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SETTING THE ORDINARY OF THE MASS TO MUSIC
by Joel Anderson, Director of Music

There’s a sign on the wall in the choir room 
that reads, “Bach gave us God’s Word; 
Mozart gave us God’s laughter; Beethoven 
gave us God’s fire. God gave us music that 
we might pray without words.” While prayer 
without words is indeed one of music’s 
finest features, in liturgy, we also seek to 
unite sacred texts with music to enhance 
our prayer and glorify God. Throughout the 
history of the Church, composers have been 
setting the Ordinary of the Mass (i.e., the 
Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, etc.) to music. Settings 
of the Mass are found among the earliest 
surviving written musical compositions. 
Many of these have been enduring; some 
dating from the Medieval and Renaissance 
eras are still being sung and recorded 
today (although usually as concert music). 
Composers in the Baroque, Classical, 
and Romantic eras wrote beautiful and 
elaborate settings of the Mass. Bach’s Mass 
in b minor, Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis, and 
Mozart’s Requiem Mass are but a few shining 
gems amidst a plethora of examples. The 
tradition continues today, with composers 
writing settings of the Mass that may be 
intended for liturgical use or for concert-
hall performances. In recent decades, 
composers of liturgical music have written 
hundreds of Mass settings that seek to 
promote congregational participation. Each 

composer brings their own unique voice, 
experience, and perspectives about God and 
the Eucharist to their musical settings of the 
Mass.
Since God is so much greater, vaster, and 
more wonderful than our limited mortal 
minds can fathom, it follows that music 
of a wide variety of styles and inspirations 
can be employed to set the liturgical texts. 
Just as the Catholic Church is universal and 
spans so many cultures and peoples, the 
multitudinous settings of the Mass reflect 
this beautiful diversity. Although style, taste, 
and application vary and can be subjective, 
certain broad features tend to apply in 
context. The music for the Kyrie (“Lord, have 
mercy…”) may take the form of a gentle 
supplication; or express quiet awe, even 
trepidation, at coming before God’s presence 
in our imperfect human state. Settings 
of the Gloria are often exuberant, joyous, 
even cheerful; or perhaps more markedly 
attempt to convey the solemnity of the act 
of glorifying God, with a certain grandeur or 
stateliness. The Sanctus may be mighty and 
powerful (especially when considering the 
old translation, “God of power and might”), 
or perhaps it places more emphasis on the 
compassionate nature of an all-powerful 
but all-loving God. The Great Amen often 

seeks to unify and “wrap-up” the Eucharistic 
prayers, and the musical elements 
thereof, into one resplendent and succinct 
acclamation. The Lamb of God may depart 
into a slightly different musical direction; it 
is often more tender and meditative. These 
are but a few characteristics.
At Saint Olaf, like at many parishes, we use 
a variety of Mass settings throughout the 
year. This is intended to reflect upon and 
set the tone for the liturgical season, and to 
bring fresh perspectives to the sacred texts. 
The music can both inform and be informed 
by the season, and become intertwined with 
it. For example, can you imagine singing the 
same Eucharistic Acclamations during Lent 
that we recently sang during the Christmas 
season? I think most people would agree 
that they would not feel fitting for the Lenten 
journey in the context of our parish. How 
would you characterize the Mass setting 
that we are currently singing at Saint Olaf? 
Take a moment to think about some of your 
favorite musical settings of the Ordinary of 
the Mass, whether they’re for the liturgy or 
the concert hall. What characteristics does 
the music bring out? What do you like about 
those settings, and how do they influence 
and edify your prayer and the prayer of the 
gathered assembly?
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
February 7: Jb 7: 1-4, 6-7, Ps 147, 1 Cor 9: 16-19, 22-23, Mk 1: 29-39
February 14: Lv 13: 1-2, 44-46, Ps 32, 1 Cor 10:31- 11:1, Mk 1: 40-45

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00 pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00 am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass AND 
our Sunday 10:00am Mass YouTube link: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live. Facebook Search for and like: Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church, Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives 
all of our Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

LENT IS AROUND THE CORNER
Mardi Gras weekend falls on Saint Valentine’s day this year, 
February 13/14. After all Masses we will have something sweet to 
share with all.
Ash Wednesday is on February 17. Masses with dispensation of 
ashes will be at 7:00am, 10:00am, 12:00noon, and 5:15pm. In 
addition, ashes will be available all day, Wednesday, February 17. 
Inquire at the reception desk. 

GRATEFUL FOR YOUR STIMULUS GIFTS
Saint Olaf is grateful to our members who have decided to tithe 
or donate their entire stimulus check to support the mission and 
ministries of this parish. These gifts, along with all of the generous 
support allow Saint Olaf to live our mission out loud, serving as a 
living sign of Christ’s saving presence in the heart of the city. 
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #30

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before Mass 

starts (allow us to clean the Church between Masses)
• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the 

Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street
• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask and observe social distancing

Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12
OFFICES CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Jan 18-24 $14,406 $14,015 $391

YTD through
Week #30 $787,844 $721,519 $66,325

Three more of the 20 Programs supported by the Catholic 
Services Appeal Foundation.

DEAF MINISTRY
Providing pastoral care and the full scope of liturgy and the 
sacraments for deaf Catholics.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FUNDING
Providing financial support to Catholic elementary schools in 
great need.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS
Supporting students in need at every Catholics elementary 
school in our Archdiocese. CSAF raises the funds for these 
scholarships and partners with the Aim Higher Foundation 
which facilitates the collection of information and distribution 
of scholarships.

Together in Hope
The Catholic Services Appeal Foundation is an independent foundation partnering with fellow 
Catholics to share Christ’s love with neighbors in need through ministries that serve the poor, 
support life and strengthen the Faith.

GIVECSAF.ORG

Your gift brings hope.
12,000
PEOPLE PER WEEK 
RECEIVING FRESH 
GROCERIES AND 
HYGIENE ITEMS

33,000
YOUNG PEOPLE BEING 
STRENGTHENED IN THE 
CATHOLIC FAITH

28,000
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 
BENEFITING 
FROM IN-PERSON 
LEARNING

OVER

50
FUTURE PRIESTS 
RECEIVING TUITION 
ASSISTANCE, 
ROOM AND BOARD 

1,300
WOMEN & FAMILIES  
PROVIDED WITH  
PRO-LIFE SUPPORT

1,200
HOT MEALS 
SERVED MONTHLY

635
PEOPLE PROVIDED 
WITH HOUSING/
EMERGENCY 
SHELTER EACH 
MONTH

Thousands
RECEIVING LIFE-GIVING 
CARE VIA HOSPITAL 
CHAPLAINS


