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Powerful pipes!

join us for an

organ and
trombone concert

featuring the talents of

Lindsay aldana and
Alex waggoner.

learn ALL about our
amazing pipe organ and
hear works by bach, liszt
and other greats.
a freewill offering will
fund organ maintenance.

friday, november 3
at 7:00 pm

invite a friend to this
special musical evening!

i n s i d e
2 P a s t o r ’s l e t t e r
3 L ee ’s L at e st
4 s t u d e n t M i n i st rie s
5 c a l e nd a r
6 deac o n s ’ b eac o n
7 C h i l d r e n ’s mini st rie s
8 C h u r c h m o use
9 cf c h e a r t b e at
10 w o r s h i p sc he du l e

Save the date for this down-home, foot-stompin’ good time!
Tickets are just $5 for 13 and older, and FREE for 12 and younger for the
all-you-can-eat country cookin’! A line dance teacher, square dance
caller and DJ will be there to get yer feet movin’! There’ll be games
for kids! We need 10 to 15 entries for chili. If you are interested in
cooking or helping, email Al Nunez at anunez001@pacbell.net.
Looking forward to a good ole time! Bring a carload of friends!

p a s t o r ’ s
Dear friends,
Jesus frequently uses
“down-on-the-farm”
images to illuminate
spiritual truth. Looking around him at a
world that was lost and
confused, Jesus tells the
disciples: “The harvest is
plentiful but the workers are few” (Matthew 9:37).
That’s a bold way of talking. Given the inexperience of his followers, you might expect Jesus to say:
“There’s a whole lot of clearing and plowing to be
done before we can even think about planting or
plucking. So we’d better get started…” Instead he
points to a bountiful harvest that’s just waiting to
be gathered. He knows that most of the work has
already been done by the Holy Spirit.
That’s exactly where I see us at this point in
our journey as a congregation. Guided and prodded
by the Spirit, we have already done most of the hard
work of clearing and plowing and planting. The
fields have grown ripe around us. And now the Lord
is calling LCPC to go out and gather the harvest.
Let me be more specific about the work we’ve
already done. Though we’re a mid-sized church
where newcomers quickly come to feel like part of
the family, the range of ministry opportunities we
now offer resembles that of a large church. Think
for a moment of the blessings you or others close to
you have received because of your participation in
the following ministries:
• Two dynamic Sunday worship services that
are completely different in style and tone.
• Multiple adult classes that focus on the Bible,
theology and contemporary faith issues.
• Mission giving that includes a tithe (10%
of money received) as well as another
$200,000+ each year to support mission
beyond our congregation.
• A variety of small groups meeting throughout
the month.
• A growing weekly fellowship group (Young
Adult Ministry) that brings together people
age 18 through early 30s.
• Children’s programs that include three different fellowship groups, musicals, retreats,
summer camp, hang-out days, VBS, special
concerts, and Sunday School at both worship
hours.
• A huge, 5-day-a-week Christian preschool and
day care.
• Youth programs that include two different
fellowship groups, retreats, mission trips, summer camps, a confirmation program, and a
special gathering on Sunday mornings.
• A “care network” that includes several dozen

•
•
•
•

Deacons, youth advisors, Pastoral Care Team
members, and staff.
Exciting all-church fellowship events and
concerts.
Yearly mission trips for youth and adults to
the Dominican Republic, Mexico and Arizona.
Two choir programs for adults.
Kids Hope mentoring program involving 44
volunteers and 20 at risk students from La
Crescenta Elementary School.

