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THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD;
THERE IS NOTHING I SHALL WANT.

by Fr. Kevin Kenney
On this Fourth Sunday of Lent, we read 
of the healing of the blind man.  What 
a complex story!  One needs to read 
it many times in order to understand 
the fullness of what Jesus does and is 
saying and how the reaction to what 
happened can be disturbing.  First, 
the blind man did not appear to ask 
to be healed.  When the disciples 
asked, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents that he was born 
blind?”  Jesus answered, “Neither he 
nor his parents sinned; it is so that the 
works of God might be made visible 
through him.”  Jesus then spat on 
the ground and made clay, smeared 
the clay on his eyes and said to him, 
“Go wash in the Pool of Siloam.”  The 
text reads, “So he went and washed, 
and came back able to see.” Who took 
this man to the Pool of Siloam or did 
he go by himself knowing where the 
pool was?  The man did not see Jesus 
but knew him by name.  When taken 
to the Pharisees, the one born blind 
explained what had happened, which 
happened to be on the Sabbath.  The 
Pharisees questioned the one born 
blind and doubted much about the 
whole situation.  Their discussion 
sounds like many we hear today.  The 
Pharisees even brought the parents of 
the one born blind in to question them 
but they would not answer because 
they were afraid.  The Pharisees threw 
out the one born blind so Jesus went 
to search him out.  Jesus conversation 
with him leads to a statement of 
belief.  Jesus asks, “Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?”  He answered, “I do 
believe Lord.”
We may not see Jesus but do we 
know him by name?  Do we believe 
in what Jesus can do for us?  Why did 
the Pharisees have such a hard time 
believing?  Do we think we are not 
blind but we are blind in many ways? 
Can you truthfully say, “I do believe 
Lord?”  In this time of uncertainty, we 
need more faith and trust in God.  We 
may not see clearly but when we trust 
God is working within us and for us, 
then we too need to seek the Pool of 
Siloam.  We may not ask to be healed 
but Jesus may want to make us better.  
Can we allow Jesus to make clay with 
his spittle and “smear it” in our eyes?  
Are you open to this?  Moreover, when 
it happens, are you willing to make a 
statement of faith?  Think what God 
can do for us today!
Are you still doubtful?  Are there 
questions that arise?  Do you ask 
your friends, family, neighbors what 
they think? Are they afraid to answer?  

We may need to be voices that bring 
the truth, to open the eyes of those 
around us.  No matter what age you 
are, we all have a voice.
Our Lenten journey has been disrupted 
but we will continue to move forward 
being safe in our surroundings.  It is 
Monday when I write this article so 
by the time you read this our worlds 
may have changed even more.  Do 
not lose hope.  Pray the rosary, call 
a friend, take a walk.  With children 
and grandchildren home from school 
many of you may have additional 
responsibilities.  If you need a prayer, 
give us a call during working hours.  
If you need to talk, give us a call and 
someone will be here to listen.  You 
can call my direct line at the office 
(612-767-7620) and I will listen 
and try to help.  We are journeying 
together down this road.
Our television broadcast continues 
on Sunday evenings at 8:00 pm 
and Monday mornings at 10:00 
am.  Please check our website for 
updated details on what is happening.  
Most non-essential meetings and 
gatherings are cancelled.  
We still need your support and I 
continue to be thankful for your 
generous contributions.  Our expenses 
have not shut down or been cancelled 
so we rely on all of your contributions 
to help support St. Olaf’s ministry 
in the Heart of the City.  We want to 
keep our doors open and lights on for 
people to come, pray and find solace 
during this time.    I pray to God we 
can!
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Per the directive of 
Archbishop Hebda 

announced on
March 18, 2020: 

All Daily and Weekend Masses 
are Suspended indefinitely.  
Reconciliation will continue 

as regularly scheduled and is 
moved to the Main Church. 

The Main church will be open 
for Adoration and private prayer 
during regular daily Mass times.  

