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Dates to Remember

April 1 - Easter Sunday
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 services)
April 2 - Church building closed
April 3 - 200th Anniversary meeting
April 4 - Food Pantry (every Wed.)
Faith Family Movie
April 5 - Joseph Team meeting
April 6 - Food Pantry (every Friday)
April 8 - The Essentials
Cure for the Common Life
begins
April 10 - Pastor’s Bible Study
Communications
Mentor Ridge Mission
April 11 - Youth Movie Night
April 12 - Trustees
April 14 - McKinley Distribution
April 16 - Broadcaster Articles Due
April 17 - McKinley Distribution
April 18 - Refocus: Estate Planning
Presentation
April 19 - Finance
April 20 - Burroughs
Youth Parent’s Night Out
April 22 - All Daughter’s Luncheon
Youth Mission Trip meeting
April 23 - McKinley Dinner
April 24 - Broadcaster Mails
April 26 - Staff Parish Relations
April 27 - 200th Anniversary Tree
Dedication
April 28 - McKinley Distribution

Willoughby

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
April

Easter Sunday
April 1

Services at 8:00 AM
9:30 AM & 11:00 AM
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and
the life. The one who believes in me will live,
even though they die; and whoever lives by
believing in me will never die. Do you believe
this?”

— John 11:25, 26
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Hello family,
In a large frame beside my desk is a newspaper article from March 13, 2010. The article is
titled, “Enjoying his new surroundings, Meet the new pastor of the Willoughby United
Methodist Church.” As I write this article it is March 14, 2018, and it does not seem possible
that nine years have gone by.
So what I have decided to do is share with you through this column some of the lessons I
have learned as your pastor over the last nine years.
I can still remember meeting Rev. Larry Marshall, the Western Reserve District
Superintendent, at the Bob Evans restaurant on Massillon Rd. in Akron, Ohio in February 2009. He began to tell me
about a church the cabinet wanted me to serve, without telling me the name of the church. He shared that the cabinet
thought I was the best choice for the church and that I was a missional match for what the church was looking for
and the gifts that I had to share. Finally, he handed me a folder with the name at the top reading, Willoughby United
Methodist Church, Willoughby, Ohio.
I had never heard of Willoughby and so I have to admit that I was a little surprised. I grew up in Canton, Ohio and
attended college and seminary in a small town in central Kentucky. My first three appointments were in the southeast
Ohio, so I figured I would spend my ministry pastoring churches in the southern districts of our conference. And I
was okay with that.
But now I was being asked to move to the north, to a suburb of Cleveland, the “Big City”. My first reactions were that
this would probably never work. I would not fit in and what I have been doing for twenty five years in the southern
districts would not fly in the north. The people are different in the north is what I had always been told.
Two lessons I have learned in my time with you, first, God is in control. The same God who called me into ministry is
the same God who led me to Barnesville, New Philadelphia, Shadyside, and now was leading me to Willoughby. The
second lesson I have learned is I just needed to be me. What I had been doing for twenty five years in the three
previous churches was to love Jesus and to love people. Jesus called me to follow Him and to take care of His sheep.
And so that is what I have tried to do for these last nine years, the same things I had been doing for the twenty five
that preceded them. And what happened was you all accepted me and my family and loved us in return. People are
not different because of where they live. People in Willoughby want to be loved and want to give love back, just like
any other place I have been. Thank you for being who you are and loving us for these last nine years.
I have been blessed,
Pastor Don
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MISSIONS & SOCIAL CONCERNS NEWS
The planning has begun for this year’s WUMC adult mission trip with Christian
Appalachian Project. We are working on getting a list of volunteers together and are
seeking individuals with good spirts and a willingness to serve others. The six day
adult mission trip will be in June or July this summer, date to be determined soon.
If you are interested, please contact this year’s coordinator Bill Lewins by email,
phone or in church. Bill Lewins, 440-289-3513 or wjlewins@ra.rockwell.com.

