
My friends, 
 
Over the last year, we have been working 
to align our financial situation. I have 
committed us to having a balanced 
budget beginning 2019-2020. Because 
of our significant reorganization last 
year, I believe we will enter the next fis-
cal year of 2018-2019 with a balanced 
operating budget.  
 
Accomplishing this goal has come with a 
cost. We knew that we would need to 
reduce staff positions in order achieve 
the goal. Before I made the difficult deci-
sion to lay people off, we offered a buy-
out to staff members who had been here 
five years or longer. They received two 
weeks salary for every year they had 
worked at St. Olaf, and we offered to pay 
six months COBRA insurance for those 
who were eligible for these benefits. 
Eleven people chose to take the buyout 
offer. Our payments in these agreements 
conclude on June 30, 2018. By eliminat-
ing the salaries and benefits, along with 
an increase in our collections and some 
very generous gifts, we are able to create 
a balanced budget this year. I also want 
to mention that we have not used any 
reserves for operating this year. In fact, I 
hope we will begin putting money into 
our reserves this coming fiscal year.  

This past year, we have evaluated our 
staffing needs. We have become very 
judicious about hiring and honest about 
what we are able to do and not do in re-
gards to programming in the next fiscal 
year. We have realigned some of the 
work present staff are doing. And we 
continue to challenge ourselves to fulfill 
our mission in Downtown Minneapolis 
with the resources we receive from you 
and those who visit St. Olaf throughout 
the year.  
 
In this regard there will be some staff 
changes this coming fiscal year.  
 
Vicki Klima, our Parish Director, will con-
tinue in her capacity as Parish Director 
and do most of what she has been doing 
but be here less time beginning July 1. 
Vicki is transitioning towards retirement 
and beginning that process this year.  
 
We have decided we need to develop a 
more cohesive financial department. We 
believe our needs are greater than they 
have been before thus creating an op-
portunity for us to reorganize this part of 
our parish life. We have hired Mary Ken-
nedy, (no relation) to assume the role of 
Business Manager. She will work with 
finances and manage all aspects of our 
database.  

We are also looking at increasing our 
security presence. I am fully aware how 
important it is for all people who come 
through our doors to be safe while they 
are here. This includes those who are 
homeless and are in our building 
throughout the day.  
 
We will be reducing office hours on Fri-
days, although the phone will still be an-
swered. We are also looking at ways to 
increase our volunteer presence in the 
office to help reduce employee costs. 
Throughout the history of St. Olaf, there 
have been many people who have of-
fered to help in the office answering 
phones and doing other projects. I am 
grateful for those people. Like other vol-
unteers in the parish, their gifts of time 
and presence are welcomed and deeply 
appreciated.  
 
There have been many changes this year 
in personnel. It has been jarring to me 
and to some of you, too. However, as I 
have said over this past year, these 
changes, as difficult as they have been, 
were needed to strengthen what we do 
here every day. I will continue to do what 
is necessary in order to operate with the 
physical and financial resources we have. 

I am grateful . . . By Fr. Patrick Kennedy 

Thirteenth Sunday 

in Ordinary Time 

July 1, 2018 
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THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
Additional info at: SaintOlaf.org/events 

Saturday, June 30 

   9:00 a.m. Centering Prayer 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions  
 2:30 p.m. African Choir Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Mass 
 
Sunday, July 1 - Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 6:00 a.m. Mass 
 8:00 a.m. Mass 
 9:00 a.m. Nursery Opens 
 10:00 a.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 4:00 p.m. Mass 
 
Monday, July 2 

 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 7:30 a.m. Samaritan Ministry Hospitality 
 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. AA 
 
Tuesday, July 3 

 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
  
Wednesday, July 4 - Independence Day 
Offices closed 

 10:00 a.m. Mass 
 
Thursday, July 5 

 7:00 a.m.  Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
 
Friday, July 6 

 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass  
 12:30 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
 
Saturday, July 7 

   9:00 a.m. Centering Prayer 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions  
 2:30 p.m. African Choir Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Mass 

Thank you for your patience during the parking lot project the 
week of June 18.  The rain delayed us one day, but we feel good 
about the result.  We shouldn’t have to do this again for many 
years!  
 
Independence Day Mass, 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 4:  Join 
us for a special Mass with music to celebrate Independence Day 
at 10:00 a.m. July 4th. There will be no 7:00 a.m. or 12:00 noon 
Mass and the offices will be closed. 
 
Book Club:  The next meeting will be held on Sunday, July 8 from 
2:30 to 3:30. Who Am I to Judge – Responding to Relativism with 
Logic and Love by Edward Sri. Learn how Catholic morality is re-
ally about love, why making a judgment is not the same as judg-
ing a person’s soul, and why, in the words of Pope Francis, 
“relativism wounds people.” 
 
Register Now for the Summer Scripture Institute:  with  
Scripture Scholar Fr. László Simon, OSB, on Monday, July 16  
and Tuesday, July 17, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. “The Wisdom of God 
in its Rich Variety: Old Testament wisdom literature and its New 
Testament reverberations” Registration fee is $20/day. To  
register for one or both days, mail your check with contact  
information, including your phone number to: Summer Scripture 
Institute, St. Olaf Catholic Church, 215 South 8th Street, Minneapolis 
MN 55402. Early registration is requested but walk-ins are also 
welcome. Lunch is provided. 
 
If You Look Carefully: There are times when life is deeply chal-
lenging, and you might feel you’re on a journey in a strange land. 
We’ve all been there. That’s one reason St. Olaf is here in Down-
town Minneapolis. If you look carefully, you will see a familiar 
shore at St. Olaf and hear a welcoming voice speaking a lan-
guage you recognize – the language of Jesus’ unconditional love.  
What was most simple and most comforting to us as children 
is present at St. Olaf – that love. This is a diverse community 
filled with people from near and far, and you make good things 
happen in Downtown Minneapolis in Jesus’ name. 
FRMurnane@SaintOlaf.org or 612-767-7635. 
 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Additional info at: SaintOlaf.org/events 
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This Bulletin is Also Available Online! 
You can read and download the St. Olaf bulletin 
anytime you want from www.SaintOlaf.org. Just 
click on “Weekly Bulletin.”  AND if you would like to 
receive the St. Olaf bulletin sent electronically to you 
each week, email : PMoses@SaintOlaf.org. 

Going into deficit spending or debt is no longer an option. All of 
us know we cannot accomplish much without your financial 
resources and your willingness to volunteer your time and tal-
ent to do the work we set out to do.  
 
I am immensely grateful to the many people who have advised 
me through this reorganization. They have the best interests 
of St. Olaf and our mission at the heart of all the wisdom they 
have shared with me. I am grateful to all of you who have in-
creased your financial gifts this past year, too. You show by 
your generosity the same care for what we do each day. I am 
grateful, too, for those who remember St. Olaf in their estates 
at the end of life. Those gifts always come at the right time and 
keep us going when we need them the most.  
 


