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FROM OUR PASTOR
VIRGINIA CHURCH PLANTS

At First Norfolk, we are walking through a season of change for the glory of God. I see the changes
every day I drive to the First Norfolk location on Kempsville Road. The cranes and the construction
may be daunting to some, but we believe that every circumstance submits to the purposes of God
in our lives and for our church, so we rejoice in the days that are ahead. We rejoice that through
all the changes we face, God’s mission doesn’t change. And He enables and equips us to fulfill His
mission in the seven cities of Hampton Roads and around the world.
The First Norfolk location on Volvo Parkway is one avenue that God has given us to pursue His
mission with passionate purpose and extravagant enthusiasm. God is raising up hundreds of First
Norfolk members who will live as missionaries throughout Hampton Roads. He has compelled us
to partner with church plants in Norfolk, Montreal, Edmonton, South Dakota, Alaska, and around
the world. He has equipped and is sending us to share the gospel with unreached people groups in
South East Asia. He is enabling us to help those who are far from God find life in Christ!
I pray that you will join us on this journey of mission given to us by God, and that you will be encouraged to live in the promise and
purpose of the Apostle Paul’s words:
Thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diﬀuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.
2 Corinthians 2:14

Eric Thomas, Senior Pastor

We are blessed to partner with two church plants in our home
state of Virginia — Rising Church of Leesburg led by Pastor
Jason Lamb and Mission Church of Norfolk led by Pastor
Charles Shannon. There is great excitement in watching and
participating in the wonderful work of our Lord in these two
cities! We are thankful for these two young church planters,
their families, and their ministries in Leesburg and Norfolk.
Rising Church is located in the greater metropolitan area of
Washington, DC, and is one of the least reached areas of our
nation in terms of the number of people who would identify
as evangelical Christians. Pastor Lamb and members of this
local church have been blessed with a trailer and equipment
to host block parties throughout the city of Leesburg. This
provides a wonderful opportunity to reach into the different
communities and build relationships that will lead to sharing
the good news of Jesus.
Mission Church is a new church plant in the Norview section
of Norfolk. Pastor Shannon has been blessed with a wonderful
core group of members who have committed to the vision of
reaching the inner city of Norfolk for Christ. We look forward
to many opportunities where First Baptist Norfolk and Mission
Church can serve alongside each other in displaying God’s
glory and fame throughout the city of Norfolk.
Please pray for Pastors Jason and Charles — for wisdom as
they lead these young churches in 2018 and beyond. Pray for
strength, encouragement, discipline, and dedication for these
two pastors, and that they will remain faithful to the task
God has given them in their respective cities. Pray for their
families’ health and encouragement. Finally, pray for strong
leaders who will partner with these pastors in shining the
light of Jesus in the darkness.

ON THE COVER: A new believer from an unengaged, unreached people group in South Asia is baptized in her home country.
Live the Mission Magazine is an annual publication of the Missions Ministry of First Baptist Norfolk.
The goal of the magazine is to inform, inspire, and help engage members of First Baptist Norfolk,
and all other followers of Jesus, in mission opportunities that advance the gospel of Jesus Christ. To
learn more about First Baptist Norfolk or our Missions Ministry, visit us at firstnorfolk.org or contact
us at 757.461.3226.

UUPGs
DISASTER RELIEF

Pray! This is not the standard way we begin our articles for
this magazine. However, we call upon our church to be steadfast in prayer for our adopted UUPG (Unengaged, Unreached
People Group) in Southeast Asia.
Late in 2015, we announced the blessing of having one
member of this tribe of approximately 100,000 people make
a profession of faith in Jesus. The journey for “H” has been
filled with challenges as she has faced significant opposition
from her husband and his family.
As the only believer in Jesus, she has not had a community
of faith to assist her in discipleship. We have continued to
send teams from First Baptist Norfolk to encourage her and
try to provide discipleship, but she is still very isolated from
other believers and the situation is further complicated due
to language barriers.
Doors continue to open in terms of providing services
in this believer’s village. We have been able to assist in the
development of a community center, as well as providing
English classes to children and adults.
Therefore, our greatest tool for reaching this tribe must be
the prayers of our people! Please pray continuously for “H”
and her people, the “G” tribe. Pray for a work that only God
can do — that many tribe members would become followers
of Jesus and that a church planting movement would take
place. He is able!

