
Every year between the seasons of 
Christmas and Lent, we get a few weeks 
of Ordinary Time (about seven and a half, 
this year). Sometimes it can feel a little 
like empty, “ordinary” time. It’s after the 
hustle and bustle and joy and celebration 
of the Christmas season, and before the 
time of Lent where we somberly fast 
and solemnly prepare our hearts for the 
triumph of Easter.
So, the time we’re in now is just a few 
weeks between prominent seasons, but 
in truth, there’s nothing “ordinary” at all 
about this chapter in the salvation story of 
the liturgical year.
A quirk of language may make us 
English-speakers think about Ordinary 
Time in an unintended way. English, a 
Germanic language at its core, has been 
heavily influenced by other languages its 
speakers have come into close contact 
with throughout history, especially French, 
after the Norman conquest of England in 
the 11th century. Due to the influence 
of the Normans and of the Church, 
words from Old French and Latin both 
entered the English language 
concurrently, but sometimes with 
slightly different meanings. The 
French language itself came about 
from the evolution of Vulgar 

(common) Latin, whereas the Latin of the 
church was more-or-less frozen in time as an 
Ecclesial language. These two languages both 
injected English with large amounts of 
vocabulary, to the point that nearly 60% of our 
modern English vocabulary stems from 
either French or Latin.
The word "ordinary" came into the English 
language sometime around the year 
1400, from Old French ordinarie meaning 
“ordinary” or “usual” and also from Latin 
ordinarius meaning “customary, regular, 
orderly.” The root word in Latin is ordo, 
meaning “row, rank, series, arrangement,” 
which is where our English word "order" 
comes from. The meaning of the word 
"ordinary" in English drifted a little over 
time, so that by the late 16th century, it 
came to mean something more like 
“common in occurrence, not distinguished in 
any way.” So, one might think that 
Ordinary Time is just that - "ordinary" 
time: a time in the church year in which 
nothing particularly special is happening. 
However, that is not the case! The word 
"ordinary" in Ordinary Time comes instead 
from the Latin word ordinalis which refers to 
numbers in a series (think of ordinal 
numbers, for example), or “showing order” or 
“an order of succession.” Ordinalis also stems 
from that same root word ordo. 

So, liturgically speaking, "Ordinary Time" 
is essentially referring to something 
numbered - in this case, the Sundays and 
weeks of the year - not to ordinarius, or 
something “customary” or “regular.” It’s a 
small but important distinction between 
the meanings of the two words. Before 
the Second Vatican Council, Ordinary 
Time followed a different terminology: 
these winter weeks used to be called the 
Sundays after Epiphany, which is how they 
are still named in some other liturgical 
churches.
Just as each liturgical season has its 
particular colors, so in Ordinary Time, 
green is the standard liturgical color. Green is 
a symbol of hope and the bringing of life 
to each new day, and represents the 
anticipation of the resurrection of Christ. 
In that way, the green of these few short 
weeks of Ordinary Time is an important 
and even poignant reminder to us as we 
make our way through the grips of 
Minnesota winter; as this is the time of 
year where the winter season really drags 
on and wears out its welcome - so we can 
even interpret the green of Ordinary Time in a 
temporal way, as a refreshing gift at each 
celebration of the Mass, and a reminder 
of what is to come with the flourishing of 
spring, physically and spiritually.
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
January 23: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10, Ps 19, 1 Cor 12: 12-30, Lk 1: 1-4, 4:14-21 
January 30: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19, Ps 71, 1 Cor 12:31-13:13, Lk 4:21-30

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf live streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass 
and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live. On Facebook, search for and like: Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church, Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives all 
of our Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

PARTICIPATE IN THE ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL 
Help us wrap up the Annual Stewardship Renewal by submitting 
your completed Intention Card for 2022 now. It is very helpful to 
inform Saint Olaf how your household is Called to Serve in 2022.  
There are additional forms in the acrylic stands at the Church 
entrances or complete your form online, SaintOlaf.org/renewal.  

LIVING YOUR STRENGTHS CLASSES STARTING IN MARCH
Join in a small group format, using an assessment tool developed by 
Gallup, and learn about your God-given strengths and how you can 
use your gifts to be the person God calls you to be in your work/
school, relationships, and faith life. 4-week in person or on-line 
classes start in person on Tuesday afternoons on March 8 and on-
line Wednesday evenings on March 9.  Cost is $20. Contact Mary 
Kennedy at 612-767-6204 or MKennedy@SaintOlaf.org for more 
details. Class size is limited so reserve your space today!

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION REGISTER NOW
If you have youth in need of Sacramental Preparation for First 
Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and Confirmation, please contact the parish 
office to add your name to the interest list. Classes will be starting soon. 

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS WITH FR. KEVIN
regarding the Tabernacle re-positioning, FrKKenney@SaintOlaf.org

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• The wearing of masks is mandated in the City of Minneapolis 
– please observe social distancing

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22
12:00 PM 
12:30 PM 
12:30 PM 
  4:00 PM 

MASS
CONFESSIONS
ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL 
VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
MONDAY, JANUARY 24
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25
  7:00 AM 
  7:30 AM 
12:00 PM 
12:30 PM 

MASS
CONFESSIONS
MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED) 
No Confessions due to Episcopal Ordination

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:00 AM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY, JANUARY 28
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
SATURDAY, JANUARY 29
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #28ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL
Annual Stewardship

Renewal Week #7
PLEDGED RESPONDENTS  % OF PARISH

$544,184 269 24.84%
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Jan 3 - 9 $17,528 $20,000 -$2,472
YTD - Week #28 $713,688 $788,045 -$74,357