We’re also blessed with a ministry team that
loves God and is hungry to know his Word. Our
staff members are experienced and well trained.
Our Session, Deacons and committee moderators
embrace the leadership principles we find in the
Bible. We seek to:
• Introduce people to Jesus, who offers New Life
to all who place their faith in him.
• Cast a vision for our ministry that’s theologically grounded and culturally relevant.
• Harness the wonderful gifts of our members
and friends.
• Focus our energy and resources in the areas
where we can be most effective in changing
lives and building God’s kingdom.
• Obey the Holy Spirit in all we do.
Let me be more specific about the work that
lies ahead. Our neighborhood increasingly is

BISTRO
50+
FUN FOOD, FELLOWSHIP
Join us for lunch
AND a special
performance
by the
preschool
dance class!
Tuesday, November 21
12 Noon
in Koopmans
Only $5
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L e t t e r
populated by people who feel disconnected from
God and from each other. They believe in God and
try to uphold basic standards of morality. But they
don’t know Jesus and have never experienced his
love expressed through his body, the church. They
have the vague sense that the culture around us is
compromised, and that the children in their lives
are at risk, but they’re having trouble making sense
of their lives.
I believe LCPC is uniquely positioned to address the deep spiritual needs of these neighbors
and friends. Over the past several years all of
our most important ministries have grown and
matured. If we remain faithful to our calling and
generous in our giving here and now, the Lord will
empower us to have a deep impact in the lives of
many people, one that will grow significantly over
the next few years.
Here’s my challenge this month. If you have
never developed the habit of pledging and giving
regularly to your church, I hope this will be the
year you’ll step out in faith. The benchmark for
Christians is the tithe – a minimum of 10% of one’s
income – given each year to support the work of
God’s kingdom, the majority of which is channeled
through one’s home church.
If you don’t feel ready to become a tither, I
hope you will put your home church at the top
of the list of “good causes” that you support. And
that you’ll make a commitment to give regularly
and proportionally. I believe the blessings that will
result for LCPC, our neighbors and you personally
will be incalculable.
I’m so grateful for the spirit of unity and love
that pervades LCPC. Thanks for your faithful support of Christ’s work.
Love and Good Cheer,
Andy Wilson
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lee’s latest

REPORT

SESSIONStated Meeting of Session,

As Thanksgiving approaches, I’m continuing
to teach my class on “Women in the Bible.” I’m
reminded of the wonderful women who have had
a profound influence in my life. God has put many
wonderful women in my life to shape and mold
me. My mom, my grandmothers, my wife, and
many other women have modeled faith for me to
see. I am so thankful for these women – each has
had a role in helping me become the person I am.
I hope you will take a moment this Holiday
season to reflect on the women who have shaped you. I also hope you will
join us (it’s not too
late) for our “Women
in the Bible” study.
We’ll be talking about
Mary, Mary Magdalene, Priscilla, and
other New Testament
women.

ber 25, 2017
At the Septem
proved:
items were ap
g
in
ow
ll
fo
e
th
nd Study
018 Vacation a
-2
17
20
’s
n
so
il
• Rev. W
.
g
Leave Schedule sic Committee’s Fundraisin a
u
an
M
ld
d
y
n
a
sa
d
ip
n
• Worsh
turing Li
a
fe
3
er
b
em
Recital on Nov er. Funds will go towards
on
and Alex Wagg maintenance.
n
piano and orga PC Volunteer Guidelines.
the LC
• Updates to n for Nursery Care Workers. to
tio
• Job Descrip nancial maintenance system
r fi
u
o
e
d
a
• Upgr
t.”			
ex
N
by
el
“Sh
In Christ,
			 Sheri Gray
			 Clerk of Session
			

WATCH OUR SPeRKS SHINE!
9th anniversary celebration!
The entertainment at LCPC this fall has never
been better! We have enjoyed amazing spectaculars
like the “Old Timey New Fangled Radio Show” and
the “Chili Cook-off and Barn Dance.” We will finish
a fun-filled fall season with our annual “Sparks
Talent Show” on Wednesday, November 15.
This year marks the ninth year of this
treasured Sparks tradition which was begun by
Ashley Adamson Pollock and former Sparks leader
Christine Marks in 2008. We premiered on the
Koopmans stage and finally made it to the LCPC
Sanctuary just a few years ago. The Sparks begin

planning and preparing for this event in the
middle of October. Some of them decorate, others
cook the treats for the reception after the show, and
others rehearse and rehearse to prepare their acts.
Everyone participates in one way or another. If
you were in that first show, you would be in college
now! It’s an evening to remember no matter what
age you are. We hope you will come and support
the Sparks who are so excited to bring this show to
you. It takes the place of the last PEAK program of
the season from 6:45-7:30 PM in the LCPC Sanctuary, followed by a reception in Koopmans Hall.

CFC FAITH UPDATE

As we enter the month of Thanksgiving,
I look forward to talking with the children
of CFC about the gifts God has given us.
Every year I am greatly amused, inspired
and even convicted by the gifts they share
that they are grateful for. As we talk about
gratitude this month, we will also talk about
generosity. I look forward to packing “Operation Christmas Child” boxes for children in
need around the world with the great kids in
Rooms 201 and 202.
Please keep an eye on your child’s
mailbox for more information!

CONVERSATIONS
IN THE GARDEN
Join the Conversations! We meet once or twice
a month on Sunday afternoons at the home of
Nancy Coler to discuss the week’s sermon in a
peaceful and relaxed atmosphere. Our group is
small but mighty. Both services are represented
and new friendships are being formed. All are
welcome!
This month we’ll meet on November 26.
Arrive at 4:30 PM, and we’ll be finished by 6:00 PM.
For more information, please call Nancy Coler at
(626) 755-1880.
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Hello there!
As far as I can recall, this is my first Messenger article as the sole Youth Director here at
LCPC! I wanted to say a big “thank you” to all
the kind people who have been encouraging and
supportive to me in this transition. Kim and I were
a great team, but it’s also exciting for me to take
the ministry in a few new directions, like the ones
mentioned below (pretty great segue right?).

Abide High School
Rotation

We’ve started a new rotation in our weekly
Thursday High School meeting where we bring
some variation to the usual youth group setup.
Typically, meetings would (in the past) be the
same every week in structure. We would play games,
sing some worship songs, and have a message.
However, our high schoolers came up with
an idea that was far better than any I could have
thought of (go figure!) – a monthly rotation
where the 1st week of the month we have a game
night (which is easier to invite friends to). Then on
the 2nd Thursday of the month, we return to the
“typical” Abide structure of game-worship-message. The 3rd Thursday is a worship night to which
students can look forward for an outlet for their
stresses and to connect with God in a unique way.
Lastly (and my personal favorite), the 4th
Thursday of the month is our “REAL” night we ask
a few students to share with the youth group what
God has been doing in their lives, how He has
been working, or even areas they need prayer. It’s a
chance for students to connect with each other in
a new way and be bold with their peers. Exciting
stuff is happening with our high school group!

A
B
I
D
E
STUDENT MINISTRIES
Coffee with
Terri Hewitt

While she was in town, I had the great joy of
having coffee with Terri Hewitt, our missionary
who’s living in Taiwan. In typical (wonderful)
Terri fashion, she encouraged me to think about
the goal of LCPC’s Student Ministries and ask the
question, “What is something these teenagers need,
and how has God equipped you to fill that need?”
An easy question, I thought to myself. Answering
it proved more difficult than I thought. Of course,
our students need Jesus, and of course it’s my job
to show them Jesus in my own life, as well as point

them to the other
countless models of
Him at LCPC. It was
in that last part of
the question that I
was stuck. How has
He equipped me? It
was later that day
as I was reading
through Matthew
11 and words from
verse 15 (which
mean something
totally different in
the context in which Jesus spoke them) practically
jumped off the page and smacked me: “Whoever
has ears, let them hear.”
Our students are longing to be heard, to
be listened to. This is where we’re heading as a
ministry. We want Abide to be known as a place
where students learn their voice and the voice of
Jesus, and that in collectively listening to Him and
each other, those voices will steadily align in heart,
message, and desire.
Josh

Abide Jr. High
“D-Groups”

But not just in our high school group, there’s
also some great stuff happening with our Jr.
Highers! Specifically, the addition of Discipleship
Groups, or “D-Groups” for short. Every Wednesday
night, instead of having a full-length, 30-minute
message, we reduced our message time to about
10 minutes as well as reducing our game time
slightly to allow the students to break up into
small groups of approximately three to four of
their peers which is led by a high school volunteer.
We have a group of six high schoolers who
meet an hour before PEAK every Wednesday to go
over questions and the theme ahead of time, pray,
prepare, and get excited to hang with Jr. Highers.
Some wonderful mentorship happening in our
D-Groups! Please pray for our high school volunteers as they seek to love our Jr. Highers and set
good examples for them: Emma Minkler, Andrew
Granier, Mila Bryan, Austin Marks, Zak Davis, and
Sinclair Ralston.

PROJECT DOMINICANA 2018
JUNE 16–25
Next year’s mission trip to the Dominican
Republic is now recruiting high schoolers, adults,
and medical personnel. Working in partnership
with the Beraca Church, this year’s construction
team will repair and improve the homes of families living in the KM 6 barrio. Our medical team
will be conducting mobile health care clinics in
the rural villages surrounding La Romana where
Haitian immigrants work to cut sugar cane.
This trip has been transformational for many
participants who experience God’s presence in
their lives in a fresh way. Learn powerful lessons
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about the relevance of the Gospel for rich and
poor. Brochures are available in the office. An
informational meeting for those who have never
been on the trip is scheduled on December 5 from
5:00 – 6:00 PM in Fireside Room. Registration
forms and a $300 deposit are due by January 22.
Because the trip may fill before that deadline, get
your materials in as soon as possible to reserve
your spot.
For more information, contact Mary Wilson at
(818) 957-4741 or mhw1@sbcglobal. net

Every Saturday at 7:30 AM, a group of
women from our church, and sometimes
beyond, meet to read and study the Bible,
worship, and reflect on how God is working
in and through their lives. We call it somewhat absurdly (at least to a certain group
of men who shall remain nameless) “Be
Still.” The name is meant to reflect a goal
and not, as I have repeatedly explained to
my own husband, a description of what
actually occurs. Also, and I do not understand why it is necessary to explain this, the
male of the species is the last thing on our
minds, except for the occasional child, dog or cat.
We have recently started on a devotional
dedicated to the Book of John. This morning it was
verses 29-34 of the first chapter when John first
understands that Jesus is the Savior. John refers to
Jesus as the “Lamb of God.” I love that image because
it demonstrates how Jesus is not a one-dimensional

figure, i.e., strong and majestic. He is also humble
and vulnerable and yet powerful enough to change
the sinful condition of society. Those traits are not
often found in a single hero in modern day literature
or entertainment. We have strong, powerful heroes,
we have anti-heroes, or we have humble, flawed
characters who don’t have a single instance of heroism. Maybe that is why I have such difficulty with

CFC Mommy
& Me Day
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imagining Jesus as the Lamb of God or as
a humble servant.
I was thinking of this as I sat down to
write this Beacon, realizing that this is my
penultimate month of being a Deacon. It
has been such a wonderful yet humbling
experience. I have come to know so
many kind and good people who are true
servants of God and have spent years doing
what I have only recently endeavored to
do. It is because of the Deacons that I have
started looking for ways to be a servant instead of being in charge or, to put another
way, to serve instead of looking for ways to be served.
This experience has showed me the difference in a
way I will carry with me forever. Thank you especially
to those Deacons and related members that I have
encountered along the way.
Kathy Hill
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Gratitude is such a simple thing, and yet
lately I find myself going days without more than
a perfunctory thanks to our Lord. My prayer time
is consumed with all the bad things going on
in our world, with pleas for people to experience
comfort, and with talking about my worries
and fears. I know that I still have so much to be
grateful for. I know that no matter what, God has
generously given me a love and grace beyond
understanding. I know that in my head, but
sometimes it feels hard to experience gratitude.
Lately, I have found that there is a kind of
peace, and even a quiet joy, that comes with
being more specific in my thanks to God. Thank