Fire, wind, flood, ice, earthquake, terrorism … all forces that leave humanity hurting
and seeking the Living Hope of Jesus Christ.
Through programs of the North American Mission Board (NAMB) and Baptist
Global Response (BGR), Southern Baptists respond to these calamities through
Southern Baptist Disaster Relief. First Baptist of Norfolk partners with NAMB and
BGR through the Southern Baptist Conservatives of Virginia (SBCV) to participate in
these ministries worldwide. Outside of North America, these activities are achieved
through the Southern Baptist international relief agency, Baptist Global Response.
The humanitarian services provided by Southern Baptists include mass feeding,
flood clean-up, fire clean-up, tree removal, temporary roof repairs, hot showers,
laundry service, emergency childcare, and home and church reconstruction. However, humanitarian relief is not the primary purpose of these ministries; bringing glory
to God by these good deeds (Matt. 5:15-16) is the chief purpose along with sharing
the Living Hope of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:3) with those confronted by the calamity.
Thousands of people have accepted Christ as their Savior and Lord as a result of the
testimony of Southern Baptist Disaster Relief workers.
In 2017, our partnership with SBC of Virginia has responded to the hurricane disasters in Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico.
Interested in serving? To participate in Southern Baptist Disaster Relief, workers
must complete a Saturday training program, a criminal background check, and be
issued an identification credential to be in a disaster zone. Upcoming Disaster Relief
training dates can be found at www.sbcv.org/DR as they are announced.
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There is a place for everyone to serve! There are many local ministries where you can
get plugged in and be a part of local missions. Here are a few opportunities:
International Student Ministry – First Baptist Norfolk continues to serve a free lunch
for the international students at Old Dominion University on Tuesdays throughout
the school year. These lunches allow for strong relationships to develop, and we have
seen many students make decisions to follow Christ, are baptized and then discipled
so that they can be missionaries back in their home countries. Many stay connected
with Bible study through technology and are growing in their faith.
Please pray that God will continue to bless and show favor over this exciting
ministry as we reach the nations here in our backyard. Pray that we continue to have
volunteers who will love on and care for these young people who are away from
home and seek friendship and community.
African Fellowship – Pastor James Akinade leads this ministry as they strive to reach
African immigrants in the seven cities of Hampton Roads. The group holds Bible
studies on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm at Cross Roads Center (Room 405), and Sundays
at 11 am at our Kempsville Road location (Room 106).
Vietnamese Fellowship – Our community has a large Vietnamese population of
approximately 5,000 people. This ministry attempts to reach people through regular activities at church and in the community. An English as a Second Language
program is offered in Virginia Beach primarily to the Vietnamese. In addition to our
regular church holidays, we also hold traditional Vietnamese events throughout the
year. Volunteers are needed on a regular basis.
St. Mary’s Home for Disabled Children – This ministry provides regular worship
opportunities for these special needs children, as well as the staff. In addition, a
Vacation Bible School program is held on-site every summer.

LOCAL MISSIONS

Park Place Health & Dental Clinic – This clinic serves one of Norfolk’s most marginalized areas. Services are provided through volunteer health care professionals to
those who are least likely to have access to good health and dental care.

4

Youth Football League – This ministry provides opportunities for children, most from
low-income and single parent homes, to experience a loving and supportive community through football. This is a Christian league, so coaches and chaplains provide
encouragement through Scripture, prayer and counseling.
Project Comfort – This ministry prepares and delivers projects (blankets, pillows,
etc.) for cancer patients, military, and other groups. They bring encouragement and
hope through these tangible gifts to those who are desperately seeking hope.
Luke 3:11 – This ministry serves the homeless population in Norfolk by providing
food, clothing, backpacks, etc. to those who are in need. These services are offered
once a month, and a summer picnic is hosted annually where additional services
are provided, like haircuts, eye checkups and providing glasses, and blood pressure
checkups.
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PERU

