l

a

c

r

e

s

c

e

n

t

a

p

r

e

s

b y

t

e

r

i

a

n

c

h

u

r

c

MESSENGER

h

JUly 2017

volume 66, number 7

BISTRO
50+
FUN FOOD, FELLOWSHIP
Tuesday,
July 25
12 Noon
in Koopmans
Join us for lunch.
Only $5!

Vacation
B
ible School
Passport to Peru
July 10-14

9AM-Noon

Registration forms are available
in the church office
or by emailing ashley@lcpc.net.

i n s i d e
2 p a s t o r ’s l e t t e r
3 L ee ’s L at e st
d eac o n s ’ b eac o n
4 c h i l d r e n’s Mini st rie s
s e ssi o n r e po r t
5 c a l e nd a r
6 c h u r c h m o use
7 cf c h e a r t b e at
8 w o r s h i p sc he du l e

CFC Book Fair
Sunday, July 23

Come join us between services for our S’more fun with books
event. Books for children of all ages, and a few books for grownups too,
will be available. Help us revitalize the CFC classroom libraries.
Books will also be available at the LCPC/CFC family fun night
on Thursday, July 20. On this special night, we will have campfire dinner,
make S’mores, make a craft and watch a movie.
We hope you can join Ashley and Pat for this fun evening.

pastor’s Le tter
Dear friends,
I’m inspired by all the heroes
that Lee and I talked about during our recent series, “Everyone
Needs a Hero,” but there’s one who is especially
relevant to us today, whose life and witness continue to haunt me. Daniel, as I pointed out, is a
risk-taker. Again and again he proves willing to
sacrifice it all for God and his people. The great lesson he learns through his radical obedience is that
God’s purposes can’t be thwarted.
Daniel and the Israelites, remember, are in
exile in Babylon. The mighty forces arrayed against
them threaten to overwhelm them and often seem
to be gaining ground. But over time, God prevails.
He always manages to work out His plans. His
kingdom is unstoppable.
It’s easier to understand Daniel’s seemingly
reckless behavior when we remember who’s in
charge. Daniel serves the God of gods and the
Kings so he’s confident that God will be victorious.
Of course Daniel doesn’t have that same confidence
that God will always rescue him from danger. He’s
fully aware that God may require him to give up
his family, money, position in society – even his
life. But Daniel believes in God’s good plan, and
in his power to implement that plan. So he’s ready
and willing to make any sacrifice for the sake of
his Lord.
Here at LCPC we’re surrounded by many Jesus
followers who demonstrate that same intrepid
character and witness. Think of those missionaries
listed on the back of the bulletin notes, many of
whom were called into service out of our church
family.
Think of Jane Chang the founder, director and
house mother at Joy Hostel in Bangladesh. When
her husband, our dear friend Man-Young Chang,
died of lung cancer while serving the Bangladeshi
people, most of us thought Jane would return to her
native South Korea. But she launched her amazing
work in Dhaka City as soon as her tears were dry.
Actually, every one of the friends we help to
sponsor has an inspiring story.
Tom and Robyn Crabtree signed on with
Wycliffe Translators to serve in Nigeria at the time
of life when most successful military couples start
to wind things down. Now Tom is heading up
translation efforts for all of Nigeria.
Terri Hewitt was buried alive in an avalanche
in Taiwan. She has been delivered by God from
many other dangers including, most recently, a lifethreatening crisis that required emergency surgery.
And still she continues to teach and counsel, leading countless women to “Beauty from Ashes.”
Darren and Elizabeth Kennedy, both of whom
will preach for us this summer, have served in
Cairo for more than a decade as preachers and
teachers. They face very real dangers every day, but
they always seem more concerned about the pas-

Darren Kennedy (front row, fourth from left) with seminary graduates in Cairo
tors they’ve trained and the churches they serve.
Megan Doeding and my daughter Holly were
called into missions as they were graduating from
college. Megan is the house mother to 12 young
boys at an orphanage in Guatemala. Every night

