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MEN’S MINISTRY
AND “M6” DINNER
AND HANGOUT
LCPC is blessed with the involvement of men
in a variety of men’s groups, church groups, committees, missions, and ministries, and that’s not
common today in North American church culture.
Much of that active participation revolves
around our vibrant men’s groups. If you are not
aware, men’s groups meet weekly on Tuesday
evening in the John Estelle Room, on Wednesday
morning in the Fireside Room, on Wednesday
for midday Bible study, on Saturday morning for
hikes and fellowship on the nearby Deukmejian
Wilderness Park trail, and our ongoing senior
men’s group that meets monthly for breakfast in
Koopmans Hall.
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The Wednesday morning group (pictured) has
been meeting weekly from 6:00 - 7:00 AM in the
Fireside Room for the past eight years, and is part
of “Influencers Global Men’s Ministry.”
Men’s ministry is adding a new “M6” casual
dinner and hangout Monday, October 15, from 6:00
to 7:30 PM. “M6” stands for Men, Meal, and Ministry on Monday at 6:00 PM. There is no cost. All
men are welcome. The theme is “Every Man Has
a Story.”
Please follow LCPC and Pastor Andy Wilson on
Facebook. Geoff Bryant, Jerry White and Phil Van
Horn also post about men’s ministry meetings. For
more information about men’s ministry and the
upcoming M6 men’s casual dinner and hangout,
contact Phil at Ballphild@gmail.com, or (818)
517-5880.

p a s t o r ’ s
Hello friends,
On Sunday, October
14, we’ll celebrate the
50th anniversary of the
opening of the Center
for Children. We’ll all
gather in the Sanctuary
at 10:00 AM for a lively service led by our Praise
Band featuring a children’s chorus,
slides, and interviews. After the
service (from about 11:15 AM –
2:00 PM) we’ll enjoy a barbeque in
Koopmans Hall and special events
in various classrooms. Spread the
word among CFC alumni!
The story of the founding of
CFC is inspiring. In the early 1960s,
the LCPC Session first envisioned
a preschool that would serve young families in
the Crescenta Valley. In those days the church had
about 1,000 adult members and, astonishingly,
there were about 1,100 children enrolled in the
church school. Those statistics help to explain why
the Spirit prompted LCPC leaders to make children
the focus of their outreach.
The Sanctuary building where we now worship
had been completed in 1953 and the congregation
was using the old Sanctuary (Westminster Hall) as

CONVERSATIONS
IN THE GARDEN

Join the Conversations! We meet once or twice
a month on Sunday afternoons at the home of
Nancy Coler to discuss the week’s sermon in a
peaceful and relaxed atmosphere. Our group is
small but mighty. Both services are represented
and new friendships are being formed. All are
welcome!
This month we’ll meet on October 7 and
28. Arrive at 4:30 PM, and we’ll be finished by
6:00 PM. For more information, please call Nancy
Coler at (626) 755-1880.

