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STAR TING JANUARY 11: WEDNESDAY NIGHT PEAK!
Praise and Education for Adults and Kids 2017 Winter-Spring Lineup!

If you’ve never participated in
Wednesday night PEAK at LCPC, think
about what you’ve been missing!
• An excellent, hot meal is served in Koopmans Hall from 5:30-6:20 PM For just $3 ($2
for children) you get a main course, one or
two side dishes, salad, three drink options,
and dessert! You’d probably pay more if you
bought the food and cooked it yourself!
• From 6:30-8:00 PM, there are three different
groups offered for children (and infant and
toddler care), Abide Junior High, and Bell
Choir for high school youths and adults
(6:30-7:30 PM).
• The Cathedral Choir rehearses from 7:309:00 PM.
Over the next several months, adults
will have four exciting and very different
options from 6:30-8:00 PM:

• The Gospel of Mark with Lee Cook!
Dig into the Gospel to discover how we can
be faithful to Jesus in today’s uncertain
times. The class accommodates different
learning styles and includes lively discussion,
games, light homework and…candy! (See
“Lee’s Latest” for details.) Meets in Koopmans Hall North.
• Creative Bible Journaling with
Michelle Bouse! Back by popular demand, this fun group creates art pieces that
are inspired by the Bible. At each class Michelle introduces a different art theme with
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examples. Art supplies are provided. Anyone
age 16 or older is welcome. To purchase your
Bible journal, go to:  http://www.lifeway.
com/n/Type/Journaling-Bible.    0 Meets in
the Narthex.
• Foundations for Families! Want a
stronger, healthier marriage? Working with a
dynamic new church-based program called
Deep Love, couples will acquire powerful
and practical tools they can use to build a

solid foundation for a lifetime. This group is
intended for couples in their 20s through 40s
(including engaged couples), though some
in their 50s and older may also benefit. Andy
Wilson will work with the leadership team to
keep each session lively and relevant. Meets
in the Chapel.

• Growing Young: 6 Essential Strategies to Help Young People Discover
and Love Your Church! Ed Carlson leads
this 8-week class that is based on the new
book by the same title. What can we learn
from research and experience about youth
and their sometimes wavering connections
with church? What can we do as individuals
and as a church to attract young people,
nurture relationships with them, and develop
them as leaders? Anyone high school age or
older is welcome. Meets in the John Estelle
Room.
Make PEAK a part of your week!
Bring a friend!

P A S T O R ’ S
As the recent election
has reminded us, LCPC is
politically diverse. I couldn’t
tell you how many of us
voted for Trump and how
many of us voted for Hilary,
but I can assure you that, when it comes to politics,
we do not stand united.
To most people in the world, that kind of
disunity looks like a weakness, yet in the fellowship
of Jesus, especially in our time and place in history,
I believe it can be a source of strength. In churches
where people share the same political views, there’s
a tendency to rely too much on ideology and not
enough on theology and the Bible. Churches then
become politicized. They start to assume that their
political views are endorsed and even mandated
by God, and that those who don’t support their
agendas are heretics. That’s the essential problem
with what the media calls the Christian right and
the Christian left.
By contrast, a politically-diverse congregation
like ours is under constant pressure to seek common ground. That pressure drives us again and
again back to the Bible, back to our theological
roots, back to Jesus. As we listen to each other, we
grow in empathy and mutual respect. We learn
to seek truths that transcend worldly ideologies.
We discover that it’s possible to compromise with
each other without compromising our relationship with God.
There’s hardly any area of our public life
that isn’t fraught with controversy. Yet what we’re
discovering at LCPC is that we can have a largescale impact on behalf of people in need without
getting bogged down in politics. For example, think
about Kids Hope USA, our mentoring ministry at La
Crescenta Elementary School. I doubt if we could
ever agree widely on a reform agenda for our public
schools, yet we can all get excited about mentoring
at-risk kids in our neighborhood.
America’s social and political problems are
so clearly rooted in our spiritual malaise. We as
a politically-diverse church family can help our
country to heal. We can start in the church by seeking common ground that’s not dictated or created
by political ideology, but instead by our unity in
Jesus. By always putting God first, and loving our
neighbors as we love ourselves, we can help the
nation to find that higher, better way.
I recently read Yuval Levin’s provocative new
book, The Fractured Republic (Basic Books).
Levin’s essential insight about America is that “we
will recover our strength and also our unity by living more of our lives at eye level with one another.”
Levin is concerned on the one hand with our tendency to rely on a monolithic state to solve all of
our problems, and on the other, with our embrace

