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SUNDAY AFTERNOONS
IN THE GARDEN
Summer is a wonderful time to gather in my
garden for snacks, drinks, and friendship. I am hosting a Sunday afternoon get together twice a month.
We will discuss the sermon from that morning, so
bring any notes you may have jotted down that
morning. We will also share our thoughts about the
scripture and sermon from the morning and study
it together.
Time: 4:30 - 6:00 PM
Where: Nancy Coler’s home
3301 Community Avenue
La Crescenta, CA
RSVPs helpful: (626)755-1880
Dates: We have already met twice in June. Our
July dates are the 10th and the 17th.
I look forward to seeing you,
Nancy Coler
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Here’s a fascinating historical artifact that was recently unearthed: the fifth Messenger ever published,
and the debut of the Church Mouse column! As you can see, LCPC used to be known as Community
Presbyterian Church. Thanks to Pat Chambers for sending this along.

The Global Leadership Summit is a world-class experience
for leaders who want to be even better. Everybody
has influence and the responsibility to lead well.
When cultivated in a culture of Christ-centered
leadership, your influence can change lives and
the organizations in which you lead. Leaders
worldwide attend the Summit to sharpen their
skills and to unleash the full potential of their
teams.
You will be presented with opportunities to
sharpen your skills and develop the people you
lead. The Summit is a proven tool to produce
these compelling outcomes for those who attend.
Register today at www.willowcreek.com/rega.
Using the priority code of16PRTC you still can get
the discounted rate of $129 until August 11. Sign
up for the Los Angeles – La Canada location and
join us at La Canada Presbyterian Church.

CFC FAITH
UPDATE
So far this summer, the CFC kids and
I have been talking a lot about miracles.
We have been looking at five miracles of
Jesus and learning that these miracles
teach us not only that Jesus is powerful but
also that He is compassionate, generous,
trustworthy, self-sacrificing, willing to
always give His time, willing to love even
when it is hard.
One of the most rewarding aspects of
my job is seeing children learn about who
Jesus is and then reflect His character in
their daily lives. For example, one of our
incoming first graders recently gave up his
favorite color construction paper when he
saw a classmate hadn’t gotten the color
paper she wanted for our craft time. It may
seem small but this was a big deal for that
first grader. His simple act shows a heart of
service. It is a glimpse of Christ’s love right
here at CFC and it is the kind of thing I get
to see multiple times a week. For that, I am
so grateful!

NO PASTOR’S
LETTER
THIS MONTH

Spec ia l E ve nts
at the Summi t

At the midday break, you may go off campus
for lunch, bring your own lunch, or participate in
these special lunch time events.
On Thursday, the Harambee Ministries Culinary Academy will offer a catered lunch. Harambee
Christian Family Center in Pasadena is dedicated

Last month there was an earthquake – a big
one – magnitude 5.2! According to the Los Angeles
Times, it was on one of California’s most active
faults and triggered hundreds of aftershocks. As
someone who most often sees God’s Glory in nature,
earthquakes fascinate me. I wonder if God is trying
to wake me up spiritually and not just physically.
July is the Wildlife Tour where, thanks to Pastor
Andy, many of us get to see nature up close, real and
personal, and reflect on God’s promise to us at the
same time. It is one of the many activities, along
with the missions, sermons, speakers, PEAK and the
Center for Children that allow us to show others
that we are a welcoming and inclusive church.
As Deacons we are called on to minister to
those in need, to those who are sick and friendless,
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to the development of indigenous
leadership through a holistic ministry. On Friday, La Crescenta Presbyterian Church
will have a luncheon in one of the rooms at La
Canada Presbyterian Church so that we can talk
about what we are learning as a group.
These lunches will be offered at the low price of
$8. Pre-registration is required for these on-campus
meals. Contact Pat Chambers and she will email
you your lunch options at the end of July.

and to those who may be in distress, both within
and beyond the community of faith. Last month’s
earthquake was a wake up call to this Deacon that I
need to put more effort into outreach.
As a church, we have several programs to assist
others. However as individuals what do we do?
Each day we can reach out to help spread the word
of God by our words and especially by our deeds.
We can also endeavor to bring others who may not
know God into our church family. A kind word, a
kind gesture, along with an invitation to come to
our church can do wonders to brighten the day of
someone who feels alone or unloved. All of us at
one time or another need to be woken up to the
many opportunities we are given to reflect God’s love.
–Kathy Hill
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Tuesday,
July 26
12 Noon in Koopmans
Stay after lunch for a showing
of the IMAX film Under the Sea
and enjoy our air conditioning.
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emailed to shawndraws@gmail.com. Please
put the word “Messenger” in the subject line.
They can also be placed in the Messenger
folder. Materials submitted after the deadline
may be omitted at the discretion of the editor.