We are once again thankful for the amazing opportunity to
serve alongside Primera Iglesia Bautista de Villa El Salvador
in Peru!
Our trip to Peru began with many trials, including a
missed flight and resulting red-eye flight, delayed and lost
luggage, and language barriers; however, God never fails
us and proved time and time again that He always was
and always is in control. The week in its entirety could not
have been better. Our team witnessed multiple baptisms,
tears of appreciation at counseling tables, and smiles of
children learning about Jesus. Not only that, but we made
relationships that will last a lifetime. We served more than
250 people in the church and community through vision and
dental clinics, counseling, sewing workshops, home visits,
and children’s activities. We also hosted women’s, men’s,
and youth evening events. Throughout the week, God spoke
through our testimonies and encounters with the local community members, and more than 50 people responded that
they would like to accept or recommit their lives to Christ!
We look forward to hearing about the amazing work God
continues to do in Villa El Salvador, and we hope for another
opportunity to pour into the lives of the people there in the
future. Please continue to pray for the church and Pastor
Tito Torres, as well as his wife Mariane, as they expect twins
in the early fall. Thank you, First Baptist Norfolk, for your
support and encouragement in this mission.
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SPAIN
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Through many trips to this country (three in 2017), we have
built a network of relationships among church pastors and
their churches. As a result, work has begun between the
Spanish Baptist Union and the SBC of Virginia to develop a
partnership where Virginia churches would serve with Spanish
churches. Initially, the emphasis would be on training in the
areas of evangelism, discipleship, and church planting.
Our student ministry served with Unida Church of Terrassa
in July as they engaged in a summer camp through the city
government. This is a key church in a strategic city that can
hopefully impact the entire state of Catalonia.
Please pray for God’s favor for partner churches in both
Spain and the U.S. to join together in this season of cooperation for God’s glory. Pray for unity of spirit for the leadership
in each organization so that we can have the greatest impact
on lostness in this country — where less than 1 percent of the
population would consider themselves evangelical Christians.
Pray for peace and unity as the country of Spain struggles
with the independence move of the State of Catalonia. Pray
that through the challenges facing Spain, God’s glory would
shine brightly and a great awakening and powerful revival
would take place!
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PHILIPPINES

How exciting it has been to see a health clinic and a school open through our partnerships with Rapha Health Clinic and New Hope School! Both of these projects have
been completed in the past six months and are a great blessing to their communities.
Our teams that visit in April of each year provide Vacation Bible School (VBS) to
the street children from two local squatter villages. It was a joy to see how excited the
children were when they arrived each day to a program of Bible stories, crafts, music,
and games. It was also a privilege to serve them a hot meal that was probably their
only meal for the day — and certainly the only hot one.
At First Baptist Norfolk’s summer VBS, our children raised more than $5,000 to help
complete the construction of New Hope School and provide needed supplies for the
children. Pastor Ding Teodoro and the school’s staff were overjoyed with the support
our children provided!
The team also had the opportunity to go into the squatter villages to sing songs,
share Bible stories, and provide additional meals to the families. Seeing the smiling
faces and receiving the love of the residents was overwhelming and hard to describe.
Please pray for Pastor Teodoro and New Hope Fellowship as they serve these underserved villages and share God’s love in many tangible ways.
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SOUTHEAST ASIA
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We are thankful to have the opportunity to be a small part of what God is doing
in this part of the world as we have visited these countries multiple times. Despite
the challenges, we are seeing amazing things take place. Again, these are countries
where it is not allowed to convert someone to Christianity. Yet God is accomplishing
only what He could do!
Serving with our international workers, American and nationals, we continue to
see many people who are seeking truth and hope in a dark part of our world. It is
such a joy to see the light of Jesus awaken their souls and have them become so
passionate for their countries and their people.
One area of emphasis is to see others in our unengaged, unreached people group
come to faith in Christ. As far as we know, there is still only one woman who made
a decision for Christ in late 2015. We have made some inroads in the village where
this woman lives, especially among the village leadership. The chief has asked for
our help with their community center, and our most recent team held English classes
with the villagers.
We also strive to encourage our American workers, as well as the local churches/
house churches. Please pray for these leaders and their churches, that they will
remain strong in their commitments to reach their people for Christ.
As in several Asian countries, we are also serving among the university students
and young professionals. Please pray for these young people to come to faith and
step into positions of leadership in their countries!

