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April 2 - Faith Family Game
Day
April 4 - 200th Anniversary
Planning Meeting
April 8 - McKinley Dist.
April 9 - Palm Sunday
April 9 - Youth Mission Trip
Meeting
April 9 - Ice Cream Seder
April 10 - Broadcaster Articles
Due
April 12 - Youth Movie Night
April 13 - Maundy Thursday
Service
April 14 - Cross Walk
April 14 - Good Friday Service
April 16 - Easter Sunday
April 16 - Easter Sunday
Brunch
April 17 - Building Closed
April 18 - McKinley Dist.
April 18 - CTW Site Mgr Mtg
April 23 - Meet the Pastors
and More
April 23 - Sunday School
Teacher Meeting
April 25 - Broadcaster Mails
April 27 - R & R
April 28 - Youth Game Night
April 29 - McKinley Dist.
April 30 - Noisy Collection
April 2017 -

Dear Family,
This morning I was working on my article for the
Broadcaster when a warning signal came up on my
computer screen. The warning was for a update
that the software needed to continue to function
as it was designed to function. I proceeded to click
on the button that would allow the computer to
download and then install the necessary action so
that my computer would work as it was designed to do.
That action got me thinking. Does my life have warning signals? And
does my life have built in updates that would allow me to function as I
have been designed to function by my Creator?
Well the short answer is YES. But I’m a preacher so there are no short
answers. Think about this; who is the one who created you? Did He
create you to succeed or fail? Did He have a purpose in mind for you
when He put you together? Did He build into you all that is necessary
for you to succeed?
What are the warning lights in our lives that remind us maybe we need
to update? For me, when I feel tired from stress, that is a warning that I
need to rest and reconnect with God, my Creator. When I pay attention
to that God renews me (an update if you like) and I am better prepared
to face the struggles of life.
I believe there are a number of warning signals that come our way. The
loss of a love one or friend always causes me to take a look at my life
and evaluate if I need to update my life in my connection to my
Creator, God. The wonderful thing about being a Christian is that God
has put into us His Holy Spirit who sends us signals to warn us when it
is time for an update, a renewal in our connection.
This month we will celebrate Easter, the ultimate victory over death
and sin by our Lord Jesus Christ. Maybe it is time for you to pay
attention to some of the warning signs going off in your life by the
Holy Spirit. Updates are available anytime. But Easter is a great time to
renew your connection with your Creator.
Hope to see you in church, Pastor Don

Lent and Easter
Sermon Series
“Cross
Examinations”
continues..
Sunday, April 2
The People at the
Cross
Palm Sunday
April 9
Bearing Our Own
Cross
Easter Sunday,
April 16
The Cross
Examination:
Jesus on Trial
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Let’s Talk About Lent
By Pastor Hazel

Pastor Hazel

I was born and raised a Methodist, and over the years I
have realized that many Protestants have dismissed some of
the very important parts of our Church’s history because it
sounded “too Roman Catholic.” Have you ever felt like
that? This was especially true for me during the season of
Lent when my Roman Catholic friends were talking about
“giving up something for Lent” and “getting ashes on Ash
Wednesday.” What is that all about?

Congregational Care
Minister

At Christmas we celebrate that God came to “dwell
among us” as Jesus Christ. At Easter we need to consider
just what that cost Him for our sake! At the heart of our faith as believers is our
participation in the life, suffering, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ
as Lord. Sometimes, I fear we lose sight of the depth of meaning of those words.
Lent, the season of forty days before Easter, is not giving up something, but rather
the season to take upon ourselves a sense of that mystery of God-among-us.
“Giving up something” is a way to keep foremost in our minds the need to explore
the meaning of the lifelong process of being transformed into the life and holiness
of our Lord. Sometimes we may need to think about “giving up something” in order
to “make room” in our lives for appropriating the life of Christ.
Lent is a special opportunity to recall our mortality and put aside the sins and
failures of our past. On Ash Wednesday we use ashes as a sign of mortality and
repentance. This has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship. Traditionally,
these words are spoken as we receive ashes on our foreheads: “Remember that you
are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

30 Pieces of
Silver
Lenten Offering
Our Lenten collection will be given
to the East Ohio Conference
3C’s initiative where every mission site
cares for the whole person – body,
mind and spirit – with a church, a
medical clinic and a school. Bags will
be available for families to take home
and fill with silver throughout the 6
weeks of Lent. The collection will take
place on Sunday, April 9th, during the
Palm Sunday Service.

These words remind us of the fact that we are only mortals. It is only because
of Christ’s work on the cross that it is possible, to have eternal life, or as Paul puts it,
our “perishable bodies to put on imperishability and our mortal bodies to put on
immortality.” (Romans 8:11)
Thanks to our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters we have not lost this
tradition of the early Christians of acknowledging the importance of preparing our
hearts for the unspeakably precious gift we celebrate at Easter. Lent is a time for us
to realize how much we need a Savior!

