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While all of that might seem weird or even 
creepy to some, it is the power of our 
memories that impels us to do these things 
on days like Memorial Day. Our memories 
are our connection to the past.  They intrude 
when we least expect them to. They linger 
longer than we want sometimes. They pass 
too quickly when we want them to stay in our 
consciousness. Memories comfort us.  They 
help us through the difficult moments of 
life. They are moments in time, already lived, 
leaving us with a wisdom about ourselves and 
the others we have forged relationships with.  
It is a history of moments that have passed. 

Memorial Day for most is the unofficial start 
of summer.  It ushers in a more relaxed time. 
Another season is approaching. Warmer 
weather and the outdoors beckon even the 
most committed couch potato to get up, go 
out and enjoy the strength of the summer sun 
and the beauty of nature unfolding.  It is in this 
time when our minds and bodies slow down, 
that we find our spirits pondering deeper 
realities. We muse. We play.  We think.  We 
plan.  But most of all with our minds at ease, 
we remember.  When we do, a whole host of 
emotion and feeling follow. Hopefully, when 
we conclude, we are not so caught up in our 
memories we forget why we have them in the 
first place. At the end of the day, they teach us 
to be grateful. We have this time, these people, 
and this place to enjoy our life, and when 
things and people pass, all that’s left to say is, 
“Thanks be to God.”

My friends,

Memories.  Some are good.  Some are not 
so good. With each passing year, we collect 
more and more of them. Some remain in our 
consciousness. Others have been buried and 
hopefully forgotten. Life, however, has a way 
of pulling up the memories we have, and it 
doesn’t matter where they lie in our minds. The 
triggers evoking a certain memory surprise us, 
and often catch us off guard. The emotions 
they raise have us pause and ponder not only 
the memory that comes up, but how after a 
particular length of time, they still capture our 
imagination and touch our hearts in some way. 

This weekend, we celebrate Memorial Day.  It 
was originally called “Decoration Day.”  It is a 
day when we remember those who sacrificed 
their lives for the sake of making peace 
throughout the world. Men and women who 
made the ultimate sacrifice with their lives 
are remembered, honored, and reverenced 
for their willingness to defend this country. 
Many go to cemeteries like Fort Snelling 
and decorate the graves. They participate in 
various ceremonies remembering those who 
fought in battle and served this country with 
dedication, commitment, and faithfulness 
to this land they loved and the people they 
served. 

We also remember all of our loved ones 
who died.  Visiting cemeteries on this day is 
something many people do.  They go to visit 

the graves of family and friends. They bring 
flowers.  Some bring a trinket or a toy if it is 
a young person. Some bring a balloon or 
two and find something to tie it to, so it can 
wave for a while in the breeze.  If it is a 
veteran, the flag is the most appropriate 
decoration. Stuck in the ground, it marks 
somebody who served his/her country.  

But what decorates the grave are not the 
things people carry in their hands.  It is the 
memories they carry in their hearts. The quiet 
moments people spend at gravesites are 
moments where one conjures up thoughts and 
feelings of what was shared with the person 
who died. Often, it doesn’t take much for the 
grief one has experienced in saying goodbye to 
creep in and unhinge all the feelings caused by 
the separation. 

People find themselves absorbed not only in 
what happened when the person died. If there 
has been time between the death and the visit 
to the grave, but even if it has been just a few 
weeks, a person is likely to fill the deceased in 
on all that has transpired since he/she died.  
The chatting out loud but more often in silence 
is meant to include the deceased in life as it is 
right now.  Sometimes, it is like they never died.  
The conversation isn’t one-sided. It is like the 
deceased is just listening thoughtfully: smiling 
when something is funny; concerned when 
something is serious; sad when someone else 
has died in the family; loving when it seems 
the visitor is getting ready to leave. 
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Memories by Fr. Patrick Kennedy



MEMORIAL DAY
There will be one Mass on Memorial Day, May 27, at 10:00am. The 
building will be open for Mass from about 9:30 – 11:30. Offices 
closed. 

REMEMBERING OUR FATHERS ON FATHER’S DAY:
Father’s Day, June 16, remember fathers, living and deceased, with 
a donation toward church flowers and environment. Suggested 
offering is $5.00. Use forms available in the pamphlet racks. Make 
checks out to St. Olaf Church with “Father’s Day Flowers” in the 
memo line. Please submit by June 9. Thank you! 

PICK UP TWINS TICKETS
Twins tickets will be ready for pick-up Wednesday, May 29 at 
the reception desk in Forliti Foyer during normal building hours, 
Monday – Friday.  

RETIREMENT/FAREWELL FOR FR.KENNEDY
All (that means you) are invited to the Mass and dinner to celebrate 
Fr. Kennedy’s farewell as pastor of St. Olaf.  It will start with the 
4:00pm Mass on Saturday, June 1; dinner after Mass. It would help 
us if you RSVP on our website, www.saintolaf.org.  Scroll down to 
the bottom of the first page and click on the RSVP link.  

PENTECOST
Pentecost is the weekend of June 8 and 9. Help us celebrate the 
presence of the Holy Spirit at St. Olaf and around the world. Wear 
red or ethnic clothing when you come to Mass for the Solemnity of 
Pentecost.

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

May 6 – May 12 $24,361 $27,091 $-2,730

YTD through Week #45 $1,143,741 $1,286,057 $-142,316
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ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #45

EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

SATURDAY, MAY 25
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 26
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
  9:00 AM NURSERY OPENS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, MAY 27, MEMORIAL DAY
OFFICE CLOSED
BUILDING CLOSED AFTER MASS
10:00 AM MASS

TUESDAY, MAY 28
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
  6:00 PM  ALANON
  6:30 PM PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, MAY 30
  7:00 AM  MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, MAY 31
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
10:00 AM KNITTING CLUB
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

SATURDAY, JUNE 1
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM  AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS/FAREWELL FOR FR. KENNEDY 


