
It is quite easy these days to hear 
references to measuring daily life as 
“Before COVID,” and then comparing 
things to how they are now. There are 
hints, some of them even rather strong, 
of establishing a “new normal” even as 
the numbers of COVID cases fluctuate 
and people are still dying from it every 
day. We want to get back to doing what 
we do after these difficult pandemic-
related encounters.
As followers of Jesus Christ, we 
continue a long and powerful legacy 
of encountering and establishing a 
new normal; ever since the birth of the 
Church at Pentecost, in our refreshing 
encounter in the waters of Baptism, 
and our regular nourishment from the 
Eucharist at the table of the Lord. God’s 
grace in each of these proclaims it is 
normal to love, it is normal to serve, it is 
normal to live without fear and to bring 
healing and hope to the world around us.
Salvation history is filled with stories 
of obstacles, some of them very 
significant, that might have prevented a 
new normal were it not for the relentless 
and unconditional love of God. Consider; 
the chaos before Creation, Enslavement 
and the Golden Calf before the Law, 
countless denials before the Prophets, 
and the betrayal in the Garden and the 
Crucifixion, to name a few. The glimpses 
of what came with each of these then, 
pales in comparison to what followed; 
the beauty and sacred dignity of Creation, 
the life-giving Law, the passionate 
prophets calling the community to 
care for the widow, the orphan and 
the alien of the day in every age, and 
the New Life of the Resurrection. 
Talk about a powerful new normal!
The Scriptures this weekend remind 
us of what can happen with a new 
normal. Elisha’s encounter with Elijah 
and the Disciples’ encounter with Jesus 
recognize the sacred in the midst of the 
new normal.
We have examples right here at Saint 
Olaf. Three weeks ago 17 young people 
received their First Communion. Through 
the support of their families, the strength 
of their preparation, and the care of this 

community, they encountered a new 
normal through the grace of God’s love 
in the Eucharist. At that Mass, the ninth
grade older sister of one of the first 
communicants offered to serve as one 
of the lectors. She shared her gifts as 
she proclaimed God’s Word and provided 
an encounter of the new normal in faith.
Recently, 30 volunteers involved with 
Saint Olaf Samaritan Ministry gathered 
all together for the first time since the 
pandemic began. In between lunch and 
conversation to catch up with each 
other, participants reflected on the 
call they received to join the ministry. 
There were quite a variety of starting 
points, unique to each individual. But 
building and becoming part of the parish 
community’s response to the guests 
we serve, celebrates a new normal and 
weaves it into the fabric of the Saint Olaf 
mission.
Last week volunteers from the parish 
prepped and painted a house in St. 
Paul as part of the Habitat Brush with 
Kindness Project. With a range of 
skills and plenty of elbow grease, the 
encounter of need was transformed to 
a new normal thereby demonstrating 
community support to help a family 
keep their home secure.
There are many others crying out for an 
encounter with people who care and are 
determined to establish a new normal; 
people are hungry, including babies 
whose parents are not able to get them 
the formula they need, people are being 
killed, especially children in schools, by 
guns and other forms of violence, people 
are being crushed by racism even as we 
just celebrated Juneteenth, and people 
do not have decent housing, and our 
own housing project faces challenges 
because of the inaction of the state 
legislature.
We do not need to respond to this litany 
by ourselves. We have the benefit of 
each other, the legacy of those who 
came before us in this community, 
and the grace of the Gospel and God’s 
love and mercy to encounter and help 
establish the new normal right here in 
our midst. Be part of the new normal.
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
June 26: 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21, Ps 16, Gal 5:1, 13-18, Lk 9:51-62 
July 3: Is 66:10-14c, Ps 66, Gal 6:14-18, Lk 10:1-12, 17-20

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON MCN CH 6
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 
on Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 
10:00am. Saint Olaf also live streams our Monday-Friday 
12:00Noon Mass and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: 
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live.

MISSION APPEAL AT ALL MASSES
JUNE 25-26
Saint Olaf’s Annual Mission Appeal for 2022 is the Archdiocese 
of Guwahati. This is a very young missionary church located in 
Northeastern India.  The appeal is focused on aiding the 
seminary program at St. Clement College which was founded in 
2016.  This lone institution serves both men and women of the 
15 dioceses of North East India. The challenges faced are finding 
resources to serve the many students with quality formation 
and housing as most of the students come from poor economic 
backgrounds. We will conduct a second collection at Masses the 
weekend of June 25 – 26.  We appreciate your prayerful 
consideration of how you are called to support the seminary 
students of St. Clement College in Guwahati, India. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY MASS
MONDAY, JULY 4 9:00AM
Join us on Monday, July 4 for 9:00am Mass to celebrate 
the birth of our nation.  There will be no 7:00am Mass or 
Confession, nor 12:00Noon Mass.  The building will close after 
the 9:00am Mass.

SAVE THE DATE: OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2022
Mark your calendars for this great event supporting Saint Olaf, 
occurring on Thursday, October 6, 2022 from 6:00pm to 
9:00pm, Tickets will include a social hour, dinner, and 
entertainment and will be on sale later this summer.  More 
information to follow soon.

GRATITUDE FOR GIFTS SHARED
Thank you to all of Saint Olaf’s volunteer ministers and staff who 
helped make our liturgies over the liturgical year prayerful and 
beautiful.  We hope the summer is refreshing and renewing for 
you and your families.  As we near the end of our Fiscal Year, we 
also are grateful for your generous support of Saint Olaf and our 
mission here in the heart of the city.  Please remember us over 
the summer as we will keep you in prayer. Thank You - Fr Kevin

CURRENT CRITICAL NEEDS FOR SAMARITAN 
MINISTRY GUESTS
Bed pillows (new, or clean/unstained), washcloths, hand towels, 
men’s underwear (size med & large), men’s jeans (waist 36 & 38) 
and backpacks.
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EVENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• We support face masks. Wearing one is optional.

Building closes at 5:30pm Monday - Friday.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for private prayer from Monday – Friday, 7:30am – 5:30pm

SATURDAY, JUNE 25 - MISSION APPEAL WEEKEND
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, JUNE 26 - MISSION APPEAL WEEKEND
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, JUNE 27
  7:00 AM MASS IN CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM

TUESDAY, JUNE 28
  7:00 AM MASS IN CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29
  7:00 AM MASS IN CHAPEL
  7:00 AM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

THURSDAY, JUNE 30
  7:00 AM MASS IN CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, JULY 1
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS IN CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

SATURDAY, JULY 2
10:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER - FORILITI GATHERING ROOM
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #50
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

June 6 - 12 $9,836 $16,930 -$7,094
YTD - Week #50 $1,181,620 $1,236,000 -$54,380