Phyllis Culek, Terry Daniels,
Russell Freeman, Erin Hendrix,
Pat Meyer, Larry Morgan,
Eleanor Schunck.
The Chapel is now open each Sunday
from 10:05-10:50 AM for prayer, Bible
reading and silent reflection. There will be a
church member available for prayer at that
time for those who wish.

R&R
R & R will meet April 27 at Peties on
Lakeshore Blvd in Willowick..
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Missions &
Social Concerns
News

The Adult Mission Trip team would
like to thank everyone for their support
of our Malley’s fundraiser! Orders can be
picked-up on Palm Sunday, April 9th in
Room 101.
Forgot to order? Don’t worry! You
can still order online until April 10th.
Go to
malleys.com/fundraising/campaign/
willoughby-united-methodist-pre-school

The team will be working in Eastern
Kentucky again this year through the
Christian Appalachia Project doing home
repair in early August. Support for the
plant sale is greatly appreciated by the
team members who are happy to be the
church's ministers to the people of
Appalachia
We will be taking pre-orders with
payment from April 1 through May 7.
Folks can send/drop-off orders to the
church office. Mission Team members
will be collecting orders after Sunday
morning services on April 23, 30,
and May 7.

Welcoming
Ministry Events
Our first Come and See Brunch for
2017, sponsored by the Welcoming
Ministry team, was held on February
19th. Many volunteers helped to make
this a successful event, and Judy Yackin
was a special blessing to us with her
help and guidance. Our guests included
newcomers and long time members of
WUMC. A delicious brunch was
served, introductions were made, and,
after Pastor Don’s brief presentation,
questions were asked and answered.
Our next Come and See Brunch is
scheduled for June 25th. More details
will follow, BUT you don't have to wait
until then if you have questions about
WUMC. You may contact the Church
office or come to our Meet the Pastors
and More gatherings on the 4th Sunday
of each month at 10:00 AM. No signup
is necessary. Just grab a hot cup of coffee and a snack in the Parlor and join us
in Fellowship Hall for an opportunity to
meet others and learn more about
WUMC.

Sunday School
Teacher Meeting
There will be a mandatory meeting for
ALL Sunday Morning Class Leaders (for
all ages) on Sunday, April 23rd at 12:30
p.m. in Room 3. Lunch will be provided.
Contact the Director of Christian
Education with any questions.

Keep Us
Looking Great!
We hope you like the new sanctuary
carpet. If you wish to enjoy a beverage
in the sanctuary, please use a covered
cup/container to keep it looking great!

Scholarship
Application
Deadline
Attention: Graduating High
School Seniors and
Post Graduates
Willoughby U.M.C.Scholarship/Grant
Applications can be picked up outside
the Director of Christian Education Office. Applications are due by May 1st.

200th
Anniversary
News
Church History DVD
The History of Willoughby United
Methodist Church: 1818 to 1988 as told
by Nancy Tyler, church historian, will be
available on DVD for $20.00. Money
raised from DVD sales will go to our
Youth for their 2017/2018 mission trip.
See or call Charles H. Whalen Jr. at 440951-6879 or see Chris Muranko to order.

Historic Coin Set
Chris Muranko and Charles W.
Whalen Jr. are going to attempt to put
together a U.S. Type Set of coins that
might have passed through Willoughby
United Methodist Church’s collection
plates over the last 200 years. A Type
Set would have (1) Morgan Silver Dollar,
(1) Barber Half Dollar, (1) Barber Quarter, (1) Barber Dime, (1) V Nickel or
Liberty Head Nickel and (1) Indian Head
Penny. The coins may be worn but with
a readable date. This coin set will become the property of the Willoughby
United Methodist Church as part of our
history. If you would like to donate for
this collection contact Chris or Charles at
440-951-6879.
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EAST OHIO SUMMER CAMPS 2017
The Power of Camp is...

In a world where it is hard to be a kid, AND it is hard to be a parent, let church camp be your partner in faith and the development of your child.
Lifelong Friendships Outdoor Adventure
Positive Christian Role Models Time to Unplug
Meaningful Conversations Exciting Worship
With hundreds of camp sessions to choose from, one will be right for you and your child! Come enjoy a fun, faith-filled adventure all in
one great place with caring staff. Camp information is available at the welcome desk or visit www.EOCSummercamps.org or call the
East Ohio Camps Office at 330-499-3972 ext. 108 for more information.
Camperships are available to help with the cost of summer camp. For your convenience a Campership Application packet containing 3 applications (East Ohio
Conference, Western Reserve District, Willoughby U.M.C.) has been compiled and is available outside the Christian Education Office. Applications are due
by MAY 1st.

FUN WITH SEUSS
We had 7 families that attended our first annual Seuss-A-Palooza. The children and
their families donated 42 books to our Mission Minded Family Event in conjunction
with End 68 Hours of Hunger. The books will be given to students in schools in Lake
County, including in our neighborhood schools in Willoughby-Eastlake.
Children, alongside their parents, read some of our favorite Dr. Seuss books as well
as some new ones they had not read before. They went fishing for Red Fish, Blue Fish,
created their own Thing 1 or Thing 2 hats and enjoyed some green eggs and ham and
“Lorax” clementines. Most importantly, the families learned through His word that God created each one of them uniquely and they
can depend on God when they are frightened. Additional photos can be viewed on the W.U.M.C. FaithatHome Facebook page.

