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and then everyone is invited to stay to greet 
Father and to celebrate his farewell with food, 
stories, and more.  

The menu is picnic fare, a true crowd pleaser.  
Attendees can enjoy their choice of burgers, 
chicken sandwiches, hot dogs, all the favorite 
picnic sides, and wash it down with beer or root 
beer.  We will have Fr. Kennedy’s favorite dessert 
too – chocolate chip cookies.

No invitations will be sent for this event - All ARE 
Welcome!  Feel free to spread the word, but most 
of all, join us for an evening of celebration, share 
your favorite Fr. Kennedy stories, and wish him 
well as he moves on to “what’s next.”

If you can let us know how many will be in your 
party so we can be sure to have enough for all, 
please register on the website www.stolaf.org or 
call the parish office (612-332-7471) to let us know 
you are coming.  But don’t worry if you forget to 
register, come anyway – this is a cannot miss 
event!  The RSVP also includes a spot to share a 
special memory or wish for Fr. Kennedy which we 
will collect and give to him as a memento.

Speaking of wishes, Fr. Kennedy’s wish is that any 
gifts made in his honor be given to Saint Olaf, to 
support the mission and vison of this parish. If 
you are so inclined, you can send a gift by check 
to the parish office or make an online gift by 
scrolling to the bottom of the main page of our 
website, www.saintolaf.org and click on the Make 
an Online Gift in Honor of Fr. Kennedy under the 
News & Announcements section. 

The idea of priestly service on the part of Patrick 
Kennedy can be traced back to that seminal 
moment when he became “Captain” of the Altar 
Servers at Saint Luke’s (now called Saint Thomas 
More- do NOT get him started about that!) in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota.  If you haven’t heard the 
story, his tale begins as this: 

“I actually thought I was running the parish when I 
was in the fifth grade because I became Captain of 
the Altar Servers, but I found out very quickly that 
I wasn’t, but that didn’t deter me from trying.”  (Pax 
Christi Stewardship video, 2009)

Whether it was the opportunity to lead, getting 
the choice roles at Mass, the dotage of his peers, 
or something else, we are very glad that the idea 
germinated into a call to priestly service in the 
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis.

Father Patrick Kennedy answered God’s call 
and was ordained in June of 1977.  One of his 
first assignments was at Saint Olaf under the 
watchful tutelage of Monsignor Fleming.  For four 
years, Fr. Kennedy watched, listened, and learned 
from Monsignor Fleming’s example.  When he 
returned to Saint Olaf in 2014, it completed the 
circle and so it is fitting that Saint Olaf becomes 
the Alpha and the Omega of Fr. Kennedy’s career.

In between there are many resting stops, some 
way too brief, but through it all Fr. Kennedy 
garnered a well-deserved reputation as a priest 
devoted to the Eucharist, a great steward of 
the people and resources found in each of his 
assignments, a “fixer,” an outstanding homilist, 

and a man who tried valiantly to leave each parish 
or assignment better than when he came there.

The roll call of service after St. Olaf emulates a crazy 
dance step, marching to its own beat.  There is:

• Blessed Sacrament, Saint Paul
• Saint Olaf, Minneapolis
• Holy Trinity, South Saint Paul
• Saint Joan of Arc, Minneapolis 
•  Vocation Director for the Archdiocese of Saint 

Paul and Minneapolis
• Saint Therese, Saint Paul
• Saint Leo, Saint Paul
• Saint Patrick, Edina 
• Saint William, Fridley
• Epiphany, Coon Rapids
• Pax Christi, Eden Prairie
• St. Mark Oro Valley, Tucson, Arizona
•  Saint Olaf, back home to Minneapolis once 

again.

Through each of these assignments, hearts were 
touched, lives were changed, and most would 
heartily agree, the places and people were better 
from his being with them for a time.

It’s time to celebrate: 
The Retirement Party for Fr. Patrick Kennedy, 
current pastor of St Olaf Catholic Church, will be 
Saturday, June 1.  It will begin with the 4:00pm 
Mass for the Solemnity of the Ascension of Jesus.  
There will be a short program at the end of Mass, 
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Come to the Party!  by Mary Kennedy, Business Manager



LEGISLATION ADVOCACY
Share your voice in support of housing issues with the current 
legislature.   Go to:  https://www.cctwincities.org/advocate/take-
action-now/, and then click on the box “Commit to housing this 
session.” The text of the petition will pop up for your review. Fill in 
your HOME information and then click “Sign the petition.” Please 
complete by May 15.  Contact Staff Member Michael Griffin at 
mgriffin@saintolaf.org with questions.

“SOFAS & SPOKES” MAY 18
Annual Downtown Congregations to End Homelessness (DCEH) 
furniture and bicycle drive on Saturday, May 18, 9-noon, Hennepin 
Av. United Methodist Church (511 Groveland Av, Mpls). Furniture 
and bicycles will be given to guests of DCEH outreach ministries. 
More info at www.dceh.org.

BOOK CLUB
Sunday, May 19 from 2:30 to 3:30; The Diary of a Country Priest by 
Georges Bernanos.

In this classic Catholic novel, Bernanos movingly recounts the life 
of a young country priest who grows to understand his provincial 
parish while learning spiritual humility himself. 

MEMORIAL DAY
There will be one Mass on Memorial Day, May 27, at 10:00am.  The 
building will be open for Mass from about 9:30 – 11:30.  Offices 
closed.   

ST OLAF AT THE TWINS
Join parishioners and friends to hear our Festival Choir sing the 
national anthem at our annual ST OLAF NIGHT AT THE TWINS, 
Wednesday, June 12 at 7:10pm, Twins vs Seattle.  Tickets for $25 
include a hot dog and a pop.  Reserve tickets using the form below. 
Deadline is May 20.  Details about picking up tickets in future 
bulletins.

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

April 22-28 $16,075 $25,000 -$8,925

YTD through Week #43 $1,100,180 $1,231,876 -$131,696
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ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #43

Number of Tickets @ $25 each 

TOTAL ENCLOSED (cash or check only)

Name

Phone Number

Email

I would like to sit by:

Mail to St Olaf, drop in the collection basket, or drop at 
desk in Forliti Foyer by May 20.  Payment MUST be  

included with this order form.

St. Olaf Night at the

EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

SATURDAY, MAY 11
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM RCIA
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 12
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
  9:00 AM NURSERY OPENS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
MONDAY, MAY 13
  7:00 AM 
  7:30 AM 

MASS/CONFESSIONS
SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY 

12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA

TUESDAY, MAY 14
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
  6:00 PM ALANON
  6:30 PM PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, MAY 16
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS

 FRIDAY, MAY 17
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

SATURDAY, MAY 18
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL 
  4:00 PM MASS