Megan Doeding in Guatemala
she reads each child a book and prays with him
one-on-one! Holly most recently led an 18-person
team from Youth With A Mission on an outreach in
Amman, Jordan. As is true for many of the YWAM
teams, the Spirit worked through their prayers to
heal many people and awaken them to the truth
about Jesus.
Young and Bosen Oh serve the Karen people
of Northern Thailand where Buddhism is the
dominant religion. Young trains pastors, some of
whom serve in villages that can only be reached by
foot or by bicycle.
Erna Hackett has recently been promoted by
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship to a national position. She encourages and trains leaders who work
with racial/ ethnic minorities on college campuses
all over the US.
Henry and Nicky S___ W___ continue to
serve the Lord in East Asia. They have the privilege
nearly every day of speaking about Jesus to people
who have never even heard his name. The baby
churches they serve are steadily growing stronger.
Daniel and Marie Adams serve in the fiery
furnace of the Boston university scene. Daniel is on
fire for Jesus and is currently pursuing a Master of
Divinity at Gordon Conwell Seminary while Marie
continues to nurture Christian fellowship circles at
three Boston music schools.
Like Daniel, all these friends remind us that
the Lord created us to be fruitful, and that we can’t
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do that if our number one priority is our personal
comfort and security. Like the writer of Hebrews,
they inspire us to “run with perseverance the race
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith” (Hebrews 12).
Our courageous friends also remind us that we
shouldn’t to worry or be fearful of what lies ahead
for us. Our Heavenly Father wants only what is
best for us. He promises to give us his Spirit as we
put our trust in him. And he always finds a way to
bring good even from the bad things that happen
to us.
I love this word of blessing from Paul to the
church in Ephesus. I write them now as a blessing for all my friends at LCPC: “Now to Him
who is able to do infinitely more than all we
ask or imagine, according to his power that is
at work within us, to Him be the glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever” (Ephesians 3:20-21).
Love and good cheer,
Andy
P.S. Not surprisingly, many of our missionary
friends are attracted to the Wildlife Tour. Joining
our Sierra adventure this month will be: Daniel
and Marie Adams, Holly Wilson, Megan Doeding,
and Darren, Elizabeth, Calvin and Sammy Kennedy.
Terri Hewitt will be in town throughout August and
September!
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lee’s latest
In my June sermon
series, “Anxious for
Nothing”, I shared my
own experience with
panic attacks, anxiety,
and my own journey to
healing. Most people
are really nice and
tell me they liked
my sermon (even if
it wasn’t a very good
one), but I received
more feedback from this short series than all the
others put together. People gave me notes at the
door describing their pain and deep struggles with
anxiety and depression.
This response made me think (and pray)
deeply about how we approach our mission to

“make disciples”. How can we as a church support
people who are struggling with such profound
issues? Are most Christians still afraid to share
about their anxiety and depression for fear that
they will be judged as weak or worse, not trusting
in God? How can we nurture a safe, loving community where people can be open about their
struggles?
James, the brother of our Lord, tells us to
“confess your sins to one another” (James 5:16).
He envisions a community that is so loving, they
can be completely open and honest about their
struggles. Perhaps this summer you will find
someone to whom you can “confess your sins”.
It’s an amazing thing to let someone into your
life that can pray for you and be there to help you
through your deepest struggles.

CFC FAITH UPDATE

I am enjoying sharing the parables of Jesus
with the children of CFC this summer! When
I asked the preschool kids if they like hearing
stories, all of them answered with a resounding
YES! They then began to talk about the books
that are read to them at home and at school.

