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QUENCHED BY THE WATERS UNTIL WE GATHER AGAIN
by Michael Griffin

A story that ordinarily would open the local 
news this time of year was understandably 
diminished because of COVID-19. I’m 
speaking, of course, of the very early ice-
out of Lake Minnetonka and other area 
lakes. With (over) 10,000 lakes, plus rivers, 
creeks, and precipitation in almost an 
infinite number of forms falling from our 
skies throughout the year, water matters 
for a lot of reasons in all seasons.
We find ourselves early in the Great 50 
Days of Easter. Stories about water are 
very important for us as people of faith. 
Scriptural stories about water abound; from 
Creation God subdued the seas, collecting 
the waters into basins supporting plants, 
animals and people. The waters protected 
God’s people in Exodus after they passed 
through on dry land. A wedding feast found 
water turned into fine wine, and Jesus 
asked a Samaritan Woman with a bucket 
for a drink. He proclaimed that He is the 
Living water and she would never thirst 
again. 
Through the living waters of Baptism, we 
are joined to Christ who frees us from 
thirst as well. We are quenched people 
and our Baptism cannot be undone! So the 
question for us this Easter season is, are we 
living like it? We do not stop being baptized 
when we are not at Saint Olaf, whether for 

a day, week, month or more. We are always 
baptized and always called to live out this 
relationship of love by sharing it with the 
world. Jesus does not rise again at Easter. 
He did this once for all 2,000 years ago. But 
with Easter we renew of our commitment 
as disciples. 
Yes, our time away from Saint Olaf is 
long and getting longer because of social 
distancing, but we are still baptized, gifted, 
faith-filled people with much to share. In 
Baptism we are claimed for Christ by the 
sign of His cross, an instrument of death 
from which his broken body was raised to 
New Life. We have all known some degree 
of brokenness in our lives, some deep and 
severe.  Even, perhaps especially, from our 
broken places we are made whole in Christ.
Through the waters of Baptism we were 
then anointed just as Christ was anointed 
priest, prophet and king. We are called to 
share in this three-fold role in the example 
of Christ in our daily lives. We can all model 
and invite others to lives of holiness, calling 
for justice, and all in the manner of royal, 
servant leadership. There’s plenty of need 
for this in the communities around us.
Still wet from the water we were given a 
white garment to represent our sacred 
dignity and our putting on Christ. This 
uniform of the faithful provides a splendid 

example for those we encounter, especially 
when we are away from the parish. We 
can all use some large doses of splendid 
examples of love and lifting up human 
dignity.
The darkness of the tomb gave way to light 
with the stone rolled away! We “Receive 
the Light of Christ” at Baptism and are 
called to be light to others. Fear in the world 
makes room for more darkness. There are 
an infinite number of ways to be light in the 
midst of darkness and fear. 
Saint Olaf continues as a parish because 
all of us, members, visitors and staff, are 
Baptized people of faith. Whether together 
or distant, we pray and worship, help those 
in need, share our gifts, and “serve as a 
living sign of Christ’s saving presence in the 
heart of the city”.  
We were not able to baptize anyone at the 
Easter Vigil this year, and our five parish 
children preparing for their 1st Eucharist 
were supposed to receive the Body and 
Blood of Christ this weekend. We have 
not shared in coffee and donuts at 
Saint Olaf for a while now and so much 
more related to parish life. However, 
not only will we pick up right where we 
left off, we will be back even stronger as 
individuals and as a community 
because we already came through the 
waters of Baptism.

He is Risen,He is Risen,
Alleluia!Alleluia!
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS
April 19: Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31
April 26: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16; 1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35

WATCHING SUNDAY MASS ONLINE 
If you would like to watch Sunday Mass please visit the Saint 
Olaf website at SaintOlaf.org. Click on the word Media. Scroll 
down and click on “View This Week’s Mass Broadcast”. Click 
on the Mass broadcast you wish to view.  The most recent 
broadcast will be shown at the top. 

PLEASE WATCH THE SAINT OLAF WEBSITE FOR UPDATES 
on the Coronavirus and its impact on Saint Olaf. The main page 
of the website has the Latest Information posted as we learn of 
any revisions or updates.