L e t t e r

a Christian Education facility. Though Westminster
Hall had been extensively renovated in 1957, it was
too tired and too small to handle the burgeoning
ministries to children and youth. In 1963, in the
face of declining revenues, the Session laid plans
for a new church school building, the one we use
today.
The congregation raised about $150,000 for
the structure in 1965. As it turned
out, that was less than half of what
was needed. In 1966, using loans
from a bank and several generous
members, construction began. The
building that was completed in
1967 looked very much like the one
we know and love. (The courtyards
of course have been completely
renovated and greatly improved.)
The day after the building was dedicated to God,
the “La Crescenta Presbyterian Preschool,” the precursor to the CFC, opened with an enrollment of 44
and a waiting list of 22. Carol Murphy, the Director,
left a wonderful legacy and then passed the baton
to her daughter, the indomitable, sagacious, and
exceedingly competent...Pat Murphy Chambers.
In the 1970s and beyond, the community’s
needs changed. Working parents had a desperate
need for quality child care. God had positioned the
church and CFC to offer early education and afterschool care that was centered on Christ. Teachers
led prayers, taught Bible stories, and modeled
Christian virtue. Children participated in worship.
They learned what it means to love as Christ loves.
Many families were drawn to LCPC through their
connection with CFC.
All of those blessings have only been magnified
in recent years. The need for quality child care has
never been greater. Enrollment at CFC has come
down a bit as expenses have spiraled and other
options have become available. But our exceptional
staff of around 40 teachers, assistant teachers and
administrators continues to minister in Christ’s
name to more than 150 children and their families.
How many youths and young adults – how
many adults in their 40s and 50s! – were introduced to their Savior by a caring CFC teacher? How
has the world been changed because of the biblical
values and truths that were conveyed over the past
half century to the kids under our care? We’ll never
know, at least not on this side of heaven. But we
can’t let this 50th anniversary slip by unrecognized.
We have so much to celebrate, so many reasons
to give our gracious God thanks and praise. More
than that, we have much to learn from those who
have gone before us. How can they help us discern
the Spirit’s plan for LCPC today? What can they
teach us about being bold and persistent, and
not allowing doubts about money or the church’s
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continuing witness, to hold us back? We’ll explore
those questions on October 14.
All of this is especially relevant for LCPC today
because the church’s leadership team is currently
engaged in exciting conversations about our strategic plan for the years just ahead. You’ll be hearing
more about that very soon. Right now our whole
church family needs to be in prayer. Please pray for
the Session, staff and other ministry leaders. Pray
that the Spirit will open our eyes to new opportunities for outreach and service. Pray that we will be
wise in our decision-making, bold in our actions,
and persistent as difficulties arise.
Above all, pray that we’ll be able to help many
more in our community – a vast harvest of people
– to discover new life in Christ.
Love and good cheer,
Andy Wilson

BISTRO
50+
FUN FOOD, FELLOWSHIP
Tuesday,
October 23
12 Noon
in Koopmans
Only $5!

M ESSEN G E R
la c re sc e nta pre sbyterian c hurc h

ARt director/editor
Shawn Kelly
shawndraws@gmail.com

publisher
Lois Brown

messenger deadline
wednesday, october 10
(Five days early due to vacation)

9:00 AM sharp!

Messenger articles and corrections should be
emailed to shawndraws@gmail.com. Please
put the word “Messenger” in the subject line.
They can also be placed in the Messenger
folder. Materials submitted after the deadline
may be omitted at the discretion of the editor.

l e e ’s l at e s t
Have you or a loved one ever struggled with
anxiety or panic attacks? National statistics show
that one in three Americans deal with anxiety at
sometime in their lives, but that number is growing. Christians also struggle with these same issues.
Unfortunately, most suffer in silence, too afraid to
ashamed to admit that they can’t control these
thoughts.
Beginning October17, I will be leading a
two-week class on dealing with anxiety. The first
week we will run through how we fall into the

A
B
I
D
E
STUDENT MINISTRIES
We’ve got some wonderful things coming up
through the end of the year at Abide! We ask that
you’d be in prayer for us as we hope to all grow
together.

November 2-4:
Big Picture Weekend

Big Picture Weekend is our relationshipsthemed retreat where we discuss relationships,
dating, sex, friendship, familial relationships and
everything in between. You just sign up by October
1, and the cost is just $75 for the whole weekend.

October 7-November 25:
Confirmation Class

trap of anxiety, the simple
(but difficult) process of
learning to diffuse our
fear, and exercises that
help us learn to recognize
the patterns of thinking.
The second week we will
be focusing on how to help our families, especially
kids and teens, cope with anxiety in this confusing
and complex world.

CFC FAITH UPDATE

Confirmation Class will begin Sunday, October
7, and it will last eight weeks. We’ll meet every
Sunday from 11:00 AM -12:30 PM (during second
service). You can sign up by emailing me at josh@
lcpc.net.
Josh Horton

I am so excited to celebrate the 50th
Anniversary of the Center for Children on
Sunday, October 14. Your kids have been
practicing a celebratory, worship song in
Chapel for more than a month and they
will be invited to share that song at our one
service that Sunday at 10:00 AM. In addition,

I hope your family can stay after the service
for games, food and fellowship. As not only a
staff member, but also a CFC parent, I am so
thankful for God’s faithfulness to the Center.
He continues to provide strong leadership,
great teachers and wonderful families each
and every year!

with
Pat Chambers
A parenting class during
PEAK on Wednesday nights
from 6:30-8:00 PM. There
is a $20 one-time registration fee, and child care is
available. Come to the
classes that interest you.

