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they represented that the present leaders saluted. 
It was the usual gesture of respect expressed 
between solider and commander. Now, in the 
evening of their lives, these once valiant, seemingly 
fearless and courageous veterans raised their 
hands and returned the salute.  It was a moving 
moment indeed. 

On the third floor of the retirement community 
where my friend lives, there is a wall with individual 
plaques honoring the service of those who fought 
in World War II and live in this community. Each 
plaque has two pictures on it. One depicts a young 
soldier in uniform.  The other is the veteran now 
grown old.  The few words written on each plaque 
tell the short story of where they served and what 
branch of the Armed Services they served in.  

We know tyranny is present now as it has been 
in every generation. We remember that there 
are always those who are called to help and who 
try to alleviate it wherever it exists.  Those who 
respond in this generation, as in others, exhibit 
the same valor, courage, love for country, and 
freedom for all, as did those who are remembered 
in Normandy 75 years ago. There is a banner over 
the pictures in this retirement community of those 
who served in World War II. It simply reads, “Home 
of the free BECAUSE of the brave.”  It has always 
been true and a reason we continue to express our 
gratitude to those who serve our country in the 
Armed Services now and remember the service of 
generations past.

My friends,

I have been spending a few days with a 
90-year-old friend of mine.  He and his wife 
were parishioners early in my career, and we 
have stayed close friends. She has since died. He 
is now living in a retirement community. We have 
been chatting about many things, but what is fresh 
on his mind is the celebration of the anniversary 
of D-day.  He wasn’t there. He had served in 
the Pacific. He and his fellow sailors battled the 
Japanese. Back then, the whole world was at war.  
The fight for freedom was being carried out in a 
variety of theaters.  Those doing the work were 
the men and women from the United States, 
along with the allied forces, all joining together in 
the fight. They fought to retain and protect the soul 
of all that was good in humanity and defeat those 
who were trying to destroy it. 

Regardless of where these soldiers, sailors, airmen 
and women were active in the war, they were in 
the fight together. This is why the evil of tyranny 
was defeated, at least for a time.  

The generation that fought this war is quickly 
passing. They are fewer in number with each 
passing year. Those who remain, like my friend, 
and have retained the sharpness of memory, still 
carry the ability to recall the time from the archives 
of their minds.  As he retrieved some stories, he 
shared them like they happened yesterday. Yet, 
he wasn’t boasting.  He didn’t exaggerate.  On the 
contrary, he was thoughtful as he spoke.  Within 

his soft-speaking style, he retraced the steps he 
took.  I couldn’t help but hear a melancholy tone, 
a latent sadness, a wistfulness, undergirding the 
painful realities of war so long ago. He was proud 
to have served.  He believed in the purpose of the 
war back then, and he does today.  He appreciates 
the interaction he has with others with whom he 
lives and who served, too. There is an enduring 
bond between them, an unspoken connection, 
which united them a long time ago, yet remains 
fresh in the care and comfort they share with each 
other today. 

Over the past week, if you saw the news coverage 
of the Anniversary marking D-Day, you heard 
leaders of this present generation express 
enormous gratitude to the remnant who fought in 
World War II and this battle.  They acknowledged 
their service.  They thanked them for their sacrifice. 
They seemed to understand and expressed 
compassion for the price they paid. They were 
humbled as they remembered those whose lives 
and freedom were purchased by the blood of their 
brothers and sisters who lost their lives in battle. 

After words of gratitude were finished, the 
commanders of today then turned towards those 
who were there remembering, too. They were no 
longer able to stand in crisp formation at attention. 
This time they remained seated because age has 
taken its toll. They had made the journey back to 
Normandy. They represented themselves and 
their fallen comrades.  It was them and those 
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RECONSTRUCTION ON 8TH STREET
The Minneapolis Club is still open for parking.  Enter off the one 
open lane on 8th St. (Remember that 8th St is one-way traveling 
east).  Enter the small St Olaf lot off of 3rd Av.  See other parking 
options on our website.  

DAILY MASS AND CONFESSION THIS WEEK
From Tuesday June 18 through Thursday June 20, all the priests 
serving in the Archdiocese will be out of town at a meeting with the 
Archbishop. At 7:00am and 12 noon on those three days we will 
have word and communion services instead of Mass. Confessors 
will not be available.

NURSERY ANNOUNCEMENT
Due to unforeseen circumstances, nursery services are suspended 
for the near future. We are sorry for any inconvenience this may 
cause. We will announce in a future bulletin when services resume.

SUCCESS STORY
St. Olaf is a member of Downtown Congregations to End 
Homelessness (DCEH), and we are pleased our parish programs 
and advocacy we have done together help keep families in their 
housing. One program is the DCEH Emergency Rent Assistance 
(ERA) program. ERA recently wrote a check for our 300th 
household right before Memorial Day Weekend. Over 80% of the 
households we provide assistance to are still in stable housing 
3-6 months later, and many continue to engage with member 
congregations. To learn more about the program go to www.dceh.
org/era or contact Michael Griffin at 612-767-7632 or mgriffin@
saintolaf.org. 

KIT DOWNES IN CONCERT – SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 
7:00PM
Innovative jazz musician and organist Kit Downes will present 
his unique talent on St. Olaf’s Lively-Fulcher organ. The concert 
is co-sponsored by ECM Records and American Public Media’s 
Pipedreams, and is free and open to the public.

INDEPENDENCE DAY
There will be one Mass on Independence Day, July 4, at 10:00am. 
The building will close after Mass. Offices are closed all day.

THANK YOU
Huge thanks to everyone who helped make the celebration for Fr. 
Kennedy’s retirement the great party that it was.  We wish him 
well in whatever adventure is coming next for him.

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

May 27-June 2 $17,973 $26,052 -$8,079

YTD through Week #48 $1,192,076 $1,366,290 -$174,214
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ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #48

EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

SATURDAY, JUNE 15
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM  AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS 

HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY, JUNE 16
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS W/AFRICAN CHOIR
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, JUNE 17
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA

TUESDAY, JUNE 18
  7:00 AM WORD AND COMMUNION SERVICE
12:00 PM WORD AND COMMUNION SERVICE

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19
  7:00 AM WORD AND COMMUNION SERVICE 
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM WORD AND COMMUNION SERVICE
12:00 PM AA
  6:00 PM  ALANON

THURSDAY, JUNE 20
  7:00 AM  WORD AND COMMUNION SERVICE
12:00 PM WORD AND COMMUNION SERVICE 

FRIDAY, JUNE 21
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
10:00 AM KNITTING CLUB
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

SATURDAY, JUNE 22
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 


