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THE PARABLE OF THE SUMMER OF 2020 
by Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

This weekend’s Gospel reading brings us 
three parables: the wheat and weeds, the 
mustard seed, and yeast.  Jesus used the 
power of parables frequently in the course of 
his ministry, painting the picture in stories to 
aid in remembering and understanding the 
message shared. The enemy sowed weeds in 
with the wheat, but the owner of the field told 
the workers to hold off on pulling the weeds 
as the wheat might be uprooted along with the 
weeds.  At harvest time, the weeds and wheat 
would be separated. The imagery emphasizes 
the end of times and the fate awaiting the 
sinner and the heaven bound.  The miniscule 
mustard seed, which becomes the mightiest 
of all trees, supporting flocks of birds, and the 
measure of yeast which, when added to the 
flour, allows the bread to rise are both parables 
showing the growth of the kingdom of God, 
from a small beginning to larger than we can 
conceive. 
What will the story we tell when we hopefully 
look back in better times and consider the 
summer of 2020?  We are in the midst of a 
worldwide pandemic which has taken the 
lives of many, shuttered businesses, and shut 
individuals off from each other. At the same 
time, we reside at the epicenter of a tragedy 
in the murder of George Floyd – trying to find 

a way to live in justice and peace with our 
neighbors and the greater community. 
What imagery will we paint when we tell the 
parable of the summer of 2020?  Christianity 
is not meant to be an individual practice of 
our faith, but one which we share with all 
whom we encounter.  However, how can we 
encounter one another when this pandemic 
has forced us to separate and self-distance?  
How do we share the message of support of 
justice and peace from a distance?
The answer resides in the people of Saint Olaf 
and tells a story of support, community, and 
love that encourages and sustains our faith.   
It seems like yesterday that we were forced 
to cancel our Saint Patrick’s Day luncheon, 
an annual event that started with noon Mass 
and finished with Chef Sean’s Corned Beef and 
tasty Secret Sauce. At the time, finding a home 
for cabbage and corned beef was the biggest 
concern. Doesn’t that seem ironic now? That 
noon Mass was our last public Mass until we 
restarted daily Mass on May 28 and weekend 
Masses on June 20/21.  Although we are 
open for Mass again, there are still many 
who are unable to attend a public Mass.  We 
will continue to provide the Sunday Mass 
on our website, Facebook page, and on MCN 
Cable Channel 6 at 8:00pm Sunday evenings 

and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.  Fr. 
Kevin continues his commitment of providing 
daily Mass in English and Spanish, Monday 
– Thursday, posted on our website and 
Facebook page. Our priests also are willing to 
bring communion to parishioners in the metro, 
outdoors at your home. Call the parish office to 
request this. 
The loyalty of Saint Olaf members and friends 
has helped us with our finances and kept us in 
the black for the Fiscal Year end we completed 
June 30.  It is your consistent support that 
shares the hope and keeps Saint Olaf living 
out our mission in the heart of the city. We 
are grateful to you for that support and trust 
that you will continue to bless this parish with 
your gifts as you respond as stewards to pray * 
serve * share as you are able.
We feel the love in the messages shared by 
phone, email, and mail and also that we have 
been able to talk with you and keep all on 
course.
We may not know the end of this parable of 
the summer of 2020 yet, but we already know 
that together, our message is one of hope, 
love, and trust in God, and that is an image that 
definitely can sustain us in the heart of the city.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
July 19: Wis 12:13, 16-19, Ps 86, Rom 8:26-27, Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30
July 26: 1 Kgs 3:5,7-12, Ps 119, Rom 8:28-30, Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46

IN MEMORIAM
Please pray for loved ones lost who are associated with Saint Olaf. 
We will post news of any pending Funeral Masses or Memorial 
services when they are scheduled. Please check saintolaf.org 
and click on Funeral in the top right of any page to see any the 
scheduled funerals.
Fernando Mejia Died: July 5, 2020

SAINT OLAF DAY 
Please remember Saint Olaf in your prayers the weekend of July 
25th and 26th as we celebrate our parish feast day. Join us in 
person or virtually for Mass as we celebrate with special music and 
a surprise or two.

ARE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW FACING FOOD 
SHORTAGES? 
Saint Olaf maintains a small food shelf and we can help. We can 
also help locate additional food resources in your neighborhood. 
Please call the parish office for more information.

THE MINNEAPOLIS INTERFAITH RELIEF FUND (MIRF)
has been established by the downtown interfaith congregations 
in response to requests for financial support following the police 
killing of George Floyd.
An Allocation Team of senior clergy will disburse funds to agencies 
and partners in communities of color and in the indigenous 
community that are working directly with those most affected. 
Westminster is honored to serve as fiscal sponsor for MIRF. To 
learn more, you can go to the Saint Olaf Website and scroll to the 
Statement on George Floyd at the bottom of the main page.  A 
listing of resources and FAQ sheet on MIRF is attached to that 
message.
Should you choose to donate by check, please make it payable 
to Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1200 Marquette Avenue, 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 with MIRF in the memo line. Gifts will be 
tax-deductible. To donate online to the MIRF:
www.westminstermpls.org/stewardship/mirf.

NEED A PRAYER, NEED COMMUNION, OR NEED TO 
SPEAK TO A PRIEST 
If you need a prayer, someone to talk to, or need to hear another 
voice, please give us a call, we are here for you, 612-332-7471. 
If you are older or have some underlying health conditions and 
do not feel comfortable returning to Mass and want to receive 
Communion, please call the parish office and one of us priests will 
happy to bring Communion to you outdoors at your home. 

VISIT THE SAINT OLAF WEBSITE AT SAINTOLAF.ORG
Please visit the Saint Olaf website for updates on the Coronavirus 
and its impact on Saint Olaf. The main page has the latest 
information posted as we learn of any revisions or updates.
If you would like to watch Sunday and Weekday Mass please visit 
the Saint Olaf website. Click on the word Media. Scroll down and 
click on “View This Week’s Mass Broadcast”. Click on the Mass 
broadcast you wish to view. The most recent broadcast will be 
shown at the top. The daily Masses are recorded Monday-Thursday 
in both English and Spanish and are posted on the Saint Olaf 
website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

WELCOME HOME
We have returned to our regular Mass schedule. Please be 
patient with us as we maneuver a new way of existing. 
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before Mass

starts (allow us to clean the Church between Masses)
• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the

Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street
• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask to Mass
• Please observe social distancing
• Please make your visit brief
• Please only use bathrooms out of necessity
• Please follow the directions of the Greeters and Ushers

who are here to help and protect you
• Instructions about how to receive Communion will be

given during Mass (Communion will be distributed at
the end of Mass).

Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 

SATURDAY, JULY 18
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, JULY 19
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, JULY 20
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

TUESDAY, JULY 21
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

THURSDAY, JULY 23
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, JULY 24
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, JULY 25
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #1 OF THE 2020-21 FISCAL YEAR 
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

June 29-30
Fiscal Year 19-20 End $8,674 - $113,224

July 1-5
Fiscal Year 20-21 Start $10,039 $10,000 $39

YTD through
Week #1 $10,039 $10,000 $39

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 


