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COME HOLY SPIRIT, COME HOLY 
SPIRIT, COME HOLY SPIRIT

by Fr. Kevin Kenney
“Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle 
in them the fire of your love.  Send forth your Spirit and they 
shall be created.  And you shall renew the face of the earth.”  
Pentecost is the birthday of the church.  The Spirit descended 
upon the disciples in the upper room and empowered them 
to go forth and speak in many languages to those gathered 
in Jerusalem.  Jesus offered them “Peace” as he breathed 
on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  No matter how 
the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples, we know 
that they were empowered to leave the upper room and 
begin to share the story of Jesus Christ with the world.  You 
and I have been baptized in the Holy Spirit and hopefully 
we were confirmed in that baptism so we know what the 
fire of the Spirit can do within us.  It is through the Holy 
Spirit that our sins are forgiven, healing comes into our lives 
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are poured into us; wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and 
fear of the Lord.  Today we celebrate the fullness of God 
being revealed and empowering us to share in the story of 
Jesus Christ.
Last week, Governor Walz issued an order allowing Churches 
to open with 10 people max in attendance.  Governor Walz 
later issued a revised order allowing Churches to open for 
public gatherings with 25% of capacity or 250 people on 
Wednesday, May 27.  Last week Archbishop Hebda and 
the Bishops of Minnesota issued a statement allowing 
Catholic Churches to defy the Governor’s original order to 
open for public Mass with 33% of capacity on May 26.  The 
Archdiocese has issued revised directives for transitioning 
to public Masses on May 27.  The Archdiocese has given 
the directive that Churches do not need to open for public 
Masses until they feel they are ready.  Where do we turn, to 
whom do we listen?  The reports are not good when looking 
at the number of COVID-19 cases and deaths in Minnesota, 
especially Hennepin County.  Mayor Frey is watching closely 
what is happening in Minneapolis. Where is the “Peace” 
that Jesus offers?  

I will not include here when we will open since my article 
is overdue.  I will be meeting with staff throughout the 
day as we try to reorganize and make the best decisions.  
Pentecost is a day where we celebrate the diversity 
of community. Social distancing, wearing masks, 
no congregational singing, sanitizing, and very little 
interaction with one another will be the standard.  This 
does not help rebuild community but I believe that this is 
temporary and once we have peaked in Minneapolis and 
some of the guidelines are relaxed, we can gather again 
as a community as we were before.  Your returning will 
feel different and do not worry if you do not recognize 
people.  With wearing facemasks and true hair colors 
coming out, we may not recognize each other for a while.
I will get a letter out by the end of the week as to what 
direction Saint Olaf will be taking.  In the meantime, 
remember: Masks must be worn when you are at Saint 
Olaf and you must follow the directions that will be given.  
Recommendations are if you are 65 or older to stay 
home and watch Mass on TV for the next few weeks, 
if you are feeling sick, COVID-19 positive or live with 
or have been in contact with someone with COVID-19, 
please stay home.  If you have any underlining health 
conditions that make you vulnerable, please stay home.  
If you are healthy and comfortable to return to Mass 
you are welcome.  We will try to do all things possible 
to maintain a safe environment but the virus is hard 
to contain.  Minneapolis is a hotspot so it will be up to 
you to come back now or wait.  We will still be here, 
hopefully, when you return.  “Come Holy Spirit, fill the 
hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your 
love.  Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.  
And you shall renew the face of the earth.”
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
May 31: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23
June 7: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9, Ps Dn 3; 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18

IN MEMORIAM
Please pray for loved ones lost who are associated with Saint 
Olaf. We will post news of any pending Funeral Masses or 
Memorial services when they are scheduled. Please check 
saintolaf.org and click on Funeral in the top right of any page 
to see any the scheduled funerals.
Sally Thompson Died: May 22, 2020 Parishioner 

VOLUNTEER SANITATION TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED 
As we look forward and plan the reopening of Saint Olaf for 
Mass, we will need to sanitize the church before and after 
each Mass. If you would be interested in helping to sanitize in 
between Mass services please contact the parish office. 612-
332-7471 Each team member will be thoroughly trained and 
all sanitation items will be provided. 

VISIT THE SAINT OLAF WEBSITE AT SAINTOLAF.ORG
Please visit the Saint Olaf website for updates on the 
Coronavirus and its impact on Saint Olaf. The main page has 
the latest information posted as we learn of any revisions or 
updates. 
If you would like to watch Sunday and Weekday Mass please 
visit the Saint Olaf website. Click on the word Media. Scroll 
down and click on “View This Week’s Mass Broadcast”. Click 
on the Mass broadcast you wish to view. The most recent 
broadcast will be shown at the top. Watch daily Mass on the 
Saint Olaf website in English or Spanish.

NEED A PRAYER, ARE FEELING DISCOURAGED, OR NEED 
TO SPEAK TO A PRIEST 
If you need a prayer, someone to talk to, or need to hear 
another voice, please give us a call, we are here for you, 612-
332-7471.

SAINT OLAF IS NOW ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM
Search for Saint Olaf Catholic Church, downtown Minneapolis 
on Facebook and saint_olaf_church on Instagram. Like and 
follow us to see our daily posts and see what we are up during 
this time. Watch for the daily Mass videos that are posted in 
English and Spanish every day. Let us bring Saint Olaf to you 
during this time!

MASS INTENTIONS
Mass Intentions are available.  We continue to celebrate two 
Masses Monday through Friday and one on Saturday.  Many 
Masses remain open for a Mass intention.  Please call Beth 
Frey in the Parish Office and she will be happy to schedule a 
Mass Intention for you, 612-332-7471.

We encourage all of our parishioners and guests to follow 
Governor Walz’s “STAY SAFE” mandate, currently in place.

WE ARE GETTING CLOSER TO RESUMPTION OF MASS. 
Watch the website for the latest information. SaintOlaf.org/
* WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE WILL RESUME JUNE 6TH AND 7TH 
with daily Mass starting May 28
Here’s what you will need to remember when we welcome you back:
• If you are sick please stay home
• Frequently wash hands
• Cover your cough
• Wear a mask
• Observe Social Distancing
• Make your visit brief

The Daily Mass and Reconciliation schedule is as follows:

SAINT OLAF IS GRATEFUL FOR YOUR GIFTS SHARED 
We thank you for your lovely notes and phone calls of support 
shared, please know that we miss you and cannot wait until 
we can see you again. 
Thank you also for your continued support with gifts sent via 
the mail, using our online Giving via the SaintOlaf.org/Give, or 
the new Text-To-Give option*. Online giving is safe, secure, and 
you can make a one-time gift or set up a recurring gift for Saint 
Olaf. If you need assistance, please contact Mary Kennedy at 
612-767-6204 and she can assist you with setting up your 
account online. 
*Text the word “GIVE” to 612-800-0603. (This is Saint Olaf’s 
Unique TEXT-TO-GIVE number. More information is available 
on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/GIVE.

DAY TIME MAIN CHURCH
Monday-Friday 7:00am Mass

Monday-Friday 7:30am-till line ends Reconciliation

Monday-Friday 12:00pm Mass

Tuesday, Thursday 12:30pm-till line ends Reconciliation

Saturday* 12:00pm
12:30pm-till line ends

Mass
Reconciliation

Sunday Closed to the Public

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK 46
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

May 11-17 $18,586 $14,000 $4,586
YTD through

Week #46 $1,193,460 $1,162,312 $31,148

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE WILL RESUME JUNE 6TH 
AND 7TH


