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On August 11 and 12, the Global Leadership
Summit, put on by Willow Creek Community Church, will be at La Canada Presbyterian
Church. We are co-hosts for the two-day event.
Every August, the Global Leadership Summit is

out in a day. The regular price is $189, but with
our discount code you only pay $99. Go to: http://
www.willowcreek.com/events/leadership/locations.asp, search for Los Angeles/La Canada, and
click on that location.
But before you do that,
call either the church or CFC
office to get the discount code
(we are unable to publish it).
The discount is good until
June 28. These are two full
days with a lunch break. We
hope to find a place to meet
together for lunch on Friday.
The entire LCPC staff is making a commitment to attend.
Elders, Deacons, Session
bill hYbels
melinda gates
alan mulallY
bishop t. d. JaKes
committee
moderators, small
Founder and
Founder and Senior
Co-Chair,
President and CEO,
group
leaders,
choir officers,
Senior Pastor,
Pastor, Willow Creek
Bill & Melinda Gates
Ford Motor Company
and anyone else who has
The Potter’s House
Community Church
Foundation
(2006-2014)
leadership responsibilities in
telecast LIVE from Willow Creek’s campus near
Pictured above are just a few of the speakers.
any area of their life are encouraged to join them.
Chicago to more than 300 locations in North
As co-hosts of this event, our members receive You will be blessed, inspired, and changed. For
America. Throughout the fall, Summit events take a discounted price. If you attend this Summit live more information, please contact Pat Chambers
place in an additional 675 sites in 125 countries in in Chicago, the cost is more than $225 and is sold at (818) 249-8124.
59 different languages.
This amazing program will include incredible speakers from the business and church world.
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They will share their personal insights on their
leadership and journeys to success. In addition,
you will get to hear stories from people who have
attended this Summit and how it changed their
approach to leadership.

proJeCt dominiCana 2016 –
Vitamins and glasses driVe

How can you help with Project Dominicana 2016? We need
vitamins and reading glasses!
This year’s medical team
will dispense 20,000 vitamins
to malnourished and hungry
people of all ages living in the
Dominican Republic. We need
your help to build our supply.
Please consider donating a bottle
of vitamins this month as we
prepare for our trip. Everyone
who comes to one of our mobile
health care clinics gets a bag of
these vitamins to help them battle parasites and
the malnutrition that compromises their health.
The vitamins we need to collect are adult
multiples, children’s chewable multiple vitamins,
pre-natal, and infant liquid. NO GUMMY vitamins

as the humidity in the D.R.
makes them difficult to keep. All
vitamins must be current and
unopened.
New this year to our clinics
are reading glasses. If you have
used readers in good condition
that you would like to donate, we
will dispense them to patients
who need help reading their
Bibles and other materials. No
prescription glasses needed, only
readers. Some of our Sparks
have already started to sew cloth
pouches for the glasses.
Please put all donations in baskets designated
for glasses and vitamins in the Narthex.
MUCHAS GRACIAS!
Mary Wilson

p a S t o R ’ S

l E t t E R

Dear friends,
From the very start –
from the time of his birth
– Jesus’ mission was to rescue
the world from sin and death
and make disciples who
resemble him. To accomplish
that mission, Jesus had to show unwavering obedience to his Heavenly Father.
He had to become one of us so that he could
identify with us and represent us before the Father.
He who was rich had to become poor. The God who
ruled over the universe had to become weak and
humble.
As a human, Jesus had to experience every form
of temptation so that he could prove his righteousness and fulfill the demands of God’s law. He had
to suffer from frustration and fatigue. He had to
feel the sting of rejection. He had to submit to his
enemies and continue to love them even as they
conspired to destroy him.
Jesus revealed his Father’s plan to his followers. The Lord had come to establish his Father’s
Kingdom. He would plant the Kingdom in people’s
hearts where it would grow and bear fruit throughout eternity. But first, Christ would have to defeat
God’s enemies. He would fight a great war, one that
would last for his entire ministry and beyond. The
decisive battle, the one that would signal the defeat
of evil, of Satan, of the Law, and even of death itself,
would be fought by him alone at Calvary.

