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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
by  Fr. Kevin Kenney

When we were all grade school aged, my Mom 
volunteered us to perform as a family in the 
Annunciation Family Christmas program.  There 
are three boys and four girls in the family.  We 
performed a parody of “We Three Kings of Orient 
Are.”  The words the three boys sang were, “We 
three kings of orient are, tried to smoke a rubber 
cigar, it was loaded it exploded bang!”  Then I 
fell over and my two brothers continued until 
all three had fallen over.  My sisters then sang 
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman.”  We did a few 
other numbers but this is the one that sticks in 
my head!
Another Christmas tradition we had was 
every year on December 23 we would come 
downtown Minneapolis and have dinner at Café 
DiNapoli on Hennepin Avenue.  All of us kids 
were able to partake in Kiddie Cocktails.  After 
dinner we walked over to Dayton’s and visited 
the Eighth Floor Christmas Display and looked 
at the windows on Nicollet Ave.  What a joy!  
Then, we each received a few dollars to go to 
Woolworths or back to Dayton’s to purchase a 
gift for the name we had drawn.
The Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord is a gift 
giving day!  The three kings arrived bearing gifts 
for Jesus.  What a journey they made, and their 
arrival proclaims that a Savior was born for 
all the world.  We still welcome this message 

today.
 In many traditions today is the gift giving day, 
children receive gifts from the Three Kings!  Oh, 
what a difference this could make, refocusing 
Christmas to be about Jesus and receiving 
the gift God sent to us.  One tradition that is 
celebrated in the Latino community is the Pan 
de Los Tres Magos, “Rosca de Reyes.”  This bread 
is baked in a circular fashion and there are a few 
Baby Jesus dolls placed in the bread.  Everyone 
cuts a piece from the bread and the ones who 
receive the Baby Jesus need to provide tamales 
and ponche for the Feast of the Presentation 
of our Lord on February 2nd.  I love how the 
celebration continues.  What traditions do you 
remember?
We have entered 2021!  Does it not feel good 
to leave 2020 behind?  We all looked forward to 
2020 to see more clearly and begin anew.  Well, 
that quickly took a turn.  Now, we begin again!  
Today’s reading from Isaiah 60:1-6 says, “Rise 
up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord shines upon you. See, 
darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds cover 
the peoples; but upon you the LORD shines, and 
over you appears his glory.  Nations shall walk 
by your light, and kings by your shining radiance. 
Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather 
and come to you: your sons come from afar, and 

your daughters in the arms of their nurses. Then 
you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart 
shall throb and overflow, for the riches of the 
sea shall be emptied out before you, the wealth 
of nations shall be brought to you. Caravans of 
camels shall fill you, dromedaries from Midian 
and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come bearing 
gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the 
praises of the LORD.”  Don’t you just want to 
read this over and over?  Oh, there is hope!  Oh, 
we can find joy and peace!
As we begin 2021 I just want to thank everyone 
who helped us through 2020.  Thank you to the 
staff at St. Olaf, thank you to all the volunteers 
and ministers.  Thank you to Samaritan 
Ministries and the care you give to so many.  
Thank you to “you,” our parishioners and friends, 
who have supported us with your contributions, 
your cards and notes, your love.  I am proud that 
we were able to keep our doors open for a safe 
place for people to come and find solace and 
peace.  Living the mission “To serve as a living 
sign of Christ’s saving presence in the heart of 
the city” is truly a blessing!
May you be blessed in this new year.  May God 
send healing and strength upon us.  May we all 
see the light, feel the light and bear the light as 
radiant servants in today’s world.  Be filled with 
peace, hope and joy!

215 SOUTH 8TH ST, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402



SAINTOLAF.ORG • PAGE 2

EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
January 3: Is 60: 1-6, Ps 72, Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6, Mt 2: 1-12
January 10: Is 42: 1-4, 6-7, Ps 29, Acts 10: 34-38, Mk 1: 7-11

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00 am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00 pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00 am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass AND 
our Sunday 10:00am Mass YouTube link: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live. On Facebook search for and like Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church, Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives 
all of our Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

VIRTUAL CHOIR
Choir members from four different Saint Olaf ensembles have 
made a special virtual choir video for Christmas. It was released 
on Christmas Eve and played at Mass on Christmas. To view this 
holiday treat from our music ministry, visit youtu.be/xCkVFVshOBI 
or find it on our website or YouTube channel. View this Christmas 
gift from our music ministry.

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL PERIOD ENDING - 
DID WE HEAR FROM YOU?
We are grateful for all who have responded to Saint Olaf’s 
Annual Stewardship Renewal for 2021. Before we close out the 
Annual Stewardship Renewal period we would like to take this 
final opportunity to ask those who have not yet completed a 
Stewardship Intention Card for this calendar year to prayerfully 
consider how you may be called to support Saint Olaf in 2021. 
Responding with your Annual Stewardship Intention for 2021 
helps us plan our annual budget and allocate our resources as good 
stewards of your gifts. We have responses from just under 25% 
of our parish households and would like to have that number be 
significantly closer to 100% participation. We need YOU!
2020 has been a difficult year for all of us, but Saint Olaf has 
worked hard to keep our doors open, our building clean and 
safe, provide quality sacraments – both live and livestreamed 
or broadcast, and serve the needs of the homeless and at risk 
in downtown Minneapolis. We cannot do this without YOU, our 
Parishioners, Associate Parishioners, and supportive guests. 
Please take the time to review how you may be able to assist Saint 
Olaf with our mission.  Complete your 2021 Annual Stewardship 
Intention online at www.SaintOlaf.org/Give, or with the Annual 
Stewardship Intention Card you received in your home. There 
are additional Stewardship Intention Cards in the acrylic displays 
at the entrances to the church. If you have questions about our 
Annual Stewardship Renewal, please contact Mary Kennedy, Parish 
Administrator for Saint Olaf, at MKennedy@SaintOlaf.org or at 
612-767-6204 during office hours.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ALL WHO ARE 
STRICKEN BY THE CORONAVIRUS
that God’s healing hand will stretch out over the world and awaken 
within us God’s love and healing. Thanks for your prayers!

IN MEMORIAM
Please pray for loved ones lost who are associated with Saint Olaf. 
News of any pending Funeral Masses or Memorial services will be 
posted when they are scheduled. Please check saintolaf.org and 
click on Funeral in the top right of any page to see any scheduled 
funerals.

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #25

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

WELCOME HOME
We have returned to our regular Mass schedule. Please be 
patient with us as we maneuver a new way of existing.
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before Mass 

starts (allow us to clean the Church between Masses)
• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the 

Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street
• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask and observe social distancing

Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3  
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, JANUARY 4
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
    

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6   
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7 
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8
OFFICES CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Dec 14 - 20 $54,713 $80,000 -$25,287

YTD through
Week #25 $560,028 $585,459 -$25,431

Annual Stewardship
Renewal Week 7

$557,189
Pledged

283
Respondents

25.43%
of Parish