MAGAZINE

2017/2018

EAST ASIA

It is so wonderful to see people in a very restricted country
make decisions to believe in Jesus and commit to follow Him!
During three trips this year, we have been blessed to see
people become believers and be baptized in this country and
here in the U.S.
We have seen people so excited to hear about the good
news that they want to immediately share it with family and
close friends. Sadly, many people feel frustration in trying to
share due to the tight reigns of the government. Yet many
do still share without regard for their safety because it is so
important to them.
Our work continues to be mostly with university students
and young professionals, as they seem to be the most open
and receptive to the hope found in a relationship with Jesus.
We spend a lot of time with these seekers, mostly at local
coffee houses. It is typically easy to engage young people in
conversations because most want to improve their English so
they can have better job opportunities.
Please pray that the government will ease their restrictions
on religious activities and organizations. Pray that God will
raise up a new generation of leaders who have strong relationships with their Lord and Savior. Finally, please pray for
our workers in this field that “is ripe unto harvest.”
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CAMBODIA
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God is moving in amazing ways in Cambodia! People are
coming to faith in Jesus, strong discipleship training is
taking place, and churches are being planted.
One of the key areas of cooperation is in ministry to
university students in the capital city of Phnom Penh. Since
most of the universities are located there, students from
all over the country come to this city for university-level
work. Most of these universities do not have dorms for the
students, so they must stay with relatives or find a cheap
place to live.
First Baptist Norfolk and New Life Church, a local body
of believers, are renting two houses near the universities
and have converted them into dorms where the students
only pay for utilities. The students attend Bible studies and
regular worship services at New Life. Since our partnership
began at the beginning of 2017, five students have become
followers of Christ and are active in the ministries of this
local church.
Please pray for God to continue to draw these students
to Himself and for them to be discipled through the local
church, New Life. Also pray that these new disciples will
in turn reach others who are far from God and multiply
disciples and churches.

MAGAZINE

2017/2018

ALASKA

To see the beauty of the snow-covered mountains around Anchorage is breathtaking!
However God took our team there to see the spiritual needs of His human creation and
allowed us to share the hope they were so desperately seeking.
For a week, we had the great opportunity of showing God’s love through prayer
walking and passing out invites to the church and upcoming block parties. These took
place around the neighborhood where the Church is holding their weekly service.
We also had the opportunity to do a laundromat ministry where we paid for people
to wash and dry their clothes. While they waited, we had a great opportunity to
engage them in conversation and invite them to the block party and Church.
On Tuesday, the 4th of July, Pastor Brian Hicks of True North Church Girdwood
asked if we would help the chamber of commerce in Whittier, Alaska with a 4th of July
celebration event. Whittier is about 90 minutes south of Anchorage and Pastor Hicks
serves as pastor of this local church as well.
Whittier is where cruise ships come into port and is home to about 250 people,
who live in a single building. With the help of some volunteers from the chamber
of commerce, we set up bounce houses, a face painting booth, cooked and served
food to around 200 or more people. It was a glorious addition to the plans that were
already in place and God blessed the connections made in a powerful way!
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MALAWI
12

A team of seven people spent a week in Malawi ministering in villages outside the
capital city of Lilongwe. After a day at Lake Malawi resetting our biological clocks, we
assisted with the worship service at the Bindula Baptist Church in Kamoyo village, a
church First Baptist Norfolk planted some ten years ago.
We spent three days at the Rose Clinic in Kamoyo, a dispensary sponsored by First
Baptist Norfolk, where we worked with a Malawian nurse and a fourth-year medical
student doing health screening and primary health care. We saw and treated more
than six hundred patients, from infants to older adults. Problems ranged from muscle
and joint aches to stomach aches, from coughs to asthma, from pneumonia to malaria.
We were able to see every patient, and everyone was presented with the gospel. Many
responded.
In Mkangdamira village, we broke into groups and visited “hut to hut” sharing personal testimonies and the gospel. Again, many responded. Thank you for sending us on
your behalf to extend the gospel message of salvation to the poor there in Malawi.
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SOUTH DAKOTA

Our team had a fantastic week working with Connection
Church in beautiful Spearfish, SD, helping the church
conduct a number of community block party events.
These community events are Connection’s way of
reaching out to individuals and families in the community,
and many are responding by entering into a relationship
with Jesus Christ and/or coming to Connection Church.
We helped by canvassing neighborhoods during the day to
invite people to the events, and then setting up, conducting
the event, and cleaning up. These events were a lot of work
and a lot of fun, but most importantly they are a key part of
Connection Church’s strategy to plant new churches all over
the Dakotas.
This strategy is working! This church-planting effort has
been going on for about six years, and so far the original
Connection Church has planted three more churches, two of
which are now self-sustaining.
It was a blessing to be a small part of what God is doing
in Spearfish and the surrounding communities. But please
continue to pray for God’s favor as they strive to reach the
Dakotas for Christ!
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CANADA
14

