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Balancing the Budget
My friends,
Last November, I wrote about our operating
deficit for the current fiscal year,2018-2019.
While our Christmas collections were good,
and we have attempted to keep spending to a
minimum, there continues to be concern on my
part that giving will return to pre-holiday levels.
Over the last few weeks, this has proven to be
true.
In late December, I decided that a reduction in
staff needed to take place in order to curb our
deficit spending for the remaining months of the
fiscal year. Salaries and benefits are the largest
part of the budget. More importantly, these
reductions will help us to prepare a balanced
budget for the next fiscal year of 2019-2020.
Some of you have heard about these changes. I
want to make sure everybody is aware of them
as we move forward.

by Fr. Patrick Kennedy

I have eliminated the position of Director of
External Relations which has been held by Fran
Rusciano Murnane. The Director of Hospitality
will become a part-time position. Julie Bauchle,
who has held this position, has been offered a
full-time position elsewhere. These employees
who are leaving realize their departures are not
based on performance. They have received a
severance as they depart which I believe is fair.
We are also working to make accommodations
in other positions in order to help eliminate the
deficit.

While the measures I have taken are not easy
for those who are involved in this reduction
of staff or for the parish at large, I believe it is
necessary if we are going to operate within
our means. I outlined a few months ago why
I believe we have struggled to fill the pews
and raise the money necessary to sustain
particular parts of our programming. Some of
these things are beyond our control. The road
construction will begin again in earnest next
spring and will affect us even more than it did
last summer.

I am grateful for the time these staff people
have given to St. Olaf. Like every person who
ministers here, each of them has made a
marked difference in the life of this parish. I
trust they will continue to do so where they go
next.

I must say though, I am grateful to you who
have increased your support during our
recent annual Fund Appeal or made a special
contribution over and above your weekly
pledge. I am also grateful to those who
acknowledged our request and made a pledge
to continue to support our ministries in this
downtown community.
Finally, I want to be clear about something.
While we have an operating deficit, St. Olaf is
not in debt. We have remaining reserves to
help us through emergencies if we need them.
While we are reducing staff at this time, we
have been able to pay our bills and meet our
financial obligations. We will continue to be in
better shape because of these reductions. I
am also hoping we will be in a stronger position
financially. I know we will be as you do your
part in supporting us with a portion of your
time, talent, and financial resources.
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EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE

Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

PILGRIMAGE AND TRAVEL

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2019
9:00AM
CENTERING PRAYER
10:00AM RCIA
12:00PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
2:00PM
AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
4:00PM
MASS

BOOK CLUB

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
6:00AM
MASS
8:00AM
MASS
9:00AM
NURSERY OPENS
10:00AM MASS
12:00PM MASS
2:30PM
BOOK CLUB
4:00PM
MASS

Parishioner Ben Osemenam has asked us to publicize the following
tour. Lenten Retreat and Pilgrimage to Jordan, the Holy Land, and
Egypt, March 31-April 15, 2019 under the spiritual direction of
Fr. Biju Mathew. Contact Inspiration Tours at 612-339-9278 for
details before February 15.
Sunday, February 10, 2:30 – 3:30pm
Man’s Search for Meaning: The Classic Tribute to Hope from the
Holocaust by Viktor Frankl.

DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER
Thursday, February 14 at 6:30pm

The program will feature a panel of students from Cristo Rey Jesuit
High School sharing their stories on immigration and racism from
a youth perspective. Community meal begins at 6:30 pm and the
program follows. There is no charge and all are welcome.

SCHOLA CANTORUM OF EAU CLAIRE
Saturday, February 23, 2019 at 7:30 p.m.

This 12-voice choir from Wisconsin dedicated to early music, is
excited to present “Mystery & Mirth”. This selection of music
from renaissance Spain celebrates the mystery of the Virgin
birth, and the human aspects of the Incarnation. Works by Flecha,
Guerrero, Lobo, Morales, Padilla, Victoria, and the contemporary
Spanish composer Javier Busto. Tickets $10-15 at the door. Info at
www.scholaec.org

KNITTERS FOR SAMARITAN MINISTRY

Novice and/or expert knitters are needed to create warm gloves,
mittens, scarves, and hats for our Samaritan Ministry guests.
Knitters meet Fridays in Forliti Gathering Room from 10:00am11:30am to knit together or receive help with their projects.
For more information: contact parishioner David Fillman at
d.a.fillman@gmail.com.

THANK YOU

On behalf of the Krenik family, I wish to thank you for all the
prayers and words of condolences offered at the time of my
brother Terry’s death. We are all grateful for the love and support
we have received. —Fr Michael Krenik

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #30
CONTRIBUTIONS

ACTUAL

BUDGET

DIFFERENCE

Week #30

$16,742

$26,341

-9,599

YTD THROUGH #30

791,254

$845,214

-53,960

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11
7:00AM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
7:30AM
SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00PM MASS
12:00PM AA
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
7:00AM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13
7:00AM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
7:00AM
AA
12:00PM MASS
12:00PM AA
6:30PM
PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14
7:00AM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
7:00AM
SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
6:30PM
DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15

OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
7:00AM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM
MASS
12:30PM
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16

9:00AM
10:00AM
12:00PM
2:00PM
4:00PM

CENTERING PRAYER
RCIA
MASS/CONFESSIONS
AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
MASS
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