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ALMOST COMMISSIONED
by Fr. Kevin Kenney

Reaching the Sixth Sunday of Easter has not 
been an easy task. We have moved from 
fear, to incredulous joy, to disbelief, to pure 
awe. The Good Shepherd has sought us and 
we have followed his lead. We arrived in 
Galilee and went fishing, coming up empty 
yet hungry. We listened and threw our nets 
to the other side, catching abundance and 
recognizing the voice. Breakfast was waiting 
which satisfied our hunger. We knew who 
He was and simply sat in His presence. We 
ate and we laughed, we rested and relaxed. 
It is good we are here, in His presence so 
near. Do you feel it, do you know it, and can 
you stay for a while? Why run, why avoid 
what we can so plainly see? Look around, 
and thank God, you are a friend. So many 
times we hear, “I haven’t seen my friend in 
years yet when we get together, it seems 
like yesterday we were just together, our 
lives continue on the same path.” We pick 
up where we left off, something new has 
happened, our relationship has deepened.
When we walk through the doors of the 
Lord’s house, what do you feel? Is it like 
returning home? Do you say, “Hey Mom, 
I’m home?” So many over these Easter 
weeks have said, “It feels good to come 
home. I/we have missed Saint Olaf and 

our Church family.” The last months have 
been challenging, isolating and distanced 
but now we begin to return home. Some 
will find us for the first time; others day 
after day come to make a visit. The doors 
remain open longer, allowing a visit to Mom 
in the chapel on weekday afternoons until 
3:30 pm. Soon we will smell the scent of 
coffee, rolls and maybe even cookies when 
we walk through the door, stirring within 
us the memories of old. The roses that 
adorn the altar this weekend represent 
the love and beauty of our Mothers. As we 
celebrate Mothers’ Day, we remember the 
sweet scent, the warm glow and the stern 
looks our mothers provided, encouraging 
us to be who we are today. Mothers are 
beautiful instruments of faith, as were the 
women who first appeared at the tomb. 
Courageously, yet fearful and respectful, 
they proclaimed first to the disciples that 
Jesus had risen. We thank our mothers 
today for the gift of faith, no matter how 
you came home, our mothers gave us life 
and in this life, we have come to know Jesus. 
Jesus always welcomes us home.
Jesus states in today’s gospel, “As the Father 
loves me, so I love you.” Jesus says, “I love 
you!” Jesus calls us friends and as friends, 

we gather to share our story, to learn from 
each other, and to know we are not alone. 
You are chosen, you are loved, you 
are befriended, and you are named in 
prayer. When we know there is an external 
power motivating us in life, is it a prayer 
someone has offered that empowers you to 
live, love and befriend? Jesus has appointed us 
to go and bear fruit, fruit that will remain. 
What fruit in your life do you see that was 
given to you through faith, by your Mom, 
from friends? “Love one another,” is the 
command Jesus gives, not an easy command 
but one that endures. When we love, Jesus 
says, “Whatever you ask the Father in my 
name He may give you.” How many times have 
our mothers prayed for us? How many rosaries 
have been said? Look around and see how 
many people are loved. Why do so many not 
know of this love in their lives? What can we do 
to welcome them home?
Soon the Holy Spirit will commission us 
as a Church as we celebrate the feasts 
that are near. Relish in the love that 
Jesus has for you. Allow yourself to be 
loved so when we are commissioned, we 
are ready to bear fruit from this love that 
will last forever. Jesus has friended you, 
will you accept the invitation?
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
May 9: Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48, Ps 98, 1 Jn 4: 7-10, Jn 15: 9-17
May 16: Acts 1: 1-11, Ps 47, Eph 1: 17-23, Mk 16: 15-20

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS
ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV 
Channel 6 on Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on 
Mondays at 10:00am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon 
Mass and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: 
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live.
On Facebook, search for and like: Saint Olaf Catholic 
Church, Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives 
all of our Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/
media.

POPE FRANCIS INVITES ALL TO
PRAY THE ROSARY IN MAY
Pope Francis invites Catholics and Marian Shrines around 
the world to dedicate the month of May to a marathon of 
prayer for an end to the COVID-19 pandemic.

FURNITURE DRIVE
Saturday, May 15, 2021 from 9-noon at Hennepin Avenue 
United Methodist Church (511 Groveland Ave, Minneapolis). 
Donations of gently used furniture will be accepted and will 
then be given to guests of “Align Mpls” outreach ministries 
to assist in furnishing new apartments. Questions? Contact 
Julia at 612-317-3413 or  jfreeman@mary.org. No beds, 
appliances or construction materials, please. 

MOTHER’S DAY BLESSING TO
ALL OF OUR SAINT OLAF MOTHERS
We share gratitude for all the blessings and gifts we have 
received from our Saint Olaf Mothers, those with us, as 
well as those who watch over us from heaven.

FREE PARKING AT SAINT OLAF 
Saint Olaf surface parking lot, adjacent to the building on 
8th St and 3rd Ave. 
Minneapolis Club Ramp – across from us on 8th Street. 
Saint Olaf has entered into an agreement with the 
Minneapolis Club for parking on Saturdays, Sundays, and 
Holy Days during Mass times.
10th Street surface lots and 2nd Ave. Saint Olaf has been 
extended a gift of free parking, but it is ONLY for the 10th 
St. and 2nd Ave. southwest corner of this lot and ONLY 
for weekend Mass. You must display a “Saint Olaf” card 
on your dashboard. Cards are available at the Forliti Foyer 
Reception desk or from the ushers.
121 Ramp (formerly the TCF ramp) pick up a validation 
ticket from the Usher or Reception desk.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before Mass starts (allow 

us to clean the Church between Masses)
• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the Handicapped Door 

off of Eighth Street
• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask to Mass and observe social distancing

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, MAY 8
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS
SUNDAY, MAY 9
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
MONDAY, MAY 10
 7:00 AM MASS

  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
TUESDAY, MAY 11
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED) 
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
WEDNESDAY, MAY 12
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS 
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)  
THURSDAY, MAY 13
 7:00 AM MASS

  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED) 
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY, MAY 14
OFFICES CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
SATURDAY, MAY 15
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #43

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Apr 19-25 $19,600 $19,733 -$133

YTD through
Week #43 $1,026,527 $994,833 $31,694