L E T T E R

of radical individualism that he sees as “uniquely
dangerous to the institutions of moral formation.”
Levin believes institutions like the church can use
their counter-culturalism to advantage. They can
help to heal the nation’s moral and spiritual ills by
introducing new ideas and models of what makes
for a happy, satisfying and productive life.
I found these passages especially compelling:
“Because much of the good that [institutions of moral formation] do is a function of
their ability to shape and structure our desires
rather than serve them, to form habits rather
than reflect them, and to direct our longings
rather than satisfy them, these institutions
stand in particular tension with the ethic of
our time...”
“As a community is made of families,
so our great nation must be built up out of
communities, each forming its citizens to seek
the good – and so to help the whole to seek
the common good…That is why a nationalism that aspires to fulfill the promise of our
country requires a nation rooted in its morally
meaningful communities. Only such a nation
can form its citizens to be capable of standing
unified and free in dedication to the noblest
of all political propositions…that all men are
created equal.”
What we do as a church matters. The church
has always been the last, best hope for America. Our
daily efforts to feed the homeless, mentor at-risk
kids, understand the Bible, share Jesus with youth,
build houses, schools and orphanages for the poor,
pray for the sick, worship the Lord, and listen to
the Spirit as a community has a deep impact even
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if it isn’t always felt or acknowledged. Empowered
by the Spirit, the church can help people to find
meaning and purpose in life by giving them a
place to serve, learn, connect with neighbors, grow
in character and discover new life in Jesus.
That’s why I’m excited about the year ahead.
I’m excited to see how God is going to use Christ’s
body to bring healing and new life to our fractured
neighborhoods.
Love and good cheer,
Andy Wilson

SAVE THE DATE!

LUAU (Ladies United All Unique)
is sponsoring a BUNCO night on Friday,
January 13, at 6:00 PM in Koopmans Hall.
Bring a salad to share and enjoy a night
playing a fast-paced dice game.
All ladies are invited to come. Dessert,
drinks and prizes will be provided.
Questions? Contact Diana Given at:
dianagiven@yahoo.com.
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ART DIRECTOR/EDITOR
Shawn Kelly
shawndraws@gmail.com

PUBLISHER

Tuesday,
January 24
12 Noon
in Koopmans
Join us for lunch. Only $5!
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Lois Brown

MESSENGER DEADLINE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 15
9:00 AM SHARP!
Messenger articles and corrections should be
emailed to shawndraws@gmail.com. Please
put the word “Messenger” in the subject line.
They can also be placed in the Messenger
folder. Materials submitted after the deadline
may be omitted at the discretion of the editor.