Some of us have heard that folks who
need help from the Deacons do not know
how to ask for help or what help is available. This issue was raised directly at our
last Deacons meeting. Our first response
was, of course, denial. In the whole history
of mankind, whenever one is accused of
being unhelpful or uncaring, no one, who
thinks of himself as a Christian at least, replied, “YES! That’s me, I strive daily to prove
what a jerk I am.” Seriously, we looked at
one another aghast, demanded to know who
said what and why, but no further information was forthcoming.
I went home and thought about that for a
while. Then I remembered an event where I had a
few friends over at my home and a very dear friend
told me she thought I had slighted her during
the evening. Her husband agreed with her. My
husband, although siding with me privately,
refused to get involved publicly. I understood (sort
of) but later on, I queried him on his seemingly
contradictory stances. He replied, “Yes, I agree
that you were not rude or dismissive as suggested,
however the Mr. and Mrs. were our guests and they

And I was thrilled when I noticed many of
them grabbing the Bible and seeing what stories they could remember based on the pictures.
As always, it is a privilege and a joy to work with
the children of CFC! They make the summer
that much brighter.

conversations
IN THE GARDEN
Join the Conversations! We meet once or twice
a month on Sunday afternoons at the home of
Nancy Coler to discuss the week’s sermon in a
peaceful and relaxed atmosphere. Our group is
small but mighty. Both services are represented
and new friendships are being formed. All are
welcome!
This month we’ll meet on July 9 and 30.
Arrive at 4:30 PM, and we’ll be finished by 6:00 PM.
For more information, please call Nancy Coler at
(626) 755-1880.
need a bit of help from time to time with
meals, visits or transportation. The duty of
Deacons is to minister to those who are in
need: the sick, the friendless, and anyone
who may be in distress. Our fearless leader
Isabel Adams is the main go-to person,
but any Deacon will assist you with any
questions or concerns. We are completely
approachable and truly believe we have
been blessed with this assignment. We are
reaching out to you to reach out to us. We
love suggestions and we would welcome any
member who would like to join our little
group.
I am posting the communion dates, which
sometimes are switched for various reasons. These
dates are: July 2, August 6, September 10, October
1, November 5, December 3, and January 7, 2018.
Also, the Neighbors Helping Neighbors bin is
in the Narthex on the first Sunday of each month,
where we collect canned goods, diapers and disposables for people in need in the neighborhood. At all
other times the bin can be found in the church office.

how can we help?
obviously were uncomfortable.   Therefore I have
to conclude that we did something to make them
feel that way. Rather than opening up a festering
wound, why don’t we just work on making it up in
whatever way possible. I know it is just a misunderstanding.”
This is how we Deacons concluded our meeting. Everyone believes we did not do anything
individually to offend anyone. However we also
know that is not really what is important. What is
important is that we are here to make people feel
welcome in our church and to assist folks who may
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–Kathy Hill
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When I was in 7th grade, my science teacher,
Mr. Carr, planned a parent/student trip to the Peruvian rainforest. My mom and I had never taken
a big trip of any kind before but we signed up. We
had to register for the trip about 10 months in advance, we saved our pennies and went to planning
meetings. When there were only two months left
before the trip, our dog, Mimi Adamson, got cancer
and needed surgery. We only had enough savings
for either the surgery or the trip. We picked the
surgery and got two more wonderful years with the
sweetest dog (other than Buddy) on the planet.
This is not a poor pitiful Ashley story – not at
all! My mom and I never regretted our decision
and to be honest, I was a little terrified of traveling
so far away from home. And although I never
made it to Peru, I am learning a whole lot about
Peruvian culture this summer getting ready for
Vacation Bible School!
This year’s theme is Passport to Peru
and for the first time ever, we will be having a
cross-cultural VBS experience from July 10-14 from
9AM to Noon! What this means is that as we learn
about God’s amazing gifts of comfort, patience,
peace, love and joy, we will also meet five Peruvian
children via video. These children live lives that
are in many ways far different than the lives of
Southern California children. But their deepest

need is the same – like the children of LCPC, like
me and you, these kids need a powerful, patient,
forgiving, loving, generous and joyous Savior –
Jesus. I am so grateful for the chance to spend a
week talking about that Savior, singing to Him
and hopefully sharing His love through games, art,
drama and yummy food at VBS! There is still time
to sign up. Forms are available in the church office
or by emailing Ashley@lcpc.net. Cost is $30 and
scholarships are available.
The fun doesn’t end after VBS! I am excited to
be partnering with CFC for a night of family, food,
games and film. You are all invited to S’more
Fun on Thursday, July 20 from 5:30-8:30PM. The
whole evening will have a camping theme and
include dinner off the grill, making your own

