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I Was a Stranger

pastor’s Le tter
Dear friends,
This year Lent begins
on March 1 with a beautiful Ash Wednesday worship
service. Our six- week
journey with Jesus eventually will take us to Jerusalem, Gethsemane, Calvary,
and the empty tomb.
For Christians all
over the world, Lent is a time of introspection and
self-examination. We hit the pause button and
think about the condition of our heart. Is our life
oriented around the things that matter most, or
are we allowing “good” things to crowd out the
“very best” things? Do we strive to follow the Lord
no matter where he takes us, or do we follow only
when it’s convenient and no sacrifice is required? For
those who face those questions honestly, the Lenten
journey can lead to deeper intimacy with God and
growth in the character of Jesus.
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At LCPC, Lent is also a time when we turn
outward. We try to translate our faith into concrete
actions that will improve life for others and remind
them that God loves them. We seek to obey God’s
commandment to “Do unto others…” In practical
terms, that commandment usually means: Doing
for people who are sick, discouraged, hungry, lost,
homeless, imprisoned, disenfranchised, naked,
unemployed, oppressed, or under attack what we
would want people to do for us if we were in similar
circumstances.
This Lent we’ll be focusing our attention on
the needs of refugees and other oppressed people
around the world. Guided by the theme, “I Was
A Stranger” (based on Jesus’ words in Matthew
25:35), we’ll focus our attention on the suffering
of groups like undocumented aliens in the United
States, Syrians seeking political asylum in Europe
and America, and Haitians seeking employment in
the Dominican Republic. We’ll also consider simple
actions we can take to help – actions that aren’t
motivated by a political agenda, but by our love for
God and his children.
The “I Was A Stranger” theme will shape five
different aspects of our Lenten journey:
• In worship we’ll tune in to the Spirit’s
call to lift up the broken-hearted,
speak for those without a voice, and
stand with the poorest of the poor.
You’ll meet several remarkable people who
were once “strangers in a strange land.”
• At Wednesday night PEAK, high school
students and adults will learn about
the plight of Syrian refugees…oppressed people in North Korea…immigrants in the US…Haitians fleeing
extreme poverty.
• Children will learn about God’s special concern for those who are hurting, and how they can help.
• Our daily “I Was A Stranger” Lenten
Blog will feature 40 different LCPC
members reflecting on 40 powerful
Bible verses. We’ll use various media to keep

you informed.
• Partnering with World Relief, we’ll
help a family from Syria to resettle in
Southern California. One big project will be
collecting furniture and household goods. Please
contact Ashley Pollock, Nancy Thomas, or me if
you’d like to be part of our hospitality team.
I know we’re taking a risk as a congregation by
focusing issues related to immigrants and refugees.
Of course these issues are controversial…and
potentially divisive. So let me be absolutely clear
about our motivations and assumptions.
First, we seek to listen, study, reflect, and pray so
that we all might better understand the struggles of
immigrants and refugees. The best way to do that is
to put aside politics and pay attention to what the
Spirit is saying to us through his Living Word. That
doesn’t mean we’ll avoid controversial subjects.
Rather, it means that we’ll seek always to address
controversies with grace and mutual respect, and
with the attitude that, as Christ followers, we can’t
simply ignore people in desperate circumstances.
Second, LCPC is a diverse congregation in
terms of politics and social issues. Yet we’re also
a church where people on the right and left have
always found their unity in Christ and in doing
mission work that virtually every Christ follower
can embrace. I’m confident that same spirit will
guide us this Lenten season, and that we’ll find
many areas where we share common ground.
We’re not going to sort out the immigration
mess and we’re not going to resolve the growing
refugee crisis. Instead, our goal is to rise above
ideology and see the issues and the people behind
them through the eyes of Jesus.
I’m glad to take this journey with you. I’m excited about what we’ll see, how we’ll grow, and what
the Lord will accomplish in us along the way.
Love and good cheer,
Andy Wilson
(Editor’s note: Find the “I Was a Stranger”
Lenten Calendar on page 3.)