The early Christians saw Jesus as a lone warrior
fighting on our behalf. Wherever he went, Jesus
encountered resistance, and it often looked like
he was going to suffer defeat. That was true at his
birth, when Herod sent his henchmen after him.
That was true in the Jordanian desert, when God
delivered him into Satan’s hands. That was true in
Nazareth, where, after his first sermon, the people
he grew up with tried to hurl him off a cliff. That
was true in Gethsemane, where his closest disciples
failed to keep watch with him, and one of them
betrayed him. And that was certainly true at his
crucifixion, where, just before his death, Jesus cried
out to his Father, “Why have you forsaken me?”
Jesus had been obedient to the very end. But
that none of that mattered to the disciples as they
were removing his limp, blood-stained body from
the cross. It was only after they saw him resurrected
that the disciples understood what their master
had accomplished. Using the weapon of his obedience, he had dealt a death-blow to the Enemy. What
looked like a worst catastrophe every to befall the
planet turned out to be a victory that ushered in
God’s Kingdom.
Our sins died on the cross with Jesus. All the
bad things we’re done to ourselves and to others –
all the hateful thoughts that have passed through
our minds – all the times when, instead of doing
the right thing, we’ve taken the easy road – all
the times when, instead of forgiving the one who
has hurt us, we’ve harbored a grudge – Christ took

“For everything there is a season, and a
time for every matter under heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

summer vacation or music in the park, we are also
mindful that there are those in our church family
who have suffered tremendous pain and loss the
last several months. The words above remind us
that God sets the time for everything and our responsibility as Christians is to celebrate or mourn
with our neighbors by serving them and thus
serving Him as required by the occasion.
Deacons try to be the eyes and ears of the
church so that they are prepared to serve in
specific ways during these times. To aid us in our
service, we have placed blue Deacon’s Cards in the
pews that identify the LCPC Deacons for 2016, the
tasks they perform and contact information. Please
take one and keep it for future reference. Let us
know if we can be of service.
Kathy Hill

It simply cannot be May already! Graduation
announcements have gone out and dates have
been set for us to watch children celebrate the
transition to middle or high school and young
adults graduate from high school and college.
Time is fleeing before our eyes as we watch tiny
people toddling in the breezeway who just last year
were infants in their mother’s arms. Even as we
celebrate, we want to reach out and grasp the moment, if only to hold it for a little while longer.
Yet even in the midst of planning for the next
phase of our lives, whether it is a momentous
change or something as simple and pleasant as
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them all with him to Calvary.
We must always remember that the Lord didn’t
have to suffer as he did. God didn’t force him to go
along with his plan. Jesus embraced suffering and
sorrow because he loves us. He wanted to save us
more than he wanted to save himself.
We must remember, too, that every disciple
has a cross to bear. Sometimes your cross is being
ridiculed for doing the right thing. Sometimes it’s
loving people who don’t love you back. Suffering is
an unavoidable consequence of living by the Spirit.
All who align themselves with God’s Kingdom must
endure some degree of suffering. Yet we have the
great comfort of knowing we don’t suffer alone.
The Lord understands our trials. More than that, he
walks through them with us.
Christ’s love for us never ends. As we contemplate Christ’s faithfulness, we learn to be faithful.
As we remember how Christ suffered for us, we
become better able to suffer for him. And as we turn
to Christ in faith, and receive new life from him, we
share in his glorious victory.
Love and good cheer,
Andy Wilson

CFC FAITH
UPDATE

As we wrap up the school year at CFC, we
will be looking at the adventures of Paul – a
man who wanted to share the love of Jesus
no matter what! Paul’s exciting life included
becoming temporarily blind, singing in a
jail cell, and surviving a ship wreck. I can
see the crafts already and I’m excited to
share these adventures with the kids.

messenger

la c RE Sc E Nta pRE SbytERiaN c huRc h

art direCtor/editor
Shawn Kelly
shawndraws@gmail.com

publisher
lois brown

messenger deadline
sundaY, maY 15
9:00 am sharp!
Messenger articles and corrections should be
emailed to shawndraws@gmail.com. please
put the word “Messenger” in the subject line.
they can also be placed in the Messenger
folder. Materials submitted after the deadline
may be omitted at the discretion of the editor.

