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Dates to Remember
March 1 - Church Council
March 6 - 200th Anniversary Meeting
March 7 - Faith Family Movie
March 8 - Trustees/Missions
March 9 - Burroughs
March 10 - McKinley Distribution
March 10 - Ladies’ Lenten Retreat
March 11 - Daylight Savings Time
Begins
March 12 - Girlfriends In God
March 12 - Broadcaster Articles
Due
March 13 - Communications
March 14 - Come As You Are
March 15 - Finance
March 18 - Youth Mission Trip Meeting
March 20 - McKinley Distribution
March 25 - Palm Sunday
March 27 - Broadcaster Mails
March 29 - Maundy Thursday
March 30 - Good Friday
March 30 - Cross Walk
March 31 - McKinley Distribution
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Hello family,
As I write this article for the Broadcaster my heart is heavy. There is a breaking
news story on television about a shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Florida.
The police departments, fire departments, first responders and other law enforcement officers have secured the building and escorted many of the students and
personnel of the school to safety. Once the school is safe and the injured are
transported to local hospitals, the parents of those who were shot and killed are notified. At the time of this writing seventeen people lost their lives.
Just the previous week two police officers in Westerville, Ohio were shot and killed as they responded to a domestic call.
These are not the only stories like this, unfortunately, they just happened to be the most recent.
Every time I hear of another act of violence such as these many questions come to mind. How could these things happen? What would cause a person to want to hurt children and other individuals who have done nothing to them? But the
big question is, “Where was God when this was happening?”
I can say with all the faith and understanding that I have, God was in the hallways of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School when the shooting broke out. He was there when the football coach dove in front of students to shield them.
God was there when the geography teacher blocked the door of his classroom in order to protect his students.
God’s heart was broken as He held each and every one of those precious people as they took their last breath. Then
some might say, “Why didn’t He stop it?”
I don’t know the answer to that other than to say God has given each of us the freedom to choose to do acts of good or
acts of evil. He does not keep people from doing evil but He never abandons us when evil comes.
So what will we do? We will work to be peacemakers in our communities. And we will hug our children and grandchildren and give thanks to God for one more day. And we will wait for the day when all evil is removed and we will see and
understand all things clearly. Until then join me in praying for the communities of Parkland, and Westerville, and those
who mourn the loss of ones they loved. Amen.
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GOD WITH US
Lent 2018
Mar 4—I Am Your Provider
Mar 11—I Am Your Source
of Life
Mar 18—I Am Your Entry
Point
Mar 25—I Am Your Shepherd
April 1—I Am Your Hope

Holy Week Services
March 25 Palm Sunday Services8:00 AM and 10:30 PM
March 29 - Maundy
Thursday Service - 7:00 PM
March 30 - Good
Friday Service - 7:00 PM
April 1 - Easter Sunday
Services - 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM
and 11:00 AM

Thank you to everyone who
helped make the Celebration
of Love on February 11 such
an awesome afternoon. It was
truly a special day for 45
couples who renewed their
vows of love and commitment
and for all our special guests!
~~ 200th Anniversary
Committee
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MISSIONS & SOCIAL CONCERNS NEWS

We will continue our yearly collection for
Birthright Lake County throughout Lent
(February 14 Ash Wednesday morning
through April 1 Easter). There will be a
bassinet/pack n play available in the
cloister and another near the back door.
They have the greatest need for the
following items: new or gently used
winter coats and snow pants; new and
gently used boy and girl clothing and
sleepers 0-3 months/newborn, new and
gently used boy and girl clothing sizes 2,
3,4 and 5; new and gently used maternity
jeans; baby wipes; toiletries; new and
gently used 8oz. plastic bottles (no used
nipples please) and new newborn socks.

The planning has begun for this year’s
WUMC adult mission trip with Christian
Appalachian Project. We are working on
getting a list of volunteers together and
are seeking individuals with good spirts
and a willingness to serve others. The
six day adult mission trip will be in June
or July this summer, date to be
determined soon. If you are interested,
please contact this year’s coordinator Bill
Lewins by email, phone or in church. Bill
Lewins, 440-289-3513
or wjlewins@ra.rockwell.com.