lee’s latest

Since January I have been making lots of
small changes in my life. I’ve been eating healthier, exercising more, and keeping a gratitude
journal. OK, so the journaling is hit or miss, but
it’s been a wonderful discipline to remind myself
daily of God’s blessings.
Now that Lent is here, I’d like to take another
step toward growing in my faith. As a younger
man, scripture memory was a priority in my life. I
had a leatherette carrying case filled with powerful verses in my backpack. I reviewed them at
lunch and even practiced meditation on particular verses that seemed to apply to my adolescent
angst.
Now that I am older, I find that memorization
is not really a priority. I don’t even know my wife’s
cell phone number (it’s in my phone, why should
I learn it?). If my phone was lost or stolen, I could
only call Nancy at the church office because it’s
the only phone number I remember.
So my Lenten devotion is to memorize the
Sermon on the Mount. I know, it sounds like a

lot. Why not start smaller?
Memorizing larger chunks
of scripture is actually easier
because there are contextual
clues to help you along.
There is a rhythm and an
overall structure that make
things easier to remember
in longer passages.
I don’t tell you this to
make you think I’m some sort of super Christian.
I’m asking you to think about some sort of sacrifice you can make that will jump start your faith
journey. I may fail at my attempt to memorize
the whole thing, or I might find that it was not
as hard as I thought it would be. I’m really not
sure. But success or failure is not really the point.
I want to try something big. I want to start making bold plans and seeing what God can do if I
step out of my usual routines.
What bold plans are you making?
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BISTRO
50+
FUN FOOD, FELLOWSHIP
Tuesday,
March 28
12 Noon
in Koopmans
Join us for lunch. Only $5!

CFC FAITH
UPDATE

This month we are finishing up our
time focusing on the disciple Peter. The
kids have tried some magnetic fishing,
since Peter was a fisherman. They have
figured out what sinks and what does not
after reading about how Peter was able to
walk on water briefly before sinking in his
own fear. They have learned two new songs
and asked some really insightful questions
about Peter. I pray that as we move on this
month to looking at some of Jesus’ final
miracles during His life on Earth, the kids
will hold onto the truth that Peter was
an ordinary guy like them who found an
extraordinary leader.
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1
Ash Wednesday
7PM Guest Speakers:
Peggy Tookmajian
and Duaa Kazzi
Genesis 1:27-28

2
Lenten Blog
Exodus 12:49

3
Lenten Blog
Exodus 22:21

4
Lenten Blog
Exodus 23:9

6
7
8
Lenten Blog
Lenten Blog
PEAK Class
LCPC Refugee Leviticus 19:9-10 The Syrian Refugee
Welcome Kit Drive
Crisis
begins
Lenten Blog
Exodus 23:12
Leviticus 19:33-34

9
Lenten Blog
Leviticus 23:22

10
Lenten Blog
Leviticus 24:22

11
Lenten Blog
Numbers 15:
15-16

“I was a stranger
and you invited me in.”
Matthew 25:35
5
REFUGEE SUNDAY
Learn about LCPC’s
focus on serving
“the least of these.”

W

12
“I Was a Stranger”
sermon series
continues.
Lee preaches.

13
Lenten Blog
Deut. 1:16

14
Lenten Blog
Deut. 10:18-19

15
PEAK Class
Christ’s Love in
North Korea
Guest Speakers: Joe
& Jamie Mendoes
Lenten Blog
Deut. 24:19

16
Lenten Blog
Deut. 24:14

17
Trip to
World Relief Office
in Garden Grove
Lenten Blog
Deut. 24:19

18
Lenten Blog
Deut. 26:12

19
“I Was a Stranger”
sermon series
World Relief video.
Ashley preaches.

20
Lenten Blog
Deut. 27:19

21
Lenten Blog
Job 29:16

22
NO PEAK
SPRING BREAK
Lenten Blog
Psalm 94:6-7

23
Lenten Blog
Psalm 146:9

24
Lenten Blog
Jeremiah 7:5-7

25
Lenten Blog
Jeremiah 22:3

26
“I Was a Stranger”
Guest speaker
from Baja CA.
Lee preaches.

27
Lenten Blog
Ezekiel 22:6-7

28
Lenten Blog
Ezekiel 22:29

29
PEAK Class
Outreach in Baja
Lenten Blog
Zechariah 7:10

“Do not mistreat or oppress a foreigner,
for you were foreigners in Egypt.”
Exodus 22:21
2
“I Was a Stranger”
Andy preaches
with guest
interviews.

3
Lenten Blog
Mark 2:27

4
Lenten Blog
Luke 10:36-37

9
PALM SUNDAY
Children sing.
“I Was a Stranger”
series continues.
Lee preaches.

10
Lenten Blog
Eph. 2:14-18

11
Lenten Blog
Phil. 3:20

Sunday, april 16

31
30
Lenten Blog
Lenten Blog
Malachi 3:5 Matthew 2:13-14

April 2017
5
PEAK Class
Haitian Immigrants in the D.R.
Lenten Blog
Acts 16:37

6
Lenten Blog
Acts 17:26-27

7
Lenten Blog
Romans 12:13

1
Lenten Blog
Trip to World Relief
Garden
Matthew 25:35
8
Radio Theatre
D.R. Fundraiser
Lenten Blog
Romans 13:1-2

12
13
14
15
NO PEAK MAUNDY THURSDAY
GOOD FRIDAY
Lenten Blog
Lenten Blog
6:15 PM Meal
7:00 PM Revelation 7:9-10
7:00 PM Service Followed by prayer vigil
Hebrews 13:2
Ashley speaks.
Lenten Blog
Lenten Blog 1 Peter 2:13-14
1 Peter 2:11-12

HE IS RISEN!
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easter sunday celebration

I truly love Mission Arizona! This will be my
10th year on this crazy adventure to MAZ with
the students of Abide. All mission trip participants
have certain goals in mind as they do the work
that will benefit the people of the community they
are serving. But in my opinion what puts MAZ
over the top are the lessons learned by the junior
highers and our student leaders, and our relationship with the Vah-Ki Presbyterian Church.
When we drive to the Vah-Ki church on the
Pima Reservation to sleep outside on wooden
benches in the desert air, this is our junior highers’ first experience of what a mission trip is. Giving up their spring break to serve a community
becomes one of the most impactful moments of
their lives. These junior highers learn what service
is, and experience it first hand as they serve the
Vah-Ki church for an entire week. Their faith
becomes supported through the work they do.
On Sunday mornings we are studying the
book of James and, as James so eloquently states,
“The body without the spirit is dead; so faith
without works is dead” (James 2: 26). That is
what I get to experience every year. The faith that
these kids have built from childhood comes alive
as they serve out of love! To witness such a shift
in their thoughts of what it looks like to be a
Christian inspires my own faith. And our student
leaders are solely responsible for the experience
of the junior highers. The high schoolers are the

A
B
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D
E
STUDENT MINISTRIES

Mission Arizona
March 18-25
ones who lead by example. They are the ones who
disciple those younger than they are. And they
get to experience how their mentorship of their
team bears fruit. They get to see (some for the first
time) how God used them as a leader and the
blessings that flowed from that. I get to witness
this every year –students leading students to find
the heart of service.
As if that weren’t enough, our relationship
with the Vah-Ki church is inspiring. We have built
a relationship with these people for 28+ years. We
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are welcomed back every year. We are excited to
see our friends from the previous year. I remember being a 10th grader when I met two younger
kids, Chris and Nicole. We developed an authentic
relationship with one another. When the LCPC
team arrived the next year, even before we finished
unpacking. Chris and Nicole walked over to Jerry
and asked for me. We hung out that entire week as
well. These friendships are still being made and
kept by the students of Abide and the students of
the Vah-Ki church today.
So how can you help?
• Prayer! Prayer for safety. Prayer for students’
hearts.
• Support the MAZ trip through Stock Sales
between Sunday services.
• On March 2 from 4:00 – 8:00 PM, and on
and March 3 from 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM, bring
your donated items for the Rummage Sale to
Koopmans Hall.
• Attend the Rummage Sale on March 4 from
8:00 AM to 3:00 PM and walk away with the
treasures you’ll find.
• Ask students how MAZ has impacted their
lives!
Fom the students of Abide and the Vah-Ki
church, thank you for your support!
Kim
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The first day of March marks the beginning
of Lent - a season that I have come to treasure
since being welcomed to LCPC. When I began
working here, I decided that I wanted to learn
more about Lent – more than just “give up
something for 40 days.”
During my junior year at NYU, I was asked
to speak at a scholarship brunch. Students who
were attending the school thanks in large part to
scholarships were invited to brunch with some of
NYU’s largest donors and share their university
experience with them. I expected to go and show
my sincere gratitude for my scholarship, eat some
muffins, and call it a day. And more or less that’s
what happened until I stepped into the elevator
to go back to my dorm. I walked into the elevator
with a friend from InterVarsity who happened to
be at the brunch and we made a joke about eating
all those desserts now since Lent was just around
the corner and we would be bidding temporary
adieu to sugar.
As this conversation was taking place, the
President of NYU, John Sexton, stepped into the
elevator as well. As we started to descend, he
turned to us and said
something along the
lines of: “I love Lent.
I really have found
that the simple act of
sacrifice helps to build
up the anticipation. I
mean we know what
is coming, but there is
still a way to experience this excitement afresh about the Resurrection.
There are some great books on the subject.”
As we reached the ground floor, President
Sexton smiled, patted my shoulder and walked off.
I was floored. I had just sort of had a conversation about Jesus with the President of one of the
most secular universities in the country. I kicked
myself for not thinking of something profound or
at least mildly witty to say before he walked away.
The kicking went on for an hour or two, but I
remember his words ten years later. At the time, I
didn’t understand what he meant because I didn’t
really practice Lent. I gave up chocolate because it
seemed like the “Christian” thing to do and that
was about it.
It has been at LCPC that I really learned about
Lent. I learned it is really only 40 days if you don’t
count Sundays. I discovered that Monday Thursday
is actually Maundy Thursday and therefore less
confusing than I originally thought. I discovered

that Lent was not just about giving up something
because Jesus gave up everything. Although that
seemed like a good enough reason to me, our God
in his infinite generosity actually uses sacrifice to
draw us nearer to Him.
He blesses us through it and makes us more
wholly reliant on Him. He is willing to replace the
thing we give up with more of Him. And the more
we have of God, the more we want of God, the more
we need of God and our anticipation for when we
can actually be in a relationship with Him that
isn’t tainted with sin grows and grows and grows,
just like my old friend President Sexton suggested
it would. And when Easter comes, our hearts,
minds, and souls are more ready than ever to celebrate the Resurrection and our forever with God.
As I said before, I treasure Lent and I look
forward each year to sharing the meaning of
Lent with the wonderful children of LCPC. On
Wednesday, March 8, our children’s PEAK classes
will be learning about Lent and their leaders
will challenge them to think about how they
can observe the season and will pray over them.
Following that Wednesday, we will be focusing our

Kids Say
The Darndest Things

Ashley: “God wants us to share His love. What
are things you guys already share?”
3-Year-Old: “My truck with my brother.”
2- Year-Old: (very serious) “My mommy
and my daddy with (brand new) baby sister.”

I Was a Stranger
PEAK and Sunday morning lessons on compassion
as seen in the parables of Jesus. This will be in
keeping with LCPC’s “I Was a Stranger” theme for
Lent – a theme I am really excited about. Please
read Andy’s letter and check out the Lent calendar
on page 2 to learn more about how LCPC is going
to seek to learn more about the refugee crisis
and serve the displaced in the coming weeks and
months!
Along with our Lenten evening at PEAK, I
encourage children and families to please check
out these other March events:
Saturday, March 4: Rummage Sale from
8:00 AM-3:00 PM, to support Mission Arizona.
Friday, March 17: St. Patrick’s Day Family
Dinner and Game Night from 6:00-8:00 PM in
Koopmans Hall.
Wednesday, March 22: Volunteer at
Children’s Hunger Fund, 8:30-11:30 AM. Meet in the
church parking lot.
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conversations
IN THE GARDEN
Join the Conversations! We meet once or twice
a month on Sunday afternoons at the home of
Nancy Coler to discuss the week’s sermon in a
peaceful and relaxed atmosphere. Our group is
small but mighty. Both services are represented
and new friendships are being formed. All are
welcome!
This month we’ll meet on March 12 and
26. Arrive at 4:30 PM, and we’ll be finished by 6:00
PM. For more information, please call Nancy Coler
at (626) 755-1880.