ANSWERED PRAYERS
FROM BANGLADESH

s’mores and trail mix, sack races and a viewing of the Disney film The Parent Trap. RSVP to
ashley@lcpc.net by Monday, July 17.
And last but not least, what summer is
complete without a pool party! Our annual
Children’s Ministries Pool Party and lunch
will take place on Friday, July 28, from 12-3PM.
Please email me at ashley@lcpc.net for information about the location or check out the weekly
bulletin beginning in July.
Happy Summer Everyone!
In Christ,
Ashley

Kids Say
The Darndest Things
5-Year-Old Boy: (drops something out of
his backpack while getting into the van) “Oh
shoot.”
5-Year-Old Girl: “We don’t use that kind of
language in the van.”
5-Year-Old Boy: “What language?”
5-Year-Old Girl: “Oh wait! Did you mean
to use it the right way? Like were you trying to tell
me that you shoot and score in basketball?”
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Our hostel has found a new home!
We will be renting three houses on a floor of four houses. We are making
renovations to make it into one large home. So we are under construction
by bringing down walls between the houses. We have promised the landlord
that we will restore them when we leave. We are very happy that we got a new
home and we are working hard to get ready to move in.
Thank you for your prayers and support in this time of transition.
Jane Chang from Bangladesh
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from the

Church
Mouse

Summer fun is in full swing at LCPC!
Our biggest, loudest, most important community
outreach of the year is just days away, so get your
VBS Passport to Peru ready! Tell your friends,
family and neighbors that it’s not too late to sign
up. The week will be filled with songs, crafts, games
and Bible lessons as the children will be introduced to Peruvian children also learning about
Jesus. The mission project for this year will be to
raise money for Living Water International
to build wells in Peru for children who need clean
water.
The Wildlife Tour will be departing for the
magnificent High Sierra’s in a few weeks, to hike
the trails and enjoy God’s splendor. There may be a
spot or two left if you haven’t signed up yet, so call
the church office right now!
Many of our missionaries will be visiting
LCPC this month! The Kennedy family will be
visiting from Cairo, Teri Hewitt will be visiting
from Taiwan, and Daniel and Marie Adams
will be in town from Boston. Pat and Jim Rabe
will be hosting a dinner for the Adams on Saturday,
July 15. If you would like to join them and hear
about the great kingdom work they have been doing, RSVP to Nancy in the church office.
Looking for something entertaining and free
to do on Sunday evenings? Look for the LCPC
crowd at Music in the Park Summer Concert
Series at La Canada Memorial Park. Concerts
start at 6:00 PM – bring a picnic, blanket and
chairs and we’ll see you there!
Our hard working DR team of 38 people
from three different churches just returned home
after repairing three houses in villages outside
of La Romana and offering health care to more
than 1000 people in the barrios, plantations and
jails. They had an unforgettable trip as always and
many are already looking forward to returning
next year. Thank you to all who donated vitamins
and reading glasses for the trip and prayed for our
team.
We had impressive crowds for our awesome fellowship events last month! 100 LCPC Dodger

fans came out to cheer for the Boys in Blue, and
even though they lost to the Nationals, everyone
had a great time! Lots of people attended the
All Church Picnic and raved about Michael
Christie’s Texas Fajitas! Thank you to Michael & Marsha, and all the volunteers
who worked hard to set up, make and
serve food, plan games and clean up.
It takes a village to put on a top-notch
event!
Thank you to Robert Herrin,
Riley Holmquist, Austin and
Nicole Marks, Tara Patton, and
Talin Emmerson for heading up to
Forest Home with the SPARKS as their
counselors. Ashley had her biggest group
of kids in years – 21 kids were blessed by a
week of summer camp bliss!
Men’s Ministry hosted an Evensong service under the stars last month
in the Courtyard. Phil Van Horn,
Doug Given, and Geoff Bryan led the
worship and Jim Granier tended to the
fire pit. Everyone enjoyed delicious pies
after the service.
LCPC former associate pastor Tom
Theriault from the late 70s/early 80s
retired after 40 years in ministry. His current
church in Solana beach had a celebration in his
honor and the next day an LCPC Junior High
reunion was held at Tom’s house. The group had
a special time celebrating and catching up. They
called Marlene Estelle (mother of the famed
John Estelle whom the room is named after) and
sang to her. Marlene worked with the LCPC Junior
High kids for about 20 years and was one of the
original five preschool teachers at CFC.
Congratulations to our newest official church
members – Bill and Michelle Bouse, Mandy
and Greg Cary, and Jamie and Kari Richey.
Welcome to the family!
The Vine-Trumbo family had a beautiful
celebration last month as George Jr. married his
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longtime love Stefanie Loporcio in an outdoor
ceremony in Santa Clarita. Congratulations also to
Lindsay Aldana and Alex Waggoner as they
exchanged vows a few weeks ago here at LCPC with
Dr. Darren Pollock officiating! Lindsay was a

gorgeous bride and we wish them a lifetime of love.
It was wonderful to see Tracy and Sophie
Jones visiting from North Carolina a couple of
weeks ago, and Lee Cook’s dad was visiting
from Louisiana and got to hear him preach.
There are still dates available in July, September, October and December to sign up to provide
flowers for the worship services. The cost
of an arrangement is $50 and the church will
even order the arrangement for you. Dedicate the
flowers to a special person or event. Sign up on the
bulletin board in the Narthex.
CFC will be hosting a one-day conference on
July 22 on Social-Emotional Intelligence of
Young Children. Dr. Ann Corwin will be the
speaker. Contact the CFC office if you would like
more details.
The CFC kids collected
cans, cashed them in, and donated the money to the Marine
Aquarium to use for sick
animals, particularly seal pups.
The 1st -6th graders were thrilled
that they got to meet some of the
seal pups they were supporting.
CFC’s summer program is the
best!
Don’t forget to sign up for the
Global Leadership Summit
August 10-11. The price is now
$129, which is still a great deal
for this outstanding event. Call
the church office to sign up. I’ll
remind you again next month!

CFC Heartbeat
Director’s Corner
At our recent all-day staff meeting, the staff
reaffirmed what we believe is our calling, mission
and purpose for the Center for Children and for our

own decisions to work in the field of early childhood education. I want to share that with you this
month.
-Pat

We believe…

So, we…

We believe children should expect the world to be
a beautiful and interesting place.

So, we create yards full of natural materials and
growing things, and classrooms that invite exploration appropriate to a child’s level of development.

We believe people want to be friendly and kind.

So, we encourage teachers and support staff to
speak to children in a kind and respectful manner.

We believe all children want to please the people
they live and work with.

So, we help children know that when something
goes wrong, it’s a mistake, and a teacher will help
them to ensure it won’t happen again.

We believe learning and growth occur in calm,
pleasant surroundings.

So, we arrange our day with consistent routines and
rules, so that children know what to expect and how
to manage themselves. We structure the program
to support children’s growth from group to group,
with the security and freedom that predictability and
continuity bring.

We believe all children deserve thoughtful,
respectful care.

So, we welcome families who reflect the world we
live in. We understand that growing up among a
wide variety of people, families, abilities, and life
circumstances is the way to build open, loving hearts
and minds.

We believe development naturally unfolds when
given a nurturing, supportive and interesting environment.