October 3

October 10

October 17

“Love and Logic: Early ChildAshley Pollock will prepare a
“Parenting the Love and Logic
hood
Parenting Made Fun (Class
unique
parent
and
child
experience
Way (Class No.1): Putting an End
No.
2):
Teaching Kids to Listen...
for
this
evening.
Get
to
know
more
to Arguing, Back Talk and Begthe
First
Time.”
about
the
PEAK
program
for
kids.
ging.” Come find out about this
style of parenting and see how it
can improve your relationships with
children of any age.
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October 24
Lee Cook will share his expertise
on dealing with anxiety, especially in
children.
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About ten years ago, I was wrapping up my
first week working here at LCPC. I was a little
overwhelmed and definitely on a learning curve.
Mary Wilson approached me to tell me about an
event she wanted to do with the 4th-6th graders,
and I have to be honest, it sounded wacky. She
wanted to transport 20-30 kids to three different
places in one night and she wanted to give them
ice cream before dinner and she wanted everyone
to wear their clothes backwards or inside out. Little
did I know her idea would blossom into one of my
favorite events of the year – the SPARKS Backwards
Dinner!
Every year as we kick off the new school year

and PEAK semester, we have the SPARKS Backwards
Dinner. Children in 4th-6th grade as well as their
leaders show up in their kookiest backwards
ensembles. With the help of some awesome
volunteers, all the kids are driven to three different
houses. At the first stop, we enjoy ice cream sundaes
and get to know you games. At the second stop, we
chow down on pizza, learn about a parable, and
practice our backwards spelling skills. And then at
the third stop, we munch on appetizers and play a
series of backwards relays and, of course, award the
best backwards dressed prizes.
The night usually flies my in a flurry of
laughter, yumminess and excitement. This year,

Dear Friends,
I was chatting with a friend about church
life the other day and we agreed that while politics of all kinds come and go and that there will
always be some issue that tries to divide us as
a church family, we must focus on our purpose
rather than the distractions. Everyone has an
opinion. Some people don’t like a particular
sermon topic or style of worship. Some think no
one notices when they are not in church on a
Sunday or Wednesday night PEAK. Some think
their problems are too small or too big to share.
Some feel they have nothing to contribute.
In my informal study of the Bible, I have
absolutely come to know that God uses the most
unlikely people to accomplish his purposes.
Many of those people had no special talents or
qualifications, except for willingness to be part
of his plan. We often do not know how to listen
for God’s word to us in whatever way it comes.
Sometimes it is a particular Bible verse that
pops into your head or repeats in a devotional
message or a word someone says to you. It could
be something small that you feel led to do like

a kind word, a card or phone call. Sometimes
it is the small things that have a big impact on
your life or that of someone else. Don’t be afraid
to ask God to show you what to do. You may be
that perfectly unlikely person.
These past several months, I have been
trying to spend more time alone with God. I
pray every day for a long list of friends and even
strangers that need His love, strength, healing
and comfort. I pray all those things for myself. I
have wonderful friends who pray for me.
What I think I really need to do is just be
silent in my time of devotion. I need to ask for
the Holy Spirit to show me my purpose in this
time of life. You can ask Him to show you what
it is for you.
Each of us is in a different season, so our
individual purpose will be suited for this time of
our life, whether we are in school, work, retirement, etc, but it will be our own.
Our God is trustworthy. His plan for you is
good. Be willing.
In Christ,
Kerry Milbrodt
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the event is taking place on Friday, October 5, from
6:00 – 9:00 PM. We will meet in the church parking lot and pick up will be at the Wilson’s house
located up Briggs at 2352 Jayma Lane. I hope that
all of our 4th-6th graders are able to attend this
fun, fellowship building event. RSVP to me at ashley@lcpc.net if your SPARKS child plans to attend
so we make sure we have plenty of delicious food.
PEAK continues this month with our Lego
themed “Building Our Faith: The Life of Jesus”
series. Kristy and I were so happy to see all the
PEAK kids again on September 12 when we kicked
off the new semester. I hope your child can come
and invite friends because we have a ton of cool
activities planned including: Lego challenges,
scavenger hunts, make your own (nut-free) trail
mix stations and, of course, time learning about
our Savior, Jesus.
On October 10, we will be offering a special
Parent/Kid PEAK class in addition to our usual
children’s classes from 6:30-8:00 PM. Parents are
invited to come and spend the evening with their
children and see first-hand what we do in Lively
Lambs, Fast Frogs and SPARKS. Please consider
joining us for a night of family fun and worship.
Last but not least, I know it may seem early to
think about Christmas, but we will be collecting
boxes for Operation Christmas Child from October
28 through November 18. Donated boxes should be
filled with small toys, school supplies and hygiene
items and each box will be given to a child in need
around the world. Please note that this year, Samaritan’s Purse is asking that you do NOT put any
consumables in your boxes – no candy or mints.
More information with be forthcoming but it is
never too early to start saving those shoe boxes!
I look forward to seeing you and your families
on Sundays and Wednesdays and hope you will be
able to participate in some of our special events.
In Christ,
Ashley Pollock

