EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION

Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

MASS WITH ANOINTING

12:00pm on Saturday, March 23. Light lunch follows.

CENTERING PRAYER INTRODUCTORY PROGRAM

Two-part program; Saturdays, March 23 and 30; 9:00 to 11:15am.

CHOIR FOR GOOD FRIDAY, EASTER VIGIL,
AND EASTER

We welcome singers to join this seasonal choral group which sings
with instrumental ensemble for Good Friday, April 19, 5:15pm
liturgy; Easter Vigil, 7:00pm Mass; and Easter Sunday, April 21,
4:00pm Mass. Rehearsals are on Tuesdays: March 26, April 2, 9,
and 16, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Contact Joel Anderson at 612-767-7628, or janderson@saintolaf.org.

LCW HOME GOODS DRIVE

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 – In Honor of Oscar Romero
Any home goods: bedding; kitchen; paper products; laundry. Bring
donations to St. Olaf beginning at 10:30am or drop them at the
church any day between 9 am and 4 pm M – F. Donation receipts
are at the desk in Forliti Hospitality Foyer.

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE

Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org
SATURDAY, MARCH 23
9:00 AM
CENTERING PRAYER
9:15 AM
INTRO TO CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM
RCIA
12:00 PM
MASS/ANOINTING OF THE SICK
12:30 PM
LUNCH AFTER THE ANOINTING MASS
4:00 PM
MASS
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT, MARCH 24
6:00 AM
MASS
8:00 AM
MASS
9:00 AM
NURSERY OPENS
10:00 AM
MASS
12:00 PM
MASS
4:00 PM
MASS
MONDAY, MARCH 25
7:00 AM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
7:30 AM
SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00 PM
MASS
12:00 PM
AA

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY

TUESDAY, MARCH 26
7:00 AM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
6:30 PM
SEASONAL CHOIR REHEARSAL

EASTER FLOWERS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27
7:00 AM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
7:00 AM
AA
10:30 AM
LCW HOUSEHOLD GOODS DRIVE
12:00 PM
MASS
12:00 PM
AA
6:00 PM
ALANON
6:30 PM
PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL

Please join us! Strengthening Kinship through Advocacy: Catholic
Charities 2019 Policy Briefing, Thursday, March 28, 7:30am9:00am. Lend your voice and experience to social justice and
legislative advocacy for those most in need in our community.
REGISTER TODAY! Visit cctwincities.org/briefings, email events@
cctwincities.org or call 612-204-8333.
See donation forms in Plexiglas information racks. April 5 deadline.

THURSDAY, MARCH 28
7:00 AM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
7:30 AM
SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
7:30 AM
LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY SESSION
12:00 PM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY, MARCH 29
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
7:00 AM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
11:15 AM
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
12:00 PM
MASS
12:30 PM
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

BOOK CLUB

Next Book Club meeting is Sunday, April 14, 2:30pm. Mission of the
Messiah by Tim Gray

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #36
CONTRIBUTIONS

ACTUAL

BUDGET

DIFFERENCE

Week #36

$42,005

$27,180

$14,825

YTD through Week #36

$946,275

$1,005,436

-$59,161

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 24, 2019

SATURDAY, MARCH 30
9:00 AM
CENTERING PRAYER
9:15 AM
INTRO TO CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM
RCIA
12:00 PM
MASS/CONFESSIONS
4:00 PM
MASS
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A New Day for St Olaf: Revenue, Parking,
Housing
by Fr. Patrick Kennedy

My friends,
What if I told you St. Olaf is in the process
of finalizing a plan to provide a significant
stream of revenue for ministries and
programs, upgrade our parking lot with
covered parking, AND provide nearly 200
units of critically needed affordable housing
in the heart of downtown? Well, it’s true
and this expanded issue of the bulletin will
provide many of the details.
Parish leadership, staff, and I have been
working with some outside experts to
examine how our assets and resources
might continue to support our mission and
ministries. We follow the tradition that brick
and mortar needs to point to the people,
their needs, and their relationships: with
God, others, and self.
I didn’t make this up. For nearly 80 years,
the people of St. Olaf have done this, and
in my two stints here 40 years apart, I
have witnessed this, offered my small part
to facilitate it, as together we join hearts
and hands to support and strengthen the
activities of mission and ministry that will
follow.
Our assets and resources should not sit
idle. Following the way of Christ means we
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do not only wait for the rainy day to come.
We place our faith in God’s love that Christ
will accompany us each and every day, rain
or shine, and call us to reflect his mercy and
compassion in service to the world around
us.

