
 

 

Vern Reske, our Hospitality Coordinator 
and Administrative Assistant at Saint Olaf, 
shared a story from her mother, a catechist with 
grade school students at her parish in 
Wisconsin.  She was teaching the students 
about Palm Sunday, explaining how Jesus 
rode into Jerusalem astride a donkey.   She 
shared that the people welcomed Jesus by 
waving palm branches and shouting 
“Hosanna!” She asked the students to 
shout “Hosanna,” but the students could not 
correctly pronounce the salutation, instead they 
joyfully cheered, “Hosagna!” “No,” she corrected 
gently, “It is Hosanna.” “Hosagna!” was repeated 
back. Thus, in the homes of many of the 
parish’s families this year, the story about 
Palm Sunday may have also evoked images 
of an Italian noodle swaying amidst the palms.
Back in the 1990’s, with two kids under age 
six, getting to Sunday Mass on time was 
sometimes a greater challenge than 
anticipated.  We liked to get to church a bit early 
as we found that if we sat closer to the front, 
the girls’ behavior improved because they could 
see all the action occurring around the altar. One 
Sunday morning, despite our best efforts, we 
finally managed to arrive just as the opening 
hymn was ending.  Not wanting to draw 
attention to our late arrival, we chose seats 
closer to the back of the 
church.  Unfortunately, Mallory could not see 
anything, so  the  Mass  observance on  my  part 

was consumed with keeping her quiet and 
respectful of hymnals and the people around 
us.  It came to the Sign of Peace and Mallory 
perked up.  This was something she knew, so 
she shook hands with all those around us until 
she came to a young girl who lisped “Peace 
to you.”  Mallory looked shocked and asked, 
“Pizza?” I attempted to shush her and said 
“No, this young girl is saying peace to you.”  
“Mama, she’s got pizza, I want pizza too!” 
There were chuckles from the adults within 
earshot around us, which made Mallory 
exclaim even louder, “She’s got Pizza! I want 
some Pizza too!”  The set in her frame, the 
look in her eye told me as parent that there 
was a distinct line that had been crossed 
and a meltdown of epic proportions was on 
its way. There was only one move a parent 
could make, instantaneous ejection from the 
pew.  I scooped Mallory into my arms and 
made a beeline for the exit while the presider 
continued on with the Eucharistic Prayer. In 
the silence of the assembled, as we walked 
the walk of shame, Mallory wailed “That 
girl has pizza! She gets pizza! I want Pizza 
toooooooo!” I still am remorseful for the 
parents who needed to assure their child 
that day that there was no pizza to be had, 
but if they kept very quiet, perhaps there 
was pizza in their future.
These stories bring me to the present day 
when I heard a small child at church say 
with gusto, “A-le-YOU-ia!”  Hmmm, what 

an interesting malapropism.  We celebrate 
that Jesus Christ is risen, Alleluia! But there 
is no communal celebration without YOU. 
These last years filled with pandemic and 
forced solitude, kept us from celebrating our 
faith together as one community of faith. We 
welcome you back, AlleYOUia! We encourage 
you to attend our liturgies in person if you 
are able, and continue the live stream and 
recorded Masses if you cannot.  Our ministries 
are welcoming back our former volunteers as 
well as welcoming new ones to participate, 
AlleYOUia!  Opportunities with service in the 
daily or weekend Mass as Lectors, Acolytes, 
Greeters, Ushers, Cross Bearers, Eucharistic 
Ministers, and Sacristans are available 
and training is provided.  Contact Michael 
Strande, MStrande@SaintOlaf.org to share 
your interest, AlleYOUia! The Gardening group 
will be starting back on Tuesday mornings 
to care for our gardens around the church.  
Contact Mary Bydlon if interested, bydlon@ 
gmail.com. AlleYOUia! Samaritan Ministers 
serve those in need Monday-Wednesday 
mornings, contact Michael Griffin to see 
how you can assist, MGriffin@SaintOlaf.org, 
AlleYOUia! 
Come and enjoy Mass, come and enjoy 
hospitality and community.  Share your 
gifts, share your faith.  Come celebrate this 
amazing community of faith in the heart of 
the city, ALLEYOUIA!
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
May 1: 3rd Sunday of Easter: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41, Ps 30,
                                                       Rev 5:11-14, Jn 21: 1-19
May 8: 4th Sunday of Easter: Acts 13:14, 43-52, Ps 100,

Rev 7:9, 14b-17, Jn 10:27-30
WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON MCN CH 6
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on Sunday 
evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am. Saint Olaf 
also live streams our Monday-Friday 12:00Noon Mass and our Sunday 
10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live.
FROM AGE TO AGE CONCERT – FRIDAY, MAY 6
Saint Olaf’s resident professional choral ensemble returns in concert on Friday, 
May 6 at 7:00pm. The chamber choir under the direction of Peter J Durow, 
will sing choral music in a variety of styles, including music by Minnesota 
composers. There is no cost to attend; free-will donations welcome.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
BRUSH WITH KINDNESS DATES JUNE 9 & 10
The Saint Olaf/Habitat “A Brush with Kindness” project dates have been 
set for Thursday & Friday June 9 & 10! You are invited to join the team 
to help prep and paint a house in need of repair. Sign up to volunteer: 
stolafcatholicchurch.tchabitat.volunteerhub.com. Call the parish office at 
612-332-7471 for more information or email MGriffin@SaintOlaf.org.
GRATITUDE FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE CATHOLIC 
SERVICES APPEAL
Saint Olaf’s goal is $73,589 and as of April 22, we have received 
donations from 110 donors totaling $76, 915 or 105% of our goal. Thank 
you for your prayers and support helping the 2022 Catholic Services 
Appeal and its 20 Designated Ministries. 

UKRAINE RELIEF VIA CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
If you would like to donate to Ukraine Relief, but have not yet done so, 
you can send donations directly to Catholic Relief Services, support.crs.
org/donate/donate-ukraine.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
SAINT OLAF NIGHT AT THE TWINS JUNE 22
Come and enjoy a Saint Olaf and Twins night out on Wednesday, June 
22, 6:40pm, as the Twins take on the Cleveland Guardians! Saint Olaf 
choral members have been invited once again to knock it out of the 
park as they sing the National Anthem before the game. Tickets will be 
$25 per person and include a pre-game hot dog meal at Saint Olaf and 
a charter bus ride to and from the game.  Fill out the registration below 
and return to the parish office with payment by June 1.
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EVENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• We support face masks. Wearing one is optional.

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30
10:00 AM BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, MAY 1
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, MAY 2
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM

TUESDAY, MAY 3
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:00 AM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

THURSDAY, MAY 5
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, MAY 6
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
  7:00 PM FROM AGE TO AGE CONCERT - MAIN CHURCH

SATURDAY, MAY 7
10:00 AM MONTHLY ONSITE CENTERING PRAYER

FORLITI GATHERING ROOM
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #42 
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Apr 11 - 17 $31,834 $30,265 $1,569
YTD - Week #42 $1,048,557 $1,079,665 -$31,108

SAINT OLAF NIGHT AT THE

Cash or checks made out to Saint Olaf Church

Number of tickets ($25 each) Total enclosed

Name

Phone Number

Email

I would like to sit by
Mail to Saint Olaf, drop in the collection basket, or drop at reception desk in 

Forliti Foyer by June 1. Payment MUST be included with this order form.




