
as a child. Light brought color to a 
challenging and horrific time when the 
images on a black and white TV did 
not paint the whole picture, but 
evoked fear on a nation. At the Legacy 
Museum in Montgomery, we reflected 
on the slave movement in the US, the 
heaviness of the 60's, the Civil Rights 
movement, peaceful marches and 
protests, modern day lynching, 
bombings, killing of 4 young girls in 
the basement of 16th Avenue Baptist 
Church, Martin Luther King, Jr and his 
companions on a journey towards 
freedom, justice, and peaceful unity, 
which shed light on our past and on 
our current day situation. Sure, it 
would be easy to push it all back into 
the darkness of those times but the 
light reveals the continual commitment 
needed for healing, reparation, and an 
attractiveness that brings out the 
goodness in the other and allows it to 
develop. When we reflect, when we 
repent, when we feed, when we 
clothe, when we shelter, when we 
recognize and admit the injustices 
that exist still, then the light shines on 
truth and justice and we no longer 
need to live in the fear of darkness 
but live into a light of hope. Hope brings 
change, flavor, dreams, and a vision into 
reality, moving from human so-called 
wisdom to the power of God. The spirit 
of God bestows power, love, and self-

control that moves us from a spirit of 
cowardice to live what the Gospel calls 
forth from us, having our light shine 
before others. Our lives as Christians 
and Catholics have always been to live 
as light and salt for the world. Will 
you allow your light of faith to shine 
before others? Blessing and gratitude for 
all that you do and how your light does 
shine.
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“YOUR LIGHT MUST SHINE BEFORE OTHERS”
Fr. Kevin Kenney, Pastor

January is behind us and the light of 
day grows brighter. We rarely saw 
the sun In January and now we are 
coming out of a cold snap that we 
hope will be one of the last. These can 
be dark days and feel heavy upon us, 
exhausting our energy and ability to 
focus. The hope is that there are 
brighter and warmer days ahead. 
What does light bring into the darkness? 
Does light add anything to what is 
already there? No, but light allows us to 
see what we might stumble upon in the 
darkness. Darkness does not allow us to 
know the truth, walk forward freely, or 
see the beauty around us. Light brings us 
into relationship with our surroundings. 
We see objects, people, and the truth. 
Light attracts us to get involved or allows 
us to walk back into the darkness where 
we may be freed from the captivity of 
fear and ignorance. The beauty of light 
shows us reality. Light allows us to see 
the need to feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, shelter the oppressed. Light 
allows us to remove oppression, false 
accusations and malicious speech 
because we can see the consequences of 
these actions. God's word brings light to 
our souls and shines within us to see the 
gifts we can share.
My travels to Atlanta, Birmingham, 
Selma and Montgomery shone a light 
upon the reality of what I watched on TV
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The light of implementing “You will be 
my Witnesses, Gathered and Sent from 
the Upper Room,” Archbishop Hebda’s 
Pastoral Letter to the Archdiocese of 
Saint Paul/Minneapolis shines brighter as 
“Kick-Off” sessions were held for Parish 
Implementation Teams and the School of 
Discipleship will begin this week. Fr. Kevin 
has invited a group of twelve parishioners to 
serve on the Synod Evangelization Team for 
Saint Olaf. This Team will attend the 
School of Discipleship and reflect on 
ways to implement in the parish this call to 
evangelization. (The School of Discipleship 
is open to everyone and is an on-going 
offering of the Catechetical Institute. The 
course runs for 7 Tuesdays, February 7–
March 21, from 7:00–8:30 pm. The 
registration fee is $125 and anyone can 
register. Sessions take place at Our Lady of 
Grace in Edina. For more information on the 
School of Discipleship, go to cistudent. com/
The-Experience. ) 
Please pray for our team as we allow the light 
of Jesus and the Word of God to shine upon us.