Kids Say
The Darndest Things
Ashley: (finishes sharing the Parable of
the Unforgiving Servant at CFC Chapel) “And
so, God wants us to follow His example and
forgive others.”
9-Year-Old: “So really, Ashley, it is all
about peaceful conflict resolution. We can’t let
our emotions control our actions.”

from the

Church
Mouse

It must be October, because the pumpkin
products are out in full force at all the local
grocery stores. Can’t wait to try me some Pumpkin
Pie Pop Tarts!
PEAK is in full swing and everyone is enjoying Andy’s “Journey With Jesus” discussionbased class, Lee’s Bible Questions class, and
Pat’s “Parenting For All Seasons” class.
It was a wonderful last minute surprise to have
Whitney Lescher and Kari Richey take over
the Bible Journaling class while Michelle
Bouse is on hiatus – four great adult classes to
choose from, a delicious hot dinner, and fun activities for infants through middle schoolers. Where
else can you get all this on a Wednesday night?
We need volunteers to help serve the PEAK
dinners from 5:25 PM - 6:25 PM. Students can
earn community service hours. You can also
volunteer to help clean up after PEAK dinner. Call
the church office and Nancy will put you in touch
with Elaine Ross-Collins.
Ashley has started a new digital check-in
system for PEAK children for an additional measure of safety to our program. It requires families
to come to a check-in table, sign in on a tablet,
and receive two labels – one for the parent and
one for the child. Don’t forget to bring your label
back to pick up your child.
Everyone is excited for CFC’s 50th Anniversary Celebration on Sunday, October 14. It
will begin with one contemporary worship service
at 10:00 AM featuring a CFC Children’s Choir.
Activities will begin around the campus at 11:30
AM with a photo booth, face painting, a bounce
house, demonstrations and open houses in each
classroom. From 12:00 – 2:00 PM, lunch, sno
cones, popcorn and other treats will be served. We
hope you will join us in celebrating not only the
best childcare center in La Crescenta, but also the
biggest outreach we offer to this community.
Student Ministries has started all their classes
back up and would love to have kids and their
friends join in the fun. Tasty Tuesdays is in the
Student Center from 2:30 – 6:00 PM and is open
to Junior and Senior High students. They can bring
homework, hang out and drink coffee and Kool-

