
ORDINARY TIME
JANUARY 19, 2020

my paths came together for a fun evening.  
It could not have been better except for the 
roads which kept many people home, but 
that was out of our control.

Take some time to be good to yourself 
these days.  January is a good time to curl 
up with a good book and a blanket as the 
cold weather settles in.  Greetings to all the 
“snowbirds” who have migrated south for 
a time.  I hope you are reading this bulletin 
on-line.  You are not forgotten!  We pray for 
you.  I hope you are remembering us.

Monday, January 20th, is Martin Luther 
King Day.  The parish offices will be closed. 
Masses will remain at 7:00 am and 12:00 
noon. 

The Saint Paul Winter Carnival begins 
this week.  If you have not ventured over 
to Saint Paul for a Winter Carnival event, 
try one this year.  From Ice Sculptures to 
parades it is usually a good time.  All events 
usually happen downtown St. Paul, check 
their website for more information.  

Soon we will be providing more information 
about the Annual Catholic Services Appeal 
and the Discipleship Making Survey.  The 
Discipleship Making Survey is part of the 
Synod Process, another avenue to get your 
feedback.  Stay tuned!

John the Baptist says in today’s gospel, 
“Now I have seen and testified that he is 
the Son of God.”  John of course is talking 
about Jesus.  As we walk in Ordinary Time, 
how do we go about witnessing in our lives 
to the fact that, “Now I have seen and 
testify that Jesus is the Son of God.”  We 
are called to evangelize and I am thankful 
for the many who evangelize without even 
knowing it.  From the minute one walks in 
the doors at Saint Olaf, one is greeted and 
welcomed.  Our new signage helps people 
find where they want to go while others 
are asked, “Can I help you find something?” 
as we see a bewildered look on their faces.  
From our welcoming reception desk to 
our ushers and greeters to our cantor 
to our priests, one would be befuddled 
not to think they were welcomed.  All 
parishioners do a great job of witnessing 
to Jesus Christ as we celebrate Eucharist 
together in the Church and in the Forliti 
Gathering Room after Sunday Masses, 
chatting and getting to know one another.  
There is a buzz about Saint Olaf and I am 
happy to hear that buzz.  Even on the 
streets, people are talking about Saint Olaf 
and what we are doing.  I do not feel we 
are doing anything unusual; we are simply 
witnessing to the fact that Jesus is the Son 
of God and we love that people can come 

and encounter Jesus within our community.  
Thanks to everyone who helps to provide a 
welcoming and safe place for all to gather.

How do we bring Jesus with us into the 
world?  We bring Jesus with us in our hearts.   
People can see and hear in our actions and 
words how much we believe and what kind 
of love we have for Jesus.  By our words 
and actions people will be mystified and 
ask themselves, “There is something 
different about this person.  I wonder what 
it is.” Sometimes they might ask, other 
times they might just sit back and observe.  
We are all called to bring Jesus with us into 
whatever we do and invite others to know 
Jesus as they come to know us.  We can 
testify by keeping God’s commandments 
of loving God and loving our neighbor.  Keep 
living your walk with Jesus and know that 
people can see in you the goodness you 
carry even if you think they cannot.

As we have taken Christmas down all 
around us, I do want to thank again all who 
sent greetings, dropped off goodies to 
the priests, the staff and me.  Christmas 
is always a joy-filled time and we were 
spoiled by so many goodies.  I also want 
to thank all who helped with and attended 
my “Surprise 60th Birthday Party.”  It was 
a great time as many people from many of 
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS
Jan 19: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34
Jan 26: Is 8:23-9:3; Ps 27; 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL PERIOD ENDING- 
WE STILL HAVE NOT HEARD FROM YOU!
We are completing the Annual Stewardship Renewal period and 
would like to take this final opportunity to ask those who have not 
yet completed a Stewardship Intention Card for this calendar year to 
prayerfully consider how you may be called to support Saint Olaf in 
2020. Responding with your Annual Stewardship Intention for 2020 
helps us plan our annual budget and allocate our resources as good 
stewards of your gifts. We have responses from 25% of our parish 
households and would like to have that number be significantly 
closer to 100% participation. We need YOU!

The gifts from our Parishioners, Associate Parishioners, frequent 
contributors, and visitors help Saint Olaf provide excellent liturgies, 
retain our talented staff, serve all who come through our doors via 
our programs and ministries, and maintain our building and grounds. 

Complete your 2020 Annual Stewardship Intention online at the 
Saint Olaf Website, or with the Annual Stewardship Intention 
Card you received in your home. There are additional Stewardship 
Intention Cards in the Acrylic displays at the entrances to the church. 
If you have questions about our Annual Stewardship Renewal, 
please contact Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator for Saint Olaf, at 
MKennedy@SaintOlaf.org or at 612-767-6204 during office hours.

ARCHDIOCESAN SYNOD – UPCOMING PRAYER 
AND LISTENING SESSIONS
January 25, 9am – noon, St. Peter Claver, St. Paul

January 28, 6pm – 9pm, Pax Christi, Eden Prairie

February 1, 9am – noon, St. Stephen, will be in English and Spanish  

What’s working and what’s not in the Archdiocese? Archbishop 
Bernard Hebda wants to hear from you! Please prayerfully consider 
attending an upcoming Prayer and Listening Event, as part of 
the Pre-Synod Process and make your voice heard. Your input will 
help guide the Archdiocese over the next 5-10 years.

FEBRUARY 2 IS THE FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION 
OF THE LORD
Candles will be blessed at all weekend Masses. You may bring 
candles from home for the blessing. Saint Olaf will not provide 
candles for home use. 

FREE PARKING AT SAINT OLAF 
Saint Olaf surface parking lot on the corner of 8th Street and 3rd Avenue 
Minneapolis Club Ramp – the entrance is across 8th Street from Saint Olaf. Saint 
Olaf has entered into an agreement with the Minneapolis Club for parking on 
Saturdays, Sundays, and Holy Days during Mass times.
10th Street surface lots and 2nd Avenue. Saint Olaf has been extended a gift of 
free parking, but it is ONLY for the 10th Street and 2nd Avenue section of this lot and 
ONLY for weekend Mass. You must display a “Saint Olaf” card on your dashboard. 
Cards are available at the Forliti Foyer Reception desk or from the ushers.
121 Tower Ramp – (was known as the TCF) across 2nd Avenue from Saint Olaf. To 
exit the ramp without paying, you must have a voucher. Vouchers are available at 
the Forliti Foyer Reception desk or from the ushers.

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Dec 30 -Jan 5 $74,631 $35,000 $39,631

YTD through Week #27 $815,495 $786,312 $29,183

Annual  Stewardship 
Renewal  Week 9

$530,197 280 
Respondents

25.83% of parish

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #27
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EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

Saturday, January 18
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM RCIA 
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY 
  2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL 
  4:00 PM MASS 

Sunday, January 19
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS
  5:00 PM DINNER WITH EXODUS RESIDENTS 

Monday, January 20
OFFICE CLOSED FOR MLK DAY
  7:00 AM        MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM        MASS 
Tuesday, January 21
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 

Wednesday, January 22
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
  6:00 PM ALANON
  6:30 PM PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL 

Thursday, January 23
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS

Friday, January 24
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
10:00 AM KNITTING CLUB
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Saturday, January 25
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM RCIA 
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY 
  4:00 PM MASS 