FAMILY GAME DAY
Sunday, April 2nd

- 1-3 p.m.

Often we are so busy in our lives and on our technology that we forget to enjoy and share the simple joys in
life like gathering around the table to play a game. Unplug from technology and plug into family. Revisit your
childhood and build memories with our children of today through smiles and laughter of playing a board games
together. Join us as Faith Families come together for an afternoon of fellowshipping and fun! Bring your favorite
board game and a snack to share as we spend an afternoon together. We will bring a few of our family classic
board games and will provide the beverages
As a reminder Faith Family events are open to people of ALL ages.
WE ARE ALL MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY OF GOD.

ICE CREAM SEDER
Sunday, April 9th - 12:30—1:15 p.m.
The Passover meal is all about remembering: remembering God and what He has done for His people.
As the meal unfolds, Jewish families have the wonderful opportunity to share with one another, young
and old, about God’s power and care. But for Christians, a Passover meal (Seder) can be intimidating.
Where do you find the foods and spices? How do you pronounce those Hebrew words? Faith Families has
decided to connect our church family by hosting an Ice Cream Seder on Sunday, April 9th at 12:30 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. The experience will last approximately 30-45 minutes. As a reminder, Faith Family
events are open to people of ALL ages – WE ARE ALL MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY OF GOD.
To ensure we have enough ice cream and supplies, please sign up on the Connection Card with the number
attending or contact the Christian Education office by Wednesday, April 5th.
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Connection Classes for all Ages
SUNDAYS 10-10:50 a.m.
No Classes on Easter Sunday April 16th

1st & 2nd grade—Rm. 207 Mrs. Knotts & Mrs. Perks
3rd & 4th grade—Rm. 201 Mr. & Mrs. Pantaleano
5th grade—Rm. 203 Mrs. Weber & Mr. Lombardo

peace
April’s Kids’ B.L.A.S.T. Memory Verse
Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and
pursue it. Psalm 34:14

3 & 4 yr olds —Rm. 105 Mrs. Kneeland & Mrs. Miller
5 yr olds —Rm. 205 Ms. Crown & Mrs. Miller

6th—8th grade—Rm. 6
Mr. Kreger, Mr. Muranko,
Mrs. Kubiak and Mr. & Mrs. Fulginiti

9th grade and above—Youth Room
Mr. Lance Vene
A GRACE FULL LIFE
Room 3
Examine God's Word and
discover how grace works in
our lives and in our world.
Led By
Lisa Richards & John Wilson

NEW MEMBER CLASS
Room 102
April 30th & May 14th
For people interested in joining
the church.
Led By
Pastor Don Perks

UPPER ROOM
Room 101
Connect to God
personally through scripture
and stories from The Upper
Room Devotional.
Led by David Black

Deuteronomy 6:7 states “Impress them (God’s Commandments) on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.” At Willoughby U.M.C. , we want to come
along side you through a variety of opportunities to help equip parents to be the
spiritual leader of the home through our Faith@Home Ministries.

Pick up a Children & Family Ministry Brochure at the
Welcome Desk for this quarter’s children & family upcoming events.

Connect with Children and Family Ministry Updates on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/wumcfaithathome/
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ADULT MISSION TRIP

Save the Date
Vacation Bible School
Sunday, July 9th –
Thursday, July 13th
6-8:30 p.m.
To volunteer for this outreach event,
contact Kris Knotts or the Director of
Christian Education, Stacy Becker.
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Taxable Distribution hours
Saturday, April 8: 9:00-10:30 AM
Tuesday, April 18: 6:00-7:30 PM
Saturday, April 28: 9:00-10:30 AM
Food Pantry hours:
Mondays: 6:00-7:30 PM

Wednesdays: Noon-2:30 PM
Thursdays: Noon-2:30 PM
Feed the Body Feed the Soul Meal
Monday April 10: 5:30 PM
Monday April 24: 5:30 PM

Greatest Current Donation Needs
TAXABLES:
Laundry detergent – 32 loads;
Dishwashing liquid – 25 oz.;
Liquid cleanser

PET FOOD:
Cat food, dog food
CLOTHES:
Boys & men’s and extra-large women’s
BED SHEETS:
Queen & king sizes
BLANKETS & TOWELS:
All sizes

Donation & Building Administration Hours
Mon-Thurs: 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
Saturdays: 9:00 AM-11:30 AM
Please note that the McKinley Community Outreach Center does
NOT pick up furniture donations.

FURNITURE:
Beds – any size, but especially twin &
queen
FOOD: Peanut butter, jelly, cereal,
macaroni & cheese, Chicken noodle
& tomato soup, tuna
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