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GETTING A SENSE OF THE NEW NORMAL
by Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

When was the last time you saw 
something that led you on a refreshing 
walk down memory lane? The other day, 
as I walked down the deserted streets of 
downtown Minneapolis to deposit some 
letters in the mailbox, I noticed a man 
wrangling a large bouquet of balloons 
into his sedan.  I was instantaneously 
transported a decade into the past to a 
hot, summer day in Hibbing, Minnesota.  
We children decided to celebrate my 
parents’ half-birthdays as we were 
smack in between their 85th celebrations 
and it is much easier to gather everyone 
together in the summer than it is in the 
cold of winter.  As part of the decorating 
team, I grabbed my daughters and away 
we went to pick up the balloons for the 
party. Thank goodness, there were three 
of us, as our attempts to wrangle that 
bouquet of balloons into the car, was 
a scene worthy of any hidden camera 
show.  We battled wind, the helium-filled 
balloons, and each other, forcing all into 
the car.  When we finally got in the car, 
we thought we were in for a quick return 
to home, not even close! What we should 
have done is turn up the air conditioning 
BEFORE we picked up the balloons as 
that hot, dry atmosphere reacted with 
the cool interior of the balloons and 
bang, bam, boom, one after another the 

balloons exploded.  The goop that they 
put inside the balloons to keep them 
afloat on a hot summer day covered the 
interior of the car and the three of us 
completely.  By the time we got across 
town, we were left with a couple of 
balloons, the need for a shower, and a 
story that provided a great laugh for the 
family for years to come.
Our memories hold all the moments in 
our lives, ones that we celebrated, and 
others we endured.  Drawing on those 
memories helps sustain us in times of 
stress as we pull that thread of “How 
did I do that?” We rely on our memories 
to bring us that person’s name, the 
traditions we cherish, and help us align 
ourselves with what is important to us in 
our lives: our faith, our family, and friends.
Each of our senses play an important 
role in our memories. We smell freshly 
baked bread and we think of our moms 
and grandmothers.  We hear a loon call 
and remember summer mornings at 
the lake. You see a bunch of balloons 
and you may think of my crazy story, or 
remember another celebration of your 
own.  Unfortunately, this pandemic has 
robbed us of that other vital sense, the 
one of touch.  We are not supposed to 
touch our face, let alone one another, 

and most difficult is the thought that our 
ability to touch may be harshly altered in 
the coming months or years. Thank God 
for our memories!  We can remember the 
importance of that touch felt from our 
parents, our spouse, our sibling, our child, 
our friend, the stranger. 
We CAN touch one another through our 
actions – Pray – Serve – Share. Yes, those 
models of stewardship we embrace at 
Saint Olaf. We pray for those suffering 
from the effects of the pandemic, pray 
for the heroes working unceasingly to 
care for the sick, pray for the scientists 
as they grapple with technology, pray for 
our leaders to lead objectively. 
We serve one another by reaching out 
with a phone call, or a letter to a friend, 
banging that pot at 7:00pm nightly to 
thank the health care professionals, 
dropping a baked item off to someone in 
need.
We give what we can, where we can, to 
help one another get through this. 
Together, we will do what the people of 
Saint Olaf always have done, to serve as a 
living sign of Christ’s saving presence in the 
heart of the city.  Our mission is engrained 
on our hearts; it is a living memory, a call 
to community and connectivity and truly, 
who Saint Olaf is today and every day.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS
April 26: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16; 1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35
May 03: Acts 2:14, 36-41; Ps 23; 1 Pt 2:20-25; Jn 10:1-10

WATCHING SUNDAY MASS ONLINE
If you would like to watch Sunday Mass please visit the 
Saint Olaf website at SaintOlaf.org. Click on the word 
Media. Scroll down and click on “View This Week’s Mass 
Broadcast”. Click on the Mass broadcast you wish to view. 
The most recent broadcast will be shown at the top. 