* UPDATED INFORMATION *
Join us for a Celebration of Love on
February 11, 2018! The 200th
Celebration of our church will include a
special service to celebrate the weddings
that have been officiated by Willoughby
United Methodist Church clergy,
renewal of vows by anyone who wishes
to participate, and a time for widows and
widowers to remember and honor their
departed loved ones.. If you wish to
receive a copy of the vows prior to
February 11, please send your request to
WUMC200th@gmail.com.) You do not
need to have been married at WUMC to
participate in the renewal of vows. We
will also have a special part of the service
to honor spouses who have already died.

Birthright Lake, Inc., offers free,
nonjudgmental, confidential help and
guidance to pregnant women and
families who are struggling due to
personal and/or financial difficulties.
They are dedicated to helping through
tangible, positive and loving support.
They are also having a one mile
walk/run June 23 at Lake FarmPark.
Call 440-975-9055 or
email birthright_lake@att.net for more
information.
Thank you for your support of this
wonderful organization!
Have a blessed Lenten season!

To My Church Family:
Many thanks for the prayers, cards, and
well wishes sent my way after my fall.
I get better every day!
God bless you all.
Sue Thompson
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This month I would like to introduce
the Kennedys. Although they have only
been members of WUMC less than a
decade, their roots of faith have gone
deep into the soil of God’s love
(Ephesians 3:14-19) for many years. A
special thanks to Lisa Lewins for telling
them about us and encouraging them to
become part of our church family. Who
have you invited to church lately?
Dana and Sally Kennedy have been
attending WUMC for six years and have
been members for five. They are both
on the Music Ministry Team, Dana is on
SPRC and Sally is chairman of the
Communications Committee and on the
200th Anniversary Committee. Dana
edits the Sunday sermons for publication
on our web site (WilloughbyUMC.com)
and it is his “announcer voice” you hear
at the beginning and end of every
sermon. Sally is an Administrator of our
Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/wlbyumc). They
haven’t been members of WUMC for as
long as many others, but both have been
Christians since childhood.
Dana and Sally (formerly Turner) were
born about a year apart in the same
hospital in the small town of Greenfield,
Ohio, which is about 60 miles south of
Columbus. Dana’s family first lived in
town then moved just north of town.
Sally grew up on 100 acres south of town
on a farm first owned by her maternal
grandparents. Dana is an only child.
Sally has one sister and two brothers, and
she is the oldest. Dana’s mother still
lives in Greenfield, his father died in
2000. Sally’s parents still live on the
family farm, her father will be 90 in July.
Dana’s family were members of First
Baptist Church, he was baptized there in
1963. Sally’s family were members of the
Church of Christ where she was baptized

in 1964. Both were active in their church
youth groups and choirs. They both
attended Greenfield schools from
kindergarten through graduation. Dana
was valedictorian in his Class of 1973.
Though only about a year apart in age,
they were 2 years apart in school, Sally
graduating in 1975. They started dating
when Sally was a sophomore and Dana a
senior.
After high school, Dana attended the
University of Cincinnati and graduated
with a degree in Mechanical Engineering.
In an interesting brush with fame, while
at UC, Dana met astronaut Neil
Armstrong, who was a professor there.
Dana also has a Master’s in Business
from Franklin University. In college,
Dana was active in Campus Crusade for
Christ. Sally attended UC and Southern
Ohio College, graduating with an
Associates in Accounting. They had
many friends in the Christian community
in the area around UC and so started
attending First Christian Assembly of
God which was near campus. They were
married there in 1976.
They moved to West Chester, Ohio, in
1983. While there, they were part of a
group that founded Cornerstone Church,
a United Methodist church in Liberty
Township, near West Chester. This
church grew rapidly in a fast-growing

