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matured yet maintained the beauty it always 
has had (having a facelift or two).  St. Olaf, 
“The saving presence of Christ in the heart of 
the city,” though today the saving presence 
in the midst of construction is a challenge to 
get to, but worth it once one arrives.  Most 
people I have met have encountered St. 
Olaf at one point in their life, either passing 
through town and stopping for Mass or 
having received their Nursing Cap in the day 
when graduations where held in the church. 
I have read of the challenges St. Olaf has 
faced and I marvel at the hardiness of the 
community through the remodeling of the 
infrastructure both inside and outside.  Fr. 
Kennedy’s vision to enhance and modernize 
the building to make the daily experience one 
that is welcoming and inviting to all people 
coming through the doors shows greatly on 
faces of many who come worn, tired, and 
in need of peace.  Fr. Kennedy wrote, “With 
your support and assistance, he will focus on 
the other things that matter to the present 
and future generations of parishioners.  In 
the process you and he will continue to keep 
St. Olaf, ‘The saving presence of Jesus Christ 
in the heart of the City.’”  I look forward to 
journeying with you and slowly continuing 
and developing the road ahead as we “Have 
at it!”

“Have At It” 
by Fr. Kevin Kenney

I woke up this morning to familiar sounds: 
beeping, sirens, rain, and my alarm clock.  I 
am making my way through road blocks of 
boxes that clutter my rooms and I cannot find 
the box I packed last knowing I’d want it first 
this morning.  It holds what I thought I 
would need to begin my first day at St. Olaf, 
but I’ll get moving knowing I might stumble 
upon it later.  Today begins a new chapter in 
the life of St. Olaf and in my life.  Fr. 
Kennedy wrote in last weekend’s bulletin 
that “He is thrilled to give me the keys to the 
joint and say, ‘Have at it.’”

I walked through these same doors twenty-
five years ago as a newly ordained priest, 
probably with one suitcase and a few 
boxes of books.  I return after years with an 
accumulation of many more boxes, books, 
and life experiences.  I was honored and 
blessed to have begun my priestly ministry 
at St. Olaf under the mentorship of Fr. John 
Forliti.  Fr. John taught me how to be a priest 
by being available, compassionate, patient, 
and holy.  My first four years of priestly 
ministry at St. Olaf gifted me with many 
experiences and friendships which I have 
cherished and taken from in my ministry at 
Our Lady of Peace in South Minneapolis, to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe in St. Paul, to Divine 
Mercy in Faribault.  My years have been full, 
blessed, challenged, and grace-filled.  I sit in 

awe as I write this article thinking back over 
the years and how quickly they now seem to 
have gone.  

After graduating from St. Thomas in 1983, I 
moved to Chicago where I participated with 
the Claretian Missionaries in a lay volunteer 
program for two years.  After these two 
years, I was hired to direct the same program 
which I did for two and a half years.  At this 
point, I discerned that a vocation to the 
priesthood might be what God wanted for me 
in this life.  In this discernment, I decided to 
stay with the Claretians and enter formation 
with them.  I contacted the Vocations Office 
in the Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis 
and spoke with Fr. Dale Korogi who said, 
“If you should change your mind, our doors 
are always open to you.”  After five years of 
study with the Claretian Missionaries, I felt a 
call to return to the Archdiocese of St. Paul/
Minneapolis so I contacted the Vocations 
Office where Fr. Patrick Kennedy was the 
Director at that time.  I have been blessed to 
know Fr. Kennedy since then when he set me 
on the right path, and he has set me on the 
right path again.

I am impressed how St. Olaf has “aged” 
these past twenty-one years.  Through the 
leadership of pastors, associates, deacons 
and laity, I sense the community has 

ST.  OLAF CATHOLIC CHURCH  •  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINNESOTA  •  612-332-7471  • WWW.SAINTOLAF.ORG

www.saintolaf.org • Page 1



INSTALLATION OF FR. KENNEY
Archbishop Bernard Hebda will install Fr. Kevin Kenney at the 
Saturday, July 6, 4:00pm Mass.  Reception will follow Mass.  All 
are invited to attend.  

SAVE THE DATE!
2nd Annual Of Ministry and Music. Thursday, September 26, 
2019 at St. Olaf Catholic Church. For all parishioners, associate 
parishioners, family & friends of St. Olaf. An evening of socializing, 
dinner, and music

AND

Get to know Fr. Kevin Kenney - St. Olaf’s new Pastor! Funds raised 
will replenish St. Olaf’s Reserve Fund. More details to follow. 

BOOK CLUB
The next meeting will be Sunday, July 14 from 2:30 to 3:30; Bleeding 
Hands, Weeping Stones: True Stories of Divine Wonders, Miracles, and 
Messages by Elizabeth Ficocelli

NURSERY ANNOUNCEMENT
Due to unforeseen circumstances, nursery services are suspended 
for the near future. We are sorry for any inconvenience this may 
cause. We will announce in a future bulletin when services resume.

DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER
No meeting in July.  Next meeting is August 8 at 6:30pm.  

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

June 17-June 23 $17,945 $26,052 -$8,107

YTD through Week #51 $1,255,289 $1,444,448 -$189,159
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ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #51

EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

SATURDAY, JULY 6
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
 2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
 4:00 PM MASS: INSTALLATION OF FR. KENNEY 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, JULY 7
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, JULY 8
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
 7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA

TUESDAY, JULY 9
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10
 7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
  6:00 PM ALANON

THURSDAY, JULY 11
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 

FRIDAY, JULY 12
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
10:00 AM KNITTING CLUB
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

SATURDAY, JULY 13
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM   AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS 