IF YOU NEED A PRAYER, ARE FEELING DISCOURAGED, 
OR NEED TO SPEAK TO A PRIEST
Saint Olaf is a connected community. If you need a prayer, 
someone to talk to, or need to hear another voice, please give 
us a call, we are here for you, 612-332-7471.

FR. KEVIN WEEKDAY LITURGICAL COMMENTARY ON 
THE READINGS
Fr. Kevin is posting a daily reflection on the readings on 
the Saint Olaf website. Visit SaintOlaf.org, page down to 
find and click on the picture of Fr. Kevin with the subtitle, 
Fr. Kevin’s Weekday Liturgical Commentary. Click on the daily 
link to view his commentary for your prayer and reflection.

WHERE DID THE PIANO GO?
The piano restoration project has finally begun, with funds 
already in reserve. We hope to have it completed in time for the 
celebration of the feast our patron, Saint Olaf, on July 26. Stay 
tuned for a more detailed update in an upcoming bulletin in 
June!

BLESSED AND HAPPY EASTER SEASON
On this Second Sunday of Easter I would like to thank all who had 
a part in our Triduum and Easter celebrations.  The liturgies were 
beautiful, the environment breathtaking and those of you at 
home awesome!  Thanks to our music ministers who enhanced 
our liturgies and to all staff who carried out many different roles. 
Thanks to all who worked so diligently to make our television 
broadcast so beautiful.  Thank you to all who supported us with 
notes, phone calls and generous contributions.  Easter is one 
of our more generous collections and this year the challenge 
of no public Masses during Holy Week and Easter brought our 
collections down.  We thank those who send in their envelopes 
and those who have given on-line.  Our ministry in the heart of 
the city continues and we could not do it without your support, 
so thank you.
We will wait until further notice as to when our liturgies will be 
open again to the public.  As we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, 
may our trust in Jesus grow stronger as we know of God’s mercy 
on our lives.  God bless you and continue to live in our Easter joy!  
Alleluia.                         Peace, Fr. Kevin Kenney

We encourage all of our parishioners and guests to follow 
Governor Walz’s “STAY AT HOME” mandate, currently in place 
through May 4th, 2020.  Please stay at home. 

Saint Olaf will open for Reconciliation with our regular schedule 
in the Main Church. The Main Church will be open for Adoration 
and private prayer during the regular daily Mass times. 

TEXT-TO-GIVE IS AVAILABLE NOW AT SAINT OLAF
In addition to envelopes, secure online giving at SaintOlaf.org/
give, Saint Olaf now offers a Text-to-Give option.  You can use 
your smart phone to easily give a one-time donation or set 
up recurring donations. Check out the Saint Olaf website for a 
complete set of instructions on Text-to-Give.
• Text the word “GIVE” to 612-800-0603. (This is Saint Olaf’s

Unique TEXT-TO-GIVE number).
• The first time, you will be prompted to click a link directing

you to the online giving page to complete a one-time
registration.

• Click “SIGN IN” then click “REGISTER FOR AN ACCOUNT”
Complete contact information then click “SUBMIT.”

• Enter the secure PIN that the system texts you.
• Select the fund; enter the donation amount and payment

information before completing your gift.
• Click “SAVE PAYMENT” to keep your payment information

securely saved for future gifts.

TEXTING AFTER YOUR ONE-TIME REGISTRATION:
You can give immediately without having to re-enter any of 
your information. Simply text the desired amount and the fund 
keyword to: 612-800-0603. You will receive a text verification 
and a receipt by email.

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK 40
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Mar 30 - Apr 5 $18,571 $20,000 -$1,429
YTD through

Week #40 $1,040,443 $1,032,718 $7,725

DAY TIME MAIN CHURCH
Monday-Friday 7:00am-7:30am Adoration

Monday-Friday 7:30am-till line ends Reconciliation

Monday-Saturday 12:00pm-12:30pm Adoration

Tuesday, Thursday 12:30pm-till line ends Reconciliation

Saturday 12:30pm-till line ends Reconciliation

Sunday Closed to the Public

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 