The news from
bangladesh

The long and wet rainy season is over and now
we are entering hot and humid weather which is
wearing all of us down.
Last April, nine missionary families working for
an NGO were deported. We used to receive one audit
per year, but starting this year we are getting two
to three audits. Also, the government is forbidding
NGOs from taking in Muslim children and taking
care of them. Currently 90% of the girls at Joy
Hostel are Muslim.
We have successfully made the move to our
new home. Construction was finished well. The new
house is bigger than the old house, so the children
have a lot more space to play at home. We tried to
accept more girls (up to 30 girls), but the landlord
only allows 25 so we will not be accepting more
girls. Our three staff are living there too, so total of
28 people live in the hostel. They will all be home
schooled until the end of December and they will
go to regular school starting in January.
We are praying for Bangladesh because the
conditions are getting harder. It will be a problem
if the police suddenly come for an audit and sees
that we have Muslim girls here at the Hostel. From
now on we are thinking of receiving Christian girls
in the slum area that can’t go to school, after the
older girls graduate.
I am currently on a NGO visa, but I am praying for regular visa in the future. I am holding
onto this verse and living well, “In all your ways
acknowledge him.” (Psalms 3:6)
Thank you always for your prayers.
Jane Chang from Bangladesh.

you, God, for the way Charlie laughed until she
doubled over when Darren pretended he couldn’t
catch her ball. Thank you, God, for the child at
Chapel who told me that God gave him a gift of
great speed. Thank you for this verse in Psalm
27: “I remain confident of this: I will see the
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.”
Reflecting on these moments in time, small
though they may seem, helps to ground me in
the goodness and presence of our God. Because
He is still good, because He is still here, there are
still so many things to be thankful for.
Mark Your Calendars: “Operation
Christmas Child” is in full swing! Please bring
your shoeboxes of hygiene items, school supplies,
and small toys to the Sanctuary or office by Sun-

day, November 19. At that service, we will pray for
all the children who will be receiving boxes this
year that they may be reminded in that moment
that they are loved by the One who created them.
As PEAK wraps up for the year, Mary Wilson and I will be talking to our 4th-6th grade
SPARKS about being grateful to God for generously giving us our talents and abilities. This,
along with a Wednesday night lesson on humility
in Christ, is meant to prepare them for the 9th
Annual SPARKS Talent Show on Wednesday,
November 15, at 6:45 PM. This show is meant to
be an opportunity for the kids to encourage each
other, pray together, and celebrate the variety of
talents God created. I hope you can join us.
Ashley

Kids Say
the Darndest Things
Ashley: Let’s thank God today for giving us what
we need. Can you think of things we need?
2-Year-Old: “Water!”
3-Year-Old: “Shelter!”
4-Year-Old: “Toy Dinosaurs!”

Alternative
Gift Fair
Come shop the Alternative Gift Fair, Sunday,
December 3, between and after services, in Koopmans Hall.
This year, in addition to beautiful crafts from
Heavenly Treasures, we will be featuring donation
opportunities to benefit poverty stricken folks all
over the world. There's likely to be mosquito nets,
chickens, or goats that can be donated in someone's
name to help out poor households. Gift cards will be
provided by the charity to give to your loved one.
Think about whom you might share the love of
Christ with this Christmas through craft purchases
and donations. Hope to see you on December 3!
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BOOMERS AND BEYOND

If you are not part of a fellowship group at
LCPC, we invite you to visit the Cruisers’ meetings.
Our “shipmates” are retirees as well as those still
employed, single people and couples. We gather
on the first Tuesday of the month except July and
August, beginning with a catered meal at 6:00 PM in
Koopmans Hall, followed by a program. We ask that
you bring your own table service and $12 (starting in
January) per person for the dinner.
It is an easy way to get to know people around
the tables, although you may recognize most of us
since we are active in the life of our community of
believers. Programs feature reports from members
involved in LCPC’s activities and missions and also
other speakers with interesting careers and life
experiences.
Skippers Len and Mary Kuhn will be glad to
answer any questions at (818) 248-9428, or you can
make a dinner reservation by calling Elaine Collins
at (818) 353-0059.

from the

Church
Mouse

Ahhh, November – the month of thanks
and turkey dinner. We all have so much to be
thankful for – a beautiful community, an active
and thriving church, dedicated church staff and
pastors, our families and friends, but the most precious gift is Jesus dying for our sins and offering us
eternal life with Him. Thank you Lord!

Time to dust your boots off and grab your
cowboy hats because LCPC’s Chili Cook-off
and Barn Dance is comin’ up November 5. Y’all
need to email Al Nunez (anunez001@pacbell.
net) by November 1 if you plan to enter your secret
family chili recipe in the contest. There are sparkly
trophies. Christine Marks has all sorts of fun
games for kids of all ages – panning for gold, Tin
Can Alley and Sarsaparilla Shoot Out. There will
be a square dance caller teaching all of us how to
“Do-si-do” and Michelle Bouse will lead line
dancing. There will be various LCPC musicians
entertaining throughout the evening and all this
for the price of only $5! Kids under 13 eat free
and don’t worry – there will be hot dogs for the
young’uns who don’t like chili. Invite your friends.
It’s going to be the best shindig this side of the
Mississippi.
Don’t forget to set your clocks back at
2:00 AM on Sunday November 5 (or Saturday night before you go to bed if you’re like most
people). You get an extra hour of sleep so you’ll be
ready to square dance later that night.
Our last PEAK night for 2017 is Wednesday
November 15, and the SPARKS Talent Show will
be that night. Come see our funny, wacky and talented kids perform their best acts right after PEAK
dinner. And you’ve still got a couple weeks to learn
how to be more like Jesus in Andy’s class, or get to

Operation Christmas child

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD is in full swing!

Please remember to return all boxes by Sunday,
November 19. Information on how to pack a box is available
in the church office or at http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/.
know a few women from the Bible in Lee’s class, or
get artistic in your Bible in Michelle’s class.
Dedication Sunday will be on November
19 when we will have just one service at 10:00
AM so we can all worship together, dedicate our
Faith Estimate of Giving cards, and enjoy
a Thanksgiving Brunch afterwards down in
Koopmans. Our hardworking Deacons always
prepare and serve a delicious meal – you won’t
want to miss it.
Hope you’ve been collecting school supplies,
hygiene items and little toys because it’s Operation Christmas Child time. Fill your shoebox
(candy and toothpaste are no longer allowed) and
if you’re able, include $9 per shoebox for shipping
expenses. Bring your boxes to the Sanctuary by
Sunday, November 19. You can also donate money
on-line for shipping with option to “Follow Your
Box” at samaritanspurse.org/occ.
The first Sunday of Advent is November
26. Can you believe it? If you and your family, or
a group of friends, would like to have the honor
of lighting the Advent Candles at one of
the services, we would love to have you. Contact
Michele Fernandez, fern7@sbcglobal.net and
she will sign you up.
Thank you to Dave DePaoli for heading up
the Deacons’ Blood Drive. Huntington Hospital now
has about 25 pints of LCPC’s blood! It was great to
see people from the community stop by to donate.
Ashley had a small but enthusiastic group of
young adults go to Children’s Hunger Fund
with her a couple weeks ago. Thank you Carleigh
Fernandez, Sarah Milbrodt, and Austin
Granier for spending your morning sorting
donated items that will be sent to local churches.
Even though this is a Children’s Ministries sponsored event, all ages are always welcome! Don’t forget to sign up online November 1 for the CHF Toy
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Wrap event that will be held Saturday, December
2. There will be three times to choose from.
Ashley and Carleigh have started a
weekly Bible Study on Monday afternoons
through November 20th for 5th and 6th graders.
They will be studying from a book called “Follow
Me” and will meet in the Library/craft room from
3:30 - 4:30 PM. Snacks will be served!
Abide Student Ministries has something
fun going on almost every day of the week for our
youth group. On Tasty Tuesdays, the Student
Center is open from 2:30 - 6:30 PM for students
to hang out, do homework and connect with each
other. Wednesday nights, the Junior High group will
be having Zombie Planet! They will be focusing on Ephesians 2, learning that before Christ
we were all dead in our sins, but through Him we
have been made alive again! Abide Thursdays
for the High School group will be a weekly rotation
of activities to mix things up and keep it exciting.
They’re planning game nights, worship nights,
Abide Family Style nights, and then just a
regular Abide meeting each month. Encourage
your kids to bring their friends.
Thank you to the Cathedral Choir for hosting our Evensong service a few weeks back.
It was an enjoyable evening of beautiful music,
prayer, scripture, hymns–and even a bit of hymn
history! These monthly services are the perfect way
to end your busy week.
Pat overheard a hilarious conversation between a CFC mom and her 3-year-old recently. The
little girl said, “I don’t like Bob.” Her mom replied,
“Bob is married to Pat.” The girl then said, “Pat
is the Queen of CFC – that makes Bob the
King. I like the King.” We are so lucky to have
royalty among us here at LCPC! Remember to stop
and give thanks to the one true King during this
month of Thanksgiving. See you next month!

CFC Heartbeat
Director’s Corner
November is full of fun activities at the CFC
and at home. We see handprint turkeys, headband
hats with turkey feathers, and lots of talk of being
grateful in every classroom and at Chapel. Teaching our children to be grateful is a year-round job
and a high priority for me as a parent.
In October I was able to fill grocery bags with
food to help families that are struggling to put
food on their tables. This always reminds me of
how much I have to be grateful for each and every
day. In November the Church and CFC participates
in Operation Christmas Child. You are invited to
fill up a plastic or cardboard shoebox with items
a child might need or want, and then that special
box gets sent somewhere in the world to children
who might not otherwise get a Christmas gift.
Look for more information in this newsletter about
Operation Christmas Child. Pamphlets about how
and what to pack are in the CFC Office.
This is a great activity for children. They enjoy
picking out items for the box. Sometimes there are
tears about not getting toys for themselves. This is
what we call an “Aha” moment! Rather than avoid
the tears and give in and get them something, this
is when you can point out how much they have
and how blessed they are, and how helping another
child who doesn’t have so much can feel really
good inside. This is the moment when you can
talk about the world not always being about them.
Learning to think of others does not come easy to
any of us, and it needs to be reinforced.
So as Christmas (the “season of “getting”)
approaches, don’t pass up the Salvation Army bell
ringers. Let your child drop a coin in the pot. If we
look around, there are lots of ways to help children
become grateful. Use emails, Facebook, on-line
video chats, and even thank-you cards to have children express thanks for gifts given to them. Teach
them to say please and thank-you to those around
them and let them witness your gratitude as well.
In a world that can become very materialistic,

Play Time
Tip 3. Play reduces stress

Play helps your children grow emotionally. It
is joyful and provides an outlet for anxiety. More
and more we see children who are anxious and
depressed. As adults we know that a good workout
after a long day helps us to feel better. A day full of
structured activities for children adds to their stress.
A good old wrestling match or pounding some
Play-doh can help with that build up.

when it can feel like an every man for himself
world, it is children who can take these lessons to
heart and remind us of the good in the world and
can shape their attitudes for a lifetime. Nobody
likes to be around ungrateful adults. I pray I don’t
become one of those and I hope my children won’t
either.
Pat

Communication
With You
We try to get information out to parents in a
variety of ways, not to bombard you, but so that
you will be sure not to miss any events, ideas or
news that you might need. We have a new Website.
Check it out for the latest updates to the Center for
Children.
• Website: www.Center4Children.com. Here
you can find an up to date menu, forms for
medicine, school calendar, newsletters, Parent
Handbook and other helpful information. Use
it as a resource tool.
• Your Parent File: In your child’s class there
is a Parent File. Here we place our two monthly
newsletters, billing information, scholastic
newsletter, invitations and other types of flyers
and information. Please check your Parent File
at least weekly.
• Emails: We send out email messages about
once a month. Usually it is about a special
event that is coming up that we don’t want you
to miss. If you are not getting our emails, then
please check your spam or junk folder. If we
aren’t there, then please check with Teri to see
if we have a good email address for your family.
We are happy to add as many emails as you
would like.
• Facebook: We love to post pictures of what is
going on, reminders of upcoming events, parent blogs, family events in our community and
some things just for fun. Be sure to follow us. It
is the quickest way to get up to date information to you.
We hope all these means of communication
help you feel more connected to our program. Oh,
and don’t forget you can call us or stop by the office
to talk to us any day and have a jelly bean on me!
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GUSD & CFC Closed
Both GUSD and the CFC will be closed for
Veterans’ Day on Friday, November 10. Because
November 17 is a minimum day for GUSD, we will
be picking up children early that day. Please have
your children in grades 1-6 bring a lunch.
GUSD elementary schools will be closed from
November 20 - 24 for Thanksgiving week. However,
the CFC will be open for full days for your children
on Monday through Wednesday of that week. Children in grades 1-6 need to bring a lunch. We will
be closed Thanksgiving Day and the Friday after,
November 23 – 24.

Be sure to look for some
lovely Mommy & Me Day
pics on page 6!

New Staff Members
This fall we had some staff members who
moved on to new positions at other schools. We
miss them and wish them well. It took some time
to find just the right people to fill those spots.
We are so pleased to introduce you to new staff
members. With our infants we welcome Yoselin and
Emily sharing the afternoon assistant position.
Rebecca has joined the staff in Room 108 and the
kids just love her.
Armine and Nancy have joined our school age
staff and are in our vans picking up children. We
are so blessed at CFC with all the women and men
that work here. They put their hearts and souls into
their work. Please take time to get to know new
and “old” staff in your child’s classroom.

Thanksgiving Feast
During the week of our Thanksgiving Feast you
can smell Thanksgiving in the air. Each classroom
prepares one part of our feast and then on Thursday, November 16, we come together in Koopmans
Hall for dinner as one big CFC family. The hall
will be decorated with your child’s artwork and we
will be thankful together. We will be asking you to
bring in the item like a can of pumpkin pie mix
or rolls, etc. assigned to your classroom. Look for
information in your child’s room. We look forward
to seeing you then.
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Worship Schedule for november
NEW SONG WORSHIP (CONTEMPORARY), SUNDAYS AT 9:00 AM
SERVICE OF PRAISE (classic), SUNDAYS AT 11:00 Am

Since mid-August, Andy Wilson and Lee Cook have been exploring how
we can grow “More Like Jesus.” This month we complete the sermon series
with messages showing us how we can become more…Focused (11/5)…
Thankful (11/12) and…Joyful (11/19). Let’s align our lives with the Lord so
we can “…put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness” (Paul in Ephesians 4:24).
One of our wonderful, pre-holiday traditions at LCPC is to gather
on the Sunday before Thanksgiving for an All-Church, One-Service-Only
Celebration where we dedicate our gifts and our lives to God. The Lord’s

Supper will be included in this year’s service on November 19 at 10:00 AM.
The Praise Band will lead us in new songs as well as hymns. Everyone is
encouraged to bring their “Faith Estimate of Giving” cards so we can offer
prayers of dedication.
After worship that day we’ll enjoy a delicious, full brunch served by our
Deacons in Koopmans Hall (no charge!). Bring a friend that doesn’t have a
church home!
We launch the Advent and Christmas season on November 26 with a
message by Ashley Pollock.

NOVEMBER 5

NOVEMBER 19
ONE SERVICE ONLY AT 10:00 AM
THE LORD’S SUPPER
DEDICATION SUNDAY

Message by Lee Cook
“More Like Jesus – Focused”

Message by Andy Wilson
“More Like Jesus – Joyful”
Worship at this big, all-church celebration
will include new songs and hymns
led by LCPC’s amazing Praise Band.
The Deacons invite you to a delicious free brunch
immediately following worship.

NOVEMBER 12

Message by Lee Cook
“More Like Jesus – Thankful”

NOVEMBER 12
5:00-5:50 PM
EVENSONG PRAYER SERVICE

We’ll gather in the Chapel for this joyful time of prayer and praise
led by LCPC children and their mentors.
Children’s Ministries oversees this special gathering.

NOVEMBER 26
First Sunday in Advent
Message by Ashley Pollock

Think of a friend you can bring to church with you this month.
Pray that God will lead you to someone who is ready for some Good News!
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