area in Butler County and is still
growing strong today.
Dana and Sally have always loved to
travel. Their favorite trips have been
to the western part of the US, including
several trips to Yellowstone National
Park, Arizona and New Mexico. Due
to his work travel, Dana has been to
every state except Alaska and Hawaii
and most of the provinces of Canada.
One of Sally’s favorite trips was to
Vancouver, BC, for her 50th birthday.
Dana rode his bicycle 50 miles on the
Great Allegheny Passage bike trail in
Pennsylvania for his 50th birthday.
Dana’s hobbies are photography and
music. Sally hobbies are reading,
crocheting and birdwatching.
They have one son, Andy, who was
born in 1987. Andy was born with
Down syndrome. He lives with them
and works at the Willoughby Branch
Workshop of the Lake County Board
of DD. Andy inherited his parent’s
love of music and last year performed
on the stage at Great Lakes Mall as part
of the Lake County Board’s Deepwood
Idol Competition.
They moved to Mentor in 1997 when
Dana was transferred to Cleveland by
Applied Industrial Technologies. Their
lives were busy, so they did not seek
out a church home right away. Sally
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was diagnosed with breast cancer in 1998
and is a 20-year survivor. Dana has had
several jobs while they have lived in NE
Ohio, including a 9 year stretch where he
lived and worked in Fall River, MA.
Dana is a sales engineer for Premier
Pump in Cleveland and Sally is the office
manager at Best Truck Equipment in
Willoughby. Dana also serves on the
part-time faculty at Lakeland Community
College, teaching in the Mechanical
Engineering Technology department.
So how did they come to join
Willoughby United Methodist Church?
In 2010, Dana took several courses at
Lakeland Community College and met
Lisa Lewins, who was one of his
professors. Lisa invited them to a party
in her home to meet members of her
Sunday school class where they also met
Pastor Don and Donna. Lisa found they
were musical and told them WUMC
needed choir members. They both had
been feeling the need for Christian
community. Everyone at this party was
so friendly they decided to visit WUMC
and see what it was like. Everyone at
WUMC was also very friendly, they liked
Pastor Don’s preaching/teaching style
and immediately felt at home. They
started attending regularly, joined the
choir, became members and the rest is,
well, history!
Dana and Sally want everyone to know
how much they love and appreciate their
WUMC family! Here, their faith has
grown, and they have made friends for
life.

On May 25, 2018, we will have a

From Director of

Christian Education,
Stacy Becker

specia

l

Genesis 2:18
God never intended for us to live the
Christian life alone. It is not surprising
that from the beginning, God created us
to be in community with one another.
Genesis 2:18 states: "It is not good for
man to be alone." This passage is often
used in the context of marriage, but it
also speaks to our need to connect with
others in human community. When we
look at the early church we get a picture
of small communities of people who
followed Jesus together. In our modern
culture, small groups are often viewed
merely as a program or a fellowship
ministry within the church. At Willoughby United Methodist Church, it is vital
to our faith formation. Relationships
with one another are critical to the pursuit of Jesus and our growth in Christ.
Relational structures like small groups
are an integral part of "being" the church
and not just "doing" church.
Our schedules can be full, but we recognize the importance of being in a
small group and we have designed our
Sunday mornings around the structure
of church community to include an opportunity to be in community during
Sunday’s Faith Formation Connection.
We are seeking people to lead and participate in specially designed small
groups that will connect people to others where they are in their life and faith
journey. If you are interested in being
part or leading a Faith Formation Connections Small group contact Stacy
Becker, Director of Christian Education,
to discuss the possibilities.

COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP
ROOM 3
LOWER LEVEL
Coffee Fellowship, as well as the Parlor
furniture, has moved to Room 3! If
anyone would like to bake for the
coffee fellowship on Sunday mornings
please sign up in Room 3 or let me
know. We offer coffee, pastry, cookies,
and juice from 8:00-11:00 AM for
fellowship and fun. It's always nice to
have baked goods along with the
cookies and granola bars. Groups who
need volunteer hours could also sign
up to bake. Scouts, youth groups, etc.
Thanks everyone, contact me if you
have questions,. Karen Ward,
ayasgirls3101@yahoo.com or
440-477-6734

Anniversary Night at a Lake

GIRL FRIENDS IN
GOD
GFIG, for women of WUMC, will
meet March 12, April 9, May 14 at 7pm
to 8:30pm in room #101. We are
studying "Pilgrimage into the Last
Third of Life".
Contact Marty Kreger,
kmkreger@juno.com, for more
information.

County Captains baseball
March game.
2018 - 6
This is a Friday night, we have
great seats reserved AND it's a
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Be A Blessing
-

-

-

-
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Let’s CELEBRATE our 200th Anniversary as a
Congregation of the WUMC!
For the past twenty years we have enjoyed
An annual Church Golf Outing
At Lost Nation Golf Course.
Well we are planning another:
Saturday May 26th
Nine Hole Scramble
with Al’s “Awsum” BBQ
Guess what – there have been over 200 of us
At these outings in the past 20 years!
Come-on back – renew old friendships
and enjoy the afternoon
Saturday May 26th

Save the Date!

SAVE THE DATE for a church picnic
on Sunday afternoon, September 16,
2018 at the Rural Rd. Picnic shelter in
Chagrin River Park, Willoughby. Details
to follow the first of September.
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Dear Family,
Thank you for shopping, carrying supplies through the church,
packing our cars and being the hands and feet of Jesus. Your
generous contributions caused us to fill two cars to the brim! On
January 30th Brenda Kubiak, Marge Hoffman, and Julie Galicz
helped me deliver the donation to the Transplant House of
Cleveland. The staff and guests at the Transplant House were
delighted by our support. They expressed real joy while filling
their upstairs supply cupboard. They said they didn’t even make a
dent in the downstairs storage area where we had unloaded our
cars. They cheerfully referred to the donation as the “our cup
runneth over” donation.
While we were there, we were given a tour of two apartment
buildings and met some volunteers. It was nice to experience the
culture and physical space of the Transplant House. They put a
great deal of thought into making their guests feel at home. Little
signs of love and support were evident throughout the buildings
such as quilts on beds, quilted wall hangings, inspiring art and
spaces for quiet reflection or community gatherings. The staff
was most appreciative of our willingness to expand the education
of organ donation and the gift of the Transplant House. Thank
you again for supporting the mission and social concerns
committee in our efforts to show God’s love beyond the doors of
our church.
Please know you were the reason someone smiled that day!
Blessings,
Cari Radel
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Taxable Distribution hours
Saturday, March 10: 9:00-10:30 AM
Tuesday, March 20: 6:00-7:30 PM
Saturday, March 31: 9:00-10:30 AM

Food Pantry hours:
Mondays: 6:00-7:30 PM
Wednesdays: Noon-2:30 PM
Thursdays: Noon-2:30 PM
Feed the Body Feed the Soul Meal
Monday, March 12: 5:30pm
Monday, March 26: 5:30pm

Greatest Current Donation Needs
TAXABLES:
Paper towels, Toilet paper, Laundry
detergent (32 loads/64 oz size),
Dishwashing soap (16 oz/pint size),
Liquid cleanser (22-28 oz size),
Shampoo, Deodorant (M&W),
Shaving cream (M&W), Disposable
razors (M&W).
PET FOOD:
Cat food (especially canned) and cat
litter
CLOTHES:
Boys and mens, extra large womens.

Donation & Building Administration Hours
Mon-Wed: 9:00 AM-10:30 PM (No more Thursday hours)
Saturdays: 9:00 AM-11:30 AM
Please note that the McKinley Community Outreach Center does
NOT pick up furniture donations.

Special Event
Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, March 31 at 11AM
Donations of candy to fill the eggs is needed!

BED SHEETS & BLANKETS:
All sizes.
FURNITURE:
Bed, all sizes. Dressers, chest of drawers.
FOOD: PB&J, mac & cheese, soups, tuna
MISC: Baby diapers, baby wipes, baby
soap, adult incontinence pull-ups.
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8 00 AM - Worship

Pastor Don Perks - wumcpas1a@ameritech.net

Willoughby Unite

Church Office - Judy Dort - wlb yumc7@ameritech.net
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9 00 AM - Fello ship
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9 15 AM - Faith Formation Connections
10 15 AM - Fello ship
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Christian Ed. Director - Stacy Becker- wumceduc@gmail.com
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