The project stands to provide:
• S
 ignificant, long-term revenue
for programs and ministries
• Covered parking
• N
 early 200 units of affordable
housing
St. Olaf has done this since it was established.
Acquisition of the brick and mortar provided
a place for community to form, but the
people, with God’s help, did the work, not
the building. When fire struck the building
in 1951, the spirit of the people carried out
the hard work of rebuilding so mission and
ministry could continue.
Similarly, the worship space has been
renovated a few times over the decades,
not to create a museum, but to enhance the
liturgy, which literally means the work of the
people. A new organ was added and sound

systems upgraded so music in praise of God
might also carry us into a daily life of love
and service.
And a couple years ago, many people
supported our 75th Anniversary capital
campaign so we could renovate and update
the spaces and systems that keep things
strong, safe, efficient, and functioning for
21st century ministry. We opened the little
used Cowley Hall to host the Adult Shelter
Connect and serve those experiencing
homelessness along with the collaboration
of shelters in Hennepin County.
The vision and momentum of staying
in touch with the needs of the day has
actively engaged our people and animated
our mission of “serving as Christ’s saving
presence in the heart of the city” since our
founders first convened. They took their
inspiration from the foundational love of
God.
St. Olaf has partnered with Catholic
Charities and the Exodus building since
1995 and actively supported residents
and programs over the years. We both
acknowledge the substantial rehab needs
Continued on page 2
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A New Day for St Olaf: Revenue, Parking, Housing
Continued from front

of the building and the fact that neither
of us has the resources to take on the
project. Catholic Charities is making other
plans for their programs currently in the
Exodus Residence and has informed their
other stakeholders. I informed them that
we will conclude our lease with them, and
we negotiated a final lease through June
of 2021.
In addition to the church/office complex,
our little corner of the downtown universe
has our parking lot, Assisi Park, and the
Exodus Residence. These modest spaces
have value related to our mission. With
the help of Pat Ryan and Ryan Cos.,
we were connected to developers of
affordable housing who made proposals
for our consideration.
One proposal stood out, and after
thorough review, parish leadership
(Parish Advisory Board and Financial
Advisory Board) unanimously agreed
to have St. Olaf move forward with the
proposal to develop affordable housing
with Aeon. Aeon’s proposal will rehab the
Exodus building (96 units), add 27 units
of new housing on a portion of the park
(keeping some green space), as well as
constructing 70 units of housing above
the St. Olaf parking lot (193 total units).
We stand to grow as a parish with new
members from these new housing units.

Olaf. We know we will need a plan to manage
the temporary disruption of parking during
construction, but we have time to put this
in place.
Financially, the parish will lease the land
to the developers for $120,000/year with
an increase of up to 3%/year for inflation.
The lease will likely be at least 49 years,
but 60-90 years is possible. Of course,
projects evolve over time and the specifics
surrounding this will evolve as well.
Every day we see the impact of the lack of
affordable housing. Every day we know the
importance of securing enough financial
support to keep ministries moving along.
And every day the challenge of parking
downtown greets you, our members and
visitors. This plan seeks to address all of
these concerns in a substantial way, not
for brick and mortar’s sake, but by using
our assets and resources to support our

mission and God’s people.
As the current community of St. Olaf
Catholic Church, we inherited much from
our founders and those who followed
them. The dedicated support and faith
of members and visitors today will allow
us to hand on even more to those who
follow us.
There are many details to work out and
concerns (like parking) to be managed
through construction. The communication
channels will be kept open and active.
Your thoughts and questions are most
welcome. But the energy of an effort
like this, like those before us, will fuel
our daily ministries and mission. In these
pages you will find information, hope, and
excitement for the future of our mission
here at St. Olaf. It is planned the actual
remodeling/construction will begin late
summer of 2021.

Once completed the parking lot will be 60
covered spaces for dedicated use by St.

Aeon has extensive experience developing
new properties, rehabilitating historic
buildings, and preserving aging apartments
to provide quality affordable homes in our
community. Aeon’s past developments
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Members of the Parish Advisory Board and
Financial Advisory Board discussed and
deliberated the proposal for developing
affordable housing on the St. Olaf site while
adding a stream of revenue and upgrading
the parish parking lot. They unanimously
agreed to the proposal. Below are comments
from some of the parish leadership.
“I support the St. Olaf affordable housing
project because it fits well with our mission
to serve the inner city community, many of
whom need assistance with their housing.
I am hopeful that a number, perhaps many,
of the residents will be members of St. Olaf
parish, strengthening our parish community.
I also support this project because the land
lease will provide a continuous and growing
source of revenue for the parish.”

affordable housing and make a difference in
the lives of those in need for many years.”

