
We cannot all do great things, but we can do 
small things with great love.

- Saint Mother Teresa

I was running late, with my mind filled 
with the checklist of things I needed to 
accomplish at work.  I charged into the 
kitchen to make my breakfast and whip 
up something for lunch asking “Alexa” 
what the weather was as I passed her 
by.  “Good morning,” Alexa intoned, “Today 
the weather in Minneapolis is 22 degrees 
and it is snowing.” I stopped in my tracks 
and looked out the window. Snow? I don’t 
have time for snow because I don’t have 
time to shovel!  “How much snow will we 
get?”  Silence. ARGH!  “Alexa, how much 
snow will we get?”  “It is snowing right 
now.”  (You already said that I thought 
sharply.) “Minneapolis may receive up to 
two inches of snow today.” Now I must 
insert here a KFR: Kennedy Family Rule, 
which states “Thou shalt NOT drive upon 
the snow-covered driveway.”  Double
helping of grumble as I looked to the 
driveway.
But, to my astonished eyes, there was no 
need for further grumbling, complaining, 
or any other emotion centered around 
angst, as there, at the end of my side of 
the driveway, was my husband, Miles, 

shoveling up the last remains of yet one 
more snowfall we had experienced in 
three consecutive days. I immediately 
grabbed my camera, snapped a picture 
of this joy-filled scene and sent it out to 
the family text with the title: “This is true 
love.” Now my husband is one of those 
who in this post pandemic life, works from 
home.  His commute is traversing down 
the stairs to the lower level, journeying 
down the hallway and entering his office.  
His commute is done in 30 seconds.  He 
does not need to bundle up, traverse icy, 
snow-covered roads, deal with traffic 
jams, or even shovel snow. But he did that 
shoveling on my side of the driveway for 
me.  It may have been a little thing as it 
was only two inches of snow, and better 
still, being the light, fluffy kind, he could 
make quick work of the shoveling, but 
it was a great big deal for me in keeping 
my head above water as I juggled the 
busyness of working at Saint Olaf.  It was 
a small thing-great love action just like 
Saint Mother Teresa mused about in 
the quote above.  It put a smile on my 
face, a spring in my step, and set me on 
my way to pay it forward to someone 
else that day.
We have each had those opportunities to 
show Christian love, a piece of our heart, 
or some type of kindness to others.  When 

we are on the receiving end, it sure can 
make one’s day.  When we are the givers, 
more often than not, we feel all sorts 
of happiness just knowing we helped 
someone in some small way.  There are 
opportunities that are presented to each 
of us every single day.  We just need to 
respond.  There is no heart-warming 
feeling in just thinking about helping 
someone, or “almost” being kind. “I 
could have” or “I should have” is not the 
same as “I did.”  We are coming up on the 
United States’ largest commercial about 
love, Saint Valentine’s Day. Perhaps it is 
better to use this commercialized day to 
look at the little ways you can show real, 
Christian love to those you encounter – 
today, tomorrow, and every day.  Give that 
genuine smile and hello.  Tuck in the tag in 
that is sticking out of your friend’s shirt.  
Bring a cup of coffee to your neighbor. Call 
your relative and say hello.  Write that email 
or send that card.  Show the real, genuine, 
Christian love to all you encounter, not in 
grandiose ways, but simply. Show love to 
those you love and even better, share your 
love with those who you find it truly hard 
to love, as well as those who you do not 
know at all. It’s the little things that add 
up, and truly make the difference.
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EVENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
February 12: Sir 15:15-20, Ps 119, 1 Cor 2:6-10, Mt 5:17-37 
February 19: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18, Ps 103, 1 Cor 3:16-23, Mt 5:38-48

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON MCN CH 6
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 
on Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 
10:00am. Saint Olaf also live streams our Monday-Friday 
12:00Noon Mass and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: 
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live. 

SAMARITAN MINISTRY NEEDS
Samaritan Ministry is in need of sheets, blankets, comforters 
and bath towels for our guests. We ask that items be new, or 
clean and in good repair. You may drop them off at the front 
desk the next time you are at Saint Olaf. Thank you!

PALM COLLECTION BEGINS
Old, blessed palms can be burned, buried, or you may bring 
them to church for disposal. Place palms in the collection 
baskets in the church foyer.

ASH WEDNESDAY IS FEBRUARY 22
Ashes will be distributed at all Masses: 7:00am, 10:00am, 
12:00Noon, and 5:15pm. Ashes will be available throughout 
the day. Inquire at the reception desk. Ash Wednesday is a day 
of fast (one full meal, two small meals and nothing in between) 
for healthy adults from age 18 until 59 and abstinence from 
meat for those age 14 and older.

READ THE POST-SYNODAL PASTORAL LETTER; 
YOU WILL BE MY WITNESS
Archbishop Hebda requests all members of the Archdiocese to 
“Please read the Pastoral Letter and take it to prayer! Share 
the letter and discuss it with your pastors, your family and your 
fellow parishioners and friends! And then be open to the great 
surprises God has in store for us 
as we continue to walk, pray, listen and 
discern together.” To read the Pastoral 
Letter, go to archspm.org/synodletter 
or scan this QR code. The Archbishop’s 
video introducing the Pastoral Letter is 
also available at saintolaf.org and scroll 
down to News & Announcements on 
the main page.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• We support Facemasks. Wearing one is optional.
• Hand sanitizer is available
• If you are sick, please stay home

Building closes at 5:30pm Monday - Friday
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday
Chapel is open for private prayer from Monday – Friday, 7:30am – 5:30pm
+ Live streamed
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
12:00 PM MASS
12:30PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
 4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12
 6:00 AM MASS
 8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS+
12:00 PM MASS
  2:30 PM BOOK CLUB

FORLITI GATHERING 
ROOM

 4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13
 7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
12:00 PM AA MEETING -   

EDUCATION ROOM 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
 7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
 12:30 PM CONFESSIONS 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15
 7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
 7:00 AM AA MEETING -   

EDUCATION ROOM
 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
12:30 PM ORGAN RECITAL 

JOEL ANDERSON
 6:30 PM SAINT OLAF PARISH

CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16
 7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS +
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
 6:30 PM FROM AGE TO AGE

CHOIR REHEARSAL

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
 7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
10:00 AM KNITTING GROUP

FORLITI GATHERING
ROOM

11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS+

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
12:00 PM MASS
12:30PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
 4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19
 6:00 AM MASS
 8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS+
12:00 PM MASS
 4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
PRESIDENT’S DAY
OFFICE IS CLOSED, BUILDING CLOSED 
AFTER 12:00NOON MASS
 7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (NO LIVE STREAM) 
12:00 PM AA MEETING -  

EDUCATION ROOM

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #31
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Jan 23 - 29 $17,525 $22,750 -$5,225
YTD through Week #31 $814,746 $831,349 -$16,603

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf.