Adult Mission Team Flower &
Plant Sale
Saturday, May 19, 2018
9:00 am — Noon
The Adult Mission team will once again conduct a Flower & Plant Sale to
raise funds for this year's trip to Kentucky to work with the Christian
Appalachian Project. The Pre-order form is now available (see next page)
and prepaid orders will be accepted through Sunday, May 6, 2018.
The plants are grown locally by Middle Ridge Farms in Madison and their
quality has been consistent. This year we will be offering a 200th
Anniversary Planter featuring red geraniums, orange zinnias, nasturtiums,
yellow petunias, and lime green lysmachia for $34. This cheerful assortment
harks back to popular summer flowering annuals of the 1800's. The planter
will only be available in a limited quantity through our sale. It will be
happiest in a sunny location, planted in a beautiful 12" pot, ready to take
home and enjoy -- just add sunshine and water!!
We will continue to offer our very popular planting collections in five
assortments ranging from sun loving to happy-in-the-shade for $19 each.
This year for the first time, we will offer "half flats" (18 plants) of popular
bedding plants for $9 each. A full flat is 36 plants and continues to be $16.
As always, plant and ordering questions can be directed to Mary Huey (440227-6391) or mary.huey@sbcglobal.net

With the celebration of Easter, the
collection for Birthright will be
coming to an end. Many wonderful
items have been collected in the
bassinet/pack-n-play in the cloister
and another near the back door.
If you would still like to give, the
greatest needs are for the following
items: new or gently used winter
coats and snow pants; new and
gently used boy and girl clothing
and sleepers 0-3 months/newborn,
new and gently used boy and girl
clothing sizes 2, 3,4 and 5; new and
gently used maternity jeans; baby
wipes; toiletries; new and gently
used 8oz. plastic bottles (no used
nipples please) and new newborn
socks.
Birthright Lake, Inc., offers free,
nonjudgmental, confidential help
and guidance to pregnant women
and families who are struggling due
to personal and/or financial
difficulties. They are dedicated to
helping through tangible, positive
and loving support.
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“I

was a stranger and you invited me in”

Matthew 25:35
The Open Door Ministry is looking for servants to welcome the
community into our Church during the Outdoor Market and special
events in downtown Willoughby.
The Outdoor Market, which officially opens on May 5 and runs
through October 27, will kick off the season with its annual Eco-Flea
Market on Saturday, April 28.
We need servants to staff our table each Saturday, with shifts available
from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Last season, thanks to our many dedicated servants,
WUMC welcomed over 2,400 visitors into our church during the market and special events!!! These visitors
included vendors or shoppers who used our restrooms, and many others toured the church, visited the
sanctuary, chatted with our greeters or just stepped inside to warm up or cool off.
Anyone with a heart for hospitality is encouraged to contact Johanna Stuehr at 440-269-1235 or Edwina Jones at
440-278-4988 for more information or to sign up to serve. Sign-up sheets with open market dates are located in
the Welcome Centers and side Sanctuary door.
Church and Community groups are welcome to use our table to display flyers and brochures to promote
upcoming events like the McKinley 5K run, Chili Sale, VBS, etc. Flyers should be left behind the Welcome
Center Stand on the “Open Door” shelf.
We open our doors to the community during Downtown Willoughby events including Classic Car Cruise-In,
June 16; ArtsFest, July 21; and Last Stop Willoughby, August 18. Small Groups, Connection Groups and
families are encouraged to participate as Greeters during these events and can contact Susan Gerber at 440-2891298 or sueandmarkgerber@gmail.com for details or to sign up.

An Open Door Ministry Luncheon is scheduled for 12 noon on
Saturday, April 7, at the home of Johanna Stuehr. All Open
Door servants are invited to attend this special thank you
luncheon. Anyone interested in serving as a greeter at the market
or during special Downtown Willoughby events are encouraged
to attend the luncheon to learn more about this special ministry.
Please contact Johanna at 440-269-1235 for additional
information or to RSVP.
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laughed about everything afterwards!

Who’s Who at WUMC
By Pastor Hazel
Did you ever wonder about the value of
those matchmaking offers that you see
advertised everywhere nowadays? You
might be surprised at the many wonderful couples you already know who began
their relationships that way! The Raticas
are a great example of that!
In 2006, eHarmony matched Adam Ratica of Painesville and Michele of Mesa,
Arizona. Michele parent’s lived in Wapakoneta, OH, when she was born, and
moved to AZ when she was two. Adam
had been in Ohio since high school, attending Mentor High for two years.