lEE’S
l at E S t
“But love your
enemies, do good to them,
and lend to them without
expecting to get anything
back. Then your reward
will be great, and you
will be children of the
Most High, because he is
kind to the ungrateful
and wicked.” (Luke 6:35)
Which God do we worship? Is God a miserly,
tightfisted prison warden just looking for a chance
to enforce rules? That’s the view most people have
of the God of the Bible including many Christians.
But the God Jesus reveals to us is quite the opposite. In the Sermon on the Plain (Luke’s recording
of the Sermon on the Mount), Jesus is proclaiming
the Kingdom of God and he insists that Kingdom
people are generous, compassionate, and able to
love the unlovable. Why are Kingdom people so
lavish in their love? Because that’s who God is. God
loves his enemies, so should Kingdom people. God
gives to his enemies, so should Kingdom people.
Our actions demonstrate the character of the
God we worship. Are we generous and compassionate? Do we love our enemies? If the answer is
“no,” perhaps we don’t worship the God we think
we do? Perhaps we’ve replaced Him with something
altogether different. And any version of God that is
less than the God revealed in Jesus is certain to be
a disappointment.

SESSION
R E P O RT

interVarsitY new england
FinallY oFFiCial!

Last month, Boston Conservatory granted
InterVarsity official club status! We can now reserve
rooms, advertise, and hold events on campus. Our
first event was an ice cream social (Yes, students
wanted ice cream in winter!). Praise God we're
official, and pray for us as we continue reaching
out to new students and for favor as we invite the
interested students to get involved.

Robyn’s two best friends are Jewish and Muslim
and are asking Robyn questions about the Bible
and her faith! Robyn decided to start a food and
faith conversation group for them and her entire
dorm.
Alan grew up attending church and recently decided to follow Jesus for himself! Hear
him tell his 3-minute story at: https://vimeo.
com/157650871?from=outro-embed
Alan often shares how
he wishes more Berklee
students joined InterVarsity.
He is starting to invite his
friends and start conversations about God. Alan is
taking steps toward leadership. Pray for God to show
Alan what a transformed
community could look like
at Berklee.

praY
with us

Students are perpetually stressed and tired, so
we hosted a pizza party at New England Conservatory to help them relax and have fun. For the first
time many of the InterVarsity students invited their
friends and10 new students came! Many of them
kept exclaiming, "This is so much fun!" and "I'm
so glad I came!" I was so proud of the InterVarsity
students bravely inviting their friends!

new student leaders

Before InterVarsity, Robyn thought the Bible
would be too difficult to understand, but now has
the desire and confidence to read the Bible on her
own!

• For Heather, Yoga,
and Amy to say yes to following Jesus.
• For more students to become leaders: Robyn,
Alan, Larry, and Luis.
• For Robyn as she launches a food and faith
outreach in her dorm this April.
• For the students and me to be filled with the
Spirit that gives us courage and boldness to talk
with more students on campus. (Acts 4:31)

thanK You

Your prayers and support make it possible for
students to invite their friends to learn about Jesus,
come to faith, and become leaders on campus
Marie & Daniel
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Robyn, New England Conservatory freshman,
trombone
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Alan, Berklee sophomore, performance and film
scoring
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A Reflection on
Graduations
It is hard to believe that the end of the school
year is upon us. With GUSD letting out on June 1,
summer vacation a mere month away! Even as a
child, I found the end of the school year a bit sad.
I knew I would miss my routine, my friends, and
especially all of the books at the school library.
But this year in particular the end of the school
year is producing deep feelings of nostalgia. I am
sending a fantastic group of sixth graders who
have challenged me, and made me laugh until
my stomach ached, off to ABIDE. They have shown
deep compassion for people in need and a sincere
desire to learn more about who our God is. I know
I will see them at LCPC but I will miss their presence at FISH each Sunday morning.
This year, 9 of my 11 small group girls who I
have come to think of as the (very) younger sisters
I never had, are graduating from high school! I
met most of them nearly eight years ago when
they were cute 9 and 10-year-olds with missing
teeth and cartoon pencil cases. They are beautiful,
kind, delightfully witty, and wonderfully sincere
young ladies and I am so very proud of them.
And lastly, my own
husband is graduating
from Calvin Theological
Seminary with his PhD.
Charlotte will be taking
her first plane ride when
we fly out to Michigan to
cheer on our favorite guy
as he dons that cap and
gown. And so, as I ponder
all of this matriculating
– all of this impending
change – I am struck by
two things: 1) Gratitude:
I am so grateful for the
way God created us to
be relational and then
provided us with other
people to challenge and
comfort us and to nurture
our growth. 2) The need
for trust: These graduations will bring about a lot
of changes to Children’s
Ministries, to my small