from the

Church
Mouse

Spring is springing upon us this month –
March 20 to be exact! With all the rain we’ve been
getting, it’s sure to be a lush, green St. Patrick’s Day
and spring season. If you have seasonal allergies, you better stock up on antihistamines now,
because the pollen’s going to be plentiful this year!
Don’t forget March 12 is that torturous time
of “spring forward” for Daylight Saving Time.
How can losing that one little hour exhaust us for
weeks? If you don’t show up until the end of the
service that day, someone is bound to post it on
Facebook!
Ash Wednesday is March 1. Have you been
thinking and praying about how you are going
to reflect on the Lenten season? We’re a diverse
group here at LCPC. Some like to give something
up, some like to take something on, and some like
to do acts of service. As long as we fill our minds
and hearts with Jesus, it’s all good!
The MAZ Rummage Sale is coming up
on Saturday, March 4. Donations can be dropped
off on Thursday, March 2, from 4:00 – 8:00 PM,
and on Friday, March 3, from 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM
in Koopmans, where the wonderful Jerry White
and his team will be setting up. Even though
Jerry is not going to MAZ this year, he is still very
dedicated to this LCPC tradition. Josh and Kim
are looking for eager adult helpers to accompany
them, and of course all middle school and high
school aged kids are welcome! It’s a week they
won’t forget!
You won’t want to miss the always informative
LCPC Annual Meeting on Sunday, March 5, at
6:30 PM in Koopmans Hall. When you hear how
much we accomplished in 2016, and what we hope
to do in 2017, you won’t believe it! There’s dessert
too!
We’re so grateful to the team that headed down
to Rosarito to continue work on the foundation
of the Casa de Los Angeles Orphanage.
Our team worked along side friends from La Jolla
Presbyterian Church (We miss you Jim Sedgwick!) and skilled masons from Calvary Chapel
in Rosarito. Everyone had a great time and looking

forward to going back again soon!
As always, we enjoyed having Ray Sidney,
his singers, and musicians join us for a morning of
energetic gospel worship last month! I saw some
hips shakin’ (Geoff Bryan) and rumor has it
that there are at least two LCPC ladies who plan to
dance down the aisle next time Ray leads worship!
When the Spirit moves you, there’s just no stopping
it!
Thank you also to the Cathedral Bell
Choir who played their beautiful music for us last
month during the second service. It is always such
a treat to hear and watch this treasured group of
musicians bless us with their talents!
Thank you Al Nunez for organizing the
“Lift Up La Crescenta” 24-hour Prayer
gathering that was held at Christian Life Church.
Those prayers are crucial for our community and
our nation, and we are so grateful to everyone who
participated and prayed throughout the day and
night.
The SPARKS kids had an awesome weekend
up at Forest Home. Thank you to all the helpers – Austin Granier, Jonathan Karpman,
Carleigh Fernandez, Nicole Marks, Mary
Wilson, Pam Smith, Tara Patton, Darren
Pollock and Kristin Jewell! Ashley couldn’t
have done it without you! Tru Gilbert won the
Forest Home Bed Head competition, which is
quite an honor. Thank goodness Tallulah Minkler was up to the challenge of helping Tru comb
out her knotted locks! I’m sure her mom, Elise,
was very grateful!
The Cary’s YAM and Fam Super Bowl
party was the place to be for the big game this
year! You’ve never seen so much food! Between
all the great entrees the Carys served, and Jim
Granier’s world famous ribs, it was one happy
crowd of young adults and their families, despite
the Falcons’ loss. The lone Patriots fan, Kimmy
Cox, did enjoy rubbing the victory in, just a tiny
bit.
Kimmy and Ed Carlson would love to have
junior and senior high students join them for the
Abide Life Group that is meeting on Sundays
during the 11:00 AM service down in the Student
Center. Bring a friend too!
If you are under the impression that the
Wednesday night Bible Journaling class is a
bunch of ladies sitting around quietly journaling
their deepest thoughts, let me enlighten you! Bible
Journaling is so much more than that! It’s a mini
art class each week, and the dazzling creations fill
the white pages of your Bible with color, sparkle
and joy! Think of a combination of scrapbooking, drawing, watercoloring, and adult coloring
books! There’s paint, glitter, markers, music, candy,
and even a token male, who is quite talented!
Michelle Bouse makes it one of the best hours
of the whole week! Come check it out!
Do you just love PEAK dinners? I sure do,
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but it’s a lot of work for John Arrangio to cook
for about 100 people every week, and serve, and
clean up! We really need volunteers who can
arrive by 5:25 PM, and serve until 6:25 PM. If you
don’t attend a class on Wednesday nights, it would
be great if you could help John clean up, starting
at 6:30 PM. Stop by the kitchen and talk to John on
Wednesday night if you’d like to help!
Don’t forget to wear your green on St.
Patrick’s Day to avoid that little pinch by a
leprechaun, and I’ll see you next month!

DANIEL ADAMS’
SEMINARY UPDATE

Hiking Mt. Pierce in New Hampshire during
semester break
Spring semester began last month. I am taking four courses: Preaching, Exegesis of Matthew,
Theology of Mission, and Exegesis of Revelation. I
am excited to grow in each of these areas.
During the month of January, I took a class
called Christ in the Old Testament. It was a rich
experience to consider numerous Old Testament
prophecies and whether they are fulfilled by Christ.
The conclusion I drew from the class was that
some of the prophecies describe Jesus Christ so
well that they are inexplicable unless the Gospel is
true. We also learned about archeological evidence
that casts light on the cultural meanings of some
of the stranger parts of the Old Testament, and my
confidence in its accuracy was reinforced. I am so
grateful (and humbled) to be able to study this
incredible book!
Thank you for your prayers and support that
makes my studies possible. Please pray for me as I
press in to some challenging classes.
God bless,
Daniel

I was thinking of some of the past Deacon’s Beacon articles and some of the things
that have happened relevant to a few past
articles. There was the clerk who approached
my husband after seeing the LCPC decal in
the back window of the car. There was the
article last month suggesting that if we invite
folks to our church they will come. But how
do we do this without crossing the line into
uncomfortable territory? The easy answer is
that we don’t sell, we just tell!
I know someone who collects what to
me are just dirty, beat up, sixty-year-old Army
rifles. In the year since he retired, he has bought
several. He found them quite by accident. Someone
will ask him what he has been doing since retiring
and he will tell them that he has been cataloging
and studying the minute details of one of his rifles.
On more than one occasion, the person said that
he has one of those in the back of a closet, out in
the garage, or under the bed, but has not seen it in

it pays to advertise
years. My friend will tell him to let him know if he
wants to sell it.
I have been doing the same thing with the
church. If someone asks me what I have been doing lately, I tell them that I am involved with several projects with my church. I tell them about the
Dominican Republic, mentoring at risk children,
building houses and an orphanage in Mexico, and
our project in Arizona. I tell them about the inspi-

ration I receive from the sermons each Sunday. If they are interested, I tell them more. In
short, I simply answer their questions and let
them know that if they want more information I can give it to them. I don’t push. I don’t
pester. Folks in the advertising business call
this word of mouth, and it works.
Last December, I met a lady at the local
gym. She had her small children with her.
She came up to me and introduced herself
and said that she was new in town. We spoke
for a few minutes and I mentioned that we
were going to have a Christmas Eve church
service and there would be some animals that her
kids might enjoy. She thanked me for inviting her
and than said something that I will remember.
She said that it is sometimes hard to invite people
to church. It’s difficult to leave our “safe space” of
simple small talk. I noticed, however, that it is only
hard the first time.
Kathy Hill

the lcpc wildlife tour
“where do you want to go today?”
july 16-20
By Andy Wilson
If you’ve never been on the Wildlife Tour, please
indulge me for 67 seconds as I try to explain what
you’ve been missing.