So, we accept each child as a being with unique
strengths and needs, and we plan a curriculum that
supports growth in all areas of development.

We believe it is an honor and a responsibility to be So, we offer support and services to parents and
part of the formation of a young family.
caregivers, above and beyond being available from
7:00 PM to 6:00 PM year round.
We believe healthy meals, peaceful naps, vigorous
play, and time for quiet contribute to the wholeness
of a child’s development.

So, we prepare wholesome food that is appropriate
to each age; we help children get the sleep they need;
and we provide play choices that meet their needs.

We believe we have a calling to be with God’s
children.

So, we pray for the children in our care, their
families and our co-workers and take seriously our
calling to welcome the little ones.

Summer Day Camp
Our day camp is on a roll this summer. I hear
the children having fun each and every day and
it is great to see friendships deepen and new ones
made. Remember to stay in the habit of letting
the office know what days you need each week
by Tuesday. Don’t forget, if you have money on
account you can email or call to sign up for your
days and avoid the lines. Trips this month include
Griffith Observatory, LA Sparks game, Olvera Street
and Knott’s Berry Farm. We have also planned
great on-site activities and workshops, as well as
trips to local parks.

Please remember we
are closed July 4th

Vacation
Bible School
Get ready for a great week from July 10-14. It’s
the church’s annual Vacation Bible School. This
year, our theme is Passport to Peru and it is sure
to be a great adventure. Children ages 3 and up
(those from rooms 104, 105, 107-202) will be participating in this program. Children in the Kindergarten and younger classes will remain in their rooms
and children in 1st-6th grade will be joining other
children in age-specific classes. Everyone will have
morning music, watch skits, make crafts, and enjoy
outdoor games and refreshments. VBS hours are
9AM-Noon. PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHILDREN HERE
BY 8:45AM THIS WEEK.
If your child is not signed up for five days that
week, we invite them to come between 9 and Noon
on days they don’t usually come so that they can
have the entire VBS experience. On Thursday of
VBS week there will be a family fun night with
dinner and other activities. Please plan on coming,
as your kids would love to show you what they have
been doing all week.
PLEASE NOTE:
During the week of VBS, parking will be difficult, so we suggest all parents drop off children
before 8:45 or after 9:15AM. Thank you.

Camping Fun
From July 17-21 our school-wide theme will be
camping! Look for tents, bugs and fishing! During
that week there will be a book fair in Koopmans
Hall. These Scholastic books will enlarge your
home library and provide some new books to read
to your kids each night. Proceeds will go to sprucing up our classroom libraries. Each class will set a
few books aside that they would like to add to their
their room. On Thursday night, July 20, we will
have a family fun night with a campfire dinner,
s’mores, a craft and a movie. We hope you will join
us for this fun evening!

Social-Emotional Development in Children
On Saturday, July 22, the CFC will be hosting a
conference with Dr. Ann Corwin, author of Pocket
Full of Feelings. Dr. Ann will be sharing with preschool teachers and others about the importance of
social-emotional education in the classroom. She
believes that developing a child’s emotional intelligence (EQ) through social-emotional learning
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is a key element to their overall health, academic
achievement and well being. Children at all age
levels experience a wide range of emotions, and
learning about those emotions is an important
part of a child’s development. The cost of the
conference is $25. Please let the office know by July
5 if you would like to attend.
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Worship Schedule for JULY

NEW SONG WORSHIP (CONTEMPORARY), SUNDAYS AT 9:00 AM
SERVICE OF PRAISE (classic), SUNDAYS AT 11:00 Am
JULY 2
THE LORD’S SUPPER

Message by Lee Cook: “The Truth Will Set You Free!”

JUly 9

Message by Andy Wison

JUly 16

Message by Lee Cook: “Finding our Home in God”

JUly 23

Message by Dr. Elizabeth Kennedy, Mission worker from Cairo, Egypt

JUly 30

Message by Andy Wilson
Let your friends know how God is changing lives. Invite those without a church home to worship with you!
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