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The

Broadcaster
Dates to Remember
July 1 - Pastor Christopher begins
Communion
July 4 - Independence Day
Building closed
July 5 - Church Council
July 6 - 14 Youth Mission trip
July 8 - Special program at
9:15 am
July 9 - McKinley Dinner
July 10 - Communications
July 12 - Trustees meet
July 14 - McKinley Disbributoin
July 17 - McKinley Distribution
July 19 - Finance Committee
July 16 - Broadcaster items due
July 22-27 - Vacation Bible School
and Adult Mission Trip
July 23 - McKinley Distribution
July 26 - Staff Parish Relations
July 26 - Broadcaster Mails
July 17 - VBS Church & Family
Celebration
July 29 - Noisy Collection

Willoughby

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
July

Welcome Liberati Family
Connie, Anthony and Christopher

July 2018 -

Pastor Christopher Liberati
ChristopherLiberati@gmail.com
440.942.9068

What’s in a Name?
Hello Willoughby UMC!
Are you excited or anxious? Let’s face it, we’re all feeling something, but I want to assure you, this is going
to be an adventure. With every adventure there comes with it challenges. One of the first challenges the
Liberati family will be facing is remembering names, so be patient with us as we try our best to anchor them
into our brains. One big help in remembering names, is when you all wear your name tags. Imagine being a
visitor here and how helpful nametags would be. Our names are so much more than a way to grab one’s
attention. Our names can be a part of our calling.
Recently, at Lakeside, I was asked by Bob (from WUMC) what I preferred to be called. Many options are
often thrown my way such as: Pastor Christopher, Reverend Christopher, Pastor Chris, Reverend Chris,
Pastor Liberati, Reverend Liberati, Hey You, and one of my favorites “Pastopher” (combining Pastor and
Christopher). All of these will work to get my attention, but let me share some insight on why I prefer
Christopher (the Pastor part is a good prefix).
My full name is Todd Christopher Liberati, but as you may or may not know I prefer to go by Christopher.
In April of 2005 I dedicated my life to Christ on my pilgrim Walk to Emmaus. Let’s just say that my heart
was strangely warmed much like John Wesley’s at Aldersgate Street. It was on this spiritual retreat where I
realized that Christ had always been in my name, but not in my heart. I happened to share this statement in
my closing address for the weekend. Shortly after sharing, the Spiritual Director for the weekend approached
me and shared that Christopher meant “Bearer of Christ!” I was again strangely warmed.
If you ask me what I prefer, I will tell you Christopher. This doesn’t mean that I won’t respond to other
greetings such as Pastopher. However, if you shorten the name from Christopher to Chris, you eliminate
Christ. That is something I never want to do in my life.
In today’s fast-paced world we are always looking for ways to be more efficient, faster and better. Sometimes
by doing so, we unintentionally eliminate Christ. Paul writes to the Ephesians, “He determined in his love
before time began to adopt us to himself through Jesus Christ, in the good purpose of his will, so that all
might praise the glory of the generous gift which he freely gave us in the Beloved.” (Eph 1:5-6)
So in my preference for Christopher, I hope to praise God by being a “Bearer of Christ” to the world. My
hope and prayer for you is that you, in your own way, will also be a “Bearer of Christ” to the world. The
generosity of our God is beyond our comprehension, but my hope is that we all live a full life that reflects
the glory of His love.
Intentionally bearing Christ and looking forward to the adventure that awaits us together,

Pastor Christopher Liberati
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Get to know Pastor Christopher!
T. Christopher Liberati Bio:

How long have you been in the ministry? I have been in pastoral ministry since 2011, serving at Adario UMC
as a student pastor, Strongsville UMC as an Associate pastor and now as your lead pastor at Willoughby UMC.
Tell me about your family… I have been married to my bride Cointa “Connie” for over 26 years and we have one
son Anthony (12 years old) who celebrates his birthday with Jesus.
What are your hobbies/recreational interests? Personally, I love to golf, fish and bow hunt. As a family, we love
to take our ATV’s and go trail riding anywhere we can. Our favorite place to trail ride is in Tennessee where we
have property and can enjoy the Blue Ridge Mountains. If we can’t ride our ATV’s, you’ll find us walking, hiking
and enjoying the outdoors.
What is your favorite quote? “Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home today, for this man
has shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and save those
who are lost.” (Luke 19:9-10 NLT) This was the first thing I read from the bible after giving my life
to Christ. My second favorite is one I created when I owned my own business, “The hard to do will
be done, the impossible may take a little longer.” And with God, “All things are possible.”
What was your first job? Opening and closing the pool at the condominium development we lived at when I was
12.
What is your proudest moment? The moment I said yes to Connie’s invitation to go out on a date, and secondly
the day that Anthony was born.
What was your childhood ambition? To see how I could get out of going to school, so I could run off to Alaska
and live like a mountain man, like Jeremiah Johnson.
What inspires you? Seeing the potential God has for people realized in their own life, and then lived out in God’s
world.
What has God been teaching you lately? That His peace is all I need for the moment and all I need to do is to
be me, just the way He created me.
What is your guilty pleasure? Alone time in the beauty of God’s creation.
What is your favorite part of your job? You don’t have enough space to include my long answer J…okay, short
answer…intersecting the lives of others.

Join us in welcoming Pastor
Christopher, Connie, and Anthony
at a Welcome Reception on July 1
following the 10:30 AM service, in
Fellowship Hall.
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The Open Door Ministry is looking for servants to welcome the community into
our Church during the Outdoor Market and special events in downtown
Willoughby.
The Outdoor Market, which officially opened on May 5 and runs through October
27, kicked off the season with its annual Eco-Flea Market on Saturday, May 28.
We need servants to staff our table each Saturday, with shifts available from 8:00
a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Last season, thanks to our many
dedicated servants, WUMC welcomed over 2,400 visitors into our church during
the market and special events!!! These visitors included vendors or shoppers
who used our restrooms, and many others toured the church, visited the sanctuary, chatted with our
greeters or just stepped inside to warm up or cool off.
Anyone with a heart for hospitality is encouraged to contact Johanna Stuehr at
440-269-1235 or Edwina Jones at 440-278-4988 for more information or to sign
up to serve. Sign-up sheets with open market dates are located in the Welcome
Centers and side Sanctuary door.
Church and Community groups are welcome to use our table to display flyers
and brochures to promote upcoming events like the McKinley 5K run, Chili Sale,
VBS, etc. Flyers should be left behind the Welcome Center Stand on the “Open
Door” shelf.
We open our doors to the community during Downtown Willoughby events including ArtsFest, July 21;
and Last Stop Willoughby, August 18. Small Groups, Connection Groups and families are encouraged to
participate as Greeters during these events and can contact Susan Gerber at 440-289-1298 or
sueandmarkgerber@gmail.com for details or to sign up.
“I was a stranger and you invited me in” Matthew 25:35
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Welcoming Ministry Quarterly Meeting
All Welcoming Ministry teams are invited to our next
quarterly meeting on Sunday August 5th, 2018,
immediately following the 10:30 service. We will meet
in Fellowship Hall, begin with a light lunch, provide an
update on our ministries, and talk about plans for the
fall quarter. If you serve on any of our Welcoming
Ministry teams, you are encouraged to attend this
meeting. Not sure if you should attend? Here is the list
of our Welcoming Ministry teams: Hospitality Hosts,
Ushers, Greeters (including Sunday morning greeters
and wedding and funeral greeters); Friendly Patrol;
Coffee Fellowship team; Come and See Brunch; Bread
Ministry team; and Welcoming Center hosts.

help everyone, newcomers and longtime members
alike, experience the love of Christ. If you are not yet
on one of our Welcoming Ministry teams, but you
enjoy extending a warm welcome to other
worshippers, this is your invitation to attend the
meeting on August 5th and learn more about
hospitality at WUMC. In I Peter 4:9, we read these
words: “Offer hospitality to one another without
grumbling.” If you are ready for that challenge, we
look forward to seeing you on August 5th. In the
meantime, if you have questions, please call Carolyn
Lingenfelter (440) 479-5978.

Note: This meeting was originally scheduled for May; the
The mission of our Welcoming Ministry at WUMC is to date was changed due to a conflict with another activity.
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Accompanist/Pianist
(This is a paid position)

Willoughby United Methodist Church is seeking an
accompanist experienced in electronic keyboard and piano
to join our music team on Sunday mornings from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m. with rehearsals on Wednesday evenings from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. A knowledge of Christian music would
be beneficial.

Needed: Liturgists needed
at 8:00 & 10:30 services.
If interested please contact
Judy Dort at 440-942-9068
or wlbyumc7@ameritech.net

Please e-mail your resume
to:
wlbyumc7@ameritech.net
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MISSIONS & SOCIAL CONCERNS NEWS
Special Event Guest Speaker
On Sunday, July 8, Jordan Martin, advocate for raising
funds for Liberia, Africa, water wells, will be our guest
speaker. Her father Dan Martin will also be coming
with her. Both are members of Mentor United
Methodist church.
In August 2017, Jordan & Dan traveled to Liberia on a two-week
mission trip. They visited Camphor Mission Station in Nimba County
to see existing water wells.
Jordan will speak briefly during Mission Moment at both services. And
share her experiences at 9:15 with a slide show from her trip to Liberia.
Please join us in Fellowship Hall for this Special Program!
The Noisy Collection on July 29 will be given to the Liberia Water
Wells Project.
*

*

*

Thank you to all who filled a baby bottle for Hannah’s Home. If you
have not turned in your bottle or would like to still contribute please
leave your donation at the church window. Hannah’s Home is a
nonprofit home for pregnant women and new mothers and their
children where they learn life skills as budgeting, counseling and receive
help in becoming independent.

Forbes House
As the only domestic violence
shelter in Lake County, Ohio, Forbes
House provides an ideal place for
survivors in Northeast Ohio to heal
from trauma of abuse and rebuild their
lives.
Forbes house provides immediate
shelter for individuals in danger due to
domestic violence.
Shelter, legal advocacy, Community
Counseling, and Community Support
are all provided by Forbes house free
of charge. They have a 24/7 hotline
440-357-1018. Their purpose is to help
victims become survivors.
Please check their website,
forbeshouse.org, if you would wish to
donate or to check out their wish list of
items that they need. Thank you.
Blessings,
Rae Kenney

We are grateful for our committee members
and all of you who support our outreach efforts!
This year’s WUMC adult mission trip will be headed to Eagle Community
Center in McCreary, KY with the Christian Appalachian Project. The group
of 10 will be leaving July 22, and returning July 27. Please keep the group in
your prayers while they spread Christ’s love serving the people of Appalachia.
If you have any questions, Bill Lewins, this year’s coordinator, can be reached
by phone at 440-289-3513 or email at wjlewins@ra.rockwell.com.
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Save the Date for
Vacation Bible School

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Shipwrecked VBS will be held Sunday July 22nd through Friday July
27th. VBS is an important outreach of this church...a gift to our community.
We need our members to help to make that happen. If you would like to
help kids discover how Jesus rescues us through life’s storms, register to
volunteer! Shipwrecked is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences - kids
see, hear, touch, and even taste! Crafts, team-building games, cool Bible songs,
and tasty treats are just a few of the standout activities that help faith flow into
real life.
We need Bible Story Tellers, Craft Leaders, Snack Leaders, Music Leaders and
others. Registration is on-line at vbspro.events/p/events/wumcvbs2018
where you can find all positions needed and descriptions. Any questions contact
Kris Knotts at wumceduc@gmail.com or call the church office at 440-942-9068.

Sunday, July 22nd –
Thursday, July 26th
6-8:30 p.m.

Then join us for
Church & Family
Celebration
Friday, July 27th 6:30

Thanks!

You are invited to the WUMC
Church Camping Weekend
August 17-19th at
Thompson/Grand River
Valley KOA just south of
Madison, Ohio.
If you are interested in
attending, contact Craig
Douglas at

Last Stop Willoughby
& Parade
Saturday August 18

SAVE THE DATE
for the All Church Picnic on
Sunday, September 16, at
the Rural Rd. picnic shelter
in Chagrin River Park,
Willoughby. Details to follow
the first of September.
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Taxable Distribution hours
Saturday, July 14
9:00-10:30 am
Tuesday, July 17
6:00 - 7:30 pm
Saturday, July 28
9:00-10:30 am
Food Pantry hours:
Mondays:
Wednesdays:
Thursdays:

6:00 - 7:30 pm
Noon-2:30 pm
Noon-2:30 pm

Feed the Body Feed the Soul Meal
Monday, July 9
5:30 - 6 pm
Monday, July 23
5:30 - 6 pm
Monday, July 30
5:30 - 6 pm

Greatest Current Donation Needs
TAXABLES:
Paper towels, Toilet paper,
Laundry detergent (32 loads/64 oz
size), Dishwashing soap (16 oz/
pint size),
Liquid cleanser (22-28 oz size),
Shampoo, Deodorant (M&W),
Shaving cream (M&W), and
disposable razors (M&W).
PET FOOD:
Cat food (especially canned)
And, cat litter
CLOTHES:
Boys, mens and extra large womens.
BED SHEETS & BLANKETS:
All sizes.
FURNITURE:
Complete Bed frames—all sizes.
Mattresses & box springs—all sizes
Dressers/chests of drawers.

FUTURE DATES
NEXT 5K Planning meeting: Sunday, July 8 following 10:30 service.
4th Annual McKinley 5K—September 22, 2018 Begins at 8:30 am
Early registration $25 Family (4 registrants) $75 - mail in only
Registration fee after September 12 is $30
Online registration: greaterclevelandxc.com
SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE AT $50/.$100/$250/$500 LEVELS
Call Sue Penicka 440-269-8008 for details.
Sept. 28, 2018—1st Annual Bridging the Gap Fundraiser @ Croation Hall
Getting Ahead in a Just-Getting-By-World starts in September 2018

FOOD: Peanut butter, Jelly, mac &
cheese, soups, tuna
MISCELLANEOUS:
Baby diapers, baby wipes and baby soap
Adult incontinence pull-ups.

Donation & Building
Administration Hours
Mon-Wed: 9:00 am—1:00 pm
(No Thursday hours)
Saturdays: 9:00—11:30 am
Please note that the McKinley Community
Outreach Center does NOT pick up furniture donations.
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WUMC
My Life with the Methodist Church by
Don Lewis
My family and I came to Willoughby in
the fall of 1948 from Bratenahl. My
father, Glen Lewis, came a year earlier to
Willoughby to become the manager of
Wright’s Department Store. Shortly after
we moved onto Brown Avenue, our
neighbors, the Rogers children, Judy and
Rick, invited us to participate in the
children’s choir at the Methodist
Church. I treasure a photograph I have
as a child lined up in a row with other
children outside on the Prospect side of
the church. We were all wearing white
smocks and black bows. One end of the
line had Marian Schmidt and the other
end had Jean Lentz. The minister at the
time was Reverend Alexander. We
practiced in the rear of the church in the
half round room with little risers which
were used for Sunday School. That was
in the late 1940’s or 50’s.
Then the church moved the Sunday
School classes to Fellowship Hall which
we now call Upper Fellowship Hall.
They were all cordoned off by vinyl
plastic accordion curtains. There in this
area I got my third grade Bible that I
cherish to this day.
In 1955, the church started construction
of new classrooms behind the old
parsonage. Back in the 1950’s and early
1960’s my mother, Lois Lewis, was a
teacher at the Willoughby Cooperative
Kindergarten.
The old parsonage was converted into
office space and a library and the front
part became a chapel, which was
originally the parsonage front porch.
The church built a new parsonage on
Waldamere Avenue with four bedrooms,
a large living room, dining room and
kitchen plus a study for the minister.
However, the church thought the
minister only needed a one-car garage.
One minister had several children, so
they filled up the whole driveway with
cars! They never had to shovel out the
driveway – they just moved the cars out
and had a clean drive.

History Spotlight
I remember in Junior High I joined the
church. As I grew into Senior High, I
was involved with the Methodist Youth
Fellowship (MYF) that was held above
the chapel. During the year, we would
have a block service. Sometimes it was
held at Camp Kline, other times it was
held in the Sanctuary, all with subdued
lighting. During the ceremony, if you
were a Sophomore in high school, you
received a 3/8-inch wood square cube,
representing the wood on the cross. If
you were a Junior, you received a 3/4inch wooden cross. All were made from
mahogany. In your Senior year, you
received a small gold cross you could put
on your suit jacket.
During high school, I was dating a girl
from Andrews School. She boarded at
Andrews and she would come to the
Methodist Church with a group of
fellow students. That was one of the
reasons that got me to church on
Sundays.
In May of 1961, my sister Marilyn got
married in the church. Reverend Dickey
officiated. She and her husband Kel will
be celebrating their 57th anniversary this
year.
In the early 1960’s we had a renovation
of our church, expanding the Sanctuary.
They replaced the chandeliers with the
ones you see today, and the old ones
were put up in the attic. They replaced
all the oak pews with maple ones, later
adding cushions to the seats, added a
glass curtain at the back of the church
and enlarged the altar area. Instead of
seeing artificial organ pipes they were
behind a curtain which you see today.
When I was a child, there was a mirror
on the back wall where the organ is, with
the face of Marian Schmidt showing on
the mirror. I always thought Marian was
inside the organ somehow.
During this renovation of the church we
held our service at Willoughby Junior
High School, formerly known as Union
High School. After it was finished we
would notice this large piece of glass up
above the choir loft, on an angle. The

sound man entered that space up above
the choir by way of the back stairway by
the choir room.
Back in the 1960’s I was drafted into
the military service which I spent in
Washington D.C. Back in 1968 I came
back to the church and was asked to
usher by Leon Hoffer, the head usher,
and I said Yes.
I was also invited to the men’s group
and I became a member. A few years
later I became treasurer. I held that
position for 22 years. I sold a lot of
pancake tickets for the annual men’s
group Pancake Jamboree. During that
time the men of the church also
sponsored baseball teams, volleyball
teams, painted Fellowship Hall and
many classrooms in the church.
While I was ushering, I escorted by first
wife down the aisle. Later she started
singing in the choir. We married in July
1971. We had a candlelight wedding
with reception in Lower Fellowship
Hall. Reverend Schreiber was the
minister. Our marriage lasted a very
short time.
My most memorable moment was on
Christmas Eve service as the church
was filled with poinsettias and a full
congregation raising and lowering them
at the minister’s direction, the choir
singing their hearts out on the
Hallelujah Chorus and the organist
pulling out all the stops.
(continued on next page)
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In 1978 I met my wife Pat at Lakewood
Presbyterian Church at a social event.
We were surprised to find that we were
both from Willoughby. From her house
on River Street going south were seven
Methodist families in a row – MacLaughlin, Murphy, Fishwick, Pallister, Nelson,
Eison and Kosmetos. In December of
1979 we got married in the chapel and we
had our good friend Reverend Warren
Gaston officiate.
During the 90’s we got a new elevator in
our church. We learned that the more
you run that elevator the better it runs!
Around 2000 I got involved with the
Trustees and we started another church
renovation. This was for Upper and
Lower Fellowship Hall. We were also
able to get new windows for the church
school and a new enclosure on the side
entrance. The next year we did the three
hallways in the education wing, air conditioning for the Sanctuary, Office and
Chapel. We also added a lift platform in
the side hallway, so persons could go
from the Sanctuary level to the Altar level. While I was chairman of Trustees, we
were able to do many other improvements to the church including completing
the renovation of the Austin organ.
For the last many years, Charlie Whalen
and I worked well together as Head Ushers. When we had separate services, I
was the first to have lady ushers. Some
said it should be a man’s job, but I found
that the ladies showed up every week
when they were scheduled so they became a part of my team. About two years
ago I had some health problems. I was
trying to reach fifty years as an usher, but
I felt forty-six years is a long time, too.
In February 2018, we renewed our marriage vows with many other couples as
part of the church’s 200th Anniversary
Celebration. Throughout my years as an
active member of the Methodist Church
I’ve always felt that I was working for
God.
(Editor’s Note: We thank Don for his reminiscence and for his many years of service to
Willoughby United Methodist Church!)

Would you like to meet our new Pastor and his family
up close and personal?
The Staff Parish Relations Committee is arranging for home
meetings as an opportunity for you to meet Pastor Christopher,
Connie and Anthony. Meet and greet them in your home or a
neighbor’s home.
Below are selected dates and times. Will you consider hosting?
If you’ve already volunteered, please pick a date that works best
for you. If you would like to host please call Margaret Neroda
at 440.728.8347
July 16 at 7:00 pm at the home of Margaret Neroda
July 17 at 2:00 pm -- place to be determined
July 18 at 7:00 pm -- place TBD
July 30 at 2:00 pm -- place TBD
July 31 at 7:00 pm -- place TBD
August 1 at 2:00 pm -- place TBD
If any of these dates and times work for your schedule to
attend, but not host, please let Margaret know as well.
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Thank
you to everyone
who planned Pastor Don and
Donna's Retirement
Celebration! It was a great
day and we gave him a great
send off into retirement! If
you were not able to attend
and would like to view the retirement video, you can watch
it on our Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/pg/wlbyumc/videos/
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WUMC 200th ANNIVERSARY
TRIP TO THE MUSICAL
“JESUS” IN LANCASTER, PA
AUGUST 21-22, 2018
Travel with your WUMC family and friends to see the action-packed musical stage adventure “Jesus”
at the Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. This trip will be led by our own travel
expert, Nancy Zabjek. We will stop and see other sites along the way. Cost per person is $365.00.
Overnight accommodations will be at The Lancaster Hotel. Each room has 2 queen beds so you can
plan to stay with friends or family.
Here is the trip schedule, everything included in the cost:
August 21
 Depart WUMC at 8:00 AM on August 21
 Stop at Flight 93 Memorial in Shanksville, PA
 Group Dinner
 Arrive at Lancaster Hotel for overnight
August 22
 Hot breakfast at the hotel
 Sight & Sound Theater – 11:00 AM show
 Group Lunch
 Afternoon tour of Rockford Plantation – home of
Revolutionary War General Edward Hand, adjutant to
General George Washington
 Return to WUMC approx. 10:00 PM
Again, the tour price of $365.00 includes the show and attractions,
hotel accommodations, two meals and breakfast, and bus
transportation. There will be a couple of rest stops as we travel.
The bus is a luxurious, air-conditioned, 55 passenger vehicle and
has restrooms on board.
More information and to sign-up contact Nancy Zabjek for more information at 440-668-7997.
Deposit of $75 is due June 30 with balance of $290 due July 25. Make checks payable to WUMC
and write “Lancaster Trip.” Drop off in the office or give to Nancy Zabjek.
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