Sculpture by Hank Willis Thomas.
Photos taken during Fr. Kevin's pilgrimage with 
the  Interfaith Clergy Group of Minneapolis to 
the National Memorial to Peace & Justice in 
Montgomery, Alabama.
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EVENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
February 5: Is 58:7-10, Ps 112, 1 Cor 2:1-5, Mt 5:13-16 
February 12: Sir 15: 15-20, Ps 119, 1 Cor 2:6-10, Mt 5:17-37

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON MCN CH 6
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 
on Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 
10:00am. Saint Olaf also live streams our Monday-Friday 
12:00Noon Mass and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: 
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live. 

CENTERING PRAYER MONTHLY ONSITE 
GATHERING FEBRUARY 4
The Saint Olaf Centering Prayer Group has welcomed all to join 
in prayer for over 30 years. Since the pandemic, this group 
gathers three weeks of the month online, but the first Saturday 
of the month is in person at Saint Olaf in the Forliti Gathering 
Room beginning at 10:00am. All are welcome to join in prayer.

THE RETURN OF THE KNITTING GROUP
Saint Olaf announces the return of our Knitting Group. These 
knitters of all skill levels have created shawls, mittens, scarves, 
and hats for distribution to our Samaritan Ministry guests. The 
group gathers on Friday mornings from 10:00am-11:30am to 
knit together and/or receive help with their personal projects. If 
you have yarn or needles that you would like to donate to the 
group, please bring them to the Front Reception Desk and the 
group can spin your leftover craft project items into cozy and 
warm creations to stave off the cold. For more info contact 
parishioner David Fillman at d.a.fillman@gmail.com.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY BEGINS MARCH 1
Given our parish theme this year to live as an intentional 
disciple, all women at Saint Olaf Parish are invited to join a 
Women's Bible Study! We will meet on Wednesdays from 
6:30pm - 7:30pm at the parish starting on Wednesday March 
1st.  We will be studying the readings for the following Sunday. 
For more information, please contact Margaret Adams at: 
margaretadams703@gmail.com.  All women of any age are 
most welcome!  

SAMARITAN MINISTRY NEEDS
Samaritan Ministry is in need of sheets, blankets, comforters 
and bath towels for our guests. We ask that items be new, or 
clean and in good repair. You may drop them off at the front 
desk the next time you are at Saint Olaf. Thank you!

READ THE POST-SYNODAL PASTORAL LETTER; 
YOU WILL BE MY WITNESS
Archbishop Hebda requests all members of the Archdiocese to 
to read his Pastoral Letter! For access, go to archspm.org/
synodletter or scan this QR code. The Archbishop’s 
video introducing the Pastoral Letter is also 
available at saintolaf.org and scroll down to 
News & Announcements on the main page.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• We support Facemasks. Wearing one is optional.
• Hand sanitizer is available
• If you are sick, please stay home

Building closes at 5:30pm Monday - Friday
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday
Chapel is open for private prayer from Monday – Friday, 7:30am – 5:30pm
+ Livestreamed
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
10:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER

MONTHLY GATHERING
FORLITI GATHERING
ROOM

12:00 PM MASS
12:30PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
 4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
 6:00 AM MASS
 8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS+
12:00 PM MASS
 4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6
 7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
12:00 PM AA MEETING -  

EDUCATION ROOM 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
 7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
 12:30 PM CONFESSIONS 
  7:00 PM SCHOOL OF  

DISCIPLESHIP
OUR LADY OF GRACE
EDINA
SEE THE BOXED   
ANNOUNCEMENT IN FR.
KEVIN’S ARTICLE FOR MORE
INFORMATION

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
 7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
 7:00 AM AA MEETING -   

EDUCATION ROOM
 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
 6:30 PM SAINT OLAF PARISH

CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
 7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS +
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
 6:30 PM FROM AGE TO AGE

CHOIR REHEARSAL

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
 7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
10:30 AM KNITTING GROUP

FORLITI GATHERING
ROOM

11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS+

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
12:00 PM MASS
12:30PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM  ROSARY - CHAPEL
 4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #30
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Jan 16 - 22 $13,062 $22,750 -$9,688
YTD through Week #30 $797,221 $808,599 -$11,378
ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP 

WEEK #9
PLEDGED RESPONDENTS % OF PARISH
$512,993 261 23.45%

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf.