A new year,
with God. While
what does that
we will soon
mean? Resoluforget our new
tions are soon
year’s resolutions,
forgotten and life
let us not forget
returns to what
the messages of
we call normal.
hope we received
Christmas decorafrom LCPC durtions are taken
ing the Christdown and stored
mas season. Let
away for another
us bring the joy
NOT JUST A NEW YEAR,
year. Hectic shopand peace that we
A NEW BEGINNING
ping is a thing
feel when hearing
of the past. Unless the drought continues, the cold
the Christmas message to every day life.
weather and rain will be with us.
Let us extend the season of giving from
As we look back at last year, some have had a
December to every month of the year. Just a few
good year, some have not, some have received devminutes of our time can be a wonderful gift to
astating news such as a family member diagnosed someone in the hospital or unable to leave home.
with cancer, others have been blessed with good
A telephone call or a trip to the grocery store for
fortune.
someone unable to drive or just a visit to a shut-in
Let us put aside all petty grievances. We have
can brighten the day for a friend. Sometimes the
just experienced the most polarizing election in
gift of a few minutes of time will be appreciated
recent memory. Many of us have friends and family more than we can even imagine.
who do not agree with our political position, but let
Some of us participate in large church projects
us remember that reasonable minds can differ and once or twice a year. A frequent small act of kindfamily is more important than politics.
ness can sometimes bring equal or even greater joy
During the Christmas season we think of the
than one large project.
blessings of God. In January, as things return to
Kathy Hill
normal, we should also remember our relationship
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Welcome to 2017! We are so excited for this
new year, as well as so grateful for the way God
has blessed us in the past. 2016 was a year of
many highs, a few lows, and countless surprises
as the teens of LCPC sought to understand God
better and what He wanted for their lives.
We’ve got lots of exciting things coming in
2017, and we want you to be a part of them! Below
is a list of our upcoming events on the calendar!
There will be more. Here’s what we have so far:
January:
• Junior High Winter Camp: January 6-8, cost
$200.
• High School Lock Out: January 20-21.
February:
• Jr. High Lock Out: February 4-5.
• High School Winter Camp: February 17-20.
March:
• Mission Arizona: March 18-25.

June:
• Project Dominicana: June 10-19.
July:
• Wildlife Tour: July 16-20.
• Mount Hermon: July 23-29.
There will be many more important events
coming, such as our Jr. High Summer Camp,
Rummage Sale, and more, so keep an eye on our
website, abidestudentmin.com, and email Josh
at: josh@lcpc.net if you’d like to be added to our
email blasts.
Please partner with us in praying for these
events, for our students, and for the Spirit of God
to continue to be at work in our ministry. Also,
please pray about how YOU could be an active
member of any of these events! We look forward to
an awesome 2017 and can’t wait to see what God
has in store.
Josh
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LEE’S
LATEST

New Year’s resolutions are
not very popular anymore.
People used to make resolutions about losing weight,
quitting smoking, starting
running, or some other personal improvement project.
Obviously, most of those resolutions went unresolved. Even
if you are not making official resolutions, most of
us want 2017 to be better than 2016. We want to be
healthier and happier than we were last year.
What would it take for 2017 to be better? A
new job? More exercise? Jesus tells us that in order
to truly find our lives we must “lose” them for
His Kingdom. What could that mean in our 21st
century world? What does it mean to “find” our
life? Most Christians report that they are not sure
if there spiritual lives are better from year to year.
How about you? Are you more joyful? More loving?
More patient?
Beginning January 11, I’ll be leading a class
on the Gospel of Mark. But it’s more than another
Bible study. We’re going to drink deeply from the
stories of Jesus to satisfy the longing in our souls.
We’ll think and talk about how to become more
deeply devoted to Jesus and “find” our lives in
Him.
Join us every Wednesday night during PEAK in
Koopmans North (right next door to dinner) at
6:30 PM. Bring your Bible and an open heart.

CFC FAMILY
FAITH
UPDATE
It is such a joy spending time with the
children of CFC – whether we are singing
songs at Chapel, playing charades, reading
the Bible together, or making crafts out of
contact paper and sand (super messy, don’t
do it inside!). In the new year, I would love
to get to know you parents a bit more. I
know we are all busy, but if you ever would
like prayer for your family or to discuss
what the kids are learning in Chapel,
please feel free to contact me at: ashley@
lcpc.net, or by calling (818) 249-6137.
Happy New Year, CFC Families!
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Well folks, a new year has come! I will be
honest with you – I have been dreading my annual “resolution list making” this year. For some
reason, the idea of writing down my resolutions
has seemed particularly disagreeable. I don’t want
to say I am going to lose ten pounds and then put
down my box of See’s Candy in February and just
feel sad. I don’t want to plan on creating a more
organized meal planning and house cleaning
system and then chastise myself when I realize the
bottom of my socks are covered in dog hair and I
have only used the crock pot twice in a month. So,
I am simplifying this year.
I am making one resolution – one goal that
I will share with all of you so that I have accountability. In 2017, I want to be more obedient to my
God. I want each day to be a day in which I seek
His will, His guidance, His grace. I want to obey
Him more in all aspects of my life – as a Children’s Director, as a wife, mom, daughter, friend,
etc. I don’t know what that will look like exactly,
but I know that it will involve drawing closer to
God and asking for His desires to become mine.
And that doesn’t seem disagreeable at all. In fact,
that sounds like a move toward deeper peace and
joy. Two things I look forward to and that I pray
will also fill the coming year for each of you in my
church family.
Happy New Year, LCPC!

