
In this land of 10,000 lakes and four 
distinct seasons, we have an intimate and 
interesting relationship with water and 
the various forms it takes. From fog, rain, 
snow, sleet and hail; water comes from 
above and below, and then finds a place 
to settle. Water plays a role this weekend 
with the Minnesota Fishing Opener! 

We have times of abundance when 
water is plentiful, as well as times of 
over-abundance when the result is 
flooding and destruction. This past 
month of “April showers” makes one 
wonder if we should wear life jackets. 
The May flowers might need one too!
We can also experience the other 
extreme, like in recent years when the 
earth cracks and vegetation dies due to 
drought. The west and southwest parts 
of the country, as well as other places 
around the world, are still under 
tremendous drought conditions.
There are human burdens and a price to 
be paid in both of these extremes. Lives 
and livelihoods are greatly impacted. The 
poor and marginalized, and all who are 
vulnerable are usually afflicted the most. 
Tears shed in joy and sorrow reflect yet 
another aspect of water.
We use a lot of resources to try and shape 
our relationship with water; sandbags and 

dikes when it floods, and storage 
tanks and conservation efforts when it’s 
dry. We freeze it when we are hot and 
heat it when we are cold. We soften it 
when it is too hard and filter it when it is 
dirty. 
As people of faith we are reminded 
that the invitation from God through 
Jesus Christ is through the waters of 
Baptism. During these “Great 50 Days of 
Easter” we celebrate with a sprinkling 
rite at Mass. The water and 
accompanying invitation comes to us 
as we actively renew our baptismal 
promises. Accordingly, we are not 
called to shape the water like we do in 
other parts of our lives. How many 
times do we find ourselves fighting and 
trying to control an invitation from God? 
Rather, we are called to let the waters of 
Baptism shape and form us. To become a 
disciple is to sacramentally “go with the 
flow!”
From this vantage point of 
faithfully going with the flow, we 
come to better understand and 
recognize the gift of life and dignity 
that comes from God; both our own 
and that of others. Going with the flow of 
Baptism leads us to a life of love and 
service in the example of Christ. Going 
with the flow brings healing, hope 
and forgiveness to a world parched by 
violence and suffering. Going with the 
flow at Saint Olaf means we “serve as a 

living sign of Christ’s saving presence in the 
heart of the city.”

Washed and refreshed in the flowing
waters of Baptism we are compelled to
quench the thirst of those in need and
share the Good News of God’s love. There is
no shortage of opportunities to share the
impact of our "going with the flow." We
can and must bring our experience of the 
waters of Baptism to help make the city a 
better place for all people.
We offer our prayer, liturgical, and other 
sacramental support each day. Saint 
Olaf Samaritan Ministry directly serves 
hundreds of people each month. The
parched life of poverty cries out for the 
refreshing compassion and mercy that 
service as baptized people brings. 
Whether directly or with material 
resources there are many ways to share 
in parish ministries. 
Bringing the waters of baptism to public 
policy considerations at the local, state 
and national levels, like other forms of 
service, only deepens our experience of 
God’s love and justice in Jesus Christ for us 
and for the common good. John’s gospel 
for this weekend concludes “This is how all 
will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” The Gospel way 
of going with the flow.
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GO WITH THE FLOW: LET THE WATER SHAPE US INTO DISCIPLES
Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS  
May 15: 5th Sunday of Easter: Acts 14: 21-27, Ps 145, Rev 21: 1-5a,

         Jn 13: 31-33a, 34-35
May 22: 6th Sunday of Easter: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29, Ps 67, Rev 21:10-

14, 22-23, Jn 14:23-29
WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON MCN CH 6
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am. 
Saint Olaf also live streams our Monday-Friday 12:00Noon Mass and 
our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
BRUSH WITH KINDNESS DATES JUNE 9 & 10
The Saint Olaf/Habitat “A Brush with Kindness” project dates have 
been set for Thursday & Friday June 9 & 10! You are invited to join 
the team to help prep and paint a house in need of repair. Sign up to 
volunteer: stolafcatholicchurch.tchabitat.volunteerhub.com. Call the 
parish office at 612-332-7471 for more information or email 
MGriffin@SaintOlaf.org.

IN MEMORIUM
Please pray for loved ones lost who are associated with Saint Olaf.  
We will post news of any pending Funeral Masses or Memorial 
Services when they are scheduled.  Check saintolaf.org and click on 
Funeral in the top right corner of any page to see the scheduled 
funerals.
Rose Strei, Died April 20, 2022. Memorial Mass May 21, 2022 2:00pm.
HELPING THE PRIESTS WHO'VE HELPED US
There will be a collection the weekend of May 21/22 for the Leo C. 
Byrne Residence, a home for retired priests in the Archdiocese. For 
more information, visit saintolaf.org and scroll down to view  
Upcoming Events.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
SAINT OLAF NIGHT AT THE TWINS JUNE 22
Come and enjoy a Saint Olaf and Twins night out on Wednesday, June 
22, 6:40pm, as the Twins take on the Cleveland Guardians! Saint Olaf 
choral members have been invited once again to knock it out of the 
park as they sing the National Anthem before the game. Tickets will be 
$25 per person and include a pre-game hot dog meal at Saint Olaf and 
a charter bus ride to and from the game.  Fill out the registration below 
and return to the parish office with payment by June 1.

SAINTOLAF.ORG • PAGE 2

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORGADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

EVENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• We support face masks. Wearing one is optional.

Building closes at 5:30pm Monday - Friday.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-5:30pm.

SATURDAY, MAY 14 
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, MAY 15
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, MAY 16
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM

TUESDAY, MAY 17
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:00 AM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM ORGAN RECITAL – JACOB BENDA

THURSDAY, MAY 19
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, MAY 20
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

SATURDAY, MAY 21
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #44 
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Apr 25 - May 1 $18,042 $20,405 -$2,363
YTD - Week #44 $1,080,259 $1,118,570 -$38,311

SAINT OLAF NIGHT AT THE

Cash or checks made out to Saint Olaf Church

Number of tickets ($25 each) Total enclosed

Name

Phone Number

Email

I would like to sit by
Mail to Saint Olaf, drop in the collection basket, or drop at reception desk in 
Forliti Foyer by June 1st. Payment MUST be included with this order form.