Aid drinks. Beverages are $2, but free if it’s your
first time attending or you bring a friend.
Abide Junior High is happening every
Wednesday night from 6:30 – 8:00 PM down in the
Student Center and Abide Senior High is every
Thursday night from 7:00 – 9:00 PM. Each group
offers games, worship and teaching. Josh would
also love for parents to email him a schedule of
their kids’ sporting events, so someone from
the Abide Ministry can go cheer your kids on.
Country Kick-Off Sunday had
a fabulous turnout last month with
lots of new faces in the pews and great
music by our Praise Band, Cathedral
Choir and guest musicians. Thanks so
much to Dan Blessinger for all his
hard work in organizing the service. The
biscuits and gravy brunch afterward
was a big hit! Thanks to our fellowship
team, but especially to our dapper chefs
Y Wyroski, John Weingarten and
Jim Larson. Everyone also enjoyed
an encore performance by the choir
during the brunch. Nothing like a good
old country gathering to start the fall
season.
About 40 people came out for the end of the
summer picnic at CV Park and enjoyed an evening of food, volleyball, music and fun. Hoping the
local bees don’t get the memo to attend next time!
They enjoyed the food just as much as we all did.
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Bunco Night is back by popular
demand, and students – we heard
your requests! This time, anyone
Junior High age and older is invited
to attend. We will be hosting the biggest Bunco game in LCPC history on
Saturday evening, November 3, at 6:30
PM in Koopmans. You’re welcome to
bring a dessert to share and be ready
to roll those dice.
If you haven’t gone up to the
Library or the Children’s Ministry
office lately, be sure to pop your head
in because Kristy Hicks has been
working hard to clean and organize
in there. It has never looked so tidy
in all the years I’ve been snooping
around this church!
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month and I know our Bosom
Buddies support group would want
all you ladies to get your checkups
this month if you haven’t done so
recently. Bosom Buddies meets the
second Monday of each month and is
a wonderful support group for ladies
living with breast cancer. Contact the
church office for more information.
Did you get to see the annual
Patriots Day Parade around our
town on September 11? CFC joined the American Legion Post to commemorate the day and
celebrate first responders. The kids had a great
time waving flags given to them by the American
Legion as all the vintage cars and emergency
vehicles went by. I hope they all saw Bob Keiter
who was in the parade with the Sheriff’s Department.
Thank you to Aaron Leucht, an alumnus
of CFC, who built new backpack holders for the

CFC school-age program as part of his Eagle Scout
Project. Pat and the kids are so grateful.
Enjoy this festive fall month, whether you’re
trick or treating, partaking in pumpkin products,
or praising God for the gorgeous fall colors. See
you next month!

CFC Heartbeat
Director’s Corner
This month we celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the Center for Children. What a rich history
this program has. For years the Center
for Children has been a standard
bearer of quality preschool and
child care. Our mission statement reads, “Our mission is to
provide quality child care that
is nurturing, respectful and
educational and which reflects
Christ’s love to children and their
families.” Our goals are listed as:
• To provide developmentally appropriate activities that allow children
the freedom to explore new
ideas and concepts.
• To provide a physical environment that challenges both mind and body.
• To provide an environment that teaches God’s
love and forgiveness.
• To provide a warm, nurturing and trained
staff committed to building the child’s emotional, physical, mental and spiritual self.
• To provide a partnership with parents in the
education of their children through parent
conferences, parent education, family events
and newsletters.
Every day we open our doors to the possibility of making a difference in the life of a child
or family. Over the years we have walked beside

Staff
Development Day
The Center will be closed on Friday, October
19, for a staff development day. There will be no
van pick up and no classes. The entire staff will be
going to Hollywood Presbyterian Church to hear
two presentations: “The Part of Art that’s from the
Heart! Art Activities that Promote Creative and Critical Thinking.” This presentation examines using
art to help children develop critical and creative
thinking skills with open-ended developmentally
appropriate art activities.
The second presentation is “I’ve Got Your
Number! Developmentally Appropriate Sequences
of Mathematic Skills in Early Childhood.” This presentation is focused on understanding the developmental sequence of mathematics skills appropriate
for preschool and kindergarten children.

parents through joys like an addition to a family,
the promotion of their child, job changes etc. We
have also walked beside parents in the tough times
like divorce, unemployment, moving, illnesses and
death. We have helped parents find resources for
their children and have been a sounding board
for families as they navigate their family
journey.
Currently with a staff of 38 and
177 children enrolled, we are one
of the largest child care programs
in the Crescenta Valley area. We
have sent staff off to be teachers,
preschool director’s psychologist, therapists, pastors and other
professions. Over the years we
have had thousands of children
walk through our rooms. We
have had hundreds, if not more
than a thousand, staff members
and and countless volunteers in our
classrooms or who have served on our committee.
The La Crescenta Presbyterian Church has always
supported this ministry believing that Christ calls
us to bring the little children to Him.
We hope that you will all join us on Sunday, October 14, to celebrate this special day. The
children will be singing in worship (10:00 AM)
and then go to special class time with Ashley and
Kristy. Following worship, we will have lunch ($3)
in Koopmans Hall, activities in the classrooms,
and special events throughout the afternoon for
kids to participate in. We will have T-shirts for sale
($5) and other food items. Come look at vintage
CFC photos and news clippings along with an open
house throughout the center.
Pat Murphy Chambers
Director since June 1997

Mommy & Me Day
This year our 50th anniversary celebration is
taking the place of our Mommy and Me day. Therefore the traditional Daddy and Me day in January
will become a Parents and Me day. We don’t want
moms to miss out on a special day with their kids.

