
PRESENTATION OF THE LORD
FEBRUARY 2, 2020

SAINT OLAF CATHOLIC CHURCH  •  MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA  •  612-332-7471  • SAINTOLAF.ORG

PRESENTATION OF THE LORD
by Fr. Kevin Kenney

It has been forty days since our celebration 
of Christmas and I am still trying to take 
down all my Christmas decorations that I 
finally had in place on December 26.  It truly 
is a joy-filled season and today we wrap 
up these 40 days with the Presentation 
of the Lord at the temple.  We celebrate 
Jesus’ presentation in the temple in 
obedience to the Law of Moses, requiring 
that the first-born son is presented in the 
Temple.  This feast reminds us of our own 
baptisms when, as part of the rite, we are 
presented in the Church and the parents 
request baptism for their child.  As part of 
Jesus’ presentation, we celebrate another 
“epiphany” where the revelation of Jesus 
as the Messiah is spoken through the 
canticle and words of Simeon and the 
testimony of Anna.  What a day it was 
in the temple and the child’s father and 
mother were “amazed” at what was 
said.  We hear today, “When they had 
fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law 
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town where the child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom.”
Have you ever asked what happened 
at your baptism?  Do you realize the 
potential and grace we all received?  My 
mother continues to tell me the story of 
how on my baptism day my godmother 
was unable to attend so my grandmother 
stepped in.  As my grandmother took 
me in her arms, she asked, “What little 

boy will you be?”  During the Rite of 
Baptism, after the parents have asked 
for their child to be baptized, the parents 
then listen to and answer the following 
statement and question.  “You have asked 
for your child to be baptized.  In doing so, 
you are accepting the responsibility of 
training your child in the practice of the 
faith.  It will be your duty to bring your 
child up to keep God’s commandments 
as Christ taught us by loving God and 
our neighbor.  Do you clearly understand 
what you are undertaking?”  Parents 
always answer “yes” and the godparents 
agree to help them but do we really 
“clearly understand” what this child will 
be?  Mary and Joseph were amazed at 
the words that were said about Jesus and 
I assume most parents are in awe over 
their new child.  We can only pray that 
the children grow in faith, become strong 
and are filled with wisdom as Jesus was.  
What a gift it is as we realize that God’s 
favor rests upon us and we live into that 
favor each day as we love God and our 
neighbor.
This weekend, we will bless any candles 
that you bring from home.  Like the 
blessing of the home on Epiphany, we 
bring blessed candles into our homes to 
allow the light of Jesus Christ to shine 
throughout the year, another epiphany.  
I assume battery operated candles can 
be blessed and used throughout the year 

too, keeping your homes safe.
Some cultures raise the child Jesus from 
the manger today and place him in a 
prominent place in the house.  This too is 
a reminder that Jesus, Emmanuel, stays 
with us throughout the year and walks 
with us as we grow in wisdom and grace.

Thanks to all who have reported that 
they have attended a Listening Session 
as part of the Synod process.  There 
are plenty more so, if you have not had 
a chance to attend one, there are more 
options.
February is upon us and we have survived 
another January.  January was not as 
rough as past Januarys have been so we 
thank God for that.  We have a few more 
weeks until we enter the Lenten Season 
so let us keep enjoying this mild winter 
weather and get outdoors.
My trip to Sahuayo and San Benito in 
Michoacán, Mexico went well.  The 
weather was pleasant and I was able to 
spend quality time with friends.  It is truly 
a blessing to see how God is working 
throughout the world and even in the 
humblest of places, the wealth of faith 
continues to grow. 
Blessed February and Candlemas Day to 
all!
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

Readings for Sunday Mass
Feb 2: Mal 3: 1-4; Ps 24: 7- 10; Heb 2:14 – 18; Lk 2:22 – 40 or 2:22 – 32 
Feb 9: Is 58: 7-10; Ps 112; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16

The Feast of St. Blaise
The feast of St. Blaise, physician and martyr is this Monday, 
February 3. It is traditional to ask the intercession of St. Blaise to 
protect us from illnesses of the throat. The blessing of throats will 
follow our 7 am and 12 noon Masses.

Saint Olaf Book Club
Saint Olaf Book Club will meet next Sunday, February 9, from 2:30 
to 3:30. We will be in the conference room by the parish office. 

Archdiocesan Synod | Upcoming Prayer and Listening Sessions
February 1st, 9am – noon, St. Stephen, will be in English and Spanish 
February 15, 9am – noon, Lumen Christi, St. Paul
Take the Disciple Maker Index Survey starting February 1 and 
running through March 1. Let your voice be heard. You can follow 
the online link: DiscipleMakerIndex.com or pick up a paper copy and 
complete it and return it to Saint Olaf.
Parish Mission in the Heart of the City (PMHC)
Save the Date! Register online at SaintOlaf.org
Join us from 7:00-9:00 am on Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
featuring Fr. Michael Joncas, “A Place Called Home” PMHC is an 
initiative funded in honor of retired Saint Olaf pastor, Fr. Patrick 
Kennedy. Each session is $25 and includes breakfast.  
7:00 am | Registration/Breakfast (Mass also available)
7:30 am | Presentation
8:15 am | Break for those needing to leave/commence Q & A/
Discussion.

The 2020 Catholic Services Appeal starts in one month. Each 
year, the Catholic Services Appeal funds 20 Designated Ministries 
including:
• Over 30 local food pantries that distribute nearly 4 million

pounds of food.
• Hospital chaplains serving over 100,000 Catholics.
• Over $2.5 million in Catholic school scholarships and support.
Contributions go directly to the Designated Ministries. To learn 
more, go to www.csafspm.org.

Saint Olaf Samaritan Ministry
Is in need of sheets and blankets for guests being served each 
week. New, or gently used sets are most welcome and appreciated. 
Items may be dropped off during the week or when you come for 
mass on the weekend. Thank you for your assistance.

Votive Candle Donations
Special thanks to the volunteers who clean and restock the votive 
candles in our beautiful side chapels. Thank you also to everyone 
who offers a donation when you light a votive candle. Currently your 
offerings almost cover the monthly purchase of new candles and 
the replacement of glass sleeves as the need arises. The minimum 
suggested donation is $3.00 for every three day candle and $1.00 
for every four hour candle. Your donations make a difference! Thank 
you.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY 
 2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2
 6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3
 7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
 7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY 
  8:30 AM SHOE BUS 
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
 7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
  6:00 PM ALANON
 6:30 PM PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6
 7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
 7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY 
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
10:00 AM KNITTING CLUB
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM RCIA 
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY 
 2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS 

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK 29
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

January 13-19 $14,886 $15,000 $-114
YTD through

Week #29 $851,677 $819,312 $32,365