group, to my own little home, but in the midst of
changes our God is constant.
God will continue to plant seeds and grow
great fruit in the lives of those 6th graders. God
will watch over my girls as they go off to college,
never losing sight of them, never changing in His
love for them. And God will open doors for Darren to use what he has learned and to share the
knowledge he has been given. I just need to trust
all of this. In the end, isn’t that what we all need
to do – trust our God more and more and more.
Because in the grand scheme of things, He is working all things for good.

Hall for anyone and everyone! Bring a friend and
come enjoy a meal, devotion, games and dessert to
celebrate God’s amazing gift of the Holy Spirit and
the beginning of the early church.
PEAK ends on May 25 and that evening we
will be recognizing our SPARKS 6th graders with a
tribute night. All SPARKS are asked to bring a baby
picture sometime before the 25th. We will have
special games, a slide show, and snack to send off
our 6th grade friends.
I hope to see all at one or more of these
events. We can welcome in the summer, and all the
changes it brings, together.

Mark Your Calendars

Kids Say
The Darndest Things

Because of all these graduations, May will be a
bit busy but not too busy for some Children’s Ministries fun and some VBS planning. Vacation Bible
School isn’t happening until July 11-15, but the time
to prepare for it is here! Anyone who is able to serve
at VBS is asked to attend a volunteer meeting on
Sunday, May 1, from 1:00 - 2:30 PM in Koopmans
Hall. Snacks will be served.
To celebrate Pentecost, Children’s Ministries
will be hosting a “Church Birthday Party” on
Friday, May 13 from 6:00 – 8:00 PM in Koopmans
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(At CFC, we always sing a song about the
Bible before we read it. Part of the song includes
spelling out the word “Bible.” Recently, a preschooler was very excited to share that he had
the song memorized.)
3-Year-Old: “I know how to spell Bible and
sing the Bible song. The B-I-B-B-B, it’s made for
you and me! It is God’s Word that we have heard.
The B-I-B-B-B! Our Bible!”

It’s May – the month for moms and grads! If
you know a mom who is a traditional music lover,
bring her to the 11:00 AM service on Mother’s
Day so she can enjoy both our amazing choirs
– the Cathedral and Bell Choirs! Great way
to celebrate Mother’s Day, and perfect timing for a
delicious lunch on the town afterwards!
We have lots of graduates in our midst
this month. There is a big group of seniors in our
youth group who will be moving on to colleges
and careers in the fall. Allison Arnold, Jessica
Steinert, Georgie Milbrodt, and Carleigh
Fernandez are all graduating with their bachelor’s degrees. And then we have Darren Pollock
graduating with his PhD in Historical Theology
from Calvin Theological Seminary. Dr. Darren
has a nice ring to it! Congratulations – we are so
proud of all of you and your hard work!
There were some very successful LCPC events
in April. It was certainly a month of giving and