Children’s Ministries
January 2017 Calendar

January 11: PEAK is back! I am excited to
begin a series with the kids called “Very Big Mistakes and What God Did About Them!” Our theme
verse will be 1 John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins to
Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all wickedness.”  We will
look at the mistakes of people like Elijah, Jonah,
Peter, Paul, and others and talk about the at times
tough but grace-filled ways that God responded,

redirected, and renewed these people.
January 20: Compassion Night! People of
all ages are invited to come learn more about the
children we sponsor and the countries they live in
from 6:30 - 8:00 PM in Koopmans Hall. We will
sample Indian food and Bolivian pastries, write letters to the children we sponsor (Luis and Sabita),
play games, and have a time of prayer. RSVP to
ashley@lcpc.net by January 16 so that there is
enough food for everyone.
Save the Date: SPARKS Winter Camp is just
around the corner! There is limited space available
so 4th - 6th graders are asked to sign up as soon
as possible for this fun weekend of fellowship and
worship at Forest Home! We leave Friday, February
10, after school (3:30 PM) and will be back by
Sunday, February 12, at 12:30 PM. Forms are available in the church office or by emailing Ashley.
Cost is $100 per camper, which is $65 lower than
the Forest Home cost. Scholarships are also avail-

able, so please contact Ashley@lcpc.net to discuss
financial assistance.

Kids Say
The Darndest Things
3-Year-Old: (listening to an adult humming) “I have never heard that song before…but
it doesn’t sound so bad. I could like it.”
Ashley: (after explaining that the shepherds responded to Jesus’ birth by worshipping
Him and telling others that the Savior had
come) Why do you think it would be good to be
more like the shepherds at Christmas time?
1st Grader: “It would be good ‘cause we
would have all these fuzzy pets!”
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Out with the old and in with the new –
Happy 2017! Let’s pray that this new year will be
filled with peace and blessings!  
2016 ended with a wonderful Christmas
celebration here at LCPC. Thank you to Jenny
Schwing and her team of youth helpers for doing
a fabulous job transforming the Sanctuary, Courtyard, and Koopmans into a Christmas wonderland
for all the festivities.
The season started off with a beautiful concert
performed by Rod Davis at the Cruisers’
December meeting. The kids all had a great time
at the CFC craft night, a cocoa and movie
party hosted by Ashley, and caroling at Verdugo
Vista and Windsor Assisted Living. Thank you to
Timothy Lou for playing ukulele and Karen
Hayhurst for playing piano to accompany all
the festive carolers! “Sew Much Fun” sewing
night was a great opportunity for our kids to create
some special Christmas gifts for friends and family.
Thank you to Mary Wilson, Marcia Randis,
and Melanie Wilkie for lending their sewing
expertise!
There was a big crowd here for the Kid’s
Hope Christmas party! It was wonderful to
welcome so many families from our own community for a night of games, crafts, gingerbread house
making, and a special Christmas story read by
Mary Wilson. The kids, families, mentors, and
prayer partners all had a great night together.
The “This Little Babe” Christmas concert
was a spectacular evening of holiday music
performed by talented musicians, the Cathedral
Bells, the glorious voices of the Cathedral
Choir, and our Children’s Chorus under the
direction of Gary Woodward. The sanctuary was
filled with the Christmas spirit, and the delicious
dessert reception afterward was a wonderful ending to the night.
All the Christmas Eve services were well
attended. The live nativity animals were a hit as
always, and thank you to Emma Minkler, Will
Wolfswinkle, Sinclair Ralston, and Andrew
Granier for portraying Mary and Joseph! The
magical night ended with the Candlelight Lessons
and Carols service led by the Cathedral Choir

