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“BEAR MUCH FRUIT AND BECOME MY DISCIPLES…”
by Fr. Kevin Kenney

Jesus says, “I am the true vine, and my Father 
is the vine grower.” Being connected to Jesus is 
life-giving and Jesus says, “If you remain in me 
and my words remain in you, ask for whatever 
you want and it will be done for you.” Do you 
believe this can happen? I hope so, give it a try 
and see for yourself.
When I began at Saint Olaf as a Parochial 
Vicar almost 27 years ago, newly ordained, 
I did not know what to expect. Fr. John Forliti 
taught me from the beginning the value of 
Vestibule Ministry. One of the rules for us 
Parochial Vicars was to be present in the 
vestibule greeting people as they came and 
left Church, especially on the weekends. As 
an introvert this was awkward for me. I was 
not used to being out amongst people I did 
not know and to just stand there and smile, 
how odd! I laugh to myself now when I think 
about my beginnings with Vestibule Ministry 
because someone would come by and say, 
“Good morning, Father,” and I’d look around 
to see if there was a priest nearby. “Oh, that’s 
me,” I’d say to myself and smile. Vestibule 
ministry has great value and I continue to this 
day advocating for this ministry, especially 
among the newly ordained priests, because it 

helps us get out and be amongst the people. 
Now I hear people say, “Father you haven’t 
moved in a week, you are in the same spot you 
were standing last week.” I am glad I have not 
posted a “No Loitering sign in the vestibule!”
When we remain connected to Jesus as the 
vine, we draw from Jesus, the Spirit. The 
Spirit permeates through us and creates an 
environment of welcome, hospitality, peace 
and warmth. Do you not find this when you 
walk in the doors at Saint Olaf? Walking 
through our doors you never know who you 
might encounter. A cheerful greeting, a smile, 
simply being present sends a signal to the 
other that they are valued and seen. Soon we 
will be able to embrace, shake hands and share 
in hospitality, until then, let us continue to offer 
Easter peace to one another and continue the 
work of Jesus so we can bear much fruit.
On May 1st we celebrate St. Joseph the Worker. 
When I think of St. Joseph who we celebrate 
this year worldwide, I think of the dedication 
he gave to Mary and Jesus. He was a carpenter 
and guided his family with love in the Spirit of 
God. When I reflect on the staff at Saint Olaf 
I can see that same Spirit working among us. 
Our staff cares for the building, our guests, you, 

our parishioners, and are proud to be a part of 
the downtown community. Their dedication to 
maintaining Saint Olaf as a beat in the heart of 
the city shows in their dedication to come to 
work, look out for their neighbor, and love God 
in their own ways. We have been pruned over 
time and pruning brings new growth. Jesus 
continues to promise new growth and peace 
within the Church for those who “walk in fear 
of the Lord, and with the consolation of the 
Holy Spirit the Church grew in numbers.” We 
look forward to new growth and a new sense 
of peace.
A May first tradition we did as children was to 
fill May baskets with dandelions and other 
assorted flowers that we could find and 
leave them on the neighbors’ doorsteps. 
Please know I offer you a simple May Basket 
as we begin this beautiful month and I ask 
the Blessed Mother, along with St. Joseph to 
continue to bless and protect you. Jesus says, 
“If you remain in me and my words remain in 
you, ask for whatever you want and it will be 
done for you.” Thank you, Jesus, for answering 
our prayer. Thank you, Jesus, for a new 
awakening! Thank you, Jesus, for allowing us 
to bear much fruit.
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
May 2: Acts: 9: 26-31, Ps 22, 1 Jn 3: 18-24, Jn 15: 1-8
May 9: Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48, Ps 98, 1 Jn 4: 7-10, Jn 15: 9-17

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass 
and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/
user/SaintOlafChurch/live.
On Facebook, search for and like: Saint Olaf Catholic Church, 
Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives all of our 
Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

ANNUAL FAMILY ROSARY PROCESSION
Sunday, May 2 at 2pm there will be a procession from the 
State Capitol to Cathedral of Saint Paul. The event will also be 
live streamed on the Cathedral’s Facebook page. Those who 
cannot walk the procession route may go directly to the 
Cathedral to pray the Rosary with those who are in procession.
Archbishop Hebda will preside at this public witness to our 
Catholic faith during the month of May, dedicated to our 
Blessed Mother Mary. Additional information can also be 
found on their website at minnesotarosaryprocessions.org.

POPE FRANCIS INVITES ALL TO PRAY THE ROSARY IN MAY 
Pope Francis invites Catholics and Marian Shrines around the 
world to dedicate the month of May to a marathon of prayer 
for an end to the Covid-19 pandemic.

REMEMBERING OUR MOTHER’S ON MOTHER’S DAY
This Mother’s Day, May 9, remember mothers, living and 
deceased with a donation toward church environment and 
flowers. Suggested offering is $5.00. Use forms available in the 
Acrylic racks at the church entrances. Make checks out to Saint 
Olaf Church with “Mother’s Day Environment” in the memo line.

IN MEMORIAM
Please pray for loved ones lost who are associated with Saint 
Olaf. We will post news of any pending Funeral Masses or 
Memorial services when they are scheduled. Please check 
saintolaf.org and click on Funeral in the top right of any page 
to see the scheduled funerals.
Robert Thimmesh, Parishioner Died: April 19, Funeral Mass: 
May 1, 2021
Chester “Chet” Simmons, Parishioner Died: April 17, 2021 
Funeral: in Gross Pointe, MI date TBD

FREE PARKING AT SAINT OLAF 
FREE parking for Saturday/Sunday Masses in addition to the 
Saint Olaf surface lot adjacent to the building, we contract 
for parking in the ramp of the Minneapolis Club, 123 Ramp 
(pickup a validation ticket from the Usher or Reception) and 
the surface lot on the corner of 10th and 3rd Ave (Pick up a 
voucher from reception and display the Parking Voucher in 
your windshield-Park in Southwest corner only).  

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before Mass starts (allow 

us to clean the Church between Masses)
• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the Handicapped Door 

off of Eighth Street
• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask to Mass and observe social distancing

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, MAY 1
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS
SUNDAY, MAY 2
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS (+LIVESTREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
MONDAY, MAY 3
 7:00 AM MASS

  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVESTREAMED)
TUESDAY, MAY 4
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVESTREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 5
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS 
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVESTREAMED)  
THURSDAY, MAY 6
 7:00 AM MASS

  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVESTREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY, MAY 7
OFFICES CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVESTREAMED)

SATURDAY, MAY 8
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #42

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Apr 12-18 $13,704 $19,733 -$6,029

YTD through
Week #42 $1,006,927 $975,100 $31,827




