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WELCOME HOME
by Fr. Kevin Kenney

215 SOUTH 8TH ST, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402

“Jesus came to his native place, accompanied 
by his disciples.  While teaching in the 
synagogue, many who heard him were 
astonished.”  Jesus surprised many on his 
return and because of their lack of faith, 
Jesus was unable to perform any mighty 
deed.  All are invited back this weekend to 
celebrate with us the mystery of the liturgy.  
We come to encounter Jesus in word and 
sacrament.  We encounter one another 
in community and are drawn up into the 
community of the saints as they gather 
around to participate with us in the sacrifice 
of the Mass.  A few weeks back I spoke of, 
“The Eucharist is the source and summit of 
the Christian life.” (CSL #10, CCC132) We 
are all invited back after fifteen months 
of quarantine, live-streaming and many 
precautions to enter into the source and 
summit of our faith as Christians.  
I asked myself, “Why do we attend Mass 
on Sundays?”  I know it is an obligation 
but not only an obligation but a life source.  
Throughout my life I have always tried to 
attend Mass on Sundays.  Some days it 
was truly fulfilling, others it was drab, and 
still others a down right sleeper.  Grace was 
always a gift I received by attending Mass no 
matter whether the Mass moved me or not.  
More times than not, I was drawn up into the 
mystery of the liturgy and felt a connection 

not only with those I was celebrating but 
with the whole world.  Attending Mass was 
always something I wanted to do, not that I 
had to do.  I loved going to different Catholic 
Churches for Mass to experience the Mass 
in many forms.  In each I experienced Jesus 
present, even when I may not had been able 
to understand the language.  The Mass has 
been and will always be a priority in my life 
because it feeds my soul and I want to give 
back to God for the many blessings God has 
given me.
This weekend we will remove the majority 
of ribbons and return the Holy Water fonts 
as we continue to social distance, wash our 
hands and wear masks if you wish.  We 
return to something new but old, something 
known but unknown, something delightful 
and holy. You are all invited to participate 
with us, we welcome you home.
In our welcome we also look forward to 
celebrating again the sacraments of life.  
We look forward to the joys of baptisms and 
marriages.  We look forward to walk with our 
children and youth as they prepare for Holy 
Communion and Confirmation.  We look 
forward to continue to bestow God’s mercy 
on all who seek God’s forgiveness.  We are 
returning to our native place, accompanied 
by our friends, family and sojourners on our 

way to eternal life.  Come walk with us, be 
renewed and refreshed, come home and be 
with Jesus again around His altar.
This week we began a new fiscal year.  I 
thank you for your generous support of 
Saint Olaf over these past fifteen months.  
It looks like we will be ahead and we are 
pleased that we have been good stewards 
with that which you have blessed us.  
Thank you for your support and continued 
appreciation for who we are in the heart of 
the city.
We thank Fr. Mike Krenik as he becomes 
Parochial Administrator of St. Frances 
Cabrini and Mount Carmel Catholic 
Churches.  We do not say good-bye 
because he remains living in the rectory 
and I guarantee we will see him again.  We 
welcome Friar Matthew Malek, OFM conv. 
who will be living in the rectory as he works 
on his studies here in the Cities.  Matthew 
may be helping with a few Masses when he 
is able.  
Again, I want to welcome you home.  Saint 
Olaf’s doors are open for you to come and 
encounter the Lord Jesus in many ways.  
Come back and be astonished how Jesus 
looks and how Jesus invites us to be his 
family of believers.



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
July 04: Ez 2: 2-5, Ps 123, 2 Cor 12: 7-10, Mk 6: 1-6
July 11: Am 7: 12-15, Ps 85, Eph 1: 3-14, Mk 6: 7-13 

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass 
and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live. On Facebook, search for and like: Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church, Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives 
all of our Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

SATURDAY 4:00 PM MASS BUS RESUMES
Saint Olaf is happy to announce the resumption of the 4:00 PM Saturday 
Mass Bus beginning Saturday, July 3. This bus, paid for by Saint Olaf, 
provides transportation from select local apartment buildings to Saint 
Olaf for the Saturday 4:00 PM Mass and transportation back to those 
same buildings after Mass. If you are interested in participating, contact 
Fr. Wehmann or Mary Kennedy in the parish office to find out the 
schedule and locations served.