and Cathedral Bells.
Since Christmas was on a Sunday this year,
we had the added treat of a Christmas morning
service. Thank you to Josh Horton for his great
message as he wrapped up the Unwrapping
Christmas sermon series.
As always, LCPC gave generously this season.
We gave 24 pints of blood to Huntington
Hospital’s blood bank, $250 worth of books
to an orphanage in Guatemala, 308 boxes to
Operation Christmas Child, numerous gift
cards to the Adopt-a-Family program, and
bought $1,300 worth of items at the Alternative Gift Fair. Lee Cook was thrilled that he
finally got his dream gift – a Snoopy Sno-Cone
Machine from Foster Dennis. If you see Lee
with bright blue lips, he’s not cold – he’s just been
slurping down a sno-cone before church.
The 2017 flower chart is up on the Narthex
bulletin board, and waiting for you to sign up for
a date! The cost of an arrangement is $50 and the
church will order it for you from a local florist. It’s
a great way to celebrate a special occasion and add
beauty to a church service all at the same time!
Don’t forget to pick up your 2017 Offering
Envelopes in the Narthex before or after services.
Please use those colorful little envelopes for your
tithes and offerings. Sure makes things easier for
our meticulous financial team!
Congratulations to Evan O’Meara and
Jessica Stepp on their marriage December 17.
They had a beautiful ceremony surrounded by
their LCPC friends and family. Wishing many blessings on this special couple and their children.

PEAK will be starting back up on Wednesday, January 11, so get ready for the Wednesday
night food and fun to begin!
Student Ministries offered the perfect antidote
to the stress of finals week last month – a Puppy
Party! About 10 adorable puppies were brought in
for the teens to play with to balance the studying
and late night cram sessions! We should have done
that for the adults on Election Night!
It’s been great having so many of our college
kids home for the holidays! Please remember to
pray for all our kids as they head back to school
this month, whether it’s kindergarten or college!
School is hard no matter how old you are!
Let’s also be praying for our new slate of
Elders and Deacons who will begin their terms
this month, and thank you to all the dedicated
outgoing Deacons and Elders. We appreciate your
leadership and service to LCPC!
Pat overheard a four-year-old boy at Christmas
Craft night, explaining a snowman craft to his
dad. “See, you can put a hat on him, or headphones.” I guess SoCal kids don’t need to know
what earmuffs are, but they sure know their music
technology!
Let’s make some New Year’s Resolutions
that will change the world and grow the Kingdom!
Those are the best kind! See you next month!

SUNDAY AFTERNOONS
IN THE GARDEN
It was wonderful to have Terri Hewitt in
town for the holiday season! Terri is living in
Taiwan and doing counseling for other missionaries. She is also active in leading classes and Bible
studies at her new church, and teaching English at
the SRAM bicycle company. She is one busy lady!
She does find time for hiking and enjoying the
beauty of Taiwan.
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Start your 2017 on a high note by joining us
for Conversations in January.  We meet once or
twice a month on Sunday afternoons at the home
of Nancy Coler to discuss the week’s sermon, and
enjoy some heartfelt fellowship that will carry us
through the New Year.  All are welcome!
This month we’ll meet on January 8 and
15.  Arrive at 4:30 PM, and we’ll be finished by 6:00
PM. For more information, please call Nancy Coler
at (626) 755-1880.

CFC Heartbeat
Director’s Corner
Well, 2016 is behind us. Some will say, thank
heavens! Others will say, the year went by just too
fast, and some will still write 2016 on paperwork
and checks for the next month or more. Time is a
funny thing. It can go by too quickly in the long
game of life but can move so slowly when waiting
for something to happen. The phrase, “How can the
days seem so long and the years so short?” comes
to mind.
My daughter, Riley, is finishing her time at
college and it seems like just yesterday we sent her
off to Michigan for her four years. I am so glad that
during those  years we took two road trips to take
her back to campus (those felt long) and recently
took a group of my friends back to see her and visit
the area. I could have said, “The road trip takes
too long, there are other places I want to see,” or
“I won’t take vacation time to go back again.”
Instead, I committed to these trips. I knew that
I would look back on them with fondness, have
stories to tell, and know that I had been a part of
Riley’s life even while she was 3,000 miles away