the wonderful ladies who
bid on baskets or made
generous donations.
Thank you to all the
fearless people who donated blood at the recent
Blood Drive hosted by
the Deacons. We had
a big turn out as always,
and your pints could be
saving a life as you’re
reading this.
Did you get a chance
to see the beautiful
Easter banners we had
in the Narthex? Shawn
Kelly designed them, and Martha Bryan used
her quilting talents to create them. Thank you
ladies!
Ashley had a great time taking 36 friends
to the El Capitan Theater to
see Disney’s Zootopia! She
had a mix of LCPC and CFC
kids who loved the movie and
the interesting characters
along Hollywood Blvd. Apparently Spiderman was not as
physically fit as one young
moviegoer thought he should
be for a superhero!
Children’s Ministries
started a new program called
Super Sundays that
involves a special activity that
ties in to the Bible story for the
week. The first week the kids
Elaine Ross-Collins, Sharon Olson and Carol Hampar at Foothills
did a science experiment with
Relay for Life.
light and got to make edible
generosity! Sharon Olsen, her daughters Jenna eyeballs as they learned about Saul being blinded
and Chelsea, and Greg Wolflick organized
on the Road to Damascus! I’m sure they won’t
another energetic team for the Foothills Relay
forget that story after
for Life. Despite the rainy weather, our team of 17 their eyeball snack!
registered walkers donned raincoats, goggles, and
Ashley is eagerly
even pool floaties and walked miles and miles!
recruiting volunteers
Chelsea and Jenna each did their annual 26.2
for the Deep Sea
miles and raised more than $2,500 in honor of
Discovery VBS week,
their father John. Elaine Ross Collins walked which will be July 11seven miles and raised $1,110! There were 75
15. Please contact her if
supporters of our team, and we raised more than
you would like to help!
$6,800 for cancer research. We were the second
It takes a lot of people
highest fundraising team of the event which
to make this amazing
raised $45,000 in total. Thank you to everyone who program run smoothly!
walked and supported this important cause.
We are also in need
The Crescenta Valley High School club
of volunteers to learn
Project Angel hosted a delightful tea party and
and run the sound
silent auction at The T Room in Montrose. All system and slide
the proceeds went toward building supplies for the
shows at both services,
Project Dominicana 2016 trip. A big thank
but especially second
you to Mary Wilson, Debbie Thompson,
service. No experience
Kerry Milbrodt, and Michele Fernandez
is needed – experts in
who helped the girls organize the event, and to all
the field will train you!

Volunteers then work on a
rotating basis.
fRoM thE
Mission Mexico is
this month, May 13-15, and
there is still room for any
men and high school aged
boys who are interested.
You will build a house for a
needy family in a day, and
have fun doing it! Contact
Greg Wolflick for details:
(818) 957-1032.
LCPC will be cohosting The Global
Leadership Summit
at La Canada Presbyterian
Church on August 11 and 12. This is a great opportunity for anyone who wishes to improve their
leadership skills at work, in the church, or in other
organizations. Our church staff and the CFC office
staff will be attending. If you sign up through
LCPC by June 28, you receive a significant discount.
Contact the LCPC office for more information.
CFC is offering a first aid and CPR training class on June 3. If you need to renew your
certification, contact the CFC office to sign up. This
is not a class for first time certification – renewals
only.
CFC is looking for a full size basketball
hoop on a stand with a backboard. Anyone have
one in good condition they could donate? Contact
Pat if you can help them out.
Pat recently had a 3-year-old walk into her
office with an orange marker in her hand. She said
to Pat, “I found this in the garden. It belongs in a
place with doors.” As the Church Mouse, I’m so
thankful to have help putting things back in their
proper places around here. It’s not easy carrying
a marker in your mouth and squeezing through
doors! Talk to you next month!

ChurCh
mouse

BISTRO
50+
FUN FOOD, FELLOWSHIP

Join us
for lunch!
Tuesday, May 24
(the fourth Tuesday, not the last)
12 Noon in Koopmans
Only $5!
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CFC Heartbeat
Director’s Corner
We’ve all had the experience of making a
mistake that we needed to apologize for, or being asked to forgive someone whom we felt had
wronged us. Both situations are tricky circumstances that can either be handled and quickly
forgotten, or are mishandled and create negative
feelings that linger for days. How do we guide
children in giving apologies or granting forgiveness when we as adults aren’t always so deft in
these situations ourselves? Below are some ideas
to consider. This month I will share ideas on how
to apologize and in June on how to forgive.
Situations that may need an apology occur
regularly between children. A sibling may accidentally bump into her younger brother. Your
son may get upset with a friend who won a game
your child really wanted to win. It is easy to tell a
child to apologize and figure the incident is over,
but apologizing between children can become
routine. They may think that all they need to do is
say “sorry.” This leaves children thinking that they
don’t need to be responsible for their actions beyond a one-word apology. Sometimes, we pressure
our child to say “I’m sorry.” Over time, children

Global Leadership
Summit
This August our church is co-hosting a Global
Leadership Summit at La Canada Presbyterian
Church. This was an amazing experience for me
last summer and one that I am now helping to
promote. It is not just for church leadership, but
for anyone who has leadership responsibilities on
the job or with other organizations or boards you
may serve on, or other volunteer commitments.
Please see the full article on the Global Leadership
Summit in this newsletter or stop by the CFC office
and talk with Pat.