SUNDAY MASS OBLIGATION RETURNS JULY 3-4
For the complete statement see the Saint Olaf website, SaintOlaf.org.

SR. JOAN M TUBERTY FORMER STAFF MEMBER, DIED SAT, JUNE 26. 
Sr Joan was long-associated with Saint Olaf and ministered to the 
community in many facets of parish life. For fifteen years, Sr. Joan called 
the Exodus Residence home where she served as a powerful witness 
of Christ’s love with great joy. Sr. Joan’s funeral will be Tuesday July 6, 
at Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls, 116  8th Avenue SE, Little Falls, MN.  
For more information, visit our website, www.SaintOlaf.org/funerals. 

TUESDAY MORNING GARDENERS
Join other members of Saint Olaf on Tuesday mornings to weed, water, 
and care for the gardens surrounding the building and Assisi Park.  The 
group gathers around 9:00 am, weather permitting.  Bring a pair of garden 
gloves and your favorite garden tools and help us maintain our gardens.
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE
JULY 24/25 CELEBR-EIGHTY CELEBRATIONS 
Saturday and Sunday after all Masses. Come and celebrate Eighty 
years of serving as a living sign of Christ’s saving presence in the 
heart of the city! Enjoy food, friends, and fun. Share your stories 
of Saint Olaf. Enjoy a special piano recital with our beautifully 
refurbished Steinway B piano, Sunday at 2:00 pm.
GIVE A FOREVER GIFT TO THE SAINT OLAF 
ENDOWMENT TO HONOR CELEBR-EIGHTY
As we celebrate our 80th anniversary, Saint Olaf is encouraging all 
to prayerfully consider making a Forever Gift to honor Saint Olaf. 
The Saint Olaf Endowment Fund was created in 1997 and currently 
stands at $160,399. This is a permanent endowment, the principle 
remains untouched, but grants are received annually for Saint 
Olaf’s use – last year our grant was $5,000. In honor of our 80th 
anniversary we will be designating an $80,000 gift from the Pauline 
Altermatt estate to the Saint Olaf Endowment Fund and invite you 
to participate with us. Gifts can be cash gifts in any amount, or 
future gifts designated in your estate plan. The parish goal is to raise 
the fund to $500,000 so the parish can annually benefit from these 
Forever Gifts. Contact Mary Kennedy, MKennedy@SaintOlaf.org or 
612-767-6204 for more information.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• The wearing of masks is encouraged – please observe social distancing

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, JULY 3
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS
SUNDAY, JULY 4
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS (+LIVE 
STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
MONDAY, JULY 5
INDEPENDENCE DAY - BUILDING CLOSED 
AFTER 9:00 AM MASS
 9:00 AM MASS
TUESDAY, JULY 6
  7:00 PM MASS
  7:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE 
STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 7
  7:00 PM MASS
  7:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE 
STREAMED)
THURSDAY, JULY 8
  7:00 PM MASS
  7:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE 
STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY, JUNE 9
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE 
STREAMED)
SATURDAY, JULY 10
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #51

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE
June 14 - 20 $21,680 $17,869 $3,811

YTD through
Week #51 $1,188,359 $1,132,131 $56,228

THANK YOU
I am most grateful for the past five years that I have been associated 
with Saint Olaf.  I have found a community that has been welcoming, 
diverse and unified.  Thank you to so many who stopped by in person 
and those who sent notes, cards, emails and phone calls to congratulate 
me on my new assignment but also to tell me I will be missed.  
I have been blessed to be a part of the staff at Saint Olaf that are second 
to none.  Together we have been able to present the Gospel to all of you 
and you of course have responded generously to that same message.  
You will remain in my prayers, as I hope I will be in yours as well.
- Fr Mike Krenik

SAVE THE DATE FOR A SAINT OLAF NIGHT AT THE TWINS
Save the Date: Tuesday, August 31, 7:00pm for Twins vs. Cubs with 
Saint Olaf choral members singing the national anthem. More details 
to follow.
HABITAT BRUSH WITH KINDNESS PROJECT-SAVE THE DATES!
Habitat for Humanity is back in business after a COVID-19 pause and 
so is Saint Olaf. The parish has secured three dates for parishioners to 
scrape, paint and do minor repairs as part of the “Brush with Kindness” 
project on Sept 2, 3 & 8. Watch for sign-up information coming soon. 
Call the parish office for more information, 612-332-7471. 


