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STAR TING JANUARY 17:
WEDNESDAY NIGHT PEAK!

Praise and Education for Adults and Kids
2018 Starting Lineup!

SUNDAY AFTERNOONS
IN THE GARDEN
Start your 2018 on a high note by joining us
for Conversations in January. We meet once or
twice a month on Sunday afternoons at the home
of Nancy Coler to discuss the week’s sermon, and
enjoy some heartfelt fellowship that will carry us
through the New Year. All are welcome!
This month we’ll meet on January 7 and
14. Arrive at 4:30 PM, and we’ll be finished by 6:00
PM. For more information, please call Nancy Coler
at (626) 755-1880.
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PEAK resumes on January 17 and continues
through May 24. Join us for:
• A delicious, balanced meal served hot in
Koopmans Hall from 5:30-6:30 PM. Adults:
$3! Children 6th grade and under: $2!
• Free nursery care for infants through 3 years,
6:30-8:00 PM.
• Three different “fun, fellowship and growth”
groups for children, pre-school through 6th
grade, 6:30-8:00 PM.
• Abide Junior High Fellowship, 6:30-8:00 PM.
• Bell Choir, 6:30-7:30 PM.
• Cathedral Choir, 7:30-9:00 PM.

be like God in true righteousness and holiness”
(Ephesians 4:24). Each week we shine a light on a
different aspect of the Christian life. Andy Wilson
(and occasionally, co-leaders Doug Given and
George Buehler) offers teaching from the Bible
and various theologians; then we discuss the
challenges and blessings of following Jesus in our
daily lives. Regular participation is encouraged but
not required. Wednesdays in the John Estelle Room
adjacent to the Sanctuary balcony.

Plus Three PEAK
Opportunities for Adults
Loving God: a Study of
Deuteronomy

We often think of the Old Testament as a
collection of barbaric stories and obscure rules,
but if we read carefully we’ll discover that it’s more
like a love letter from God to his people. The most
basic command given to Israel is to love God. But
what does that mean? Deuteronomy is a guide to
learning what it means to grow in our devotion
to God, and pass that devotion on to our children.
Wednesdays in Koopmans Hall north.

More Like Jesus Growth
Group with Andy Wilson
and Friends

Our goal in this lively, discussion-based
seminar is to “put on the new self, created to

Creative Bible Journaling
with Michelle Bouse!

Back by popular demand, this fun group creates art pieces that are inspired by the Bible. At each
class Michelle introduces a different art theme with
examples. Art supplies are provided. Anyone age 16
or older is welcome. Wednesdays in the Chapel.

Make PEAK a part of your week! And bring a friend!

p a st o r ’ s
Dear friends,
This New Year feels
like a watershed time with
regard to the mission work
we’ve been engaged in at
LCPC. We’ve been working
at many of the same ministries and programs as
a congregation for a long time so to an outsider
it might look like little has changed. But if you’ve
been participating in that work you’ve seen the
growth. You’ve seen how the Spirit has been working to engage more volunteers, extend our reach,
and make us more fruitful.
Think of the missionaries we sponsor. Over
the past 15 or so years we have gradually increased
their number to 15 and have developed deep
personal relationships with each one. Some are
LCPC members. Many of them visit and share with
us in worship at least once a year. All of them are
known to a large segment of our church family so
we know how to pray for them. We aren’t (yet) able
to provide our mission partners with 100% of the
funding they need to thrive on the mission field,
but they know we love them and value their work.
One sign of God’s blessing is that four of our
missionaries now fill advanced leadership positions. Erna Hackett was recently appointed to a
national-level position with Intervarsity Christian
Fellowship. Holly Wilson is part of a six-member
team that oversees a YWAM discipleship training
school with 140 students. Dr. Elisabeth Kennedy
is now in demand not only as a professor of Old
Testament, but also as a regular Sunday preacher
in various Egyptian churches. Tom Crabtree is now
the director of the huge Nigeria team with Wycliffe
Bible Translators.
Think also of our local outreach. We continue
to feed the homeless, support homeless families
through Family Promise, offer confidential financial assistance to families experiencing emergencies (through the Deacons), collect groceries for
Neighbors Helping Neighbors, offer a monthly
worship service at Verdugo Vista Heath Care Center,
and support Elizabeth House with donations and
volunteers.
Meanwhile, the LCPC Kids Hope chapter at La
Crescenta Elementary School has grown for seven
years straight. Our team of 45 volunteers currently
mentors and supports 21 at-risk kids and their
families. The lives of several dozen kids have been
changed profoundly because of God’s love expressed
through Kids Hope.
I’m especially excited about how God is moving in Baja California and the Dominican Republic.
This Spring (May 4-6) the men of LCPC will build
their 16th house with a family in need in Tijuana.
Over Presidents’ Day Weekend we’ll hope to take a
large team to Rosarito Beach (south of Tijuana) to
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continue construction of the Casa de Los Angeles
Orphanage (CDLA). In March our junior and senior
highs will continue that work as Student Ministries
begins a new chapter in the 25-year-long tradition
of offering life-changing Spring Break mission
trips. And the momentum is building in other ways.
Many of you have told me you feel called to make a
deeper commitment to CDLA. Glendale Presbyterian Church recently joined us as a mission partner
in the project. They are the third church to do so.
And the innovative architectural plans for a facility

to house 38 children are now fully developed.
Our work in the Dominican Republic likewise
has matured and will likely bear tremendous fruit
in the year ahead. We anticipate taking a team of
40 or so to La Romana to engage once again in
construction and medical work. We plan to build
two houses and complete two others. We will also
conduct remedial health clinics in rural villages,
slums and a prison that will serve around 8001,000 patients.
In addition to that work, with God’s help, this
will be the year that LCPC helps to launch Hispaniola Partners. The mission will be to help individuals and mission teams from all over North America
to be as effective as possible in their work with the
poorest of the poor. A staff of American, Dominican,
and Haitian workers living in La Romana will help
visiting teams to connect with Christian partners
who are making a long-term difference. Hispaniola
Partners will be web-based, and the teams will stay
in the wonderful new missions house that LCPC
members and teams have been working on for the
past three years. A board (including LCPC friends)
will oversee the work stateside.
By the way, I’ve been asked many times if Mary
and I plan to move to the DR when this organization is launched. Let me repeat: I continue to
sense God’s call to serve LCPC and we continue to
be excited about following that call. One reason
for that (among many) is that Mary and I believe
we can be more useful in terms of all of these
Kingdom-building efforts if we remain with you in
La Crescenta. So the goal for 2018 (God willing!)
will be to recruit a small team of mostly 20-somethings who will serve Hispaniola Partners for two to
three years at a time.
The enthusiasm for missions is spreading. The
excitement grows as we deepen our personal rela-
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tionships with our mission partners and we watch
the Spirit open doors. I hope we’ll all redouble our
efforts in all these areas in this New Year. Let’s carry
the flame of God’s love to our neighbors and to
friends in neighboring countries who are suffering
in ways that are unimaginable.
Love and good cheer,
Andy Wilson
P.S. Remember that LCPC sets aside a tithe
– 10% – of every dollar that is given to the
general budget for mission work. Remember
too that, in addition to that tithe money, members and friends of the church typically donate
$200,000+ to mission work. That means that
close to one-third of the money given to LCPC in
recent years has been committed to ministry
beyond our congregation!

BISTRO
50+
FUN FOOD, FELLOWSHIP
Tuesday,
January 23
12 Noon
in Koopmans
Join us for lunch. Only $5!

MESSENGER
la c re sc e nta pre sbyterian c hurc h

ARt director/editor
Shawn Kelly
shawndraws@gmail.com

publisher
Lois Brown

messenger deadline
monDAY, JANUARY 15
9:00 AM sharp!
Messenger articles and corrections should be
emailed to shawndraws@gmail.com. Please
put the word “Messenger” in the subject line.
They can also be placed in the Messenger
folder. Materials submitted after the deadline
may be omitted at the discretion of the editor.

two men apart
for their last 10
days at Camp
David because
they couldn’t
sit in the same
room without all
the old animosities coming out.
Peacemakers
“Blessed are
the peacemakers, A Devotion By Jimmy Carter: have to empathize with both
for they will be
Make Peace
sides, even though
called children of
both sides can’t be completely right. Through comGod.” (Matthew 5:9)
mon trust, understanding and flexibility, they must
During 13 difficult days, Prime Minister
find a way to get both sides to come together. They
Menachem Begin of Israel, President Anwar Sadat
of Egypt, and I worked at Camp David to negotiate must make sure that every time one side gives up
something, they can expect to get something more
a historic peace agreement. When we returned to
important at the end. And finally, both sides must
Washington, I was invited to address a special seswin. If one side loses and the other wins, the peace
sion of the U.S. Congress.
I had no time to develop a lengthy speech, but will not last.
Every Christian faces altercations or arguments
I decided on the way to the Capitol to quote Matthat can degenerate into animosity or misunderthew 5:9. I wanted to say “Blessed are the peacestanding. But if we choose to be peacemakers — if
makers…” but I couldn’t remember what came
we choose to act as children of God — then we
next. So I called for a Bible to be waiting for me
can make a positive difference for good, as did the
when I got out of the limousine. Upon my arrival,
Prince of Peace.
a staff member slipped me a piece of paper that
Dear Lord, help me, as a Christian, realize
said “…for they will be called children of God.” I
that peacemaking is my heritage as a child of
repeated it as I asked Sadat and Begin to stand.
Peacemakers are very special people. They have God. Help me remember that as a follower of
Christ I must let my voice and my actions be
to understand and sympathize with others who
used to strengthen your kingdom on earth, by
have differing points of view. Begin and Sadat’s
the power of the Holy Spirit. I ask these things in
countries had been at war four times during the
previous 25 years. They hated each other. I kept the my Savior’s name. Amen.
(The following is excerpted
from “Through
the Year with
Jimmy Carter:
366 Daily Meditations from the
39th President.”)
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lee’s
latest

“4Hear, O Israel: The
LORD our God, the LORD is
one. 5Love the LORD your
God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with
all your strength. 6These
commandments that I give
you today are to be on your
hearts. 7Impress them on
your children. Talk about them when you sit
at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.”
(Deuteronomy 6:4-7)
On January 17, we will begin a new study of
the Book of Deuteronomy. We often think of the
Old Testament as a collection of barbaric stories
and obscure rules, but if we read carefully, we’ll
discover that it’s more like a love letter from God
to his people. Deuteronomy is especially powerful.
The most basic command given to Israel is
to love God. But what does that mean? What does
it look like to love God? How can we grow in our
love? Deuteronomy is a guide to learning what it
means to love God, grow in our devotion to Him,
and pass that devotion on to our children.
I hope you will join me every Wednesday
night in PEAK for “Loving God: A Study of Deuteronomy.

CFC FAITH
UPDATE

Throughout the Christmas season, I
was surprised by how many kids brought
up the movie “The Star” as we learned
about the birth of Jesus. The movie really
seemed to stick with them. They remembered details about the shepherds, the
angels and all seemed very amused by
the movie’s camels. They talked with such
interest about Mary and Joseph. They
asked questions and discussed why Jesus’
birthday was such a big deal.
Their excitement was contagious. I
was reminded that God’s Big, True Story
that unfolds in the Bible is truly the best
story ever. It is the story of the greatest
rescue mission, of a forgiving Father, of
unending love. I look forward to continuing to share it with the children of CFC in
the New Year!
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For a long time I have held a deep appreciation for New Year’s Eve but not because of the
festivities. I have never gone out for the holiday,
choosing instead to watch the ball drop and eat
leftover Christmas candy. The reason I am always
grateful for New Year’s Eve is that it feels like a
fresh start. I may have messed up, disobeyed God
and/or let myself and others down throughout the
year, but here comes a new chance to do better,
to be better. New Year’s Eve for me is like getting
a blank slate and, for a brief time, thinking I can
actually keep that slate perfect for the next 365
days of the year.
Of course, by New Year’s morning, the slate has
gotten its first scratches. The imperfect life of Ashley Pollock continues with a new digit at the end of
the calendar. It can be disheartening but recently
I was thinking about how life in Christ is like a
continual New Year’s Eve. He offers us hope after
every failure. He removes our sins as far as the east
is from the west so that day after day we are given
new, blank slates. I don’t have to wait until New
Year’s Eve for my fresh start because Jesus offers me
one every morning that I wake up. I hope to begin

2018 simply being grateful for that!
Happy New Year, LCPC Family! May 2018 be a
year of deeper gratitude to the one who wipes our
slates clean.
In Christ,
Ashley Pollock

Children’s Ministries
Calendar

Frogs based on the lives of Moses and Joshua. Join
us for dinner at 5:30 PM and stay for classes that
begin at 6:30 PM and end at 8:00 PM.
January 26-28: SPARKS Winter Camp!
There is limited space available for this fun,
weekend camp for 4th-6th graders at Forest Home,
so register online now or email Ashley to find out
more. We will leave for camp on Friday, January
26, as close to 3:15 PM as possible and return
around 1:00 PM on Sunday the 28th. Thanks to
our church’s generosity at Phantom of the Auction,
the cost is $125, which is $50 less than signing
up directly through Forest Home, so please make
checks out to LCPC.

Kids Say
The Darndest Things
January 17: PEAK is back! I am excited to
start a new series with our Lively Lambs and Fast
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Ashley: What are some ways we can remember the real reason for Christmas?
6-Year-Old: Sometimes, I sing Jesus the
Happy Birthday song.

A
B
I
D
E
STUDENT MINISTRIES

VIVA ROSARITO!

!

We’re making a big announcement for the
future of Student Ministries! Beginning this year,
the students will go to Rosarito, Mexico over Spring
Break to aid in the construction of the Casa de Los
Angeles Orphanage that LCPC is currently overseeing together with a network of other churches.
As many of you know, for many years we have
gone to Arizona to help with the upkeep of the
Vahki Presbyterian Church, particularly as their
membership base ages. However, in recent years
it’s become clearer that our mission at MAZ may
well be accomplished. The Vahki Presbyterian
congregation now has an incredibly up-to-date
facility and members who are willing to pitch in
and continue maintaining it. This last year, while
we were sharing the famous “fry bread” with the
generous people who cooked for us, one member
recommended that we begin looking for another
group of people to help as they too felt the mission had been accomplished.
Interestingly, as we began thinking about
making a change, I was contacted by the Youth
Director of Glendale Presbyterian Church who
wanted to join us on our Spring Break mission
trips, and was curious where we would be serving
this year. A beautiful opportunity was then sud-

denly in front of us; we could design a new trip in
partnership with another youth group with whom
most of our students already have great friendships. So awesome!
The idea of creating a “new MAZ” seemed
impossible to us – and like the wrong way to
approach the trip. Instead, we posed the question,
“Where is God already moving, and how could
we jump on that movement in a way that both
impacted our students’ lives AND made a needed
and lasting impact on the community we’d be
serving?” All of a sudden, it was so obvious. What
could be more impactful in a student’s life than

to help build a home for their fellow children and
teens that don’t have one? And what could have
a more lasting impact on in a community than
being able to help give a home to a child or teen
without one?

“WE MUST GO
TO ROSARITO!”

Thus, our new Spring Break Mission Trip,
“CASA,” was born. Here’s what you need to know
about the trip:
Who: This trip is open for Junior High and
High Schoolers, and we also need as many adult
volunteers as possible, all with US passports!
When: The dates of our trip this year are
March 17-23.
Where will we stay? While in Rosarito,
we’ll stay at the Connections House, an enormous,
safe, extremely well-gated house with an ocean
view.
How do I sign up? To sign up and to learn
much more about CASA, please visit our website:
abidestudentmin.com/casa.
We hope you’ll consider joining us on this
new journey!
Josh

update From Bangladesh

There were many difficult news items throughout the year, but it has become the Christmas
season. The weather is cooler and there is an
abundance of fruit and vegetables in the markets. It
makes our hearts full just by looking at it. This report is to share what went on throughout the year.

25 girls between the ages
of 6 to 17. We are providing
them a place to stay and
send them to schools for
their education. We are also
teaching them God’s grace

Study time in the hostel
Having a good time at a picnic
and love through
worship and learning about the Bible.
I am also working with the Daycare Program at
a location provided
at a clinic run by
Our Hostel moved to a new building last May.
It is larger than the previous building and it is a
better environment for the girls. For this semester, our girls were not able to go to a new school
because they were all home-schooled. They will all
enter their new school in January. We went around
looking for the best school for our girls and found
one that would be good for them to go to.
In December I had one-on-one meetings with
the girls, and invited their parents for meetings. We
talked about many issues about the Hostel. We have

an American mission group in the
area of Tongi. We are looking after the
children of around 30 widows working
with embroidery. We cannot take in all
of the children, but we are taking in
children from the homes that have the
biggest need for help. We are educating
them and looking after them until
their mothers get out from work. We are
also making home visits.
Coming to the end of the year
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made us think many thoughts. We think of things
that are thankful for, things that bring happiness,
and also our failures. This brings me to thank the
Lord for pulling me through these things even
though I am weak. I want to thank you for praying
and supporting us in many different ways this year.
Jane Chang from Bangladesh

Meeting with the parents

CFC Heartbeat
Playtime

Director’s Corner
The New Year, 2018, will mark
the Center for Children’s 50th
anniversary! Fifty years ago, the
“new” classroom buildings
were under construction with
a summer completion date.
The preschool was to open
in September with five classrooms. The preschool would
run from 9:00 – 11:45 AM each
morning with classes on MW-F or T-Th. It would only
be open during the school
year and closed for all GUSD
holiday and break times.
As it happened, my father, George Murphy, was
the chair of the Building Committee. My mother,
Carol Murphy, was the Christian Education Director
who was responsible for finding a Preschool Director. Well the school did not open until October –
you know how construction goes – and my mother
could not find a Preschool Director so the church
hired her and she continued to be the Preschool
Director for 18 years, retiring in 1986. So as you can
tell, the CFC has been a part of my life since I was
very little.
Since then, I have been a high school assistant,
aide, driver, day camp leader, teacher, assistant
director and director. I have also been on the CFC
Board and an Elder on the Christian Education
Committee that oversaw that board. And last but

not least, I have been a parent in the
program. About the only thing I
haven’t done at the CFC is being
a student!
Later this year we will
plan a “grand” celebration of
our 50th anniversary but in
the meantime, look for short
history lessons in the Messenger each month about the
growth and people involved
at the Center for Children.
LCPC and all the people
that have worked at the CFC
should be very proud of the way
the Center has grown and changed to meet the
needs of the community.
We all know that both as individuals and as
part of any group, we stand on the shoulders of
those who came before us. That is true for me as
well as for the Center for Children. There has never
been a need to right the ship, only to maintain the
course.

Important Dates
January 1: Closed for New Year’s Day
January 2-5: Winter Day Camp
January 8: GUSD resumes
January 15: Closed for MLK, Jr. Day
January 27: Daddy and Me Day

Enrichment Classes

Dance on Mondays
Karate on Wednesdays
Soccer on Thursdays
We hope to be adding a Young Engineers class
for Pre-K – Kindergarten soon. Come to the office
for more information about any of these programs.

Thank You
All of us want to thank you for your kind
gestures and thoughts at Christmas. We enjoyed the
sweets and gifts that you so generously gave us. We
are always appreciative when you think of us and
please know that we think of you and your family
and are so very grateful that you let us be a part of
your child’s life. May God bless your family in 2018.