Every year for 4-½ days in late July – from
Sunday afternoon though Thursday evening –
about 25 of us head to one of the loveliest places on
the planet to hike by day, sleep in hotels by night
and, of course, reconnect with our awesome God.
The Eastern Sierra Nevada Mountains are incomparable. They’re easily accessible by car. They’re
filled with wonderful trails through terrain that is
varied and breathtakingly beautiful. And late July is
the ideal time for a visit.
There are other benefits. Mammoth and Bishop
where we stay (two 2 nights each) are fun towns
that are filled with good hotels and restaurants.
And because the trailheads are so close to our

hotels, we can take a great hike each day and still
have time to swim, eat a good restaurant meal,
share stories, and worship the Lord.
I also love the fact that people of all ages and
backgrounds join us, from high schools students
through retired adults, from complete novices to
experienced mountaineers. Our team this year will
include at least two of the missionaries we help to
sponsor. They will add color and life to the trip as
they share their hearts and ministries.
How does the trip work?
Each of the four hiking days participants
choose among three or four hikes, one or two of
which are relatively short and of “moderate” difficulty, and one or two of which are fairly long and
challenging. No one is forced to finish a hike, and
you always have experienced people and essential
maps and equipment with you. We carry our lunch
on the trail, but we eat breakfast and dinner at our
hotels or at local restaurants. We sleep in comfortable, air- conditioned double rooms all four nights.
We also take time each day to worship, sing and
pray.
The trip is open to anyone going into ninth
grade or older, including college students and
adults. Families may sign up together, and singles
are also welcome. The fee for the Wildlife Tour
2017 is a still a bargain at $325. It’s “first come,
first served” and we can only take about 24 people.
The registration deadline is Sunday, July 2. Watch
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for registration materials in the Church Office, the
Student Center, and on the LCPC website.
I’ll end with the immortal words of John Muir:
“Everybody needs beauty as well as bread,
places to play in and pray in, where nature may
heal and give strength to body and soul… In every
walk with nature one receives far more than he
seeks.”

ALL-CHURCH
WORK DAY

It’s not an April Fool’s joke! We really are having an all-church (that means you!) work day on
Saturday, April 1, from 8:00 AM. to 12:00 noon. Now
that the exterior of the church has been spruced
up, we’ll focus on inside projects such as cleaning
and polishing the Sanctuary for Easter Week. Further details will be forthcoming in church emails
and announcements. Plan to join in to make the
church sparkle!

CFC Heartbeat
GUSD Spring Break

Director’s Corner
As I talk to parents about their children going
into Kindergarten, it reminds me how committed I
am to the educational philosophy of our program.
We believe that early childhood education forms
a child’s approach to learning and that we want
children to investigate, observe, and explore the
world around them.
We believe that it is more important to handle
groups of 4: 4 blocks, 4 seashells, 4 buttons, 4 cars,
and to sing about groups of 5: 5 little monkeys,
5 dinosaurs, and to set a table with 6 plates, 6
napkins, 6 forks than to write these numbers on a
ditto page numerous times in a row. We hunt for
things that start with a “b” sound in our rooms,
like balls, blankets, and books rather than flipping
through flashcards and naming the letters. We
expose children to letters, numbers, size, sequence,
patterns, and shapes in all the activities that we
carefully plan for the classroom.
Writing implements and paper are available in
classes as are scissors and games that use counting,
matching and thinking. Written language is shared
by reading to children and by having children
dictate stories to the teacher. Books and games that
have them playing with rhymes helps them identify
ending sounds as well as beginning sounds and
helps them to find patterns in words. As parents,
it might be more difficult to see the “academic”
progress you child is experiencing here without a
worksheet as proof, but we ask you to look deeper
and see the amazing things your children are
doing here.
In February I saw a class graph how many
children thought the groundhog would see his

shadow. The teacher talked about how 9 out of
15 of them thought the groundhog would see his
shadow and that that was more than half the class.
Wow! That’s real math in the real world. In another
class the children were guessing how many buttons
were in the jar. 25, 100, 1000 were the guesses. The
jar was emptied and there were 33 buttons. That’s
what 33 looks like. The teacher then put the buttons back in and added a few more. Now how many
does the jar hold? They guessed 30. Did I put more
in or take some away? So are there are more than
30? The guesses continued. Again, more math.
In addition to the academics, we are working
on problem solving, negotiating, manners, forgiveness, friendship, persistence, kindness, using our
words, expressing our feelings, risk taking – all of
which are valuable assets as they grow.
It is kind of amazing how much we do in
a single day, and we know you continue this at
home. So next time you get a marble painting at
home, don’t just think isn’t this cute, but think boy,
my child was strengthening his/her eye muscles
by tracking the marble and was learning about
gravity because if I lower one side of the box the
marble moves towards that end. Learning through
play and protecting childhood are at the heart of
the CFC curriculum.

