
EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
MARCH 3, 2019

I imagine how all the silence, the growing 
thirst, the hunger pains in his stomach, and 
the barrenness of the desert itself helped him 
empty himself, so he was ready to be filled by 
God’s enormous love. When he emerged out of 
the desert, he began to personify the Promised 
Land in his being. People he helped longed to 
stay close by.  They didn’t want to go home. We 
know he sent many people back to where they 
came from. In turn, they began to tell his story 
of how he helped them. In Jesus’ wisdom, the 
“Promised Land” expanded on their testimony 
and more and more people came to believe in 
him because of it.  

I suspect our Lenten journey will probably not 
be as intense or focused.  We live in a world 
filled with noise.  Our hands are never free much 
anymore.  Our phones and mobile devices are 
dominant in daily life.  We seldom relate face-to-
face any more.  Our social lives are lived out on 
media and not real time. These are the modern-
day temptations you and I face as we strive to 
spend 40 days pondering our relationships. 
Even though the challenges are present, I would 
never underestimate the power of the Holy 
Spirit to work.  

This week, we begin the Season of Lent.  The 
invitation to slow down, reflect gracefully, and 
seek the Promised Land is still the same. As we 
sign ourselves with ashes, we remember how 
fleeting life is. We can use these forty days to 

My friends,

Ready or not, here it comes again!  No, I am not 
talking about more snow. I am talking about the 
Season of Lent. This coming Wednesday, we get 
together, and we are signed with ashes.  Ashes 
are a visible sign to ourselves and others that we 
are willing to repent and believe in the Gospel.  
The period of time we are entering will remind 
us of our human nature.  We are asked to face 
the contradictions of our daily life.  These are 
aptly described by our challenge to confront the 
good and evil we do, admit it honestly, and then 
through prayer, penance, and works of charity, 
seek the mercy of God.   

The years we live come and go quickly.  The 
direction of these years leads us to a moment 
when we will enter the last chapter of our lives 
and then be beckoned out of this world and 
embrace eternal life.  Although every day we 
could prepare for this reality, we don’t often live 
with it in mind. In fact, most of us are surprised 
when we find out our days are numbered.  It is 
then, if we are given the time to do so, we begin 
to reflect on how we have lived our lives. 

The Church has always provided times 
throughout the liturgical year to pause and 
reflect on life. Even in Ordinary Time, bits of 
wisdom are given to us to help us ponder how 
we are doing in our relationships with God, 
ourselves, and others. But as we have learned, 
the Season of Lent is a concentrated time 
to focus on these relationships in a unique 

way.   The genesis of this time stems from 
the history of our Jewish brothers and sisters.  
God rescued them from the tyranny of the 
Pharaoh. He led them into the desert.  It was a 
time of purification, a reorientation about God’s 
power, love, and mercy. It was a sojourn taken 
on foot, but the discovered promise was felt 
in the Israelites’ hearts. Ultimately, they saw 
the Promised Land with their eyes, but they 
experienced the freedom in their hearts. 

Our Lenten journey mirrors the 40 days Jesus 
spent in the desert.  While Scripture tells about 
the drama he experienced when he encountered 
the devil, it cannot convey how the immense 
silence seasoned Jesus for his public ministry. 
We only know how fruitful this time was when 
he began to minister and journey ever so slowly 
to the cross.  The healing, the raising of people’s 
dignity, his acknowledgement of those who 
were shunned and cast aside, his impatience 
with the hardness of the scribes and Pharisees, 
and the way in which he called simple people to 
build his Church going forward are all examples 
of his work among us.  

ST.  OLAF CATHOLIC CHURCH  •  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINNESOTA  •  612-332-7471  • WWW.SAINTOLAF.ORG

www.saintolaf.org • Page 1

Our Invitation to Lent by Fr. Patrick Kennedy
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ANNUAL CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL
Unified We Rise; 20 Ministries. One Faith.

Don’t forget to consider supporting the 20 ministries of this 
Archdiocese through the Catholic Services Appeal.  You may have 
received information in the mail.  There are additional resources 
and envelopes in the Plexiglas information racks.  If we meet our 
goal, St Olaf receives 25% of all money donated to this fundraising 
appeal.  There is a video on our website which explains more about 
the people served through this effort.  

ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, March 6.

Masses at 6:00am; 7:00am; and 10:00am with no music.

Masses at 11:00am; 12:00 Noon; 4:00pm; and 5:15pm with music. 
Members of the St. Olaf Parish Choir will minister at the 5:15pm 
Mass on Ash Wednesday.

All Masses with Ashes in the main church; no confessions on Ash 
Wednesday.  

Overflow parking is available in the Minneapolis Club ramp – 
across 8th St. from St. Olaf.  

PEW CARDS are available in church with information about
Lent, Holy Week and Easter.  Feel free to take one home.  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays during Lent at 11:15am in the main church: March 8; 15; 22; 
29; April 5; 12.

BOOK CLUB
The next meeting will be held on Sunday, March 10 from 2:30 to 3:30pm.

How Full Is Your Bucket?  Positive Strategies for Work and Life by Tom 
Rath and Donald O. Clifton, Ph.D. 

DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER
Thursday, March 14, 6:30pm.

CONCERT RESCHEDULED
The Schola Cantorum concert was rescheduled to 7:30 p.m. this 
Sunday, March 3!

WE NEED PANTS!
Samaritan Ministry serves hundreds of guests each month and the 
majority seek out our clothing closet. Our shelves for pants/jeans 
for men are bare! Please help us help our guests by donating new, 
or clean/gently used jeans and/or pants in all sizes. Drop items off 
weekdays from 9:00am-4:00pm or before Mass on the weekends. 
Thank you for your support!

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Week #33 $23,179 $26,466 -$3,287

YTD THROUGH #33 $870,966 $924,611 -$53,645
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repent from our sins and believe in the Gospel.  In these actions, we become 
renewed and refreshed.  We confidently keep moving forward, trusting 
what generations before us trusted—if we have faith and remain hopeful, 
we will indeed enter into God’s glory and live forever in his eternal love.

Our Invitation to Lent
Continued from front

EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

SATURDAY, MARCH 2
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM RCIA
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL 
  4:00 PM MASS

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, MARCH 3
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
  9:00 AM NURSERY OPENS
  9:30 AM SACRAMENTAL PREP
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, MARCH 4
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA

TUESDAY, MARCH 5
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 
  6:30 PM SUNDAY 4PM CHOIR REHEARSAL

ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6
  6:00 AM MASS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:00 AM AA
10:00 AM MASS
11:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
  4:00 PM MASS
  5:15 PM MASS

   

THURSDAY, MARCH 7
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, MARCH 8
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
11:15 AM  STATIONS OF THE CROSS
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

SATURDAY, MARCH 9
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM RCIA
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL 
  4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #33


