
When I was in kindergarten, I played 
a cow in the manger for our class 
Christmas play. Thankfully, I have added 
a few more skills to support my life’s 
work along the way. I had one line in the 
play (delivered flawlessly I recall) that I 
still remember to this day; “I gave Him 
my manger for His bed, I gave Him my 
straw to pillow His head.” Talk about 
making an impression! And even though 
there has not been a lot of calls for 
serving as a talking cow since then, the 
experience did cement my appreciation 
for the Nativity story, and the manger 
scene at an early age.
There are as many readings of the 
Nativity story as there are faithful 
people who from that first sacred 
night, witnessed the power of God’s 
love still heard in the story this time 
of year. I know a cow nor my line from 
the play are technically mentioned in 
the scripture stories. But we all have a 
view shaped by time and experiences 
and I hope the scripture passages of the 
Christmas season help to engage your 
view in a richer way, bringing healing to 
hurt, hope to despair and love to share 
with the world in need.
The gospel text from Matthew tells 
us about the response of the magi; 

the power of the star prompted them 
to journey to see where it might lead, 
they were overjoyed upon seeing it lead 
them to the place where the child was 
with his mother, and they bowed down 
and offered their treasured gifts. Wow! 
Add the shepherds, the angels and the 
heavenly host, and the layers of wonder, 
awe and amazement highlight the 
reason for the season.
We arrived at the Christmas season 
after four intentional weeks of Advent. 
So central is this mystery and power 
of God’s love that we then have a 
prolonged celebration into a season, not 
just Christmas Day. So what’s next? The 
whole point of the prep and prolonged 
celebration is to help us take this into 
the time that follows and share it with 
the world by the witness of our lives. 
We assume the shepherds went back 
to their flocks and we know the magi 
returned to their home country, no 
doubt telling the story of what they 
encountered. The light of Christ found 
in the star now dwells in each of us as 
disciples. The reading from Isaiah tells 
us the light of the Lord “shines on us” 
and that “nations shall walk by our light.” 
Do others see our light shine? What do 
we need to do to help others see it if 

they miss it? Even if we feel our light 
is dimmed for whatever reason, joining 
our light with another makes it brighter 
for all the world to see!
The star the magi followed focused the 
light on a vulnerable child and a mother 
who just gave birth. The light of Saint 
Olaf Catholic Church welcomes the 
vulnerable into our midst. Together, we 
are called to share our light with the 
nation, especially the most vulnerable, 
that all may know the power of God’s 
love. Happy Epiphany Saint Olaf!
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Broken pipes but not broken plans!
Frozen pipes brought a flood of water 
throughout the Exodus building next 
door to the church late on December 28, 
apparently due to a problem with upper 
floor heating. While water flowed from 
top to bottom, no structural damage 
has occurred. Clean-up began right 
away and a more thorough assessment 
of the cause is taking place as this goes 
to press. Insurance will cover the clean-
up and repairs. It is important to note 
that this unfortunate incident will not 
hurt the plans for the development 
of affordable housing in the Exodus 
building and on the rest of our campus. 
Stay tuned for more updates as they 
become available.  
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EVENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
January 8, Epiphany of the Lord: Is 60:1-6, Ps 72, Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6, 
Mt 2:1-12
January 15: Is 49:3, 5-6, Ps 40, 1 Cor 1:1-3, Jn 1:29-34

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON MCN CH 6
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am. 
Saint Olaf also live streams our Monday-Friday 12:00Noon Mass and 
our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live. 

PARTICIPATE IN THE ANNUAL
STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL
We hope to wrap up the Annual Stewardship Renewal and ask all to 
take the time to respond with your Stewardship Intention for 2023 as 
soon as possible.  Each gift makes a difference.  Your response is 
important for us to plan our budget effectively.  Please share your 
intention, even if you are unable to commit, or plan to keep your 
giving at the same level for the next year. Your gifts shared as you 
Pray – Serve – Share are acts of Intentional Discipleship. What will 
you do with the gifts you have been given? Please review, renew, and 
respond by turning in your Stewardship Intention Card or completing 
it online at SaintOlaf.org/AnnualRenewal. Additional forms are 
available in the acrylic stands at the Church entrances.

IN MEMORIAM
Please pray for loved ones lost who are associated with Saint Olaf.  
We will post news of any pending Funeral Masses or Memorial 
Services when they are scheduled.  Check saintolaf.org and click 
on Funeral in the top right corner of any page to see the scheduled 
funerals.

Kathleen “Kathy” Newton, parishioner, died December 8. 
Graveside memorial service at Fort Snelling on Wednesday, 
January 11, 2023, 1:45pm. 
Mary T. Griffin, parishioner, died December 26. Funeral occurred 
January 4.

IF YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION IS TO DIVE 
INTO YOUR FAITH, CHECK OUT THESE PODCASTS
Fr. Michael Schmitz’s podcast “Bible in a Year” has concluded but you 
can start anew anytime. Fr. Michael Schmitz will be beginning a 
podcast Catechism in a Year starting in January. It's never too late to 
start! You can follow at your own pace and listen from the comfort of 
your own home. And it is free!  Check it out: AscensionPress.com/
Pages/CatechismInAYear.

READ THE POST-SYNODAL PASTORAL LETTER; 
YOU WILL BE MY WITNESS
Archbishop Hebda requests all members of the Archdiocese to 
“Please read the Pastoral Letter and take it to prayer! Share the letter 
and discuss it with your pastors, your family and your fellow 
parishioners and friends! And then be open to the great surprises 
God has in store for us as we continue to walk, pray, listen and 
discern together.” To read the Pastoral Letter, go to 
archspm.org/synodletter or scan this QR code. 
The Archbishop’s video introducing the Pastoral 
Letter is also available at SaintOlaf.org and scroll 
down to News & Announcements on the main 
page.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• We support Facemasks. Wearing one is optional.
• Hand sanitizer is available
• If you are sick, please stay home

Building closes at 5:30pm Monday - Friday
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday
Chapel is open for private prayer from Monday – Friday, 7:30am – 
5:30pm
+ Livestreamed
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7
12:00 PM MASS
12:30PM CONFESSIONS 
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS+
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, JANUARY 9 
BAPTISM OF THE LORD – NOT A 
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION THIS YEAR
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
12:00 PM AA MEETING -  

EDUCATION ROOM 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL 
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS 
12:00 PM MASS+
 12:30 PM CONFESSIONS 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:00 AM AA MEETING -   

EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
  6:30 PM SAINT OLAF PARISH

CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS +
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13 
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL   
7:30 AM CONFESSIONS 
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS+

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14
12:00 PM MASS
12:30PM CONFESSIONS 
12:30 PM  ROSARY - CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #24
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Dec 12 - 25 $109,608 $80,000 $29,608
YTD through Week #26 $677,325 $670,349 $6,976
ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP 

WEEK #5
PLEDGED RESPONDENTS % OF PARISH
$367,953 204 18.33%

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf.

A STUDY OF SAINT POPE JOHN PAUL II'S 
APOSTOLIC LETTER, MULIERIS DIGNITATEM 
Fr. Wehmann presents on The Dignity and the Vocation of 
Women two days this month: Monday, January 23, and Monday, 
January 30, both days from 12:30pm-1:00pm. Print and read 
the first four chapters of the letter for the first class. To access 
the letter and for more information, visit SaintOlaf.org and 
scroll down to News & Announcements on the main page.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD




