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Dates to Remember
August 2 - Meet at the Park
Missions
Church Council
August 5 - Welcome Committee
Mtg.
August 9 - Meet at the Park
Trustees
August 11- McKinley Dist.
August 13 - Broadcaster Articles
Due
August 14 - Communications
August 16 - Finance
August 17 - 19 - All Church
Campout
August 18 - Last Stop
Willoughby/Parade
August 21 - Broadcaster Mails
McKinley Dist.
August 23 - SPR
August 25 - McKinley Dist.
August 26 - Blessing of
Backpacks, Students and
Educators.
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Pastor Christopher Liberati
ChristopherL@WilloughbyUMC.org
440.942.9068
Why I Believe in Small Groups
As you read this, you may find yourself thinking, well it’s the pastor talking, of course he supports
small groups, he has a mission in mind. Quite honestly, you may be on to me. Even so, I wanted to share with
you my own personal experience of a small group. Connie and I first experienced a small group at our home
church, Sunbury United Methodist Church, in 2004. I found it quite surprising that someone we didn’t know
all that well would invite us into their home without wanting anything in return. I must admit, I wasn’t even a
seeking Christian at the time; I was merely going along because Connie wanted to be in a group to study
God’s word. I guess I was just tagging along to make sure this group wasn’t a part of some Cult. Little did I
know that the fellowship, study and support would literally change my mind, heart and soul. What I found
surprised me. I found safety, friendship and others that were committed to walking along side of me during
my journey.
Looking back, I really don’t know how they put up with me. I was argumentative, questioning
everything God’s word said. Of course it didn’t help that our first study was Rick Warren’s “Purpose Driven
Life.” If you’ve ever read it, you’ll know what I’m talking about. The first line it is reads, “It’s not about you!”
WHAT? Of course, it’s about me, it’s always been about me. Didn’t Rick Warren know I was an only child?
I mean seriously! Secondly, I found it hard to believe that God had a plan for my life. The group patiently
waded through that study with me, praying for me all along the way. I credit them for the support,
understanding and love that eventually led me to the realization of God’s plan for my life. Recently, the leader
of that group visited me. It was so good to see him. We talked about that first study and how I was living out
the plan that God had for me. We laughed a little and even cried a little thinking about the faithfulness of
God.
I couldn’t help but think of how grateful I am that he took the time to invest
in me. So YES! I believe in small groups. I believe they must be at the core of our
spiritual journey. I believe in the safety of community life found in a small group,
God’s plan is discovered, love is cultivated and hope springs eternal. After all, Jesus
was in a small group! Look for a small group coming this fall as we journey together
through a few church wide studies together. The first one coming is Jacob
Armstrong’s Renovate, Building a Life with God and Others.
Praying for you and your small group,
Pastor Christopher
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Just Ring It.
Did you play an instrument in high school or college?
Did you take piano lessons when you were a kid?
Did you sing in the choir in school?
Just… learn a new instrument
Just… give it a try, no handbell experience needed
Just… bring a friend or meet new friends
Just… serve the church (you don’t need to be a member)
Just… be part of a team – every person is important!
Just… let me know you’re interested!
Call, text, or email me for more information
Rehearsal are Wednesdays 6:45pm to 7:45pm

Thank you to Beth South for her many years of service as Bell Choir director!

Communion
Coordinator for
8:00 am Service
After several years of coordinating
the 8:00 am Communion service, Mae
Warnock has decided to pass on the
opportunity of service to the church to
you.
Thank you, Mae, for the many
phone calls you have made to servers
and for seeing that all was ready prior
to the Communion service.
This is an opportunity to contact
members of the 8:00 am service to help
our Pastor in serving the congregation,
as well as preparing the altar prior to
service. Services are once a month
(more often during holidays).
Pray—asking God if this is His will
for you. For more information, contact
Carolyn Moore at 440-376-3468.

Girlfriends In God invite you to attend
LEAVING A LEGACY.
We meet on the second Monday of
the month, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm, in
Room 3-4. Our first meeting will be
September 10, 2018. This time will be
spent discovering how leaving a legacy
can benefit our lives as well as our
family and friends.
We will be talking, writing, doing
crafts and personalizing our legacy gift.
Contact Marty Kreger 440-951-8262 or
kmkreger@juno.com

Needed:
Liturgists needed
at 8:00 & 10:30 services.
If interested please contact Judy Dort at
440-942-9068 or
Admin@WilloughbyUMC.org

Hello family,
Donna and I wanted to take a
moment, after we caught our breath, to
express to our church family how
overwhelmed we were with your
expressions of love and appreciation.
We have always known that you were a
generous church, and with your gifts
and notes that has been confirmed a
hundred times over.
May the Lord continue to bless you
and bless your new pastoral family,
Christopher, Connie and Anthony, as
they begin their ministry with you. God
has great things in store for the
Willoughby United Methodist Church.
Thank you again,
Love,
Don and Donna
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MISSIONS &
SOCIAL
CONCERNS