The couple dated 3 years long-distance
before getting married. A month after the
wedding, Adam’s dad, Ted, had Deep
Brain Stimulation Surgery for his Parkinson’s. The results included mild dementia. 4 months later, Adam and Michele
bought a house with an in-law suite and
Adam's parents moved in. The family
joined the Lake County Parkinson’s Support Group, which they then led from
2013 through 2016. Seven years of caring for Ted in their home included supporting him and Linda through frequent
ER visits and hospitalizations, usually
due to falls and illness.
One memorable outing: Ted had been
asked to wait in the car alone. He felt
hungry, saw a Burger King and went
walking, taking the keys with him. He got
winded and stopped to sit in the lobby of
another business. They asked if he was
OK, couldn't understand his quiet Parkinson's speech, called 911 and an ambulance took him thinking he may have had
a stroke. It wasn't easy, but he was always eventually found, and usually he

In their early years of marriage, Adam &
Michele took Financial Peace University
Class, which gave them new perspectives
and led them to set joint financial
goals. They’ve since facilitated the class
four times. Adam enjoys listening to
Dave Ramsey’s podcast daily. Adam and
Michele have a goal of attending a class/
seminar together annually. Having attended parenting trainings such as Positive Discipline and Conscious Discipline,
they enjoy facilitating parenting classes as
well.

Adam has worked at Cardinal Commerce
in Mentor for the past 17 years. Michele
taught accounting at Bryant & Stratton
College, where she became friends with
fellow teacher Megan Gibson (then a
WUMC member). In 2010, after Michele’s miscarriage, Megan became a great
source of support, meeting regularly with
Michele in the following months.
Michele says “I had never equated
‘miscarriage’ with the death of a baby.
The word itself is so calm, like saying
‘oops, mistake’, but it’s a death that seems
unacknowledged by anyone. Megan’s
friendship during this time, and the hospital support group we joined were invaluable.” Megan Gibson invited the Ratica’s to visit WUMC. The day they did,
the bulletin posted an accounting position, and Michele applied.
Shortly after being hired, Michele learned
she was again pregnant. Sarah was born
in 2012, and later attended WUMC Preschool The family has attended annual
Christian Homeschool “Teach Them
Diligently” Conventions, and felt led to
homeschool. This year they’ve been participating in a Classical Conversations
Homeschool co-op; next school year

Michele will be a leader in the
group. They enjoy the friendships,
Christian education focus, and ability
to teach Sarah at her own pace.
In 2015, Adam’s father Ted developed Sepsis, a blood infection - nearly
fatal. After a month long hospital/
nursing home stay, he returned home
with Hospice care. Three months
later, Michele’s father in Arizona also
started Hospice, after a 3-year battle
with cancer. Michele and Sarah
stayed with her parents for Terry’s
last 3 weeks of life. The Hospice support the families received was remarkable. Back in Ohio, 6 months after
Terry’s passing, Ted left this
world. For some time afterwards,
when visiting family in Arizona, Sarah
would pack black clothing, “just in
case there was another memorial” to
attend. Sarah talked a lot about death
and heaven - such matter-of-fact child
-like faith. At the time she was the
only grandchild on both sides, and
her life has been such a joy to all her
family.
Adam’s Mom, Linda, a former army
nurse, enjoys getting to see her granddaughter daily. Home Instead Agency, which provided wonderful caregivers for Ted, now sends ladies to
help Linda; they have become close
friends. Michele’s mother remarried
in February after having reconnected
last year with a high school boyfriend. Now 5 years old, Sarah was a
flower girl, along with Michele’s
brother’s 1½ year old daughter. Life
continues changing. Philippians 4:6-7
says: “Be anxious for nothing but in
everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God and the peace of
God which surpasses all understanding will guard our hearts & minds
through Christ Jesus.” During life’s
challenges, this can be hard to remember - Adam & Michele are
thankful to have each other to remind
each other to stay rooted in God’s
love.
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East Ohio
Summer Camp
Registration is
Open.
Flyers are available on the informational Table.
Financial Aid application packets are
available outside the Christian Education Office.

From Director of

Christian Education,
Stacy Becker

Mission Minded Families
Mentor Ridge Project
April 10, 6:00 PM
This month we will be helping Jen,
the Life Enrichment lady at Mentor
Ridge with a project. Please join us!
For information contact Michelle
Ganas at mganas1227@yahoo.com

Attention
Graduating
Seniors and Adults Seeking
Higher Education
Scholarship applications are available outside the Christian Education
office.

Save the Date for Vacation
Bible School 2018
Sunday, July 22nd – Thursday, July
26th
6-8:30 p.m.
Church & Family Celebration Friday,
July 27th 6:30 p.m.

GIRL FRIENDS IN
GOD
GFIG, for women of WUMC, will
meet April 9 and May 14, 7 pm to
8:30 pm, in Room #101. We are
studying "Pilgrimage into the Last
Third of Life".
For more information, contact
Marty Kreger, kmkreger@juno.com
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An invitation from First
Presbyterian Church of Willoughby

16th Annual Charity Auction and
Free Lunch
Sunday, April 29th after Church
Silent Auction and lunch will begin
at 12:15.
Live Auction begins at 1:15.
Three ways to win…Raffles, silent
auction items and live auction items.
Many quality handmade items as
well as gift cards, services and other
interesting one-of-a-kind times!
Help us to help others.
All proceeds will be shared between
the ministries of First Presbyterian
Church and the Food Pantry of
Willoughby United Methodist
Church.
Church directories for those who had photos taken will be available for pick-up on Easter Sunday (April 1), after all services. Please sign for your directory when you pick it up.
You may pick up a directory for someone else but you will need to sign for them. If you
can’t pick up your directory Easter Sunday please call the church office at 440-942-9068 to
arrange a pick-up time.

Accompanist/Pianist
(This is a paid position)

Willoughby United Methodist Church
is seeking an accompanist experienced in
electronic keyboard and piano to join our
music team on Sunday mornings from
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. with rehearsals on
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
A knowledge of Christian music would be beneficial.

Please e-mail your resume to: wlbyumc7@ameritech.net
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WUMC
The Fred Gehri We Knew
and Loved by Don Lewis

I’d like to tell you a little about
Fred before I met him. Fred was
born in Hudson, Ohio, in 1892. He
came to Willoughby in late 1913.
Soon after, he took a job as a
conductor and train dispatcher for
the former Cleveland and Eastern
Railway Inc.’s Interurban Line
(C.P. & E). After the street car line
became obsolete in 1926, he drove
a dairy truck for the Willoughby
Express Company to and from the
Bell Vernon Company in
Cleveland. He also worked for the
Andrews Estate which later
became the Norton Estate in
Mentor. His last job before
retirement was as a truck driver for
the former Willoughby Light
Department which was later
purchased by the Cleveland
Electric Illuminating Company
(C.E.I.)
Some of Fred’s hobbies were
woodworking, collecting hubcaps,
making candy and gardening.
Fred built his home in Willoughby
at 4524 Wood Street in 1920. He
was married to Anna for 60 years.
They had four children, three

History Spotlight

daughters and a son. In 1964, Anna
and Fred were honored as
Distinguished Citizens by the
Willoughby Chamber of Commerce.
Anna passed away on June 26, 1974,
at age 84. After this loss, Fred
decided to be more active in the
Methodist Church. He began
ushering at the second service and
then sometime later he switched to
the first service with Chuck Gomori
as head usher. Fred always worked
the Prospect side of the church.
Whenever he came to church he
always wanted to work as an usher, so
we always honored his wishes.
In the fall, he made boutonnieres for
the ushers from the mum plants in
his garden. When we saw the spider
mum which was the last bloomer of
the season we knew that would be the
last boutonniere for that year.
Fred also would like to go down to
Hough Bakery and buy doughnuts for
the secretaries of the church and they
would have coffee and doughnuts
together.
When we had fellowship dinners he
would always handle the preparation
of the string bean and almond
vegetable dish. He also worked in the
kitchen and served during the
church’s annual Pancake Jamboree.
If he wasn’t at church, one of Fred’s
fondest places was McDonald’s
restaurant. He said he had eaten
everything off their menu at one time
or another.

He also had a tree farm in
Chesterland and many of the
Christmas trees we had at church
were from Fred’s tree farm. Fred
planted some evergreen trees by the
side of the church. They had grown
to such a size, 15-20 feet tall, we had
to make way for a columbarium in
that space. Rather than cut the trees
down, I, as chairman of the Shade
Tree Commission, worked with the
City Service Director and moved the
trees to the lakefront cemetery where
they are today.
When Fred was in his nineties we
used to have birthday party dinners at
Judd’s Restaurant on Euclid Avenue
near 305. Fred was always the guest
of honor. He would play his
harmonica and he always had a lot of
cute stories to tell. This went on past
his 100th birthday.
As Fred got older, his friend and
fellow usher, Harry Shaposka, would
bring him to church. He liked to be
called “Farmer Fred” and he was a
hard worker all his life. He was a
remarkable person.
Fred passed away on August 11, 1999,
at the age of 106. After his death his
daughter, Nancy Parsons, gave many
items related to the C.P.& E. to the
Willoughby Historical Society which
are on display at the Willoughby Area
Welcome Center. More items were
donated to the C. & E . (Cleveland
and Eastern) Railroad Group in
Chesterland.
Fred’s usher badge and harmonica
went with him.
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Let’s CELEBRATE our 200th Anniversary as a
Congregation of the WUMC!
For the past twenty years we have enjoyed
An annual Church Golf Outing
At Lost Nation Golf Course.
Well we are planning another:
Saturday May 26th
Nine Hole Scramble
with Al’s “Awsum” BBQ
Guess what – there have been over 200 of us
At these outings in the past 20 years!
Come-on back – renew old friendships
and enjoy the afternoon

Saturday May 26th
Save the Date!

SAVE THE DATE for a church
picnic on Sunday afternoon,
September 16, 2018 at the Rural Rd.
picnic shelter in Chagrin River Park,
Willoughby. Details to follow the
first of September.
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Taxable Distribution hours
Saturday, April 14
9:00-10:30 am
Tuesday, April 17
6:00-7:30 pm
Saturday, April 28
9:00-10:30 am
Food Pantry hours:
Mondays: 6:00-7:30 PM
Wednesdays: Noon-2:30 PM
Thursdays: Noon-2:30 PM
Feed the Body Feed the Soul Meal
Monday, April 9
5:30 - 6 pm
Monday, April 23
5:30 - 6 pm
Monday, April 30
5:30 - 6 pm

Greatest Current Donation Needs
TAXABLES:
Paper towels, Toilet paper,
Laundry detergent (32 loads/64 oz
size), Dishwashing soap (16 oz/
pint size),
Liquid cleanser (22-28 oz size),
Shampoo, Deodorant (M&W),
Shaving cream (M&W), and
disposable razors (M&W).
PET FOOD:
Cat food (especially canned)
And, cat litter
CLOTHES:
Boys, mens and extra large womens.

FUTURE DATES:
4th Annual McKinley 5 K— September 22, 2018
1st Annual Bridging the Gap Fundraiser @ Croation Hall—September 28,
2018
Getting Ahead in a Just-Getting-By-World starts in September 2018

BED SHEETS & BLANKETS:
All sizes.

Donation & Building Administration Hours

FOOD: Peanut butter, Jelly, mac &
cheese, soups, tuna

Mon-Wed: 9:00 am—1:00 pm (No Thursday hours)
Saturdays: 9:0—11:30 am
Please note that the McKinley Community Outreach Center does NOT pick up furniture
donations.

FURNITURE:
Complete Bed frames—all sizes.
Mattresses & box springs—all sizes
Dressers/chests of drawers.

MISCELLANEOUS:
Baby diapers, baby wipes and baby soap
Adult incontinence pull-ups.
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