lee ’ s
l at es t
When I put my
daughter to bed, the last
song we sing together is
“Jesus Loves Me.” It’s a
song that my Mamaw
sang to us as kids, and
one that I’m so happy
to share with my kids. It
contains a great summary of the Christian
faith – “Jesus loves me. This I know, for the Bible
tells me so.”
In the last few decades, the Bible has fallen
out of favor. It’s been labeled pro-slavery, antiwoman, homophobic, and for many has become
a dangerous tool in the hands of extremists. This
sentiment has crept into the pews of churches,
consciously or unconsciously. Bible literacy is

at an all time low, and trust in the scriptures is
waning in most American churches. At the same
time, churches (especially mainline churches like
ours) have been dying at an alarming rate. The
PC(USA) will fall below a million members in
the next year or so (in 2000, there were almost 3
million members). Is there a connection between
the decline of churches and the loss of our biblical
roots?
Obviously, I can’t rebut every criticism of the
Bible in this article, but I would like to challenge
our approach to the scriptures. The Bible is neither
pro-slavery nor anti-women. The early church
was largely made up of women and slaves who
found freedom in the message of the Gospel, not
oppression. Yes, the Bible contains laws about
women and slavery that do not sound like our 21st
century, abstract egalitarian notions, but they were
meant to mitigate the misery of social institutions
that God never intended and were created by human sin, not divine will.
Most of our contemporary readings of
scripture are incredibly shallow. And we maintain
these shallow readings of scripture because that
makes scripture easy to dismiss. Don’t like the

Bible’s teaching about money? The Bible says
you shouldn’t eat shrimp, so we can’t trust the
scriptures. Don’t like the Bible’s teaching about
idolatry? The Bible says you shouldn’t mix two
different kinds of cloth, so we can’t trust the Bible
anyway.
Jesus’ ministry and teaching is impossible to
grasp without a deep understanding of the Old
Testament scriptures. Read the Gospels again. See
how often Jesus quotes the Old Testament. But
more than that, his whole life is defined by God’s
gracious dealings with Israel. Everything Jesus
does is informed by the way God revealed Himself
to Israel. The Kingdom of God is not some abstract
notion that Jesus invented, but is the expected
hope promised to David and foretold by the
Prophets. The New Covenant Jesus reveals is not a
new concept, but the realization of God’s redemption that began with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
If we turn our back on the scriptures (which
is happening at alarming rates, even among
Christians), then we are cutting off the limb we’re
sitting on. Christianity is unintelligible without
deep reflection upon the scriptures. Jesus loves
me...how do i know? The Bible tells me so.
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This week, Darren and I may go see Finding
Dory as part of my preparation for Vacation Bible
School, since our theme is Deep Sea Discovery.
Okay – did anyone buy that? I didn’t think I could
actually get away with passing off a date night as
VBS research, but I am actually excited that the release of this highly anticipated movie does fit with
our theme. In the movie, a fish named Dory with
short term memory loss, struggles to find her place,
her home, her family. At VBS, we will be teaching
the children that wherever they go, from the highest of heights to the depths of the sea, their Father
God is with them. We all have a place with Him.

VBS runs July 11-15 from 9:00 AM to Noon and
children ages 4 through 12 will be learning that:

1) God knows them! 2) God hears them! 3) God
strengthens them! 4) God loves them! 5) God
sends them! Each of these daily themes coordinates with a passage of scripture that children will
learn by reading the Bible and have reinforced
through crafts, science experiments, games, music
and more. We have a great team of volunteers assembled who have been praying and preparing for
this week and all of us involved covet your prayers.
Please pray for children to come, to fill our
Sanctuary and to hear about the God who loves
them and sent His own Son to rescue them. Please
pray that these kids will grow in their relationships
with their Savior, their leaders, and each other.
Please pray for God’s Spirit to be powerfully at work
in every aspect of VBS, from the ocean in a bottle
craft to the wacky water game to the S.S. Discovery Scripture Centers. Thank you in advance for
your prayers. This is Children’s Ministries biggest
outreach of the year and it is buoyed by the prayers
of God’s family. I am truly excited to see how God
will use this splishy, splashy, deep sea program to
build His kingdom.
While VBS does occupy about 70% of my brain
during July, a good portion of the remaining 30%
will be focused on our SPARKS Summer Camp!
Our 4th - 6th graders will be heading to Alpine’s
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Makuala Village on Sunday, July 24, where they
will learn the answer to the question: Who’s always
got your back? Kids will enjoy outdoor worship,
swimming, rock climbing, zip lining and more
throughout the week and return Friday, July 29,
around Noon. There are still a few spots available,
so please contact me at ashley@lcpc.net if you
would like to register your child! The cost is $250
for the week and scholarships are available.
It is hard to believe that after July, the summer
will be winding down quickly, so let’s make the
most of the month and come together for fun, fellowship and sincere worship! I’m looking forward
to it, LCPC family.
Love in Christ,
Ashley Pollock

Kids Say
The Darndest Things
4-Year-Old: “I got a bee sting on my foot.
Mr. Bee must have thought my toes were flowers!”
3-Year-Old: “My favorite fruits are strawberries, apples, blueberries and hot dogs.”

And just like that, we’re already halfway
through summer! It’s crazy how quickly time is
constantly moving. Lately I’ve been thinking a lot
about how time itself really is a beautiful creation
of God’s. Think about it. He gave us this structure
to live in wherein we can witness both the ending
and beginning of eras, life stages, and so much
more, almost simultaneously! If that sounds overly
sentimental, that’s because in Abide, this summer
represents a huge time of transition for us.
Just last month, there were two really cool
events we had in Abide that made it really clear
to me how beautiful time itself can be. We began
the summer with a new event called the Senior
Banquet at which we took time to honor our
graduating seniors and celebrate all that God has
done in their lives over the past few years. We had
a time where younger students gave short speeches
to a senior who had meant something to them,
and the results were so much more powerful than
I could have even imagined. To hear a student tell
Xavier Orozco that it’s because of Xavi that student
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was the man he was and had a relationship with
God at all, or to hear another tell Allie Fernandez
that she was more than family and more than a
sister was priceless and beautiful.
Two days later, Kim and I were boarding a
boat to Catalina Island where we’d spend the next
five days with the 8th graders and our brand new
7th grade Jr. Highers. Talk about a change-up!
The week was also incredible though in its own

way. It was a week that filled me with hope for
the future. Up against the wonderful night of the
Senior Banquet, it was so cool to spend time with
these students who have the next SEVEN years in
our ministry! Just thinking of the things God could
accomplish in that time fills me with excitement.
We ended the Senior Banquet with a tender
moment where each senior was given a glowing
balloon to release up into the air, all simultaneously. The balloons signified the goodness of the
end of a life stage, and still the hope of what God
has for them in the next. What we didn’t expect was
that as the balloons all drifted up into the night
sky, they all remained close together as one group,
almost pulling each other along as the wind
carried them upward. We praise our incredible
God who created and is in control of time itself,
that our Abide-exiting adults and Abide-entering
preteens are all united by a bond that cannot be
broken – a three-cord bond, drawn tight by the
blood of His Son, our King, Jesus.
Josh

OUR AWESOME TEAM JUST RETURNED FROM THE D.R.
THANKS TO WHITNEY DEPAOLI AND JUDY TRUMBO FOR THE PHOTOS!
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The term “lazy days of summer” definitely
does not apply to LCPC! There are all sorts of
activity going on around here! We had a sold out
crowd for Dodger Night last month, and even
though the Dodgers lost, the LCPC group had a
ball and got a shout out on the Jumbotron! Thank
you Diana and Doug Given for organizing a
great night!
The Carey family hosted a spectacular night
for our high school seniors and their families at
the first ever Senior Banquet. After a delicious
sit-down dinner and homemade desserts, the
younger youth read tributes to their older siblings
and friends. There wasn’t a dry eye in the house!
The evening ended with prayer, a song, and all the
seniors releasing balloons with lights in them, off
into the open sky. Most amazing part – the balloons all drifted off together – they didn’t separate.
God’s way of showing us the tight bond these kids
have made over the years.
Our incredible, hard working Dominican
Republic team of 51 adults and teens just got
back from another memorable trip to La Romana. They continued work on a mission house
which will serve future teams, went to a number of
private homes to do improvements, administered
medical care to bateys, and visited people in a
prison. Past friendships were rekindled, and Jesus’
love was spread!
It was a privilege to have some old friends
come preach last month while Andy was in the
Dominican Republic. Dr. Young Oh shared
about his ministry in northern Thailand with the
Karen people, and then served Communion. Erna
Hackett also preached, sharing her insights on
integrating Christianity into our jobs. Erna has a
gift for speaking on relevant topics with such clarity. It was great to see her husband Cam Hackett
too! They were in town celebrating Cam’s graduation from Fuller Theological Seminary with his
Masters of Divinity. Congratulations Cam!
The men of the church led an outdoor
Evensong service in the courtyard a few weeks
ago. It was quite damp and dreary all day, but God
cleared it up just in time for a perfect hour of worship, prayer, dessert and coffee!
Nancy Coler hosted her first few “Sunday
Afternoons in the Garden” gatherings, and
the people who attended were greatly blessed!
This is a relaxed time of fellowship, snacks, and
an opportunity to discuss the morning’s sermon
at Nancy’s charming home. The group will meet
again Sunday, July 10, from 4:30 – 6:00 PM.
We are thrilled that Michelle Bouse’s
Creative Bible Journaling class will be
continuing throughout the summer! Michelle has
art supplies and fun techniques for embellishing
your bible in beautiful ways! Feel free to bring
your own art supplies and if you don’t have a Bible
journal, it’s OK! Michelle has bookmarks or you
can decorate your traditional Bible.

from the

Church
Mouse

paintball, a summer birthday bash, Hurricane Harbor, and of course Mount Hermon – and that’s just
July! The fun will continue into August because we
all know summer’s not over just because the silly
schools start so early these days! Go to Abidestudentmin.com for the complete list of events,
dates and times.
Don’t forget to sign up for the Global Leadership Conference! There’s still a discount
offered if you sign up before August 12 and use
priority code 16PRTC. The price is $129 for adults
and $89 for students. It’s going to be an event you
won’t want to miss!
Congratulations to Brandon Van Horn,
Phil and Lecia Van Horn’s son, as he was
recently drafted by the San Francisco Giants! They
are so excited and proud of him, and grateful for
answered prayers.
Thank you to Foster Dennis and his team
who repaved both our parking lots. They look
great!
If you are looking for a fun-filled day camp
for your kids, check out our own Center4Children.com. CFC will keep your kids happy and
busy all summer long! What kid won’t want to visit
the Long Beach Aquarium after a week of Deep Sea
Discovery VBS? One little day camper was getting
sunscreen applied outside the CFC office, and was
heard saying, “Mom! It smells like CFC!”
Keep applying your sunscreen every two hours,
and I’ll see you next month!

Ashley is excited about her summer intern,
Parker Fernandez! Parker has been working
with the SPARKS for a couple of years now, and has
a real gift with kids. She is going to keep him very
busy with VBS coming up in a week or two. There
is still time to tell all your friends with kids about
the best VBS in town! Deep Sea Discovery will
be hitting with a splash July 11-15 from 9:00 AM
until Noon. Registration forms are in the church
office or you can email Ashley@lcpc.net.
Thank you to Sue Pratt for hosting the
Children’s Ministries’ summer swim party
last month. If you missed it, there will be another
one at her home on July 20. Children of all ages
are welcome, but parents are asked stay if their
child does not know how to swim.
Summer camp
season is here!
The SPARKS
are heading to
Alpine at the end
of the month. There
are still a few spots
available for any
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CFC Heartbeat
Director’s Corner
A few years ago I made a subtle change to the
meaning of our CFC Logo.

One of the blocks in the CFC logo used to
say that it represented “academics.” Now it says
“cognitive.” I realized that I picked the word
academics to help sell the program to parents who
wanted to make sure their children were learning
“something” – not a bad thing to want for your
child. However, the word never really set well with
me. Then I realized that I wanted to be true to
our philosophy here at CFC where we believe that
children learn best through play and exploration
in a carefully planned environment and curriculum. Cognitive development seemed to fit that
philosophy better.
Here are some excerpts from an excellent article, “Lively Minds: Distinctions between Academic
versus Intellectual Goals for Young Children,” that
Lilian Katz wrote for Defending the Early Years. I
think it helps explain why I changed the text of
our logo.
“Academic goals are those concerned
with the mastery of small discrete elements of
embodied information, usually related to preliteracy skills in the early years, and practiced in
drills, worksheets, and other kinds of exercises
designed to prepare children for the next levels of
literacy and numeracy learning. The items learned
and practiced have correct answers, rely heavily on
memorization, the application of formulae versus
understanding, and consists largely of giving
the teacher the correct answers that the children

Summer Day Camp
Our day camp is going very well this year.
Remember to stay in the habit of letting the office
know what days you need each week by Tuesday.
Don’t forget if you have money on account you
can email or call to sign up for your days and
avoid the lines. Trips this month include a Dodger
Game, Long Beach Aquarium, Knott’s Berry farm
and Discovery Cube LA. There will also be great on
campus activities like a hula hoop assembly, VBS,
a bug show and lots of water play. Make CFC Day
camp your #1 choice this month.

know she awaits. These bits of information are
essential components of reading, writing, and
other academic competencies useful in modern
developed economies, and certainly in later school
years. In other words, I suggest that the issue here
is not whether academic skills matter; rather it is
about both when they matter and what proportion
of the curriculum they warrant, especially during
the early years.
Intellectual goals and their related activities, on the other hand, are those that address the
life of the mind in its fullest sense...including a
range of aesthetic and moral sensibilities. The
formal definition of the concept of intellectual
emphasizes reasoning, hypothesizing, posing
questions, predicting answers to questions, predicting the findings produced by investigation, the
development and analysis of ideas and the quest
for understanding and so forth.
An appropriate curriculum for young children
is one that includes the focus on supporting children’s inborn intellectual dispositions, their natural inclinations. These would include, for example,
the disposition to make the best sense they can of
their own experiences and environments.”
Pat

Halfway There
I can’t believe that our summer is half over. We
used to refer to the time when school starts again as
the Fall, but because that happens on August 8 this
year, we are just going to refer to it as the start of the
school year. Please be sure that we know what your
school year plans are so that we either have a place
for your child, or we know that we can fill your
child’s spot. Helen will post school year class list
soon. Be sure to see if your information is correct.

Red, White and Blue
What is Red, White and Blue all over? The 2900
block of Montrose Avenue on July 1. Why? Because
it is our annual Independence Day parade. All
the children in all the classrooms will be getting
dressed up, decked out, and painted up for the parade. We will leave the campus at 11:00 AM, walk to
Ramsdell Avenue and then to La Crescenta Avenue
and back to school. At the end we will have a good
old American Hot Dog BBQ. Come cheer your child
on, honk your car horn, take pictures and join us
for a free lunch. This is soooo much fun.
We will be closed July 4, enjoy the fireworks at
CV High School.
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Vacation Bible
School
Get ready for a great week from July 11-15. It’s
the church’s annual Vacation Bible School. Children ages 3 and up will be participating in this
program (That is children in Rooms 104, 105, 107
– 202). Children in the Kindergarten and younger
classes will remain in their rooms and children in
1st – 6th grade will be joining with other children
in age specific classes. Everyone will get to have
morning music, watch skits, make crafts, enjoy
outside games and refreshments. VBS hours are
9:00 AM – Noon. PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHILDREN
HERE BY 8:45 AM THAT WEEK. If your child is not
signed up for five days that week, we invite them to
come between 9:00 AM – Noon on days they don’t
usually come so that they can have the entire VBS
experience. On Thursday of this week there will be
a family fun night with dinner and other activities.
Please plan on coming. Your kids would love to
show you what they have been doing all week.
PLEASE NOTE: During the week of VBS,
parking will be difficult we suggest all parents
come before 8:45 AM or after 9:15 AM to drop off
children.
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July 11-15, 9:00 AM-Noon
VBS is open to children ages 4 through 6th grade
and includes crafts, science experiments, skits,
wacky water games and, most importantly,
worship and time in God’s Word.
Sign up today in the LCPC Church Office or email Ashley@lcpc.net for a digital copy of the registration form.

Worship Schedule for july

NEW SONG WORSHIP (CONTEMPORARY), SUNDAYS AT 9:00 AM
SERVICE OF PRAISE (classic), SUNDAYS AT 11:00 Am
july 3

july 17

Message by Lee Cook – “Gospel of Luke: Humility”
For personal study: Luke 14:7-14

Message by Lee Cook – “Parable: Unjust Steward”
For personal study: Luke 16:1-13

july 10
The Lord’s Supper

july 24

Message by Ashley Pollock – “Rich Man and Lazarus”
For personal study: Luke 16:19-31

Message by Tom and Robyn Crabtree – “Wycliffe in Nigeria”
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