Liberia Water Well Project
About 75% of people living in
Liberia, Africa, do not have access to
safe drinking water. Many villagers are
forced to draw water from stagnant,
bacteria-infested ponds, rivers and
creeks. How can we help?
The cost to dig a water well in Liberia
is $2,000. The Noisy Collection on
Sunday, July 29th, will be for a water
well. Additional funds will need to be
raised to reach the goal of $2,000. It is
our hope that you will want to be a part
of the project by making donations.
A special fund at our church has been
created for this ongoing project. The
fund is called “Liberia Water Well.” If
you wish to make a contribution, checks
should be written to Willoughby United
Methodist Church, write on the memo
line, “Liberia Water Well.” For cash
donations, please place your donations in
an envelope marked “Liberia Water
Well.”
As the fund begins to grow, this
information will be made available to the
congregation.
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The Open Door Ministry is looking for servants to welcome the community into
our Church during the Outdoor Market and special events in downtown
Willoughby.
The Outdoor Market, which officially opened on May 5 and runs through October
27, kicked off the season with its annual Eco-Flea Market on Saturday, May 28.
We need servants to staff our table each Saturday, with shifts available from 8:00
a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Last season, thanks to our many
dedicated servants, WUMC welcomed over 2,400 visitors into our church during
the market and special events!!! These visitors included vendors or shoppers
who used our restrooms, and many others toured the church, visited the sanctuary, chatted with our
greeters or just stepped inside to warm up or cool off.
Anyone with a heart for hospitality is encouraged to contact Johanna Stuehr at
440-269-1235 or Edwina Jones at 440-278-4988 for more information or to sign
up to serve. Sign-up sheets with open market dates are located in the Welcome
Centers and side Sanctuary door.
Church and Community groups are welcome to use our table to display flyers
and brochures to promote upcoming events like the McKinley 5K run, Chili Sale,
VBS, etc. Flyers should be left behind the Welcome Center Stand on the “Open
Door” shelf.
We open our doors to the community during Downtown Willoughby events including ArtsFest, July 21;
and Last Stop Willoughby, August 18. Small Groups, Connection Groups and families are encouraged to
participate as Greeters during these events and can contact Susan Gerber at 440-289-1298 or
sueandmarkgerber@gmail.com for details or to sign up.
“I was a stranger and you invited me in” Matthew 25:35
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Welcoming Ministry Quarterly Meeting
All Welcoming Ministry teams are invited to our next
quarterly meeting on Sunday August 5th, 2018,
immediately following the 10:30 service. We will meet
in Fellowship Hall, begin with a light lunch, provide an
update on our ministries, and talk about plans for the
fall quarter. If you serve on any of our Welcoming
Ministry teams, you are encouraged to attend this
meeting. Not sure if you should attend? Here is the list
of our Welcoming Ministry teams: Hospitality Hosts,
Ushers, Greeters (including Sunday morning greeters
and wedding and funeral greeters); Friendly Patrol;
Coffee Fellowship team; Come and See Brunch; Bread
Ministry team; and Welcoming Center hosts.

help everyone, newcomers and longtime members
alike, experience the love of Christ. If you are not yet
on one of our Welcoming Ministry teams, but you
enjoy extending a warm welcome to other
worshippers, this is your invitation to attend the
meeting on August 5th and learn more about
hospitality at WUMC. In I Peter 4:9, we read these
words: “Offer hospitality to one another without
grumbling.” If you are ready for that challenge, we
look forward to seeing you on August 5th. In the
meantime, if you have questions, please call Carolyn
Lingenfelter (440) 479-5978.

Note: This meeting was originally scheduled for May; the
The mission of our Welcoming Ministry at WUMC is to date was changed due to a conflict with another activity.
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Back to School Blessings
Please join us Sunday, August 26 ,as
we celebrate together the beginning
of a new school year! We invite all
students, teachers and educators to
bring their backpacks and workbags
as we ask God’s blessing on the new
school year ahead. Come join us
Sunday, August 26, at the 8:00 AM
and 10:30 AM services. Be sure to
invite your school friends and fellow
teachers!

You are invited to the WUMC
Church Camping Weekend
August 17-19th at
Thompson/Grand River
Valley KOA just south of
Madison, Ohio.
If you are interested in
attending, contact Craig
Douglas at
craigwd@sbcglobal.net

Last Stop Willoughby
Parade
Saturday, August 18

SAVE THE DATE
for the All Church Picnic on
Sunday, September 16, at
the Rural Rd. picnic shelter
in Chagrin River Park,
Willoughby. Details to follow
the first of September.
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Taxable Distribution hours
Saturday, August 11 9:00-10:30 am
Tuesday, August 21 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Saturday, August 25 9:00-10:30 am

Food Pantry hours:
Mondays:
Wednesdays:
Thursdays:

6:00 - 7:30 pm
Noon-2:30 pm
Noon-2:30 pm

Feed the Body Feed the Soul Meal
Monday, August 13 5:30 - 6 pm
Monday, August 27 5:30 - 6 pm

Greatest Current Donation Needs
TAXABLES:
Paper Towels, Toilet Paper (double rolls),
Laundry detergent (32 loads/64 oz size),
liquid cleanser (22-28 oz. size), Shampoo
PET FOOD:
Dry & canned cat food
Cat Litter
HOUSEHOLD GOODS:
Bed sheets, towels, small appliances
FURNITURE:
Complete Bed frames—all sizes.
Mattresses & box springs.

FUTURE DATES
4th Annual McKinley 5K—September 22, 2018 Begins at 8:30 am
Early registration $25 Family (4 registrants) $75 - mail in only
Registration fee after September 12 is $30
Online registration: greaterclevelandxc.com
SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE AT $50/$100/$250/$500 LEVELS
Call Sue Penicka 440-269-8008 for details.
Getting Ahead in a Just-Getting-By-World starts in September 2018

FOOD: Peanut butter, jelly, soups,
canned corn

Donation & Building
Administration Hours
Mon-Wed: 9:00 am—1:00 pm
(No Thursday hours)
Saturdays: 9:00—11:30 am
Please note that the McKinley
Community Outreach Center does NOT
pick up furniture donations.
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