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A few years ago, my home parish of St. Luke’s 
had its name changed. One hundred some 
years later, with a stroke of pen, and an edict 
by the Archbishop, it became St. Thomas 
More.  I remember at the time, we Lukers were 
horrified that people of another generation  
with little or no understanding of  parish history  
simply decided to give it a new name. I 
remember, too, how my friends who went to 
school at St. Mark’s, shared our deep feelings 
and were willing to do what was necessary to 
join in our protest if we chose to go in that 
direction. 

Okay. I know people, places, and things 
change.  But some changes are more difficult 
to swallow than others. The closing of St. 
Mark’s School, the changing of the name of St. 
Luke’s to St. Thomas More are two that rattle 
my spirit. Messing with places which invoke 
so many memories and emotions for me and 
countless others is challenging. 

During the Easter Season, we talk about 
rebirth and new life. I know intellectually this 
will be true for the parish of St. Mark’s as it has 
been for St. Thomas More. Hopefully, it will be 
true for all of us who mourn the loss of things 
we were a part of that we believed would last 
forever. They don’t. But what does, is what 
truly matters. They are the lessons we learned, 
the faith we expressed, and the friendships we 
made. These are what remain. These are what 
ultimately give life, regardless of how things 
change now or in the future. 

My Friends, 

It was announced that St. Mark’s Catholic 
School in St. Paul is closing its doors after an 
illustrious career of educating generations of 
kids who went to church there. You cannot 
measure the impact this Catholic School had 
throughout its history. Nor can you list all the 
children who became adults and have made 
a marked difference in the places they are 
because they got their start at schools like St. 
Mark’s. 

While I was baptized at St. Mark’s, I never 
attended that school.  When I was in grade 
school, I wished the powers that be would 
have closed the school in the early sixties. St. 
Mark’s School (the Markers) and my school, St. 
Luke’s (the Lukers) a mile down the road, were 
fierce competitors in everything. Closing the 
school back then would have been cheered, 
applauded, and deeply appreciated by those of 
us who went head-to-head with them as their 
arch-rivals.  

But that was then. This is now. Truth be told, 
what we didn’t know then became part of our 
education later in life. We learned we had more 
in common than not. Our competitive spirits 
made each other better and gave each the 
opportunity to excel and be our very best.  We 
crossed parish boundaries and became friends 
as we grew up. These friendships endured and 
are the best gifts we received and gave to each 
other.  

It is a very sad time for the St. Mark’s 
Community as they let go of a vital piece of 
their parish life and importance in that part 
of St. Paul. What deepens the grief for many 
are memories of the countless numbers of 
people who made the school what it was, such 
as the Sisters of St. Joseph, too numerous to 
mention who served there throughout the 
school’s history. The lay teachers were just 
as dedicated and committed to teaching and 
sharing the values and tenets of the Catholic 
faith—more by the way they taught and by 
the examples they were in the classroom and 
on the playground.  They were good people 
forming and shaping young minds, setting 
a foundation to build on as they progressed 
through their academic careers. 

I think of the pastors who served there 
who must be turning in their graves at 
Calvary and Resurrection Cemeteries as this 
announcement was made.  The vision and 
sense of mission they possessed as they led 
the parish gave St. Mark’s its purpose and 
meaning for generations of kids, faculty, and 
staff.  I think of the families who sacrificed to 
send their children to St. Mark’s.  The support, 
encouragement, and consistent care which 
they offered those who had responsibilities 
to teach their children were legendary. 
These contributions cannot be measured 
only in money.  These families made a great 
contribution to St. Mark’s School, and their gift 
will always be its enduring legacy.  
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What Remains... What Endures...  by Fr. Patrick Kennedy



CONCERT MAY 4
From Age To Age, Choir in Residence, Saturday, May 4, at 7:30pm; 
Peter J. Durow, artistic director; $20.00 suggested donation.

“SOFAS & SPOKES” COMING SOON!
Annual Downtown Congregations to End Homelessness (DCEH) 
furniture and bicycle drive on Saturday, May 18, 9-noon, Hennepin 
Av. United Methodist Church (511 Groveland Av, Mpls). Furniture 
and bicycles will be given to guests of DCEH outreach ministries. 
More info at www.dceh.org.

BOOK CLUB
Sunday, May 19 from 2:30 to 3:30; The Diary of a Country Priest by 
Georges Bernanos.

In this classic Catholic novel, Bernanos movingly recounts the life 
of a young country priest who grows to understand his provincial 
parish while learning spiritual humility himself. 

KNITTERS FOR SAMARITAN MINISTRY
Novice and/or expert knitters are needed to create warm gloves, 
mittens, scarves and hats for our Samaritan Ministry guests. 
Knitters meet Fridays in Forliti Gathering Room from 10:00am - 
11:30am to knit together or receive help with their projects. For more 
info: contact parishioner David Fillman at d.a.fillman@gmail.com. 

RETIREMENT MASS AND DINNER 
Event honoring Fr. Kennedy will be Saturday, June 1, at 4:00pm. RSVP 
on the website.  More information will follow next week.

ST OLAF AT THE TWINS
Join parishioners and friends to hear our Festival Choir sing the 
national anthem at our annual ST OLAF NIGHT AT THE TWINS, 
Wednesday, June 12 at 7:10pm, Twins vs Seattle. Tickets for $25 
include a hot dog and a pop.  Reserve tickets using the form below. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

April 15-21 $40,235 $49,900 -$9,665

YTD through Week #42 $1,084,105 $1,206,876 -$122,771
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ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #42

Number of Tickets @ $25 each 

TOTAL ENCLOSED (cash or check only)

Name

Phone Number

Email

I would like to sit by:

Mail to St Olaf, drop in the collection basket, or drop at 
desk in Forliti Foyer by May 20.  Payment MUST be  

included with this order form.

St. Olaf Night at the

EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

SATURDAY, MAY 4
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM RCIA
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS
  7:30 PM FROM AGE TO AGE CONCERT

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 5
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
  9:00 AM NURSERY OPENS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS W/FIRST COMMUNION
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, MAY 6
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY 
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA

TUESDAY, MAY 7
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
  5:30 PM HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS
  6:00 PM ALANON
  6:30 PM PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, MAY 9
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  6:30 PM DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER

FRIDAY, MAY 10
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

SATURDAY, MAY 11
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM RCIA
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS




