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I met throughout my life. In the room were a 
few people from each stage of my life: my 
family; people I grew up with; people I went 
to school with; a few people from each parish 
and institution I had an opportunity to serve. 
I was overwhelmed with emotion, immediate 
memories, umpteen stories of our time spent 
together.  As I sit here at the end of the night, 
I realize all these people, the relationships we 
forged with each other, the times we spent in 
church and out of it, are the substance of the 
“good work” we completed together. When 
each person participates in this work, each of 
us grows deeper into the life of God and the 
community of faith we form to worship and 
serve him.  

Tonight, as I ponder my role in the Church, I 
am humbled and gratified I have had these 
opportunities.  I have learned how giving and 
receiving, loving and forgiving, are the stuff 
of God’s work here on earth. When it is done 
gracefully, the work of God is being completed 
in each of us, and this work builds the Church 
and the world we live in each day. 

My friends,

I am sitting on the little deck off the kitchen, 
outside the rectory. The hum and noises 
of downtown are muted by the thoughts 
racing through my mind. The first one is most 
sobering. Forty-two years of active ministry 
went by very fast. Tonight, at my retirement 
gathering, I realized this as I greeted people 
from many different places I served in the 
Archdiocese.  People often remark about 
things at moments like this by saying, “It 
seems like only yesterday.” In some respects, 
it is true. I have vivid memories of June 4, 1977. 
I was ordained at the Cathedral of St. Paul by 
the late Archbishop John R. Roach. Part of the 
Rite of Ordination had him say to us, “May God 
who has begun the good work in you, bring it 
to completion.”  

I suspect my classmates and I never gave the 
“completion” part much thought. Not unlike 
two people getting married when they say 
“until death do us part.”  Who thinks about 
it when you are just starting out?  We newly 
ordained priests were ready to go to work, 
do our thing, use what we learned, and with 
the grace of God, begin to serve the people 
we were being sent to. All the while, we were 
thinking not of the end but a new beginning for 
ourselves and the people we would meet on 
our journey.  While nobody ever knows where 

God will lead or how the Holy Spirit will work, 
we were ready for anything.  We had a “bring 
it on” mentality which would guide and lead 
us through the early days of our ministry. We 
all thought we had what we needed to know.  
We were ready to show that to our professors 
at the Seminary and others who were praying 
mightily this attitude would come to pass. 

As our good work began in earnest, most of us 
ordained together realized our real education 
was just beginning. We were not far out from 
the hallowed halls of St Paul Seminary. While 
we understood the theory, it was the practice 
of this theory which challenged and tested our 
own faith, faith in ourselves and in the people 
we presented ourselves to. Amazingly, most 
of these people were patient with us as we 
found our footing. They humored us as we 
spouted the lofty truths of the Church all the 
while hoping we would learn the true meaning 
of what it means to be a priest and pastor of 
their parish. 

Tonight, as I met once again, people who 
were part and parcel of my life from the very 
beginning until these days at St. Olaf, I knew 
what completed me as a priest and pastor 
and the good work I accomplished all these 
years were these people and many others 
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The Good Work is Brought to Completion   
by  Fr. Patrick Kennedy



ST. OLAF: OPEN FOR BUSINESS
The 8th St reconstruction project may feel daunting.  Don’t let it 
scare you!  Parking is available.  Use 3rd Av for access to the small 
lot adjacent to St Olaf.  You can use 8th St to enter the Minneapolis 
Club ramp across the street.  Other parking options on our website.  

PENTECOST, JUNE 8-9
Help us celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit at St. Olaf and 
around the world. Wear red or ethnic clothing when you come to 
Mass for the Solemnity of Pentecost. 

BOOK CLUB, JUNE 9
Book Club summer meetings will be June 9 and July 14.  No meeting 
in August.  

June 9, 2:30 to 3:30, Shadows and Images, by Meriol Trevor. Set in 
nineteenth century England, this is the story of a young Protestant 
woman and her journey to the Roman Catholic Church. During this 
time when Catholicism was regarded with suspicion and prejudice, 
she becomes acquainted with the ideas and people of Oxford - 
especially a brilliant young clergyman, John Henry Newman, who 
also eventually chooses Catholicism for himself.  

DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER, JUNE 13
A panel of phenomenal professional black women from the 
Silent Generation- Generation Y (Millennials) will share candid 
stories of racism in the  workplace. This panel will expose how 
“MICROAGGRESSIONS” play a major role in the perception of their 
racial identity. You won’t want to miss it! 6:30 pm Community 
Meal. Presentation and panel begins at 6:45 pm. All are welcome! 
There is no charge.

NURSERY ANNOUNCEMENT
Due to unforeseen circumstances, nursery services are suspended 
for the near future.  We are sorry for any inconvenience this may 
cause.  We will announce in a future bulletin when services resume.

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

May 20-26 $12,234 $27,091 $-14,857

YTD through Week #47 $1,174,103 $1,340,238 $-166,135

www.saintolaf.org • Page 2

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #47

EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

SATURDAY, JUNE 8
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM  AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS 

PENTECOST, JUNE 9
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, JUNE 10
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA

TUESDAY, JUNE 11
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
  6:00 PM  ALANON

THURSDAY, JUNE 13
  7:00 AM  MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  6:30 PM DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER

FRIDAY, JUNE 14
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
10:00 AM KNITTING CLUB
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

SATURDAY, JUNE 15 
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM  AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS 