God continues to bless our partnerships in Canada. First Baptist Norfolk was asked
to be the lead church planter for the cities of Montreal and Edmonton, and we gladly
accepted. It has been an amazing journey of seeing God move in powerful ways to
reach two of the least reached cities in North America.
La Chapelle continues to see large numbers of people attend their services and
become engaged in the life and ministry of this relatively young church plant.
La Chapelle has more than 1,000 people who attend on a weekly basis, and has
also planted Mile End Church in Montreal during 2016 and Ahuntsic Church in 2017.
A church planter is already in training to plant in 2018!
During our summer mission journey, God orchestrated activities and answered
prayers in wonderful ways. The first block party was cancelled due to rain, but that
enabled the team to assist a church-operated food bank that desperately needed
help assembling furniture for a new office. In similar fashion, when the team showed
up to serve food at the Montreal Mission for homeless men, it was an answer to
prayers by the staff — who had no help to serve 200 waiting men.
Finally, a block party was held in Ahuntsic Church’s neighborhood. This gave team
members opportunities to serve and interact with prospects for this new church.
Pastor Nate Vedoya and Church in the Valley, Edmonton, continue to sow seeds in
the hard soil of this city that is very similar to Montreal. Please pray for Pastor Nate
and this church as they love on their neighbors and point them to Jesus. We look
forward to seeing how our partnership can help reach this city to be transformed by
the good news of Jesus Christ!
We continue to be thankful for the exciting and fruitful partnership with our
church plants in Montreal and Edmonton. God’s favor is abundant, and His light is
shining brightly through the ministries of these new churches.
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SOUTH ASIA

One of our First Baptist Norfolk mission teams travelled to a country in South Asia.
The team of four undertook a two-day discipleship workshop for young adults, a
two-day evangelism workshop, and two days of prayer walking and street evangelism
in a neighborhood with a large Buddhist temple. Our activities were in support of the
work of a career International Mission Board family (who were previously members
of First Baptist Norfolk) and a national partner pastor/church planter (to whom our
church provides a small stipend). This country has the highest percentage of Hindus in
the world and is known for intense persecution of Christians, including the murder of
Jesus-followers. However, the country is ranked No. 1 in the world for the percentage
of the population becoming believers in Jesus! In this country, the living hope of Jesus
is being known; God is being glorified.
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URUGUAY
NEXT STEPS
IT STARTS WITH ONE

We are thankful to continue our partnership with Iglesia
Bautista El Ancla in the capital city of Montevideo. This new
church plant has experienced growth in its first year, and is
actively seeking opportunities to plant other churches in the
near future. It is a great joy to plant churches who immediately seek opportunities to plant other churches!
Our own Pastor Vernig Suarez, pastor of the Hispanic
Fellowship of First Baptist Norfolk (Iglesia Bautista del
Camino), continues to serve by providing training in evangelism, discipleship, and church planting. Additional members
of Iglesia Bautista del Camino are a part of the sending team
as they join this new church in reaching their community, their
city, and their country for Christ!
Please pray for Pastor Juan Olivera, his family, and this
local church. Pray that they will continue to be strong in the
midst of a very secular nation, and also that God will raise
up great leaders who will serve for God’s glory. Pray for God
to open doors for the gospel to reach other parts of this city
and nation.

How Can I Serve?

After looking through the pages of this magazine and reading about the many ways God is working
through First Baptist Norfolk in the area of missions, you may be asking yourself, “How can I serve?”
There are many different opportunities available — everything from volunteering with the Youth
Football League in South Norfolk to being part of an international Mission Journey to the Philippines.
To find out what is available and how you can be involved, simply visit firstnorfolk.org/missions or call
the Missions Ministry office at 757.466.5181. We would love for you to come Live the Mission with us!

As we reflect back on the many opportunities that God has afforded First Baptist
Norfolk to serve on mission in 2017, we are grateful for the blessings He provides to
those being served, as well as to each of us serving from our local church. What a joy
it is to be a part of Kingdom work and growth!
But the work is not finished — there needs to be a great sense of urgency in
reaching those far from God so they can experience the life transformation that we,
who are Christ followers, have personally experienced. As this article’s title says, IT
STARTS WITH ONE. Perhaps it starts with a family member, a co-worker, a neighbor,
or a classmate, but let it begin with each of us being obedient to the call on our lives
to be missionary followers of Jesus.
Great awakenings and revivals START WITH ONE! Contact the Missions Ministry office to see how you can join us in reaching the
nations for Christ!
Then I heard the voice of the Lord asking,”Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? Who will go for us?” I said, “Here am I.
Send me.” Isaiah 6:8, NLT

Curt Breland, Minister of Missions Mobilization