from me.
Life with young children is no different. We
think there will be another birthday party or
another play date. There will be another Daddy And
Me Day or time for a hike. Yet we know that if we
give up to many of these chances to be present with
our kids we will simply look back and say, “Where
did the time go?” It’s not possible to do or be at
every event your child is invited to or involved with,
but make your choices wisely.
This year make a commitment to have less cell
phone time around the kids, less picture taking
and more involvement. Try to build the habit of
family nights or Sundays that start with going to
church as a family. Habits, even of those spending
time together, must be learned. 2017 is a good time
to make those habits unbreakable. It doesn’t even
require you to promise to lose weight or exercise,
but by keeping up with kids, you might just reach
those goals too.
Here’s to a great new year.
Pat

Painting
Painting around the Center continues in 2017.
This month we may see a lot of activity around the
classrooms. This will require all of us to be flexible.
Thank you for understanding. The place is looking
great.

Thank You
The entire CFC staff would like to thank those
that remembered us during the holidays. We enjoyed your treats, gifts and cards. We want to thank
everyone that contributed to the Enchanted Forrest
Light Show that the entire staff got to attend. While
we do not do this work for these rewards, it is nice
that you thought of us. We love being a part of your
child’s life. We wish you a very Happy New Year. May
it be filled with joy, love and hope.

Important Dates

Daddy & Me Day
Saturday, January 28, is a special day where
dads and kids come together at 9:00 AM for a
morning of preschool. Children in Rooms 102, 104,
105, and 108 get to bring their dads or other male
adult to school. You will participate in Chapel,
circle time, art activities, outside play time and

other activities typical of your child’s experiences  
Chapel starts right at 9:00 AM so please make
an effort be on time. This event happens rain or
shine!  These years go by very fast. Don’t miss
this opportunity to be with your preschool child.
Besides it is lots of fun!
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We are closed on January 2 for New Year’s and
on January 16 for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
GUSD starts again on January 9.. Please be sure
that we have any after school activities up to date.
We are able to go back to a school until 4:00 PM to
pick up children participating in afterschool activates on campus at no additional charge to you,
but we need accurate information. Also, remember
to call us when your child does not need a pick up
for any reason. We don’t want drivers waiting for
someone who is not coming.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY
NEW SONG WORSHIP (CONTEMPORARY), SUNDAYS AT 9:00 AM
SERVICE OF PRAISE (CLASSIC), SUNDAYS AT 11:00 AM

Genesis is a book of stories, all astonishing and all true, and maybe
that’s why it never gets old. We see in the stories the same conflicts, decisions, blunders, fixations and changes that shape the drama of our 21st
century lives. We also see God prodding, speaking, sending, comforting,
warning, chastising, and defending his chosen ones in ways that reveal his
timeless character.
Throughout the Winter-Spring, ending at Easter, Sunday messages

focus on Israel’s Patriarchs and Matriarchs and their families. We’ll see how
God partners with ordinary people, and how change and growth in them
unleashes God’s blessings. We’ll think about the ways we can partner with
God and fulfill his dreams for our lives.
The Spirit is moving powerfully among our youth!  On January 22 tune
in to what God is saying to a rising generation as they lead us in joyful
worship!

JANUARY 1
NEW YEAR’S DAY

JANUARY 15

Message by Lee Cook
Stories from Genesis: The God Who Sends Us Out
For personal study: Genesis 12: 1-3

Message by Lee Cook
Stories from Genesis: Partnering With God
Ordination and Installation of New Officers at 11:00 AM
For personal study: Genesis 17: 1

JANUARY 8
THE LORD’S SUPPER

JANUARY 22
YOUTH SUNDAY!

Message by Andy Wilson
Stories from Genesis: Overcoming Our Fears
For personal study: Genesis 15: 1-21

JANUARY 29

Message by Andy Wilson
Stories from Genesis: Ruthless Trust
For personal study: Genesis 22: 1-2

Think of people you know who don’t have a church home, but are hungry for God’s truth. Don’t just invite them – bring them!

Happy New Year!
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