Tip 4. Play is more than meets the eye. Play is
simple and complex. There are many types of play:
symbolic, sociodramatic, functional and games with
rules – to name just a few. Researchers study play’s
many aspects how children learn through play, how
outdoor play impacts children’s health, the effects
of screen time on play to the need for recess in the
school day.
Tip 5. Make time for play. As parents, you are
the biggest supporters of your children’s learning.
You can make sure they have as much time to play
as possible during the day to promote cognitive,
language, physical, social and emotional development.

Daddy & Me Day
On Saturday, January 27, we invite the
preschool children to bring their dads to school
with them for “Daddy and Me Day.” This is a very
special, long-standing tradition at the Center for
Children, most likely one of the oldest ongoing
traditions that we have. We begin at 9:00 AM with
Chapel and then spend time in the classroom and
outside. Dads get to meet other dads and find out
what your child has been doing at CFC every day.
Come ready to move, sing, create and have tons of
fun. This year we are going to have a bicycle repair
shop. So dads, bring your oil can and tools and
help us get all our bikes up and running.
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After School
Activities
If your child is going to be participating in an
after school activity at their elementary school this
winter, please be sure we have all the information
we need for a late pick up. Giving us a copy of the
flyer is a big help too.

Church Staff
Andy Wilson
		

Pastor
andy@lcpc.net

Lee Cook
		

Director of Spiritual Formation
lee@lcpc.net

Josh Horton
		

Director of Student Ministries
josh@lcpc.net

Ashley Pollock
		

Director of Children’s Ministries
ashley@lcpc.net

Gary Woodward
Lindsay Aldana

Choir Director
Organist

Dan Blessinger

Producer of Contemporary Music

Nancy Thomas
		

Office Manager
nancy@lcpc.net

Pat Murphy Chambers
		
Helen Tuma
Teri Reid

La Crescenta Presbyterian Church
2902 Montrose Avenue
La Crescenta, Ca 91214–3896
www.lcpc.net
Return Service Requested
(818) 249–6137

non-profit org.
u.s. postage

Paid

glendale, ca
permit no. 1701

d
daterial
mate

Director, Center For Children
pat@lcpc.net
Assistant Director
Office Administrator

Worship Schedule for january
NEW SONG WORSHIP (CONTEMPORARY), SUNDAYS AT 9:00 AM
SERVICE OF PRAISE (classic), SUNDAYS AT 11:00 Am

The Church in Corinth that was founded by Paul struggled in ways we
can all understand. Charismatic leaders tempted them with competing
ideologies. Family life was under stress. People were suing each other over
minor slights. Wealthy people were ignoring the needs of the poor. Ethical
lines were blurred. Does any of that sound familiar?
In this six-part sermon series, “Finding Community,” Andy Wilson and
Lee Cook will help us access the timeless wisdom that Paul offers to all who

love the Lord. Together we’ll seek personal growth in the Spirit as well as the
mercy and grace that’s essential for genuine community.
Regardless of where you stand with Jesus and his Church, these messages will challenge you with new perspectives on our life together.
The Spirit is moving powerfully among our youth! Tune into what God
is saying to LCPC’s amazing students as they lead us in worship and reflect
on what it means to love like Jesus (1-28)!

JANUARY 7
THE LORD’S SUPPER

JANUARY 21

Message by Andy Wilson
“Finding Community When We Disagree”
For personal study: 1 Corinthians 10:23 - 11:1

Message by Andy Wilson
“Finding Community in Troubled Times”
For personal study: 1 Corinthians 1: 10-31

JANUARY 28
Youth sunday!

JANUARY 14

Message by Lee Cook
“Finding Community: God and Your Body”
Ordination and Installation of New Officers at 11:00 AM.
For personal study: 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20

Messages by Students
“Finding Community: Loving Like Jesus”
For personal study: 1 Corinthians 12:31 – 13:13

Begin the New Year by reaching out to those without a church home.
Think of people you know who don’t have a church home, but are hungry for God’s truth.
Don’t just invite them – bring them!

Happy New Year!
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