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WHEN THE DOOR CLOSES, OPEN THAT WINDOW WIDE
by Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

215 SOUTH 8TH ST, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402

One of my treasured family memories is of 
time spent at the family cabin in northern 
Minnesota. With four siblings there was 
always an adventure to be had, be it to swim, 
sauna, fish, hike, or about this time each year, 
to pick blueberries. We would grab an old tin 
can that had a wire handle fastened on the 
rim and head out salivating over the plump 
berries we knew we would find. My father 
was an amazing berry picker, his tin can was 
always filled first and his pick was clean, there 
was very little non-berry additives. It was not 
until much later that I came to understand 
why my father was such an accomplished 
berry picker, he had a lot of experience as a 
child of the Depression years when his family 
resorted to picking berries as a means of 
support for the household. His parents found 
a way to care for their family and supplement 
their larder by opening up the window of 
opportunity and ramping up berry picking to 
a higher level. It took a step of faith. My father 
and I both looked at those wire handled tin 
cans and had distinctly different memories.
This past 15 months we each have seen 
so many changes and undergone so many 
challenges. There is a light at the end of this 
pandemic shining as a welcoming window 
opens up inviting us to come back, come 

out, start up, join together. It may take a 
little faith from some and a whole lot from 
others. The pandemic closed the door and 
shuttered us away from one another. Things 
have changed, we have lost some dear family 
and friends and others we never had a chance 
to meet. Some jobs were lost; opportunities 
faded, goals put on hold.
There are things that the pandemic cannot 
take from us. We have our faith, our family, 
our friends, and all the gifts that God has 
generously given each of us. We have those 
solid memories that remind us of where we 
came from and why we are here. We just 
need to open that window up wide and step 
out in faith.
Some things have changed around here. We 
continue to cautiously and optimistically 
open up with more open pews-every other 
instead of every third pew. Wearing masks 
is encouraged, especially for those who are 
not fully vaccinated. Staff continues to wear 
masks to support and welcome all who come 
to Saint Olaf. We encourage everyone to wash 
hands with soap and water, use sanitizer, and 
stay socially distanced.  
We will welcome back our AA groups in July 
and are working toward having all of our 
ministries and small groups up and live by the 
fall – if that is what works best for each. 

• Some things are new and we embrace that 
they are here to stay.  Perhaps there is an 
opportunity for you to join in one of these?

• The live stream Monday through Friday 
12:00 noon Mass and the 10:00 am 
Sunday Mass is going to continue. We 
know that this Eucharistic lifeline supports 
Saint Olaf’s charism of providing quality 
liturgy to all. 

• Samaritan Ministry reformulated the 
ministry opportunities to allow for contact 
and non-contact service. The virtual choir 
projects will continue and Joel is planning 
for how and when the choir can resume. 
One opportunity of note is that we have a 
Twins Game on August 31 on the calendar 
and our choir will sing the national anthem 
before the Twins beat the Cubbies.

• New opportunities of joining together 
in Gardening on Tuesday mornings or 
Adopt-A-Garden are available. We will be 
launching a Habitat for Humanity-Brush 
with Kindness event in September. 

• We have our Saint Olaf Celebre-EIGHTY 
celebration weekend July 24-25 with 
lots of food, fun, and celebrating one 
another in this community and all we have 
accomplished over 80 years.

We have so much to be thankful for around 
Saint Olaf. YOU have made a difference to this 
community. You continue to open the window 
wide to welcome all – we have faith.

“Do not be afraid; just have faith.”
- Mark 5:36



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
June 27: Wis 1: 13-15; 2: 23-24, Ps 30, 2 Cor 8: 7, 9, 13-15, Mk 5: 21-43
July 04: Ez 2: 2-5, Ps 123, 2 Cor 12: 7-10, Mk 6: 1-6

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass 
and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live. On Facebook, search for and like: Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church, Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives all 
of our Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

FAREWELL TO FR. MIKE JUNE 27 
Fr. Mike Krenik has been reassigned as Parochial Administrator to 
Saint Francis Cabrini and Our Lady of Mount Carmel effective July 1. 
We are very grateful for all the gifts that Fr. Mike has shared with Saint 
Olaf. We ask all to hold Fr. Mike in your prayers during his transition. 
We will have farewell receptions after the 8:00am Mass and 10:00am 
Mass on June 27 so you can share your gratitude in person.

SUNDAY MASS OBLIGATION RETURNS JULY 3-4
The COVID-19 pandemic has been a painful time of separation that 
necessitated suspension of public Masses and the dispensation from 
the Sunday obligation to attend Mass. The bishops and diocesan 
administrators of the Minnesota Catholic Conference have decided it 
is time to reinstate the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy 
Days of Obligation beginning the weekend of July 3-4, 2021. For the 
complete statement see the Saint Olaf website, www.SaintOlaf.org.

MASKS STILL ENCOURAGED THOUGH
MASK MANDATE ENDED
On June 1, Mayor Frey ended the Mask Mandate for the city of 
Minneapolis. Although the pandemic is not over, the vaccination rate 
has risen to allow this restriction to be lifted. Saint Olaf encourages all 
visitors, especially those who are not fully vaccinated, to wear a mask 
while in the building. Masks are available upon request. 

ADOPT-A-GARDEN AT SAINT OLAF 
Calling all gardeners and garden lovers! Saint Olaf has some garden plots 
that could benefit from some dedicated attention. Join other members 
who will be gathering on Tuesday mornings around 9:00am, weather 
permitting, to communally care for the gardens around Saint Olaf. Or, if 
that time is inconvenient, consider adopting one of our garden plots for 
the season and providing regular attention to shower love, weed, prune, 
and water. Contact the parish office Monday-Thursday mornings for 
details about available gardens you can adopt.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE JULY 24/25
CELEBR-EIGHTY CELEBRATIONS 
Saturday and Sunday after all Masses. Come and celebrate Eighty years of 
serving as a living sign of Christ’s saving presence in the heart of the city!
Enjoy food, friends, and fun. Share your stories of Saint Olaf. Enjoy a 
special recital featuring some of our talented musicians collaborating with 
our beautifully restored Steinway B piano, Sunday at 1:30pm.

SAVE THE DATE FOR A SAINT OLAF
NIGHT AT THE TWINS
Tuesday, August 31, 7:00pm for Twins vs. Cubs with Saint Olaf choral 
members singing the national anthem. More details to follow soon.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• The wearing of masks is encouraged – please observe social 

distancing

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, JUNE 26
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS
SUNDAY, JUNE 27
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
MONDAY, JUNE 28
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
TUESDAY, JUNE 29
  7:00 PM MASS
  7:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30
  7:00 PM MASS
  7:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
THURSDAY, JULY 1
  7:00 PM MASS
  7:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY, JUNE 2
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
SATURDAY, JULY 3
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #50

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

June 7 -13 $18,409 $17,869 $540

YTD through
Week #50 $1,166,679 $1,144,262 $52,417


