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YOUR LIGHT MUST SHINE BEFORE OTHERS
by Fr. Kevin Kenney

Our mission at Saint Olaf is to serve as 
a living sign of Christ’s saving presence 
in the heart of the city.  Jesus states in 
today’s gospel, “You are a light to the 
world.  Your light must shine before 
others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.”  
By serving as a living sign of Christ’s 
saving power, we must continue to allow 
our light to shine and our salt to stay 
fresh.  As we listen to God’s word and 
participate in the Eucharist, we recharge 
ourselves to be that light for the world to 
see.  Our good deeds are plentiful and we 
do not necessarily like to pat ourselves on 
the back but a day at Saint Olaf can be a 
treat to recharge, renew and recommit to 
serving as Christ’s saving presence.

It is Monday as I write this article and 
we are coming off an invigorating 
weekend where we greeted many 
visitors, welcomed regular parishioners 
and allowed our light to shine in many 
different ways.  The sun was out, the 
weather was warm, the birds were 
chirping and many people were milling 
around downtown and around Saint 
Olaf.  Our hospitality ministry served 
delightful Sunday treats and coffee as 
people sat around and talked of all the 
weekend events.  I walked the exterior 
of our building, sprucing up the area as 
the snow thawed leaving remnants of 
many who had stood waiting for the 

bus.  Walking the exterior of our building, 
I thanked God for our presence, the new 
sidewalks, and the appearance of Saint 
Olaf in the heart of the city.  A light shines 
forth from us, tucked away in the shadow 
of many larger buildings, which invites 
people to come in and be renewed.

On Monday, we had the “Shoe Bus” in our 
parking lot.  Adult Shelter Connect, Saint 
Olaf and an anonymous donor, sponsored 
the “Shoe Bus”.  Our Gathering Room was 
filled with excited and thankful people 
waiting for their opportunity for a new 
pair of shoes.  It was delightful and the 
people were very gracious as they helped 
themselves to eggs, sweet rolls and 
coffee or tea.  Just under two hundred 
people were given the opportunity for 
new shoes.  What a blessing!  Thanks to 
the volunteers who helped facilitate the 
crowd and thanks to those who serve in 
our Samaritan Ministries, allowing Saint 
Olaf to be a light for many.  Our reading 
from Isaiah states, “Share your bread 
with the hungry, shelter the oppressed 
and the homeless; clothe the naked when 
you see them, and do not turn your back 
on your own.  Then your light shall break 
forth like the dawn.”  Thank you to all, who 
week after week, bring in clothes, shoes, 
canned goods and household items and 
fill our blue bins in the vestibule so that 
we can do as Isaiah spoke about and 
allow our light to continue to shine.

The buzz around the Super Bowl has been 
grand.  What amazed me was the age of 
both quarterbacks, Patrick Mahomes, 24 
years old and Jimmy Garoppolo, 28 years 
old.  I congratulate these young men for 
their accomplishments and seeing the 
little I saw, how they related with their 
teammates and coaches.  Let us all keep 
praying for our young adults in today’s 
world!

I decided to go and see Riverdance, the 
25th Anniversary last weekend.  It was 
incredible.  When I was at Saint Olaf 
twenty-five years ago and Riverdance 
came into town, some of the performers 
would come to Mass on a regular basis.  
I, and a few others, came to know them 
and we built a friendship.  I attended one 
wedding in Ireland and prepared another 
couple for their marriage. When I heard 
Riverdance was back in town, I had to 
see it.  All new young people performing 
brought me back a few years.  I almost 
wanted to get up and dance with them 
but I was not sure my legs could keep up!
Fr. Forliti told me that Kobe Bryant would 
attend Mass once in a while when the 
Lakers were in town.  Let us pray for him 
and his family.  All who come through 
Saint Olaf’s doors are blessed by the 
light of Jesus, “the saving presence in the 
heart of the city.”  May our light continue 
to shine to the world!
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THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

Readings for Sunday Mass
Feb 9: Is 58: 7-10; Ps 112; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16
Feb 16: Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119; 1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37 or 5:20-
22A, 27-28, 33-34A, 37

Parish Mission in the Heart of the City (PMHC)
Save the Dates!
Join us from 7:00-9:00 am on, Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
featuring Fr. Michael Joncas, “A Place Called Home” PMHC is an 
initiative funded in honor of retired Saint Olaf pastor, Fr. Patrick 
Kennedy. Each session is $25 and includes breakfast.  

Saint Olaf Book Club
Sunday, February 9, from 2:30 to 3:30. We will be in the 
conference room by the parish office. 

Archdiocesan Synod | Upcoming Prayer and Listening Sessions 
February 15, 9am – noon, Lumen Christi, St. Paul
February 27, 6 – 9pm, Our Lady of Grace, Edina
Archbishop Bernard Hebda wants to hear from you! Please 
prayerfully consider attending a Prayer and Listening Event, as 
part of the Pre-Synod Process and make your voice heard. Your 
input will help guide the Archdiocese over the next 5-10 years.

Let Your Voice Be Heard | Take the Survey 
The Disciple Maker Index Survey is available now through 
March 1.  You can access the online survey through the Saint 
Olaf website or type in the link: DiscipleMakerIndex.com.  Paper 
copies are available upon request at the Front Reception Desk or 
at the after Mass Hospitality in the Forliti Gathering Room. 

Saint Olaf Samaritan Ministry
is in need of sheets and blankets for guests being served 
each week. New, or gently used sets are most welcome and 
appreciated. Items may be dropped off during the week or 
when you come for Mass on the weekend. Thank you for your 
assistance.

The 2020 Catholic Services Appeal starts soon. Each year, 
the Catholic Services Appeal funds 20 Designated Ministries 
including:

• Serving 265,000 meals and snacks to those in need.
• Providing hope and help to over 1,300 women and
families with pro-life support, including outreach to the
disabled.

• Assisting with tuition, room and board for those
studying for the priesthood for our Archdiocese.

Contributions go directly to the Designated Ministries. To learn 
more, go to www.csafspm.org.

Discover Greece: In the Footsteps of Paul the Apostle
Travel with Fr. Kevin Kenney on an 11 night adventure from 
November 4-14, 2020. This includes a 3 night Greek Island and 
Turkey cruise. Cost is $3,799, double occupancy. Contact Collette 
Travel, (877) 454-9926 and refer to booking #9944564.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM RCIA
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY 
 2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
11:00AM HEART OF THE CITY COMMITTEE MEETING
12:00 PM MASS 
  2:30PM CONTEMPORARY CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
 7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY 
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  9:00 AM LEAGUE OF CATHOLIC WOMEN TUESDAY CLUB
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
  6:00 PM ALANON
 6:30 PM PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
 7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY 
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
   6:30 PM DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
10:00 AM KNITTING CLUB
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY 
 2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS 

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK 30
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

January 20-26 $10,625 $16,036 $-5,411
YTD through

Week #30 $862,302 $835,348 $26,954


