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Biography of Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante 
 
Rev. Passante was born in Richmond, VA and grew up on a black angus cattle farm in Southern 
Virginia. After graduating valedictorian from her local high school, Nikki went on to attend 
University of Virginia and Virginia Commonwealth University, where she studied Foreign 
Affairs and Chemistry, respectively. Nikki changed her major from Chemistry to Religious 
Studies after a profound spiritual awakening, and went on to enroll in a dual-degree program at 
Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, VA, graduating with a Master of Divinity and 
Master of Arts in Christian Education in 2004.  
 
In the fall of 2004, Rev. Passante moved to Ashland, Oregon to serve as the Director of Christian 
Education at First Presbyterian Church. During her tenure she coordinated and partnered with 
volunteers, staff, and committees to implement church programs that promoted spiritual 
development for both children and youth. This included recruiting and training teachers, small 
group leaders, and advising on matters of curriculum and resources. One of Nikki’s greatest 
accomplishments is that many of these relationships still exist today! In 2011 she returned to the 
east coast to accept the call of Associate Pastor at Media Presbyterian Church. It is noteworthy 
that between these two calls that span a time period of 15 years, Nikki has served with 9 Heads 
of Staff. She has unintentionally served as a transitional pastor, as both of these calls experienced 
sudden departures of long-tenured senior pastors. A certified Interim Pastor, Stephen Minister 
and Stephen Leader, Nikki has proven ability to lead in the midst of transitional environments, 
providing connection and stability while bringing to fruition desired ministry outcomes. Her 
experience includes leading and organizing local and international mission trips, providing in-
depth pastoral care and counseling, and additionally extensive experience leading and sharing in 
recovery ministries. Outreach is Nikki’s natural gifting, having led New Members classes for 15 
years in both of her callings. She consistently cultivates a firm foundation for visitors and new 
members to connect easily with others and ministry opportunities within the church. In both of 
her previous calls she has developed new programs based on congregational need, while 
strengthening what’s already working and valued. Nikki has a proven ability to remain steadfast 
in her faith and committed to the Body of Christ in the midst of change, and is deeply convicted 
of the importance of living out a ministry of solidarity and presence.  
 
A sought-after preacher, Bible teacher, and pastoral advisor, Nikki’s ministry has focused on 
offering classes on assertive communication entitled ‘Speaking the Truth in Love: How to Be an 
Assertive Christian’ based on Stephen Series materials, and has taught courses on Religion and 
Spirituality for the psychology department at the Philadelphia School of Osteopathic Medicine. 
She has additionally taught a variety of workshops for the Presbytery of the Cascades, and served 
on the Commission on Ministry for the Philadelphia Presbytery, specifically working to bring 
qualified interim pastors to traumatized congregations. 
 
Nikki is looking forward to a new season of ministry at First Presbyterian Church in 
Haddonfield, New Jersey. Her husband, Marco Passante, is an acclaimed chef who hails from 
Milan, Italy. While Nikki feeds people’s spirits, Marco feeds their bodies! Nikki has two 
stepdaughters, Isabella (24) who lives in Oregon, and Chelsea (28) who lives in Washington, 
D.C.		
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Statement of Faith, Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante 
 
I believe in God the Creator, the One Supreme, Sovereign Being; the Maker of the universe in 
which we exist. Yet we live in a state of separation. The innate corruption caused by our first 
parents determines the condition of all humankind: utter brokenness. Nevertheless, God is true 
and benevolent, and sin does not prevent God from reaching out to humans. In spite of all 
desperate appearances of this world, God is a redeeming God and manifests love preeminently 
through the first appearance of God’s son, Jesus Christ. I believe in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer 
of God’s creation, fully human and totally divine; the incarnation of the Eternal Word of God. 
One of the primary reasons Jesus came to earth was to restore relationships and intimacy with 
God. Jesus broke the barrier of tradition by calling God, Father, or Daddy (Abba). This was 
revolutionary in a culture in which God was inaccessible and impersonal. Jesus revealed God’s 
desire for relationship by taking on flesh and blood, bestowing forgiveness, generosity, and 
compassion. This appearance of the Word, which reached its initial apex with Christ’s 
crucifixion and resurrection, guarantees humankind’s hope in this life and the next. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Sustainer of God’s creation. The nature of the Spirit is indestructible, 
testifying to the amazing resilience of God’s purposes for us. Vivifying life, begging us to 
entertain its whims, the Spirit desires our vulnerability to its groaning. God speaks through the 
Holy Spirit, binding us to the grace of Christ through faith; the distance between humanity and 
the divine is overcome. We experience this regeneration as Repentance, where the human will is 
changed by the Spirit and equipped with faculties to do good of its own accord. The Scriptures 
give us the knowledge of these relationships and interrelationships with the triune God; the 
desires of the One Supreme Being. God, in the person of the Holy Spirit, is the author of 
Scripture and is the source from which all other truths are derived. Scripture is the final authority 
for salvation and the life of faith. The Word that is preached and exhibited sacramentally is the 
Life Force of the Church. Through the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the faithful 
have a mysterious union with Christ Jesus that the natural human cannot comprehend. Jesus 
Christ is the head of the Church, the community where Jesus Christ acts as the living Lord in the 
Word rightly preached and the Sacraments rightly administered, through which grace is 
dispensed. The life of the Church is oriented in relationship with God. The Church is charged 
with bearing testimony to the world, proclaiming in Word and Deed a vision of the new order 
that is already dawning and that God promises to bring to fulfillment. It is to Christ that the 
Church witnesses, proclaiming God’s nature, God’s acts, and God’s glory, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
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Proposed	Terms	of	Call	

		

Effective	Salary	(cash	salary	and	housing)	-	$73,000	

Pension/Medical-	$27,010	

SECA	Relief	-	$5,585	

Professional	Allowance	-	$3,000	

Medical	Allowance	(to	offset	medical	deductible)	-	$1,500	

Four	weeks	paid	vacation	(4	or	5	Sundays)	

Two	weeks	study	leave	(Sundays	included)-$750	

Reimbursement	of	moving	expenses:	TBD	

	



	
	

A Letter to the First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield Family: 
 
Your Associate Pastor Nominating Committee is thrilled to present to you our candidate for the 
position of Associate Pastor: the Reverend Nikki Passante. This comes at the end of a 14-month, 
spirit-led process of discernment, as we have sought to find that exceptionally unique individual 
with the combination of gifts, skills and experience we need to help lead us through a period of 
transition following the pending retirement of our Senior Pastor, Bill Getman. 
 
After reviewing 170+ Personal Information Forms (resumés) and having numerous 
conversations with potential candidates, we believe that God has led us to Rev. Passante. She 
possesses the qualities the congregation deemed most important, as expressed in the Mission 
Study Report: strong preaching and teaching skills, a compassionate presence, the ability to 
connect with children and youth, spiritual maturity, the ability to bring people together and make 
the most of their natural talents, and strong skills in managing through transition. And we were 
thrilled that, from our very first conversation with her, she made it clear that our church 
possesses all of the qualities that she’d been seeking in her next position. She’s as excited about 
us as we are about her! 
 
Nikki captured our attention from the moment we read her Personal Information Form, which 
was the most articulate, intelligent, engaging document we’d received. And when we met her, in 
person we were immediately drawn to her warm and welcoming presence and her ability to 
connect with each one of us in a very sincere way. We attended a church service where she led in 
worship and were able to observe the way she interacted with all she encountered; truly listening, 
giving her full attention and extending personal warmth and friendship. 
  
Nikki is a true believer. God is front and center in her life, her choices and her witness. She’s a 
gifted preacher, which we discovered early on as we listened to many of her sermons online and 
then observed, firsthand, by attending her worship service. She demonstrates a keen knowledge 
of biblical text and is comfortable authentically verbalizing her message not only from the pulpit, 
but also in small group settings and Bible studies. She has a passion for preaching and teaching 
and will provide our congregation with the opportunity to explore, expand and deepen our 
collective faith so we can all reach new heights in our service of the Lord. 
  
Her primary ministry at her current church has been providing pastoral care and, as a trained 
Stephen Minister, she has proven to be very effective in this role. Her references spoke of what 
her ministry had meant to them in times of loss or personal struggle. She is compassionate and 
empathetic and her life experiences help her relate to those facing difficult circumstances. She 
has a strong desire to reach out to those who are less fortunate and will help us live into our 
vision of “…doors opening to His world.” 
  
She has extensive experience working with children and youth as a Christian Educator. Her 
strong faith, desire to make authentic connections and ability to mentor youth who are struggling 
or questioning has led to relationships with youth that have lasted well beyond the years she 
served as their pastor. Her energy is contagious and encourages involvement.  
  
But one of her greatest strengths is the experience and skills she’s developed by managing 
through numerous senior pastor transitions in the churches she’s served. Her references referred 



	
	

to her as “a rock,” bringing strong communication and listening skills, team-building skills and 
compassion to those transitional situations that have been challenging in the congregations she’s 
served. Her willingness to take on this task at our church with little overlapping time with Pastor 
Getman is an example of the self-confidence she’s gained by successfully navigating similar 
situations in the past. 
  
Our conviction that Nikki was the right person at the right time has been confirmed as we’ve 
gotten to know her over the past several months through phone and Skype conversations, dinners 
with the Committee, a visit to the current church where she serves and conversations with all of 
her references. Her references included colleagues, church members, Deacons, Presbytery 
members and others, all of whom spoke eloquently and specifically about her capabilities and the 
impact she’d had on their lives and faith journeys. We feel blessed that God has led this special 
person to us and are excited for the congregation to be able to get to know her as the APNC has 
gotten to know her! We are convinced that she possesses the right combination of gifts, 
experience and spiritual maturity to help lead us through the challenges the future holds. And, 
not only will she help us manage through the transition, but we believe she’ll help us take on 
new challenges and exciting new paths in ministry as we move forward. As one of her references 
put it, “she consistently reminds us of what we are called to do!” 
 
From the members of the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee: 

Lisa Hurd (Chair), Kristin Carberry, Keith Kirsch, Bob Lehman, Delaney McGlade, 
Debra Nussbaum, Lindsay Sommers, Gene Spinelli 
 
 


