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God blesses those who put their Faith in Action.

1 Kings 17:1-7 (ESV) English Standard version

Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, before whom
| stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” 2 And the word of the Lord came
to him: 3 “Depart from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the
Jordan. 4 You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” 5 So he went
and did according to the word of the Lord. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the

Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he
drank from the brook. 7 And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.

8 Then the word of the Lord came to him, 9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there.
Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he
came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring
me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.” 11 And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said,
“Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, | have nothing
baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now | am gathering a couple of sticks that |
may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not
fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make
something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be
spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.”” 15 And she
went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of flour was not
spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.

Elijah had to put his Faith in Action. Believing and trusting God.

The Widow
This was a woman who was ready to embrace death for herself and for her son because there was no other
alternative.

She was gathering sticks at the city gates to make fire for her last meal when Elijah met her and asked for water.

1 Kings 17:10
10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was
there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.”

A Few Sticks:
Scriptures say she was collecting sticks. The King James version of the Bible says she had two sticks.

If she had two sticks, not two logs, but two sticks the cake she was about to make for her and her son was little
and did not require a long period of heat.

1 Kings 17: 13-14

13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and
bring it to me, and afterward make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord, the God of
Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends
rain upon the earth.””



Do Not Fear
Elijah’s response to her is “Do not fear”

The opposite of fear is faith.

Hebrews 11:1 (NIV)
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.

The Bible commands us to not be afraid, do not worry, do not fear.

Isaiah 41:10

So do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.

I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

Joshua 1:9
Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

Deuteronomy 31:6
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with
you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”

Faith is the thing that fosters joy, possibilities, and hope, and it cultivates the calling of God in your life.

Test of Faith
15 And she went and did as Elijah said ...

Because she was willing to obey God and put Faith in Action, she, Elijah and her son were able to survive the
long drought and famine.

15....And she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug
of oil become empty, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.
God was true to His word.

So great was this widow’s faith that even Jesus acknowledged this woman.

Luke 4:25-26

I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half
years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a
widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon.

God blesses those who exercise faith and put their Faith in Action.



