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My friends, 
 
There is a lot going on in the world of 
soccer these days. The World Cup is 
being played in Russia. Nations with 
teams in the game are fanatic about 
the whole thing. Winning or losing 
creates bedlam. While we are just 
getting accustomed to having our 
own team and a new stadium is be-
ing built at Snelling and I-94, we 
simply cannot imagine the range of 
emotions fans have for their teams. 
It is amazing to watch the reactions 
people have, both on the field and 
those who support them at home.  
 
There is another soccer drama being 
played out half-way around the 
world. People all over the world are 
glued to the news reports about this 
particular team. It is a nail-biting 
experience. The frowns on their fac-
es have belied a deep sense of wor-
ry. Many have never prayed so hard 
or kept fingers crossed so tightly. It 
has most people sitting on the edge 
of their chairs caught up in the 
whole event. But the team is not on 
the field.  

Twelve young players and a coach 
are trapped in a cave deep in the 
mountains of Thailand. For days res-
cue experts have come from all over 
the world hoping to find them alive 
and to return them to their families. 
It seems the kids were on an after-
noon excursion. Like all kids, explor-
ing is in their blood. Challenging each 
other to see who is the strongest and 
most unafraid led them deeper into 
the cavern. Then the rains came. It 
was a monsoon. The heavens opened 
up. The cave began to fill with water.  
 
The kids and coach were stuck two 
miles into the mountain. The rescue 
to try to save them began. More and 
more people showed up. More equip-
ment was brought in. The rains con-
tinued. One day followed another. It 
was getting harder to navigate the 
narrow passageways. As days went 
on, the drama grew to fever pitch. 
Then, the other day, two British di-
vers, trained in underwater rescues, 
stuck their heads out of the water, 
deep into the mountainside, and lo 
and behold, there were the 12 kids  
 

and coach, all alive. When one of the 
divers asked, “How many are there of 
you?” They shouted, “Thirteen.” The 
diver shouted back in typical English 
fashion, “Brilliant!”  
 
Brilliant indeed. It was a shining mo-
ment when fear was overcome by 
life. When people’s hopes came 
through in an illustrious way. When 
the frowns of worry turned to smiles 
of joy. When families began to 
breathe normally once again. When 
the first responders and second and 
third ones, too, stopped momentarily 
and embraced each other in relief. 
They were acknowledging that put-
ting one’s life in harm’s way to save 
other lives is a worthy and noble ges-
ture. You could almost hear a waiting 
and anxious world collectively clap 
and cheer for the work these people 
were doing in bringing this story to a 
happy ending.  
 
As the story continued over these 
past days, getting the kids out of the 
cave proved to be an even greater  
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THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
Additional info at: SaintOlaf.org/events 

Saturday, July 14 

   9:00 a.m. Centering Prayer 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions  
 2:30 p.m. African Choir Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Mass 
 
Sunday, July 15 — Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 6:00 a.m. Mass 
 8:00 a.m. Mass 
 9:00 a.m. Nursery Opens 
 10:00 a.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. Mass with African Choir 
 4:00 p.m. Mass 
 
Monday, July 16 

 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 7:30 a.m. Samaritan Ministry Hospitality 
 9:00 a.m. Summer Scripture Institute 
 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. AA 
 
Tuesday, July 17 

 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 9:00 a.m. Summer Scripture Institute 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
 
Wednesday, July 18 
 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 7:00 a.m. AA 
 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. AA 
 6:00 p.m. Legatus Mass 
 7:30 p.m. Alanon 
 
Thursday, July 19 

 7:00 a.m.  Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
 
Friday, July 20 
Office closed on Fridays 

 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass  
 12:30 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
 
Saturday, July 21 

   9:00 a.m. Centering Prayer 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
 4:00 p.m. Mass 

Register Now for the Summer Scripture Institute  
with Scripture Scholar Fr. László Simon, OSB, Monday,  
July 16 and Tuesday, July 17, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
“The Wisdom of God in its Rich Variety: Old Testament  
wisdom literature and its New Testament reverberations” 
Registration fee is $20/day. Lunch is provided. To register 
for one or both days, call the parish office at 612-332-
7471 and leave your contact information, including your 
phone number. Bring your payment with you to the  
Institute. Please register ASAP so we can get the lunch  
count confirmed!  Walk-ins are welcome. 
 
July 29 — St. Olaf Day 
We will celebrate the Feast of St. Olaf at all Masses the 
weekend of July 28/29. At the 10:00 a.m. Mass, the  
Samaritan Ministry Room in the lower level will be  
dedicated as the Sister Rosanne Samaritan Hall after  
Sr. Rosanne Fox, CSJ who served here for over 30 years 
and died May 15, 2018. Come and join in the celebration  
of our parish feast day! 
 
St. Olaf Senior Bus Service: St. Olaf offers bus pickup 
from various downtown facilities to our Saturday 4:00 pm 
Mass. These locations include Andrew Residence, Au-
gustana, Towers Condominiums, Elliot Twins, Maryland 
Apartments, Kenwood, Nicollet Towers, and 215 Oak 
Grove. If you live in these facilities and are in need of a ride 
to Mass, please call the parish office at 612-332-7471. 
 
This Bulletin is Also Available Online! 
You can read the St. Olaf bulletin anytime you want on our 
website: www.SaintOlaf.org. Just click on “Weekly Bulletin.”   
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Additional info at: SaintOlaf.org/events 
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challenge and danger than finding them all alive. One of 
the rescuers died in the attempt, and we weren’t certain 
what would happen next. As we listened to the news, 
four were brought to safety, then eight, and finally they 
were all out of the cave and their ordeal was over. The 
experience and collaboration of the officials and divers 
along with the prayers of millions of people brought 
about a happy ending to the story.  
 
As the healing process continues for the boys and their 
coach, we have to hope this experience has taught them 
lessons they can use to their advantage for the rest of 
their lives, and with divine assistance, see the light of 
day and celebrate with all those who supported them in 
the process. 


