
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When we were kids, we likely had a few 
special items that had distinctive value 
assigned and upheld by us to be treasured, 
secured, and perhaps shown to those we 
deemed worthy (a buddy or close cousin). 
The value was not usually viewed in the same 
way, especially by older kids and adults. The 
value of these treasured items often changed 
for us over time. As we get older we find a 
new context and set of conditions to evaluate 
and embrace new items to treasure. 
I remember this transformation when I 
was looking through a box of my personal 
memorabilia and chuckled at what I had kept 
- (that pinecone was so special!).  One of my 
nephews saw a change jar when he was quite 
young and observed that it had “not only 
dollars, but pennies too!” He loved the copper 
colored coins more than the paper currency. 
That’s changed now that he is an adult and 
married.
The real and/or perceived value assigned to 
things is also part of a mystery of two 
possible paths; one where the value is lost 
over time, or as we age; the other where the 
value is maintained over time as we age. What 
for some is an inexpensive locket or a cheap 
watch, becomes a priceless treasure because 
of who gave the gift and perhaps the 
circumstances around it. No matter how old 
we get, the treasured value remains and 
always will.

This mystery, therefore, combines a sense of 
past, present, and future for what is valued, 
not market driven items manipulated only 
for financial gain. The gospel writer tells the 
story of the magi, but surely knew the story of 
the first reading from Isaiah. God’s splendor 
shining on God’s people, bright enough that 
nations would walk by this light.  Special gifts 
would be shared in the midst of this radiance. 
The Magi followed the radiant star from its 
rising until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. Others might be bored by looking at 
the stars. These Magi were astrologers. They 
treasured what they saw and pursued it. 
But the star was not the end. The star 
pointed to the fulfillment of God’s promise 
with the birth of Jesus.  They prostrated 
themselves and did homage to the child 
with Mary his mother. Then they opened 
their treasures and offered them their gifts.
The familiarity of this gospel story, and many 
of the scripture stories about Christmas, runs 
the risk of keeping the value of the lesson at 
a less mature place. Ask yourself; where do I 
see and recognize Christ in the midst of my 
daily life? What gifts am I called to share with 
Christ just as the magi did in following the 
star?
Some readers might have ready responses 
to these questions while other might need to 
ponder a bit. Fortunately, we are connected 
to this faith community as a member, visitor, 

or a guest of a parish ministry. Like the magi, 
Saint Olaf has been on an 80 year journey 
“to serve as a living sign of Christ’s saving 
presence in the heart of the city.” If we have 
been baptized, it means we are committed 
to participating actively in the journey. This is 
not a coattail grab onto those who have gone 
before us!
We are called to active worship and service. 
Passive observers need to get it in gear. 
Active worship calls us to pray and sing. How 
about considering the next step of sharing 
our treasured gifts and participate as a lector, 
greeter, or hospitality minister? There’s 
always room for more!
Saint Olaf is a community with active service. 
We welcome captains of industry and those 
who slept under a bridge. We visit with both 
over a cup of coffee. When we see the face 
of Christ in need, we respond with support 
for Samaritan Ministry and the holiday Giving 
Tree. Our treasures are found in service of 
Christ. Let’s see what the journey of the New 
Year will mean for us in 2022.
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TREASURES FOR THE AGES
By Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
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A special thank you to all who shared their 
treasure in support of the annual Saint Olaf 
Samaritan Ministry Giving Tree. There was 
great support for Exodus residents and 
guests of Samaritan Ministry. Your kindness is 
appreciated and your on-going support for 
Saint Olaf helps us carry out our mission.



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS  
January 2: Is: 60:1-6, Ps 72, Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6, Mt 2:1-12 
January 9: Is 40:1-5,9-11, Ps 104, Ti 2:11-14, 3:4-7, Lk 3:15-16, 
21-22

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV 
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 
6 on Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 
10:00am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf live streams our Monday-Friday 12:00Noon Mass 
and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/
user/SaintOlafChurch/live. On Facebook, search for and like: 
Saint Olaf Catholic Church, Downtown Minneapolis. Saint 
Olaf also archives all of our Masses on the website, www. 
SaintOlaf.org/media.

PARTICIPATE IN THE ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL 
The New Year begins, but there is still time to complete 
and turn in your Stewardship Intention Card and inform us 
how your household is Called to Serve in 2022.  There are 
additional forms in the acrylic stands at the Church entrances 
or complete your form online, www.SaintOlaf.org/renewal.  

CALLING ALL WEEKEND HOSPITALITY HELPERS!
We are starting Sunday Hospitality in Advent and need YOU, 
sharing treats and smiles after your regular Mass time once a 
month.  If this sounds like a perfect fit, contact our Hospitality 
Coordinator, Veronica Reske in the parish office, 612-767-
7631 or via email, VReske@SaintOlaf.org.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION REGISTER NOW
If you have youth in need of Sacramental Preparation for First 
Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and Confirmation, please 
contact the parish office to add your name to the interest list. 
Classes will be starting soon.  

GRATITUDE FOR YOUR RESPONSE TO THE TORNADO 
RELIEF COLLECTION
Thank you for your support of the Archbishop’s request for 
donations to support those who suffered loss in the tornados 
across the mid-central United States.  We received and sent 
forward donations totaling $3,078.28 to assist the victims of 
the tornadoes.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• The wearing of masks is encouraged – please observe social distancing

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1 - SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
10:00 AM 
12:00 PM 
  4:00 PM 

MASS
MASS (+LIVE STREAMED
VIGIL MASS - EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2 - EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
MONDAY, JANUARY 3
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM AA MEETING - EDUCATION ROOM
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:00 AM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 6
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY, JANUARY 7
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
SATURDAY, JANUARY 8
10:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER - FORLITI GATHERING ROOM
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
4:00 PM MASS

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #25
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Dec 13 - 19 $67,574 $65,000 $2,574
YTD - Week #25 $572,860 $639,530 -$66,670

Annual Stewardship
Renewal Week #4

PLEDGED RESPONDENTS  % OF PARISH

$427,364 203 18.74%




