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MARY, OUR MOTHER
PRAY FOR US!

by Fr. Kevin Kenney

Today we celebrate Mother’s Day!  Blessings to all Mothers and 
thank you Mom for the gift of life.  May we all remember our 
Mothers today and pray for them or through them, asking for 
their care during this time of need.
May is also the Month of Mary.  Many individuals and families 
pray the rosary during the month of May as a way to seek the 
intercession of our Blessed Virgin Mary for many things.  We 
seek refuge under her protection during these troubled times 
of illness, unemployment, uncertainty of the future and death.  
I invite you to consider praying the rosary and Pope Francis has 
asked that we add these two prayers at the end of our rosaries 
during the month of May.
FIRST PRAYER:  O Mary, You shine continuously on our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. We entrust ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the cross, were united with 
Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith. “Protectress of the 
Roman people”, you know our needs, and we know that you will 
provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy and celebration may 
return after this time of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to 
conform ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what Jesus 
tells us. For he took upon himself our suffering, and burdened 
himself with our sorrows to bring us, through the cross, to the 
joy of the Resurrection.  Amen.
SECOND PRAYER: “We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother 
of God”.  In the present tragic situation, when the whole world 
is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God 
and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection. Virgin 
Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus 
pandemic.  Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their 
loved ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way that 
grieves them deeply.  Be close to those who are concerned for 
their loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent the 
spread of the disease, cannot be close to them.  Fill with hope 
those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the 
consequences for the economy and employment. Mother of God 

and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that 
this great suffering may end and that hope and peace may 
dawn anew.  Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, 
so that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted, 
and their hearts be opened to confidence and trust.  Protect 
those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who 
are on the frontline of this emergency, and are risking their 
lives to save others.  Support their heroic effort and grant 
them strength, generosity and continued health. Be close to 
those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, 
in their pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying 
to help and support everyone.  Blessed Virgin, illumine the 
minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, 
that they may find effective solutions to overcome this virus. 
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and 
generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking the 
basic necessities of life and may devise social and economic 
solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity. Mary 
Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds 
invested in developing and stockpiling arms will instead be 
spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent 
similar tragedies from occurring in the future. Beloved Mother, 
help us realize that we are all members of one great family 
and to recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit 
of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless 
situations of poverty and need.  Make us strong in faith, 
persevering in service, constant in prayer. Mary, Consolation 
of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray 
that God will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us 
from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume 
its normal course. To you, who shine on our journey as a sign 
of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, 
O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary.  Amen.  Jesus Christ is Risen, 
Alleluia!
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS
May 10: Acts 6:1-7, Ps 33; 1 Pt 2: 4-9; Jn 14:1-12
May 17: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Ps 66; 1 Pt 3: 15-18; Jn 14: 15-21

MOTHER’S DAY ENVIRONMENT AND FLOWERS
Due to the pandemic this year we will not be having a collection 
for the church environment in honor/memory of our mothers. 
We still hope to lift up our Mothers’, both living and deceased, 
in prayer. Please send any remembrances of your mothers in 
to us and we will add them to our Prayer Chest and offer 
those prayers during the Masses on May 10th. Send your 
prayer remembrances to: vstillwell@saintolaf.org, call the 
parish office at 612-332-7471, or mail them to the parish 
office, 215 South 8th St, Minneapolis, MN 55402.

VISIT THE SAINT OLAF WEBSITE AT SAINTOLAF.ORG 
Please visit the Saint Olaf website for updates on the 
Coronavirus and its impact on Saint Olaf. The main page has 
the latest information posted as we learn of any revisions or 
updates. If you would like to watch Sunday and Weekday Mass 
please visit the Saint Olaf website. Click on the word Media. 
Scroll down and click on “View This Week’s Mass Broadcast”. 
Click on the Mass broadcast you wish to view. The most recent 
broadcast will be shown at the top. Watch daily Mass on the 
Saint Olaf website in English or Spanish.
NEED A PRAYER, ARE FEELING DISCOURAGED, OR NEED 
TO SPEAK TO A PRIEST 
If you need a prayer, someone to talk to, or need to hear 
another voice, please give us a call, we are here for you, 612-
332-7471.

SAINT OLAF IS NOW ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM 
Search for Saint Olaf Catholic Church, downtown Minneapolis 
on Facebook and saint_olaf_church on Instagram. Like our 
page and follow us to see our daily posts and see what we 
are up to during this time. Watch for the daily Mass videos 
that are posted in English and Spanish every day. Let us bring 
Saint Olaf to you during this time!
FR. KEVIN WEEKDAY LITURGICAL COMMENTARY ON 
THE READINGS 
Fr. Kevin is posting a daily reflection on the readings. Visit 
SaintOlaf.org, page down to find and click on the picture of 
Fr. Kevin with the subtitle, Fr. Kevin’s Weekday Liturgical 
Commentary. Click on the daily link to view his commentary 
for your prayer and reflection. 

MASS INTENTIONS
Daily Mass Intentions are still available.  We continue to 
celebrate two Masses Monday through Friday and one on 
Saturday.  Many Masses remain open for a Mass intention.  
Please call Beth Frey in the Parish Office and she will be happy 
to schedule a Mass Intention for you, 612-332-7471.

We encourage all of our parishioners and guests to follow 
Governor Walz’s “STAY AT HOME” mandate, currently in place 
through May 17th, 2020. Please stay at home. 

Saint Olaf will open for Reconciliation with our regular schedule 
in the Main Church. The Main Church will be open for Adoration 
and private prayer during the regular daily Mass times.

SAINT OLAF IS GRATEFUL FOR YOUR GIFTS SHARED 
We thank you for your lovely notes and phone calls of support 
shared, please know that we miss you and cannot wait until 
we can see you again.

Thank you also for your continued support with gifts sent via  
the mail, using our online Giving via the SaintOlaf.org/Give, or 
the new Text-To-Give option*.  Online giving is safe, secure, and 
you can make a one-time gift or set up a recurring gift for Saint 
Olaf.  If you need assistance, please contact Mary Kennedy at 
612-767-6204 and she can assist you with setting up your 
account online.

*Text the word “GIVE” to 612-800-0603. (This is Saint Olaf’s 
Unique TEXT-TO-GIVE number. More information is available 
on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/GIVE.

WHERE DID THE PIANO GO? 
The piano restoration project has finally begun, with funds 
already had in reserve. We hope to have it completed in time 
for the celebration of the feast of our patron, Saint Olaf, on 
July 26. Stay tuned for a more detailed update in an upcoming 
bulletin in June!

DAY TIME MAIN CHURCH
Monday-Friday 7:00am-7:30am Adoration

Monday-Friday 7:30am-till line ends Reconciliation

Monday-Friday 12:00pm-12:30pm Adoration

Tuesday, Thursday 12:30pm-till line ends Reconciliation

Saturday* 12:30pm-till line ends Reconciliation

Sunday Closed to the Public

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK 43
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

April 20-26 $16,119 $17,894 -$1,775
YTD through

Week #43 $1,121,234 $1,112,312 $8,992

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

*Saturday is for Reconciliation Only at north entrance off surface
parking lot.