Please visit the Saint Olaf 
website to read Archbishop 

Hebda’s letter.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS
Mar 22: 1 Sm 16: 1B, 6-7, 10-13A; Ps 23; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41
Mar 29: Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45

WATCHING SUNDAY MASS ONLINE 
If you would like to watch Sunday Mass but are currently 
quarantined please visit the Saint Olaf website at saintolaf.org 
Once there scroll to the bottom of the main page. The three 
most recent Sunday Masses are listed.  If you would like to see 
the bulletin and other online media, click on the word Media. 
This will give you a selection of items, including another link to 
the weekly Mass broadcast.   

ANOINTING MASS SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY, 
MARCH 21 IS POSTPONED UNTIL AFTER EASTER. 
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is available at any time.  
Please contact the parish office to receive anointing from one of 
our priests.

PLEASE WATCH THE SAINT OLAF WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
On the Coronavirus and its impact on Saint Olaf. The main page 
of the website has the Latest Information posted as we learn 
of any revisions or updates.  Fr. Kevin’s Weekday Liturgical 
Commentary on the daily readings is also on the main page and 
is a great source for prayer and reflection.

HOSPITALITY AND EVENTS 
At this time we have suspended Sunday Hospitality after all 
Masses until further notice. This is to help protect all of our 
community and especially those who are vulnerable to sickness. 
All regular groups and events have been suspended until further 
notice. This includes both Lenten series and concert events.   

THE LATEST UPDATE ON REHEARSALS AND CHOIRS
In light of the developing COVID-19 situation. All choir 
rehearsals are suspended, until further notice. This includes 
Seasonal Choir rehearsals on Tuesday evenings, Parish Choir 
rehearsals on Wednesday evenings, African Choir rehearsals on 
Saturday afternoons, and the Easter Vigil rehearsal on Saturday 
morning, April 4.

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL UPDATE 
As of March 6, Saint Olaf has reached 24.14% of our goal of 
$76,809. We have pledges and gifts of $18,540 from 85 
donors. Please prayerfully consider how you can support the 20 
programs and ministries of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis.

ALL DAILY AND WEEKEND MASSES ARE 
SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY. 
Please go to the Saint Olaf website for the latest information, 
www.SaintOlaf.org.

ADORATION/RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE:

As we “fast” from the Eucharistic Table, offer prayers 
of healing to those affected, prayers of support for the 
medical teams serving the afflicted.

Watch an online Mass, pray the Rosary, read the Bible, if 
able, take a solitary walk in nature, take the BEST care of 
yourself and your family.

IF YOU NEED A PRAYER, FEELING DISCOURAGED, OR 
NEED TO SPEAK TO A PRIEST
Saint Olaf is a connected community.  If you need a prayer, 
someone to talk to, or need to hear another voice, please give us 
a call, we are here for you, 612-332-7471.

SUPPORT SAINT OLAF WITH PRAYERS AND YOUR 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT.
During this difficult time, Saint Olaf is doing our best to meet 
the needs of our parishioners and the downtown community.  
Supporting Saint Olaf via online giving is a great way to assist 
us during this time.  You can give a one-time gift or set up a 
recurring gift easily and securely from the Saint Olaf website.  
Click on the GIVE icon on the main page and then Click Here 
to Give Electronically.  Follow the prompts to set up an online 
account.  If you need assistance, there is a set of directions on 
the giving page or contact Mary Kennedy at the Parish Office for 
assistance, mkennedy@saintolaf.org or 612-767-6204.

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK 35
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Mar 2 - 8 $21,786 $14,000 $7,786
YTD through

Week #35 $982,112 $972,028 $10,084

DAY TIME MAIN CHURCH
Monday-Friday 7:00am-7:30am Adoration
Monday-Friday 7:30am-till line ends Reconciliation
Monday-Saturday 12:00pm-12:30pm Adoration
Tuesday, Thursday 12:30pm-till line ends Reconciliation
Friday 12:30-5:30pm Adoration
Saturday 12:30pm-till line ends Reconciliation
Sunday Closed to the public