Lost and Found
We will be displaying our Lost and Found the
first week of March and then send unclaimed items
to a donation center on March 10. So please stop by
to see what you may have lost and not even noticed.

New Car Seat Laws
California VC section 27360 provides that
a child under two (2) years of age is not to be
transported in a motor vehicle without properly
securing that child in a rear-facing child passenger restraint system that meets applicable federal
motor vehicle safety standards, unless that child
weighs 40 pounds or more or is 40 or more inches
tall. The child shall be secured in a manner that
complies with the height and weight limits specified by the manufacturer of the child passenger
restraint system. California VC section 27363 sets
forth exemptions from the child safety belt and
passenger restraint requirements.

Drop Off and Pick Up

Pick Up from School
Parents please remember to call us if your
child does not need a pick up. When a driver has
to wait for a child that is not coming, they’re late to
the next school when they could be back at CFC in
their classroom.

Spring break for Glendale Unified School
District runs from March 20 – 24 and Monday,
March 27. During this week we will be here full
day for TK – 6th grade. We are planning a few
off-campus experiences and participation in a
service project. We will have a detailed itinerary for
you soon. Please let us know if your child won’t be
here that week so that we can plan staff and tickets
accordingly. There is no extra charge for the full
day care this week. However if you come on a day
that is not your usual day, the day camp fee of $60
per day will apply.

What Are You Doing
for Lunch?
We hope that on Wednesday, March 29, you will
have lunch with us. Come join your child for lunch
in their classroom. We welcome grandparents as
well! You just need to sign up in the classroom so
that we will know how many to cook for. There is
no charge for this lunch. Be sure that your child
can cope with you leaving after lunch before deciding to come.
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Drop off and pick up are important parts of
your child’s day. The way you say good-bye to
them in the morning can set the tone for their
entire day. Be sure you give a loving good-bye and
tell them you know they will have a great day. At
pick up try not to be distracted by how much you
still need to do. Let them know you are happy to
see them and missed them during the day. One of
the ways you can let your child know they are important is to check their art files and your parent
file. Everyone wants to hear “Good job!” Keeping
your cell phones turned off is another way to say I
have time just for you!
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Worship Schedule for March
NEW SONG WORSHIP (CONTEMPORARY), SUNDAYS AT 9:00 AM
SERVICE OF PRAISE (classic), SUNDAYS AT 11:00 Am

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday worship on March 1. We’ll dive into
our Lenten theme, “I Was A Stranger,” by thinking about mounting crisis
relating to refugees fleeing from danger and extreme poverty. The service
will include a conversation with two Jesus-followers who recently emigrated
with their families to LA from Syria. After the service everyone will be invited to receive personal prayers and the “imposition of ashes” (in the form

of a cross on the forehead).
In his March Messenger letter, Pastor Andy describes our goals for Sunday worship through Lent and Holy Week. Services will include short videos,
interviews and testimonies that will put a human face on statistics about
immigrants and refugees. Bible-based messages will inspire us to rise above
political controversies and see hurting people through Jesus’ eyes.

I Was a Stranger

MARCH 12
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
(Daylight Saving Time ends)
Message by Lee Cook:
“I Was A Stranger”

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 7:00 PM
ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP

MARCH 19
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

Tonight we begin to explore our Lenten theme, “I Was A Stranger.”
This contemplative, candlelit service includes special music by the
Cathedral Choir and the (optional) “imposition of ashes.”

Message by Ashley Pollock:
“I Was A Stranger”
(World Relief video)

MARCH 5
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
THE LORD’S SUPPER

MARCH 26
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Message by Andy Wilson:
“I Was A Stranger: Face to Face with ‘the Least of These’”
(Special interview focusing on refugee resettlement
opportunities in Southern California)

Message by Lee Cook:
“I Was A Stranger”
(Special interview with a ministry partner in Baja, California)

Think of a friend, co-worker or fellow student that you might bring to church this month.
Remember: most people are introduced to Jesus through the influence of someone close to them!
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