WEEKLY MASSES ONLINE
Watch daily Mass on the Saint Olaf website in English or 
Spanish.

PLEASE WATCH THE SAINT OLAF WEBSITE FOR 
UPDATES 
on the Coronavirus and its impact on Saint Olaf. The main 
page of the website has the Latest Information posted as 
we learn of any revisions or updates. 

IF YOU NEED A PRAYER, ARE FEELING 
DISCOURAGED, OR NEED TO SPEAK TO A PRIEST 
If you need a prayer, someone to talk to, or need to hear 
another voice, please give us a call, we are here for you, 
612-332-7471.

FR. KEVIN WEEKDAY LITURGICAL COMMENTARY ON 
THE READINGS 
Fr. Kevin is posting a daily reflection on the readings on the 
Saint Olaf website. Visit SaintOlaf.org, page down to find 
and click on the picture of Fr. Kevin with the subtitle, Fr. 
Kevin’s Weekday Liturgical Commentary. Click on the daily 
link to view his commentary for your prayer and reflection. 

SAINT OLAF IS NOW ON FACEBOOK 
Search for Saint Olaf Catholic Church, downtown 
Minneapolis. Like and follow us at Saint Olaf Catholic 
Church to see our daily posts. You can even find links to our 
Sunday Masses and much more.  

WHERE DID THE PIANO GO? 
The piano restoration project has finally begun, with funds 
already had in reserve. We hope to have it completed in 
time for the celebration of the feast of our patron, Saint 
Olaf, on July 26. Stay tuned for a more detailed update in an 
upcoming bulletin in June!

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL
The Catholic Services Appeal reporting of donations 
received is on a hiatus until the “STAY AT HOME” mandate 
is over. Saint Olaf was at 44.45% of our $76,809 goal and 
we will update this when reporting is re-activated.

We encourage all of our parishioners and guests to follow 
Governor Walz’s “STAY AT HOME” mandate, currently in 
place through May 4th, 2020. Please stay at home. 

Saint Olaf will open for Reconciliation with our regular 
schedule in the Main Church. The Main Church will be open 
for Adoration and private prayer during the regular daily 
Mass times. 

TEXT-TO-GIVE IS AVAILABLE NOW AT SAINT OLAF
In addition to envelopes, secure online giving at SaintOlaf.org/ 
give, Saint Olaf now offers a Text-to-Give option. You can use 
your smart phone to easily give a one-time donation or set 
up recurring donations. Check out the Saint Olaf website for a 
complete set of instructions on Text-to-Give.
• Text the word “GIVE” to 612-800-0603. (This is Saint Olaf’s 

Unique TEXT-TO-GIVE number).
• The first time, you will be prompted to click a link directing 

you to the online giving page to complete a one-time 
registration. 

• Click “SIGN IN” then click “REGISTER FOR AN ACCOUNT” 
Complete contact information then click “SUBMIT.”

• Enter the secure PIN that the system texts you. 
• Select the fund; enter the donation amount and payment 

information before completing your gift.
• Click “SAVE PAYMENT” to keep your payment information 

securely saved for future gifts.

TEXTING AFTER YOUR ONE-TIME REGISTRATION:
You can give immediately without having to re-enter any 
of your information. Simply text the desired amount and 
the fund keyword to: 612-800-0603. You will receive a text 
verification and a receipt by email.

DAY TIME MAIN CHURCH
Monday-Friday 7:00am-7:30am Adoration

Monday-Friday 7:30am-till line ends Reconciliation

Monday-Friday 12:00pm-12:30pm Adoration

Tuesday, Thursday 12:30pm-till line ends Reconciliation

Saturday* 12:30pm-till line ends Reconciliation

Sunday Closed to the Public

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK 41
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

April 6 - 12 $42,457 $44,000 -$1,543
YTD through

Week #41 $1,082,900 $1,076,718 $6,182

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

*Saturday is for Reconciliation Only at north entrance off 
surface parking lot.