John Agee-Parish Financial Advisory Board

Michelle Fox-Parish Trustee

“When I consider St. Olaf’s mission to serve
as a living sign of Christ’s saving presence in
the heart of downtown, I think of God’s great
generosity to this parish. Not only does he
bless each of us whenever we walk through
the doors but he gives us an opportunity to
be Christ to our brothers and sisters in need
through the Charity and Justice ministries St.
Olaf supports. It’s why I support the St. Olaf
Affordable Housing Development Project.
What better way to give God thanks for all he
gives us at St. Olaf.”

“Affordable housing is one of our most
vexing needs in Minneapolis. The shortage is
especially dire in the downtown core, where
St. Olaf is blessed to own a significant parcel
of land. This proposed housing project will
allow us to repurpose part of that property
to house nearly 200 lower-income individuals
and families who would otherwise struggle to
find housing. While there will be some shortterm inconveniences during construction,
I can’t think of a better way to use the gifts
God has given our parish community to carry
out our mission to serve as a living sign of
Christ’s saving presence in the heart of the
city.”

Vicky Iacarella-Parish Advisory Board

St. Olaf and Aeon: Partners in Affordable
Housing
Aeon is a nonprofit developer, owner
and manager of 4,192 quality affordable
apartments and townhomes which serve
8,500 residents throughout the state of
Minnesota each year.

Parish Leadership Remarks

include 1,302 deeply affordable apartment
homes in the Twin Cities metro.
Since 1986, Aeon has been committed to
helping people create a home where they feel
safe and connected to the community around
them. Home changes everything. Learn more
at aeon.org

“We have witnessed incredible growth in
residential properties in Minneapolis. Amid
this growth, options for affordable housing
are increasingly vital. St. Olaf Catholic Church
is poised to respond to this need in the
heart of the city. All significant endeavors
include challenges. Utilizing parish property
for affordable housing will be no different.
However, when a serious need aligns with
ample resources and a focused mission,
great things happen.
Our mission-driven focus on long-term
solutions will sustain us through temporary
inconveniences. This Housing Project will
create the opportunity for St. Olaf Parish to
live our mission; to welcome and serve all in
the heart of the city. How blessed are we
to be in a position to lead efforts to create

Matt Norris-Parish Advisory Board
“Partnering with Aeon to remodel Exodus
House and build new affordable housing
fits with the mission and strategic vision of
St. Olaf. Downtown is on the verge of calling
50,000 citizens as residents. While this has
added to the vibrancy and development of our
core, it has created a shortage of housing for
median income families. Creating workforce
units is a natural extension of our mission
to serve as a living sign of Christ’s saving
presence in the heart of the city. In addition,
signing a long term lease with Aeon will help
secure our financial future, assuring we can
continue this mission for years to come.”

“I fully support St. Olaf’s housing project for
several reasons: First, the Exodus building is
old and tired and will need extensive repairs
and remodeling in the foreseeable future.
Eliminating this risk and shifting this burden
to a Third party would be a great relief to St.
Olaf financially. Secondly, entering into a 50
year plus ground lease guarantees St. Olaf a
steady annual net cash flow of $120,000.00
per year with that revenue increasing
at least 2% per year. Thirdly, St. Olaf will
continue to receive the rental revenue from
the cell phone tower. Fourth, and probably
most importantly, St. Olaf will contribute
to the mission to provide much needed
affordable housing to people working in this
neighborhood. Fifth, it utilizes and maximizes
the highest and best use of the church’s east
parking lot and providing the same stall
count of 60 stalls for its parishioners that is
covered from the elements of weather and
will be well lit at night. Lastly, this project
will add vitality, vibrancy, and eliminate an
unsightly parking lot and possibly bring in
more parishioners to St. Olaf.
In closing, in my opinion, this project will
solidify St. Olaf’s revenue stream for a very
long time, it eliminates the potential risk of
investing possibly millions of dollars to repair,
remodel and maintain the Exodus building
and thirdly provides much needed affordable
housing for the community’s workforce!”
Luigi Bernardi-Parish Financial Advisory Board

Justin Felicetta-Parish Advisory Board
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