Upcoming Dates
October 26: GUSD closed, but school age
kids will be here all day.
November 12: CFC and GUSD Closed for
Veterans Day.
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The parenting classes continue this month.
Wednesday, October 3, will be our first class of “Parenting the Love and Logic Way” with Pat Chambers. You are invited to join us for this expedition
into becoming the parents we want to be for our
children. Class starts at 6:30 PM with an optional
dinner beforehand at 5:30 PM. Children age 2 and
under will go to child care while children age 3
and up will go to classes that include crafts, music,
stories and fun.
October 10 will feature a special class time
with parents and children all together. On October
17, “Love and Logic Early Childhood Parenting”
made fun with Pat Chambers and on October 24,
Lee Cook will be our guest speaker on “Anxiety and
Children.” There will be no class on Halloween.
Registration is just $20 for the year. Pick and choose
the classes you would like to attend. Check our
website www.center4children.com for full syllabus.

Spotlight on
Helen Tuma
Helen was on staff in 1997 when I came in as
the director. At the time, Sonni Cranford was the
assistant director. Within a year or two, Sonni had
a chance to direct her own program in her home
church. I went to the staff and asked this one question, other than yourself, who would you like to see
in the role of assistant director. I think Helen was
the only one that didn’t write HELEN on that ballot.
Boy did the staff do a great job of picking her. She
has been my partner for 20 years in the office.
Her strengths, her ideas, her thoughtfulness, her
kindness, her commitment to childhood and her
faith have all contributed to the success of the CFC.
In the beginning it was Carol Murphy and Betty
White. Today it is Pat Murphy Chambers and Helen
Tuma. Teamwork makes the dream work!

Find us on

Facebook
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Worship Schedule for october
NEW SONG WORSHIP (CONTEMPORARY), SUNDAYS AT 9:00 AM
SERVICE OF PRAISE (classic), SUNDAYS AT 11:00 Am

ly,” worship service. Over the years, God has used CFC to strengthen
the faith of thousands of families and introduce their children to
the Savior. In addition to a multi-media show and special music
led by our Praise Band (including a lively children’s chorus), we’ll
interview a diverse group of key leaders about what the Spirit has
taught us. After worship, everyone is invited to Koopmans Hall for
a hamburger and hot dog BBQ ($3 per person). Various familyfriendly activities will happen in the CFC classrooms. Meanwhile
we’ll enjoy snow cones, popcorn, and special music by a local artist. Bring your friends and spread the word among CFC Alumni!

This month we’ll seek the Spirit’s guidance as we explore three
more of those Ten Tough Questions: “Are Science and Faith Compatible?” (10/7), “How Can I Become More Like Jesus?” (10/21),
and “Can I Lose My Salvation?” (10/28). Each week we’ll find
ourselves at that place where faith intersects with real life. No matter where you are in your walk with God, the stories, testimonies
and ideas we’ll explore will help you survive and thrive in the face
of your toughest challenges.
On Sunday, October 14, we’ll celebrate the 50th anniversary of
LCPC’s Center for Children at a special 10:00 AM, “one-service-on-

october 7
World communion Sunday

october 21

Message by Lee Cook
“Ten Tough Questions – How Can I Become More Like Jesus?”

Message by Andy Wilson
“Ten Tough Questions – Are Science and Faith Compatible?”

october 28
Reformation sunday

October 14
CENTER FOR CHILDREN 50TH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!
ONE SERVICE ONLY AT 10:00 AM
LED BY THE PRAISE BAND

Message by Lee Cook
“Ten Tough Questions – Can I Lose My Salvation?”
Let your friends know how God is changing lives.
Invite those without a church home to worship with you!

After worship, everyone is invited to a BBQ in Koopmans Hall
followed by special events (until 2:00 PM).
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