Important Dates
May 30: Memorial Day, CFC Closed
June 1: Last Day of GUSD. Minimum day
June 2: Full Day at CFC
June 3: CFC Closed for Staff Development
June 6: Summer program begins. Children in new
classes

may feel resentful of this request because they
don’t really feel sorry.
When managing conflict resolution for kids,
helping children see the consequences of their
actions is more likely to lead to learning. Consider
the child’s age and the seriousness of the incident
in determining how to respond. “You knocked
Sophie down. She bumped her elbow. Look, she’s
crying. I know you didn’t mean to hurt her, but
what do you think you can do to help her feel
better?” Have the child who caused the accident,
whether intentional or not, ask the hurt child if
he or she wants a hug, an ice pack or something
else. Understanding the consequences of their
actions and helping to fix the situation are two
key elements in helping children develop empathy
for others.
Another way to help children understand the
apology is to see adults around them offer an
apology, even/especially to them.
Pat

Glendale College
On May 27, students from Glendale College
who are studying dance will come and work with
the children in Rooms 107 and 108 at 10:00 AM.
They will introduce dance movements to them and
act out stories. This is always a fun time and an
added special event for CFC.

Parent Meeting
On May 24 we will have a Parent Meeting for
you to meet the staff in the room your child will be
moving into for the next year starting June 6. The
staff will share goals for the year and talk about
what your child needs in their room and any other
information, and answer any questions you might
have. If your child is going to be in our Day Camp
program for the first time (children entering 1st 6th grade), this is a must attend meeting to fully
register your child. This starts at 6:30 PM and will
be over by 7:30 PM.
If you are a new to us parent, or want a
refresher on general CFC policies, then come at 6:00
PM for a meeting with Pat. This is an important
night of information and we hope at least one
parent can attend. This is an adults-only meeting,
no child care.

Family BBQ
On Tuesday, May 10, the smell of BBQ will be
coming from the Courtyard and you will say to
yourself, “Why should I cook when Bob and Robert
are cooking right here in the Courtyard?” And I
would say, “Why indeed!” Join us for our annual
Spring Family BBQ. We will start serving at 5:30
PM and will continue until 6:15 PM. Come on by
and visit with other families at CFC. This is always
a great night of fun. You can be home by 7:00 PM
with no dishes to do.
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Jungle Day
Last month we had Jungle Day at CFC and
it was so much fun. I love the fact that this idea
came from Suzee, the assistant in Room 104. She
was helped by Candice and Triny along with Robert
in the kitchen who made special “jungle” food.
Look for more special days coming!
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worship sChedule For maY

NEw SoNG woRShip (coNtEMpoRaRy), SuNDayS at 9:00 aM
SERvicE of pRaiSE (claSSic), SuNDayS at 11:00 aM
that sets the pattern for us all. He casts a vision of God’s plan to
unite the divisive elements of our broken world.
This month’s Evensong Prayer Service (May 15) will be led by
Women’s Ministries.

May messages on Sundays will focus on stories and teachings
from the magnificent Gospel of Luke. Filled with powerful truths,
Luke shows us that the whole world ran according to a plan laid
out by God. He explores the God-breathed life of Jesus – the life

maY 1
the lord’s supper

maY 15
penteCost sundaY!

Message by Lee Cook – “Christ’s Commission to His Church”
Gospel singer Ray Sidney will lead us
in a time of Spirit-filled praise! (9:00 AM only)
For personal study: Luke 10: 17-20

Message by Lee Cook – “First Things First”
Celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit by wearing red!
For personal study: Luke 10: 38-42

maY 15, 5:00-5:50 pm
eVensong praYer serViCe

maY 8
mother’s daY!

Gather in the sanctuary for this powerful time of prayer, readings
and contemplative songs. Bring a friend who needs prayer!

Message by Andy Wilson – “The Kindness of Strangers”
A children’s chorus sings at both services
and the bells play at 11:00 AM
For personal study: Luke 10: 29-37

maY 22

Message by Andy Wilson – “Audacious Prayers”
For personal study: Luke 11:5-8

maY 29

Message by Lee Cook – “Handling Money God’s Way”
For personal study: Luke 12: 13-21
Let your friends know how God is changing lives. Invite those without a church home to worship with you!
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